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The Forty-second World Health Assembly, in resolution 
WHA42.18, recognized that after obtaining independence, the people 
of Namibia would "have to make vigorous efforts to establish an 
appropriate health system and develop an adequate infrastructure 
to ensure health for all Namibians". The resolution emphasized 
the urgency of mobilizing international support for this 
endeavour, and the importance of the role of WHO in this regard. 
The Director-General was requested to provide technical 
cooperation and the necessary assistance to evaluate the health 
situation in Namibia, to establish an initial programme of health 
assistance for Namibia, and to report on the action taken to the 
Forty-third World Health Assembly. 

This document summarizes the action that has been taken by 
the Director-General in cooperation with other specialized 
agencies and organizations of the United Nations, 
intergovernmental organizations and nongovernmental organizations. 
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1• Introduction 

1.1 Following the adoption of resolution WHA42.18 by the Forty-second World Health 
Assembly in 1989, the Director-General provided technical cooperation and the necessary 
assistance to Namibia in evaluating its health situation and established an initial 
programme of health assistance for the newly independent country. Section 4 outlines the 
action that has been taken by the Director-General in this regard. 

2. Background 

2.1 In December 1946 the United Nations General Assembly adopted resolution 65(1) 
requesting that South West Africa be placed, like other mandated territories, under an 
international trusteeship system. Subsequently, on 27 October 1966, the General Assembly 
adopted resolution 2145, declaring that henceforth South West Africa would come under the 
direct responsibility of the United Nations. 

2.2 In May 1967 the General Assembly, by resolution 2248， set up a Council for South 
West Africa to administer the territory until independence. In June 1968 the United 
Nations changed the name of the territory to Namibia in conformity with the wishes of the 
people. 

2.3 By resolution 385, adopted on 30 January 1976, the Security Council unanimously 
declared that free elections must be held in Namibia under United Nations supervision. 

2.4 In April 1978 a proposal for a settlement of the Namibian situation was made to the 
Security Council. By resolution 435 of 29 September 1978, the Security Council approved 
the Secretary-General's report on the implementation of this proposal, which would enable 
the transfer of power to the people of Namibia with the assistance of the United 
Nations. With the tripartite agreement signed on 22 December 1988, the United Nations 
was able to move ahead with the implementation of the resolution. 

2.5 On 1 March 1989 the General Assembly approved the allocation of funds necessary to 
guarantee the peaceful transition of Namibia to independence and the financing of the 
operations of the United Nations Transition Assistance Group (UNTAG). As from 
1 April 1989 cessation of all hostilities was agreed upon and UNTAG took up its task in 
the country. 

3. WHO support to health programmes in Namibia prior to independence 

3.1 Namibia became an Associate Member of the World Health Organization on 16 May 1974 
during the Twenty-seventh World Health Assembly, at the request of the United Nations 
Council for Namibia and the Regional Committee for Africa through resolution AFR/RC24/R8. 

3.2 WHO support of health programmes in Namibia was undertaken through the Regional 
Office for Africa in collaboration with other United Nations specialized agencies, such 
as UNICEF and UNDP, and with specific support from WHO headquarters as requested. A 
major focus in WHO's activities was support for the development of strategies and 
preparation for the implementation of operational health programmes for an independent 
Namibia. Other activities included support for the immunization of children, the 
development of human resources for health and community water supply and sanitation. 
More recently, short-term support for HIV prevention and control activities was provided 
through the Global Trust Fund for AIDS. 

4. Action taken by the Director-General in response to resolution WHA42.18 

4.1 In May 1989 the Forty-second World Health Assembly, recognizing that, after 
obtaining independence, the people of Namibia would need to make vigorous efforts to 
establish an appropriate health system and develop an adequate infrastructure to ensure 



health for all Namibians, adopted resolution WHA42.18. The resolution emphasized the 
urgency of mobilizing international support for this endeavour and the importance of the 
role of WHO in this regard. 

4.2 As requested by the resolution, the Director-General provided technical cooperation 
and assistance to Namibia. This cooperation ultimately resulted in an initial programme 
of health assistance for the country. The specialized bodies of the United Nations and 
intergovernmental and nongovernmental organizations provided support and cooperation for 
this endeavour. 

