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General objectives of the applicant
- T o study human nature and cultures, and their relations with prevention and treatment of behavioural
disorders and disturbances.
-Promotion at national and international level of collaboration between professionals and societies in
areas related to social psychiatry.
-Familiarizing other scientific disciplines and the general public with the knowledge and methods of
social psychiatry.
-Contribution to improvement of human biological, psychological and social well-being.

1

Based on reply to questionnaire submitted by the applicant on 3 July 1995.

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the nongovernmental organization
itself and do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the WHO Secretariat concerning the legal
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or
boundaries.
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4.

What are the main activities of the applicant?

Its principal activity is that of highlighting the social dimension of mental health disorders by fostering
multidisciplinary cooperation of all involved in public health (general physicians, psychiatrists,
epidemiologists, psychologists, economists, social workers, politicians, etc.). In the long term, this will entail
developing the social psychiatric capacities of trainee health personnel and practitioners, by advancing the
methodology of social psychiatric research, teaching and scientific publication, and by drafting social
psychiatry courses to be taught in conjunction with medicine and the social sciences.
The second activity of the applicant has been to encourage the establishment of national societies and
bring their programmes into line with one another.
The third has been that of fostering international and - more recently - regional meetings.
The fourth is publication of a quarterly review (see section 16 below).
In future, the applicant hopes to develop partnership with patients and their families, especially through
promotion of a World Alliance for the Mentally 111, with public and private partnerships for the promotion
of mental health and removal of all the stigma attaching to mental illness. For example, partnership could
be established with the media to show the public and politicians the actual significance of mental illness.
5.

How do the objectives and activities of the applicant relate to the General
Programme of Work of WHO?

The objectives and activities of the applicant accord with certain priorities of WHO, particularly the
following, to which the applicant could contribute:
-drafting of development programmes and policies that devote special attention to the social position
of vulnerable groups;
-establishment of national mechanisms for the analysis，drafting and application of intersectoral
policies in which health contributes to human development and vice versa;
-strengthening of research capacity on factors determining health and behavioural change, and on
capacity for measuring health protection and promotion measures.
6.

Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO
(a)

Please list the activities which the applicant has carried out jointly with WHO
during the preceding period of working relations

A regular exchange of information and collaboration with WHO at the World Congresses. For example,
the themes of the Congresses are chosen in the light of the General Programme of WHO, and the Director
of the Division of Mental Health of WHO is invited to open one of the plenary sessions.
The last two Congresses took place at Hamburg in September 1994，and at Rome in September 1995.
At the Hamburg Congress, whose theme was "After Babel: diversity and toleration", WHO presented its
views on the organization of mental health services and user participation therein. WHO helped orgahize the
Rome Congress, and took part in several sessions; fringe meetings took place between representatives of
associations of users and families from several countries, on the setting-up of a World Alliance for the
Mentally 111, which would work in close collaboration with WHO.
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Furthermore, WHO is usually invited to send a representative to the regional meetings.
(b)

Please specify those programmes and activities of WHO with which the
applicant will wish to be associated in future, and give details of planned
collaborative activities with WHO

The applicant would collaborate mainly with the Division of Mental Health, on the following activities:
-making non-medical professionals aware of the extent of mental health problems，in both developed
and developing countries;
-informing general practitioners, especially in industrialized countries, of the psychosocial dimension
of health problems;
-public information campaigns on the links between certain types of behaviour (such as abuse of
drugs, whether legal or not) and mental disorders, or on people at risk (adolescents, the aged,
pregnant women, etc.) and the preventive steps that should be taken.
7.

(a)

Does the applicant advocate any special health measures or procedures?

The applicant recommends development of epidemiological research, initially descriptive and then
analytical, in the field of mental health, with training of health workers in these methods and formation of
multidisciplinary research teams.
(b)

Has the applicant any special reservations as to treatment or health
procedures?

The applicant considers it essential that health professionals be warned against the risk of totalitarian
solutions to mental illness, whether such solutions take the form of compulsory hospitalization or systematic
de-institutionalization of mental patients.
8.

History of the applicant

In 1964 Dr Josuah Bierer founded the International Society for Social Psychiatry, in London; in 1978
it became the World Association for Social Psychiatry. In 1992，at the XIII World Congress (New Delhi),
the registered office was established in Paris. Since its inception, the applicant has regularly organized
international congresses; the last two took place in Hamburg in 1994 and Rome in 1995.
9.

Membership
(a)

List member/affiliated organizations, giving the countries in which they are
established and the total number of persons who are members of each of these
member/affiHated organizations

Member associations in the following countries: Argentina, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Colombia,
Croatia, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, India, Israel, Italy, Japan, Morocco, Pakistan,
Poland, Portugal, Romania, Spain, Turkey, United States of America, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland, and Uruguay.
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(b)

Do member/affiliated organizations pay contributions to the applicant?

Yes.
(c)

Are there other types of membership of the applicant such as individual
members, associate members?

Yes, individual members can become affiliated when there is no national society for social psychiatry
in their country.
10.

Is the applicant affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization,
or to an organization of the United Nations system?
No.

11. Addresses of all branch or regional offices of the applicant
The decision to establish regional advisers will be taken at the next General Assembly (Rome,
September 1995); eight regions should be established (Africa, North Africa and the Eastern Mediterranean,
Latin America, North America, Asia, South-East Asia, Australia and Europe).
12.

Structure
(a)

Policy-making
committee

bodies such as conference, governing

body, executive

The General Assembly, consisting of affiliated members (societies and individuals) elects an Executive
Council which has a Bureau consisting of a President, a President-Elect, a Vice-President, a Secretary-General
and a Treasurer, and also 10-15 supplementary members.
(b)

Frequency of meetings, with date of the last meeting of each

The General Assembly meets every two years at the World Congress, the most recent of which took
place at Hamburg in 1994.
The Executive Council meets at least once a year, most recently at Hamburg in 1994.
The Bureau meets twice a year, most recently at Miami in 1995.
13. Officers
President:
President-Elect:
Vice-President:
Secretary-General :
Treasurer:
Chairman on the
Nominations Committee:

Eliot Sorel (United States of America)
Shridar Sharma (India)
Amelia Musacchio (Argentina)
Pierre F. Chanoit (France)
Peter Kim (Republic of Korea)
Guilherme Ferreira (Portugal)
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14.

Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership
on matters concerned with the stated purposes of the applicant?
Yes.

15.

Finances
The first budget was established for the year 1994: the WHO Secretariat has a copy.

16.

Publications

Journal of the World Association for Social Psychiatry, a quarterly review published by N.H.A.
Communication (Paris). The review is bilingual (English and French), and it publishes the work of
professionals or associations concerned with social psychiatry.
17.

Documentation
The WHO Secretariat has a copy of the Statutes of the applicant.

