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1. Name of the international nongovernmental organization 
(hereinafter referred to as "the applicant") 

World Federation of Chiropractic (WFC) 
Fédération Mondiale de Chiropratique (FMC) 
La Federación Mundial de Quiropráctica (FMQ) 

2. Address of headquarters and name of person(s) to whom correspondence should 
be addressed 

David A. Chapman-Smith, Secretary-General 

3080 Yonge Street - Suite 3002 
Toronto 
Ontario M4N 3N1, Canada 

Tel: 1-416-484-9978 
Fax: 1416-484-9665 
e-mail: 102524.3306@COMPUSERV.COM 

3. General objectives of the applicant 

To serve humanity by: 

-encouraging improved standards of chiropractic education and practice in order to provide the highest 
quality of service to the community; 

-cooperating with appropriate national or international organizations to provide information, counsel 
and assistance in the fields of chiropractic and world health; 

1 Based on reply to questionnaire submitted by the applicant on 24 July 1995. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the nongovernmental organization 
itself and do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the WHO Secretariat concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or 
boundaries. 

mailto:102524.3306@COMPUSERV.COM


EB95/NGO/4 

-encouraging research with respect to chiropractic, in part through regular international congresses 
of chiropractic; and 

-assisting in developing an informed public opinion among all peoples with respect to chiropractic. 

4. What are the main activities of the applicant? 

It promotes improved standards in education, practice and research with respect to back pain, neck pain 
and other areas within the scope of chiropractic. 

The largest single activity is the convening of a biennial multidisciplinary congress and scientific 
symposia. The most recent conference was held in Washington DC, USA, July 1995. There were 18 invited 
papers on such subjects as "the anatomical basis for spinal pain syndromes", "advances in biomechanical 
research", "modern management of spinal disorders" and "integration of chiropractic in managed care in a 
multidisciplinary setting", 55 abstracts were presented under the following headings: basic sciences, 
diagnostic sciences, clinical management, history, and special interest; and there were 39 poster presentations. 

The applicant and its Research Council members have been prominent in the development of formal 
nationally-based practice guidelines for the chiropractic profession, e.g. the United States "Guidelines for 
chiropractic quality assurance and practice parameters" and has served on interdisciplinary expert panels, 
e.g. United States and United Kingdom government-sponsored back pain panels (December 1994) and the 
Quebec Task Force on Whiplash-Associated Disorders (January 1995). 

The applicant produces a bi-monthly newsletter, The chiropractic report/Le dossier chiropratique, which 
promotes improved standards of practice internationally. 

In addition to collaboration with WHO, it works with international health agencies on projects where 
the skills and other resources of the profession are of greatest relevance and assistance. For example, it 
provides sponsorship for chiropractic participation in a musculoskeletal working group of the Cochrane 
Collaboration, an international interdisciplinary network of scientists establishing a database of all randomized 
controlled trials. 

It participates in the world health activities of other nongovernmental organizations. For example, a 
paper on the law of informed consent has been prepared for presentation at the congress of the World 
Association for Medical Law to be held in Sun City, South Africa, July 1996. 

It maintains an international database on chiropractic - national associations, educational institutions, 
numbers of students and practitioners, legislation, practice guidelines, etc. 

It liaises with and coordinates the international activities and volunteer work of various chiropractic 
organizations. In the field of education, for example, it has recently assisted the Royal Melbourne Institute 
of Technology in Australia, which has a school of chiropractic, to establish affiliated university-based 
programmes in Tokyo, Japan (commenced April 1995) and Penang, Malaysia (commencing October 1995). 
Similar partnerships and programmes are being developed in other Asian and Latin American countries. 

It assists member associations legislatively and educationally in order to maintain a common 
international scope of practice and standard of chiropractic education. 
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5. How do the objectives and activities of the applicant relate to the General 
Programme of Work of WHO? 

The relationship is similar to many other federations of health professionals that are nongovernmental 
organizations (e.g., the World Dental Federation1 and the World Federation of Occupational Therapists1). 
The applicant is a source of data and expertise on the profession it represents, and also on the common health 
problems that fall within its scope. 

The profession's single greatest potential contribution to WHO and world health is in the better 
understanding and management of musculoskeletal disorders, particularly common or mechanical back pain 
and neck pain. During the past two years four major government-sponsored panels in Canada, the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the United States of America, have reviewed the evidence 
of effectiveness, cost-effectiveness, safety and patient satisfaction and recommended that skilled spinal 
manipulation now has a primary role in the management of most patients with back and neck pain. This is 
of relevance to: 

Developed countries - to reduce levels of disability and cost for back and neck pain, conditions which 
are now described by leading researchers and clinicians as of epidemic proportions. 

