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1. Name of the international nongovernmental organization 
(hereinafter referred to as "the applicant") 

European Centre for Ecotoxicology and Toxicology of Chemicals 
Centre Européen d'Ecotoxicologie et de Toxicologie des Produits Chimiques 

2. Address of headquarters and name of person(s) to whom correspondence should 
be addressed 

Dr F.M. Carpanini 
Secretary-General 
ECETOC 
Avenue E. Van Nieuwenhuyse 4 (Bte 6) 
В - 1160 Brussels 

Tel: 0032 2 675 3600 
Fax: 0032 2 675 3625 

3. General objectives of the applicant 

- T o procure all types of information relevant to the protection of the health of any person who may 
come into contact with chemicals; and to reduce the ecological impact of the manufacture, 
processing and use of chemicals. The activities of the applicant concern all chemical products. 

- T o coordinate the activities of chemical manufacturers, processors and users in order to study and 
attempt to resolve the ecological and toxicological problems which may result from the manufacture, 
processing and use of chemicals. 

- T o act as a scientific adviser to organizations such as the European Chemical Industry Council and 
other industry organizations with related interests. Commercial questions are excluded from the 
objectives and concerns of the applicant. 

1 Based on reply to questionnaire submitted by the applicant on 4 August 1995. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the nongovernmental organization 
itself and do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the WHO Secretariat concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or 
boundaries. 



EB97/NGO/4 

4. What are the main activities of the applicant? 

The main activities are the compilation and publication of scientific reports specifically addressing the 
safety of named chemicals, or the scientific principles associated with the safety evaluation of chemicals. The 
reports are written by task forces, drawn in the main from the scientific staff of member companies and 
selected on the basis of their proven scientific credentials. Topics for task forces originate from member 
companies, or from members of the applicant's Scientific Committee or secretariat. If appropriate, specialists 
from academia are invited to participate in task forces. Reports so compiled are published following peer 
review by a committee of leading specialists in the field of toxicology, ecotoxicology and associated 
disciplines, drawn from the chemical industry. 

For reports published see paragraph 16 below. 

5. How do the objectives and activities of the applicant relate to the General 
Programme of Work of WHO? 

The work programmes of WHO, as a sponsor of the International Programme on Chemical Safety 
(IPCS), and of the applicant are exceedingly close. Both organizations collect and review data related to the 
ecotoxicology and toxicology of chemicals. The information generated is used for chemical risk assessment. 

Moreover, in connection with the decision of the United Nations Conference on Environment and 
Development (UNCED) identifying IPCS as the nucleus for international cooperation in the environmentally 
sound management of chemicals, the applicant can directly assist IPCS in the implementation of certain 
programme areas specified in UNCED's Agenda 21 (Chapter 19)，in particular the following three areas: 
expanding and accelerating international assessment of chemical risks; harmonizing classification and 
labelling of chemicals; and exchange of information on toxic chemicals and chemical risks. Confidence 
gained in these sectors will encourage the applicant's members to become involved in the remaining three 
programme areas, namely: establishment of risk reduction programmes; strengthening of national capabilities 
and capacities for management of chemicals; and prevention of illegal international traffic in toxic and 
dangerous products. 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 

(a) Please list the activities which the applicant has carried out jointly with WHO 
during the preceding period of working relations 

The applicant participated in activities, and contributed information and scientific reports, for 
preparation of a number of WHO's Environmental health criteria (EHC) publications. During the past two 
years information was provided or reviewed relating to: chlorinated paraffins, white spirits, ethylene 
dibromide, methanol, polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons，ethylene dichloride, tetrabromobisphenol A 
(TBBPA), tris(2，3-dibromopropyl) phosphate, chlorendic acid, chlorendic anhydride, and isophorone. 

The applicant is a member and regularly participates in meetings of the WHO Steering Group on 
Harmonization of Risk Assessment Methodologies, as well as the task groups on: Principles and methods 
for assessing direct immunotoxicity associated with exposure to chemicals; General principles and methods 
for chemical safety (human health protection); and Guidance values and general principles for human health 
and protection. 

