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8. Adoption of the agenda and allocation of items to the main committees (Rules 33 
and 34) 一 

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions. Vol. II. 1985. p. 222. 
resolution WHA32.36. para. 1(7) 

WHA3236 The Thirty-second World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the recommendations of the Executive 

Board 1 concerning the method o f work of the Health Assem-

bly; 

Believing that the proposed changes in respect o f the pro-

ceedings of the Health Assembly would contribute to-

wards further rationalizing and improving the work o f the As-

sembly; 

1. DECIDES t h a t : 

(1) neither main committee o f the Health Assembly shall 

meet during plenary meetings o f the Health Assembly, and 

that this provision supersedes paragraph II. 1 o f resolution 

WHA28.69; 

(2) the role and functions of the rapporteurs o f the main 

committees of the Health Assembly may include: 

(a) participation in the preparation and presentation o f 

draft resolutions; 

(b) participation in any working groups which may be 

set up to prepare draft resolutions or to reconcile 

、 amendments to such resolutions ； 

(3) Executive Board representatives should help sponsors 

of draft resolutions by drawing attention to the existence o f 

recent reports which might make a request for a further 

report on the same subject unnecessary, and to previously 

adopted resolutions or decisions that would appear to 

render the adoption o f a new resolution unnecessary ； 

(4) informal meetings between delegates and the 

Secretariat on technical questions shall continue to be held 

in accordance with existing arrangements; 

(5) the earlier practice o f holding the Technical Discus-

sions in small groups shall be resumed, and reports or ac-

counts o f the Technical Discussions shall continue to be 

published; 

(6) the Board shall fix a preliminary daily timetable for 

the Health Assembly's consideration o f its agenda and the 

General Committee shall review and approve this time-

table, subsequently revising it i f and when required; 

(7) the Executive Board, when preparing the provisional 

agenda of each regular session o f the Health Assembly, 

shall take into consideration the desirability o f achieving an 

appropriate balance in the volume of work in the Health 

Assembly from year to year, and in this connexion, as a 

general principle, individual technical programme items 

shall preferably be included in the agenda o f the Health 

Assembly as separate items only in the years when the 

Health Assembly does not undertake a full review o f the 

proposed biennial programme budget, thus allowing more 

time for such technical items and providing a better balance 

o f work of the Health Assembly; 

(8) the members of the Committee on Nominat ions shall 

ascertain that the delegates they propose as officers o f the 

Health Assembly are willing, barring unforeseen circum-

stances, to discharge the responsibilities of the office con-

cerned for the entire duration o f the Assembly ； 

2. DECIDES FURTHER to amend the following Rules o f Procedure 

of the Health Assembly to read: 

(1) Rule 5 (J): "any item proposed by any other organiza-

tion of the United Nations system with which the Organiza-

tion has entered into effective relations"； 

(2) Rule 33 (r): "propose to the Health Assembly the 

initial allocation to committees of items o f the agenda, and 

if appropriate the deferment o f any item to a future Health 

Assembly” ； 

(3) Rule 36: “ Each main committee shall, after consider-

ation o f the report o f the Committee on Nominations, elect 

two vice-chairmen and a rapporteur"； 

(4) the first sentence o f Rule 45: “ Representatives o f the 

Board may attend plenary meetings and meetings of the 

General Committee and main committees o f the Health 

Assembly"； 

(5) the first sentence of Rule 77: ‘‘After the voting has 

been completed, a delegate may make a brief statement, 

consisting solely o f an explanation o f vote". 

May 1979 WHA32 /1979 /REC/1 , 34 

i See resolution EB63.R33 above and document EB63/48, p. 139. 



17• Infant and young child nutrition (progress and evaluation report : and status of 
implementation of the International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes) 

Handbook of Resolutions and Decisions. Vol. II. 1985. p. 90. 
resolution WHA33.32: and Article 11.7 of the Code 

W H A 3 3 3 2 ' The Thirty-third World Health Assembly 

Recalling resolutions WHA27.43 and WHA31.47 2 which in 

particular reaffirmed that breastfeeding is ideal for the harmo-

nious physical and psychosocial development o f the child, that 

urgent action is called for by governments and the Director-

General in order to intensify activities for the promotion o f 

breastfeeding and development o f actions related to the pre-

paration and use of weaning foods based on local products, 

and that there is an urgent need for countries to review sales 

promotion activities on baby foods and to introduce appropri-

ate remedial measures, including advertisement codes and 

legislation, as well as to take appropriate supportive social 

measures for mothers working away from their homes during 

the lactation period; 

Recalling further resolutions WHA31.55 and WHA32.42 

which emphasized maternal and child health as an essential 

component o f primary health care, vital to the attainment o f 

health for all by the year 2000; 

Recognizing that there is a close interrelationship between 

infant and young child feeding and social and economic de-

velopment, and that urgent action by governments is required 

to promote the health and nutrition o f infants, young children 

and mothers, inter alia through education, training and infor-

mation in this fíeld; 

Noting that a joint W H O / U N I C E F Meeting on Infant and 

Young Chi ld Feeding was held from 9 to 12 October 1979, and 

was attended 'by representatives o f governments, the United 

Nations system and technical agencies, nongovernmental orga-

nizations active in the area, the infant food industry and other 

scientists working in this field; 