4.3 The Director-General appointed a Coordinator in the Relief Operations unit of the 
newly established Division of Emergency Relief Operations at WHO headquarters. 

4.4 In May 1989 two consultations took place with the Office of the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) and UNICEF. Subsequently, a mission was organized in 
Angola and Namibia to determine health arrangements during the departure, transition and 
arrival phases of the return of refugees to Namibia. 

4.5 In June 1989 WHO established a liaison office with UNTAG through the Regional Office 
for Africa. A liaison officer was assigned by the Regional Office, and has been working 
in close consultation with UNHCR and the other organizations concerned. 

4.6 Together with FAO, UNICEF, UNESCO and UNHCR, WHO participated in an emergency 
planning mission to Namibia from 28 July to 23 August 1989 to determine rehabilitation 
measures for returnees during the transition period. The strategy developed for the 
strengthening of health services included elements for the provision of essential 
education, supply of drugs, support to an expanded programme on immunization, development 
of human resources for health and collaboration with specialized health services, 
particularly in the northern region of the country, where there has been an estimated 
6.6% increase in population through returnees. 

4.7 In close collaboration with the Namibian Council of Churches, WHO supported the 
planning and monitoring of health care arrangements in the reception and resettlement 
phases of repatriation. 

4.8 Special emphasis was given to early reintegration of returning Namibian health care 
professionals. Early temporary registration for returnee doctors and nurses was ensured 
through close collaboration between WHO, UNTAG and the South African Health 
Administration. 

4.9 In July and August 1989 WHO made a detailed inventory of the health infrastructure 
in 19 of the 24 health districts in Namibia. 

4.10 In September 1989 WHO and UNTAG provided logistic support to the Namibian 
immunization campaign. Through these efforts a higher coverage rate was obtained than 
had originally been expected. 

4.11 In August/September 1989 health was specifically assessed by a WHO/UNDP mission as 
one of nine UNDP sector reviews undertaken in Namibia. This mission identified as the 
most critical issues facing Namibia: human resources development, and reorientation and 
restructuring of the fragmented Namibian health system. 

4.12 After the elections to the Namibian Constituent Assembly and the setting of 
21 March 1990 as the date of independence, WHO was requested by the Minister of Health 
designate to organize, as a matter of urgency, a series of technical missions to 



Namibia. Their main objective was to develop alternative health policy options on the 
basis of primary health care for the incoming government, with emphasis on equity and the 
needs of children. 

4.13 Subsequent technical missions undertaken by WHO analysed the health situation and 
made recommendations to the incoming government on issues relating to health sector 
restructuring and management； physical rehabilitation; mental health; AIDS prevention 
and control； blood transfusion; community water supply; maternal and child health; 
diarrhoeal disease control； and the expanded programme on immunization. 

4.14 WHO, UNDP, UNESCO and other agencies jointly identified from an intersectoral 
perspective the different kinds of specialists that would need to be made available to 
Namibia through the United Nations Volunteers (UNV). Twenty-one health care specialists 
and general practitioners were requested and on 14 March 1990 WHO signed a Letter of 
Agreement with UNV for this purpose. The majority of the personnel requested have now 
been assigned. WHO has also appointed a senior health specialist as Technical UNV 
Coordinator for the 21 volunteers. 

4.15 At the special request of the Namibian Minister of Health designate, a mission was 
organized by WHO to look at ways of strengthening health legislation in Namibia. Three 
bills were subsequently drafted with the aim of removing discriminating legislation from 
existing health laws, creating a national health council to coordinate health policies, 
and establishing legislation for the registration of health workers. 

5. Independence of Namibia 

5.1 Mr Javier Perez de Cuellar, Secretary-General of the United Nations, swore in the 
first President of Namibia on 21 March 1990. 

5.2 Namibia became a Member of 
Secretary-General of the United 
Constitution in accordance with 

WHO on 23 April 1990 by depositing with the 
Nations an instrument of acceptance of the WHO 
Articles 4 and 79 of the Constitution. 