Developing countries - an approach to treatment similar to chiropractic, based on education, exercise 
and skilled manual treatment of muscle and joint disfimctions, relies on simple technology and requires 
few resources other than trained practitioners. Many developing countries have lay manipulators who 
could provide better primary care with some additional training and supervision. 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 

(a) Please list the activities which the applicant has carried out jointly with WHO 
during the preceding period of working relations 

With the Occupational Health unit collaboration continued in connection with the development of a 
joint document to be entitled "Chiropractic methods in the prevention and management of 
neuromusculoskeletal disorders in occupational health". The project began in September 1992, the first 
scientific review meeting was held in London on 26 May 1993, the second in Washington, DC on 
5 July 1995, and the final text will be ready for WHO editing and publication in early 1996. 

In support of the activities of the Traditional Medicine unit, the applicant is preparing a chapter on 
chiropractic for a forthcoming WHO publication entitled "Research and development of traditional and natural 
medicine" and provided technical and financial support for a WHO study entitled "Legislation on traditional 
and alternative systems of medicine: a comparative review". It intends to send a representative to the Third 
Meeting of Directors of WHO Collaborating Centres to be held in Beijing from 23 to 26 October 1995. 

The applicant provided technical and financial support for the work of the Chronic Rheumatic Diseases 
and Asthma unit's activities relating to WHO's "low-back pain global initiative". 

1 Nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO. 
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(b) Please specify those programmes and activities of WHO with which the 
applicant will wish to be associated in future, and give details of planned 
collaborative activities with WHO 

I t is anticipated that editing and publication o f the above-mentioned document on neuromusculoskeletal 
disorders with the Occupational Health unit w i l l require an additional two years o f collaboration and funding 
commitment. The document w i l l be prepared in Engl ish and French and perhaps other languages. 

WHO's low-back pain global initiative is an ambitious and important research project likely to become a 
major commitment for the applicant over the next five years. It includes the interdisciplinary development and 
adaptation of standardized "outcome measures" for use in multicentre clinical trials in a number of countries. 

Resources are being found for collaboration with the Traditional Medicine unit to improve basic clinical 
education for traditional healers in developing countries, including lay manipulators or bonesetters. 

Preliminary discussions have also been held with the Division of Health Promotion, Education and 
Communication in connection with possible support to WHO efforts to improve education on spinal health. 

7. (a) Does the applicant advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

The principal health procedures used by chiropractors are various forms of "manual assessment" and 
treatment of the neuromusculoskeletal system, with particular emphasis on joint adjustment or manipulation 
to restore normal and pain-free ranges of motion. The scope of chiropractic does not involve any use of 
drugs or surgery, and patients needing them are referred for medical care. There is a strong emphasis on 
prevention and patient education in chiropractic. 

It is the experience of chiropractors in developing countries that their services are particularly valuable 
there, because they do not depend upon hospital facilities, sophisticated technology, pharmaceuticals and the 
financial resources that all of these require. For this reason there is an increasing tendency for medical 
doctors in regions such as Latin America and Asia to re-qualify and practice as chiropractors. 

(b) Has the applicant any special reservations as to treatment or health 
procedures? 

No. 

8. History of the applicant 

At the World Chiropractic Summit (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, 1987)， 
convened by the European Chiropractors' Union, it was unanimously decided that a President's Committee 
should be formed to inquire into and report upon the formation of a world federation representing national 
chiropractic associations. The President's Committee reported on its findings and the applicant was 
established at the World Chiropractic Congress (Sydney, 1989). The applicant held its first Council meeting 
in August and September 1989 in Canada; it was attended by delegates from seven regions of the world. 
A Research Council was also established. Since then the applicant's Council has met every year and has held 
three world congresses, in 1991，1993 and 1995. 
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9. Membership 

(a) List member/affiliated organizations, giving the countries in which they are 
established and the tota丨 number of persons who are members of each of these 
member/affiliated organizations 

See Annex. 

(b) Do member/affiliated organizations pay contributions to the applicant? 

Yes. 

(c) Are there other types of membership of the applicant such as individual 
members, associate members? 

Associate members. This membership is limited to accredited chiropractic colleges, is non-voting and 
has an annual membership fee. 

10. Is the applicant affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization, 
or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

National Council for International Health;1 it has applied for membership in the Council for International 
Organizations of Medical Sciences.1 

11. Addresses of all branch or regional offices of the applicant 

Europe 

European Chiropractors' Union 
82 Waldegrave Road 
Teddington 
Middlesex TW11 8LG 
United Kingdom 
(President: Anthony Metcalfe) 

Latín America 

Federación Latinoamericana de Quiropráctica AC 
Gutenberg 133，Col. Anzures 
CP 11590 
Mexico DF，Mexico 
(President: Enrique Benet-Canut) 

1 Nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO. 
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12. Structure 

(a) Policy-making bodies such as conference, governing body, executive 
committee 

The Assembly, composed of representatives of constituent members, establishes the policies of the 
applicant. 

The governing body is the Council. It comprises representatives from seven regions of the world, 
elected by member associations in those regions. 

The Executive Committee handles the day-to-day management of the applicant and comprises the 
President, Vice-President，Secretary-Treasurer, and the Secretary-General. 

(b) Frequency of meetings, with date of the last meeting of each 

The Assembly meets every two years; the last time was in Washington DC，July 1995. 