1. ENDORSES in their entirety the statement and recommenda-

tions made by the joint W H O / U N I C E F Meeting, namely on 

the encouragement and support of breastfeeding; the promo-

tion and support o f appropriate weaning practices ； the 

strengthening o f education, training and information ； the pro-

motion of the health and social status o f women in relation to 

infant and young child feeding; and the appropriate marketing 

and distribution o f breastmilk substitutes. This statement and 

these recommendations also make clear the responsibility in 

this field incumbent on the health services, health personnel, 

national authorities, women's and other nongovernmental or-

ganizations, the United Nations agencies and the infant-food 

industry, and stress the importance for countries to have a co-

herent food and nutrition policy and the need for pregnant and 

lactating women to be adequately nourished ； the joint Meeting 

also recommended that “ There should be an international 

code of marketing o f infant formula and other products used as 

breastmilk substitutes. This should be supported by both ex-

porting and importing countries and observed by all manufac-

turers. W H O and U N I C E F are requested to organize the 

process for its preparation, with the involvement o f all con-

cerned parties, in order to reach a conclusion as soon as poss-

ib le" ; 

2. RECOGNIZES the important work already carried out by the 

World Health Organization and U N I C E F with a view to im-

plementing these recommendations and the preparatory work 

done on the formulation o f a draft international code of mar-

keting o f breastmilk substitutes; 

3. URGES countries which have not already done so to review 

and implement resolutions WHA27.43 and WHA32.42: 

4. URGES worn en organizations to organize extensive infor-

mation dissemination campaigns in support o f breastfeeding 

and healthy habits; 

5. REQUESTS t h e D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l : 

(1) to cooperate with Member States on request in super-

vising or arranging for the supervision o f the quality o f 

infant foods during their production in the country con-

cerned, as well as during their importation and marketing ； 

(2) to promote and support the exchange o f information 

on laws, regulations, and other measures concerning mar-

keting of breastmilk substitutes; 

6. FURTHER REQUESTS t h e D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l t o i n t e n s i f y h i s ac-

tivities for promoting the application o f the recommendations 

of the joint W H O / U N I C E F Meeting and, in particular: 

(1) to continue efforts to promote breastfeeding as well as 

sound supplementary feeding and weaning practices as a 

prerequisite to healthy child growth and development; 

(2) to intensify coordination with other international and 

bilateral agencies for the mobilization o f the necessary re-

sources for the promotion and support o f activities related 

to the preparation of weaning foods based on local products 

in countries in need o f such support and to collate and 

disseminate information on methods o f supplementary 

feeding and weaning practices successfully used in different 

cultural settings; 

(3) to intensify activities in the field o f health education, 

training and information on infant and young child feeding, 

in particular through the preparation of training and other 

manuals for primary health care workers in different re-

gions and countries; 

(4) to prepare an international code of marketing o f 

breastmilk substitutes in close consultation with Member 

States and with all other parties concerned including such 

scientific and other experts whose collaboration may be 

deemed appropriate, bearing in mind that: 

(a) the marketing of breastmilk substitutes and wean-

ing foods must be viewed within the framework of the 

problems o f infant and young child feeding as a whole; 

(b) the aim o f the code should be to contribute to the 

provision o f safe and adequate nutrition for infants and 

young children, and in particular to promote breastfeed-

ing and ensure, on the basis of adequate information, 

the proper use of breastmilk substitutes, i f necessary ； 

(c) the code should be based on existing knowledge o f 

infant nutrition ； 

(d) the code should be governed inter alia by the fol-

lowing principles : 



(i) the production, storage and distribution, as well 

as advertising, o f infant feeding products should be 

subject to national legislation or regulations, or other 

measures as appropriate to the country concerned ； 

(ii) relevant information on infant feeding should 

be provided by the health care system o f the country 

in which the product is consumed ； 

(iii) products should meet international standards 

o f quality and presentation, in particular those de-

veloped by the Codex Alimentarius Commission, 

and their labels should clearly inform the public of 

the superiority of breastfeeding; 

(5) to submit the code to the Executive Board for consi-

deration at its sixty-seventh session and for forwarding with 

its recommendations to the Thirty-fourth Wor ld Health As-

sembly, together with proposals regarding its promotion 

and implementation, either as a regulation in the sense o f 

Articles 21 and 22 of the Constitution of the World Health 

Organization or as a recommendation in the sense o f Ar-

ticle 23, outlining the legal and other implications o f each 

choice ； 

(6) to review the existing legislation in different countries 

for enabling and supporting breastfeeding, especially by 

working mothers, and to strengthen the Organization's ca-

pacity to cooperate on the request o f Member States in 

developing such legislation ； 

(7) to submit to the Thirty-fourth World Health Assem-

bly, in 1981，and thereafter in even years, a report on the 

steps taken by W H O to promote breastfeeding and to im-

prove infant and young child feeding, together with an eva-

luation of the effect of all measures taken by W H O and its 

Member States. 

May 1980 WHA33/1980 /REC/1 , 32 

1 See document WHA33 /1980 /REC /1 d 1 1 4 
2 See p. 85. 

11.7 The Director-General shall report in even years to the World 

Health Assembly on the status of implementation of the Code; and 

shall, on request, provide technical support to Member States pre-

paring national legislation or regulations, or taking other appropriate 

measures in implementation and furtherance of the principles and 

aim of this Code. 