The applicant has regularly participated as an observer in meetings of the Programme Advisory 
Committee of IPCS, and in the International Forum on Chemical Safety (IFCS). In connection with the 
development of an International Registry of Potentially Toxic Chemicals (IRPTC) being developed by UNEP 
with the support of WHO, the applicant is a member of the Steering Committee for the Inventory of Critical 
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Reviews on Chemicals (ICRC). The committee, whose last meeting was in June 1995, is developing a 
directory of chemicals on which literature reviews have been published that could form the basis of risk 
assessment and are intended to serve as a framework for priority setting of chemicals to be assessed by IPCS. 
The applicant is contributing information and resources for the production, publication and dissemination of 
the first edition of ICRC, which is expected to go for printing in November 1995. 

The applicant sent observers to meetings convened by IARC to assess the carcinogen potential of 
chemical substances, and IARC contributed to the applicant's technical report No. 30(5) on Existing 
chemicals: literature reviews and evaluations (1994). 

A joint scientific workshop on receptor mediated mechanisms in carcinogenesis was held at IARC, 
Lyons，14-16 November 1994. The workshop was planned with IPCS, IARC, and the International 
Committee for Protection against Environmental Mutagens and Carcinogens. The proceedings are to be 
published shortly. 

(b) Please specify those programmes and activities of WHO with which the 
applicant will wish to be associated in future, and give details of planned 
collaborative activities with WHO 

In collaboration with the WHO programme for promotion of chemical safety (central unit of IPCS)， 
the applicant: 

-intends to continue to provide draft texts on individual chemicals that may be selected for risk 
evaluation and assessment by WHO/IPCS; 

-w i l l continue to send appropriate experts to meetings convened for review of reports in the 
Environmental health criteria series; 

-w i l l continue to send appropriate experts to meetings of the above-mentioned steering and task 
groups, of the IPCS Programme Advisory Committee and of IFCS，and to other meetings convened 
to further the harmonization of risk assessment processes; 

-wi l l continue to contribute to activities related to IRPTC. 

7. (a) Does the applicant advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

No 

(b) Has the applicant any special reservations as to treatment or health 
procedures? 

No 

8. History of the applicant 

The Centre was founded in 1978. At that time its title was the European Chemical Industry Ecology 
and Toxicology Centre, from which was derived the acronym "ECETOC". Membership was restricted to 
industrial manufacturing organizations which had their principal office in western Europe and possessed 
research facilities suitable for ecotoxicological and toxicological work. Companies whose head offices were 
located in the United States of America were registered through their European subsidiary companies. In an 
attempt to widen membership an "associate membership" grade was introduced in 1984，for which the 
constraint on research facilities was removed. In 1993 the applicant's Statutes were modified to allow only 
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one category of membership, for which any company manufacturing, processing or using chemicals with a 
registered office in Europe was eligible, the objective being to encourage membership irrespective of location. 

9. Membership 

(a) List member/affiliated organizations, giving countries in which they are 
established and the total number of persons who are members of each of these 
member/affiliated organizations 

Member companies 
(membership numbers not applicable) 

Colgate Palmolive, Dow Corning Europe, 
Exxon Chemicals, Fina Research, Huntsman, 
Monsanto, Procter & Gamble, Solvay 

Novo Nordisk 

Neste Oy 

Air Liquide，Elf Atochem, L'Oréal, Rhône-Poulenc 

BASF, Bayer, Bôhringer Ingelheim, 
Erdôlchemie, Degussa, Henkel, Hoechst, Hüls， 

Merck, Thomas Goldschmidt, Veba 01, Wacker Chemie 

Enichem, Rohm & Hass (under France) 

AKZO, DSM 

Norsk Hydro, Statoil 

KAO Corporation, Petresa 

Borealis 

Ciba Geigy, Dow, Hoffmann La Roche, Lonza, Sandoz 
Albright & Wilson，Arco, Associated Octel Company, BP Chemicals, 
Hickson & Welch, Imperial Chemical Industries, Rechem, 
Shell International Chemical, Unilever, Zeneca 

Du Pont de Nemours, 3M Environmental Engineering and 
Pollution Control 

Country 

Belgium 

Denmark 

Finland 

France 

Germany 

Italy 

Netherlands 

Norway 

Spain 

Sweden 

Switzerland 

United Kingdom 

United States 
of America 

(b) Do member/affiliated organizations pay contributions to the applicant? 

