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Forty-ninth World Health Assembly 
Method of work 

Report by the Director-General 

In order to ensure efficient and cost-effective use of resources allocated to the Health 
Assembly, it is proposed to establish a policy on holding meetings of the Assembly during 
holidays. 

1. Resolution WHA48.17 on the WHO response to global change, inter alia, requests the Director-General 
to continue to review methods of work of the Health Assembly with a view to further savings. 

2. The decisions relating to the level of the programme budget for the financial period 1996-1997 and the 
identification of priority programmes have greatly reduced the resources available for governing bodies. In 
particular, the programme budget approved by the Forty-eighth World Health Assembly contains a provision 
to shorten the duration of the Health Assembly to one week in non-budget (even) years. It is expected that 
the programme budgets for future bienniums would not increase the governing bodies allocation. The Health 
Assembly costs approximately US$ 90 000 per day. 

3. There are two holidays observed in the WHO headquarters duty station, Geneva, which occasionally 
fall during the period of the Health Assembly in May, namely Ascension Day and Whit Monday. In 1995， 
the holiday Eid Al-Adha, fell during the period of the Health Assembly. United Nations General Assembly 
resolution 49/221, on the calendar of conferences and meetings of the United Nations for 1995, invited United 
Nations bodies to avoid holding meetings on 9 May 1995. In response to this resolution, the General 
Committee of the Forty-eighth World Health Assembly decided on Friday, 5 May 1995，not to hold any 
official meetings on Wednesday, 10 May 1995，in order to observe the Eid Al-Adha. 

4. In order to enable the Health Assembly to maximize the time available to conduct its meetings and to 
ensure the efficient use of resources, it is proposed that a decision be taken that the Health Assembly should 
meet during holidays unless the Executive Board, in deciding on the provisional agenda and duration of the 
Health Assembly expressly rules that the Assembly should not meet on a given holiday. 



EB97/595 

ACTION BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

5. The Executive Board is invited to consider the following decision: 

The Executive Board, having considered the report of the Director-General on Forty-ninth World Health 
Assembly: Method of work; noting the reduced budgetary allocation for governing bodies, and 
recognizing the need to maximize the time available to conduct meetings of the Health Assembly, 
decided to recommend to the Health Assembly that holidays falling during the period of the Health 
Assembly should be considered working days unless the Executive Board in its decision on the 
provisional agenda and duration of the Health Assembly expressly determines that the Assembly should 
not meet on a given holiday. 