The Council meets annually; the last time was in Washington DC, July 1995. 

The Executive Committee meets in person or in teleconference every six weeks. 

13. Officers 

President: John Sweeney 
Vice-President: Louis Sportelli 
Secretary-Treasurer: Bruce Vaughan 

The number of paid staff, including an appointed Secretary-General, is four. 

14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership 
on matters concerned with the stated purposes of the applicant? 

Yes. 

15- Finances 

Audited statements for the three years 1992-1994 have been provided and are held by the WHO 
Secretariat. 

16. Publications 

(i) The chiropractic report/Le dossier chiropratique. Published in English and French six times a 
year. 

(ii) Organizational brochures describing the applicant are published from time to time in English, 
French and Spanish. 

(iii) Proceedings of scientific symposia. Proceedings are published in English at the time of each 
Congress, then summarized in peer-reviewed literature. 
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17. Documentation 

A copy of the applicant's Articles and By-Laws has been provided and is held by the WHO Secretariat. 
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ANNEX 

COUNTRIES/AREAS MEMBER/AFFILIATED ORGANIZATION NUMBER OF 
PERSONS 

AFRICA 

Ethiopia Ethiopian Chiropractors' Association 3 

Kenya Kenyan Chiropractic Association 4 

Mauritius Mauritius Chiropractic Association 1 

Morocco Moroccan Chiropractic Association 2 

Namibia Namibian Chiropractic Association 1 

South Africa Chiropractic Association of South Africa 110 

Zimbabwe Chiropractors' Association of Zimbabwe 5 

ASIA 

Hong Kong Hong Kong Chiropractors' Association 38 

Japan Chiropractic Council of Japan 50 

Philippines Chiropractic Association of the Philippines 1 

Republic of Korea Korean Chiropractic Association 8 

Singapore Chiropractic Association of Singapore 6 

Thailand Thailand Chiropractic Association 6 

EASTERN 
MEDITERRANEAN 

Cyprus Cyprus Chiropractic Association 5 

Greece Ellenic Chiropractors' Association 24 

Iran, Islamic Republic of Iranian Chiropractic Association 20 

Jordan Jordanian Chiropractic Association 1 

Lebanon Lebanon Chiropractic Association 7 

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya Libyan Chiropractic Association 1 

Saudi Arabia Saudi Arabian Chiropractic Association 3 

United Arab Emirates UAE Chiropractic Association 2 
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EUROPE 

Austria Austrian Chiropractic Association 1 

Belgium Chiropractors' Association of Belgium 61 

Croatia Croatian Chiropractic Association 3 

Denmark Danish Chiropractors' Association 280 

Finland Finnish Chiropractors' Union 24 

France French National Chiropractic Association 110 

Germany German Chiropractors' Association 20 

Iceland Chiropractic Association of Iceland 4 

Ireland Chiropractic Association of Ireland 30 

Israel Israel Chiropractic Society 40 

Italy Italian Chiropractic Association 97 

Liechtenstein Liechtenstein Chiropractic Association 3 

Netherlands Netherlands Chiropractic Association 105 

Norway Norwegian Chiropractors' Association 141 

Portugal Chiropractic Association of Portugal 6 

Russian Federation Russian Association of Chiropractors 2 

Slovakia Slovakian Chiropractic Association 10 

Spain Spanish Chiropractors' Association 38 

Sweden Swedish Chiropractic Society 89 

Switzerland Association of Swiss Chiropractors 138 

United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

British Chiropractic Association 650 

LATIN AMERICA 

Bolivia Bolivian Chiropractic Association 2 

Brazil Brazilian Chiropractors' Association 5 

Colombia Colombian Chiropractors' Association 5 

Ecuador Chiropractic Association of Ecuador 9 

Mexico Mexican College of Chiropractors 45 

Panama Panamanian Chiropractic Association 4 

Uruguay Chiropractic Association of Uruguay 2 

Venezuela Venezuelan Chiropractic Association 6 
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NORTH AMERICA 

Canada Canadian Chiropractic Association 3 420 

United States of America American Chiropractic Association 8 263 
International Chiropractors' Association 2 575 

PACIFIC 

Australia Chiropractors' Association of Australia 1 244 

New Zealand New Zealand Chiropractors' Association 110 

Papua New Guinea Chiropractic Association of Papua New Guinea 2 

WEST INDIES 

Bahamas Chiropractic Association of the Bahamas 4 

Barbados Barbados Chiropractic Association 6 

Cayman Islands Cayman Islands Chiropractic Association 1 

Belize Chiropractic Association of Belize 1 

Jamaica Jamaican Chiropractic Association 1 

Saint Kitts and Nevis Saint Kitts Chiropractic Association 1 

Trinidad and Tobago Chiropractic Association of Trinidad and Tobago 5 

Note: The numbers represent full voting members only, and may be misleading. The American Chiropractic 
Association, for example, has approximately 16 000 members in all categories and the Chiropractic Council 
of Japan has affiliated organizations with approximately 5000 chiropractors. 
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