Yes 
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(с) Are there other types of membership of the applicant such as individual 
members, associate members? 

No 

10. Is the applicant affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization, 
or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

No 

11. Addresses of branch or regional offices of the applicant 

There are no branch or regional offices. 

12. Structure 

(a) Policy-making bodies such as conference, governing body, executive 
committee 

The ultimate governing body is the General Meeting to which each member is permitted to send one 
voting delegate. 

The General Meeting votes on nominations for a Board composed of at least nine members, including 
a Chairman, one or more Vice-Chairmen and a Treasurer, and having full management and administrative 
powers, subject to the powers attributed to the General Meeting. 

(b) Frequency of meetings, with date of the last meeting of each 

(i) The General Meeting is held annually; the last occasion was 10 May 1995. 

(ii) The Board meets four times per year; the last meeting was on 9 May 1995. 

13. Officers 

Chairman of the Board: Mr J.J. Van de Berg 

Treasurer to the Board: Dr С. Mancel 

Secretary-General: Dr F.M. Carpanini 

(The Secretary-General is appointed by the Board and is a salaried officer with a scientific staff of four 
to five.) 

14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership 
on matters concerned with the stated purposes of the applicant? 

The person so delegated is the Secretary-General. 

15. Finances 

A summary of accounts for the years 1993-1994 has been provided and is held by the WHO Secretariat. 
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16. Publications 

The following scientific publications, in English only, appear on an irregular basis reflecting the 
termination of task force work. 

(i) Monographs. These present an overview of the current scientific position on the topic reviewed. 
The most recent monographs were: No. 21 on Immunotoxicity: hazard identification and risk 
characterization; and No. 22 on Evaluation of chemicals for oculotoxicity. 

(ii) Technical reports. These present an overview of the current scientific position on the topic 
reviewed, but tend to be narrower in scope than a monograph. Original research sponsored by 
the applicant is reported in this manner. During 1994 and 1995 the following technical reports 
were published: No. 57 on Polypropylene production and colorectal cancer; No. 58 on 
Assessment of non-occupational exposure to chemicals; No. 59 on Testing for worker protection; 
No. 60 on Trichloroethylene: assessment of human carcinogenic hazard; and No. 61 on 
Environmental exposure assessment. 

(iii) Joint assessment of commodity chemicals (JACC reports). These present an overview and 
assessment of ecotoxicological and toxicological data on specified chemicals; they often include 
details of internal company reports which are not available by any other means. JACC reports 
are used by IPCS for the Environmental health criteria series. During 1994 and 1995 the 
following JACC reports were published: No. 24 on Pentafluoroethane (HFC 125); No. 25 on 
1 -chloro-1,2,2,2-tetrafluoroethane (HCFC 124); No. 26 on Linear polydimethylsiloxanes; No. 27 
on n-Butyl acrylate; No. 28 on Ethyl acrylate; No. 29 on 1,1 -dichloro-1 -fluoroethane; and 
No. 31 on 1,1,1,2-tetrafluoroethane (HFC-134a). 

(iv) Documents. These express an opinion formulated by a task force and endorsed by the Scientific 
Committee; they are intended to convey information to regulatory authorities. Generally, 
documents are written only when a task force report (of the three types defined above) cannot 
be compiled in the time required by the recipient. 

(V) Special reports. These reports are intended primarily for internal membership circulation; they 
give advice on topics of interest to the membership. They are also used as a mechanism for 
recording research results, or primarily for use by other organizations. The two most recent were 
No. 8 on Hazchem and No. 9 on Styrene criteria. 

(vi) Monthly information sheet. This is intended primarily for internal membership circulation; 
it gives details of the applicant's meetings, summarizes the activities and decisions of the 
Scientific Committee, and lists information documents received. 

17. Documentation 

A copy of the applicant's Statutes has been provided and is held by the WHO Secretariat. 
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