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Reassignment of Member States 
to regions 

This document describes the historical basis for the current geographical delineation of 
WHO's regions and the basis on which Member States have transferred from one region to 
another. It sets forth in an annex the views of the regional committees on whether specific 
rules should be drawn up with respect to such transfers. 

1. At the time of adoption of resolution WHA48.11 during the Forty-eighth World Health Assembly, a 
Member State suggested that the Director-General should take necessary measures to maintain an appropriate 
balance between regions and explore a procedure for the transfer of Member States from one region to 
another. At the subsequent ninety-sixth session of the Executive Board, this question was also raised by a 
Board member, who requested that it first be discussed in each of the regional committees, then placed on 
the agenda for consideration by the Board at its ninety-seventh session. 

2. Regional arrangements are dealt with in Chapter XI of the WHO Constitution. Article 44(a) stipulates 
that: 

The Health Assembly shall from time to time define the geographical areas in which it is desirable to 
establish a regional organization. 

The delineation of these geographical areas - or regions - was made at the First World Health Assembly in 
resolution WHA1.72. This delineation provides the foundation on which the regions are still formed today, 
subject to subsequent resolutions of the Assembly with respect to the assignment or transfer of individual 
countries to specific regions. 

3. Rules and criteria for determining the assignment of Member States, Associate Members and territories 
or groups of territories to a particular region were considered in the early years of WHO. The Fifth World 
Health Assembly, by resolution WHA5.43, requested the Executive Board to study these issues and report 
to the Sixth World Health Assembly 

4. After considering the issues the Board, in resolution EB11.R51, proposed alternative approaches to the 
Health Assembly. These approaches differed only in the priority that would be accorded to the wishes of the 
Member State concerned. The first alternative stated that the wishes of the appropriate sovereign authority 
of the State or territory concerned would be paramount, and listed the following criteria to be taken into 
account: geographical position, similarity of health problems, economic aspects, administrative considerations, 

This resolution concerned the transfer of Mongolia from the South-East Asia Region to the Western Pacific Region. 
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and relations between the various regions of WHO and regional arrangements made by other international 
organizations. The second alternative listed the wishes of the State or territory concerned among the other 
above-cited criteria to be taken into account. 

5. The Sixth World Health Assembly took no position on the alternative approaches suggested by the 
Executive Board. Rather, it decided in resolution WHA6.45 to defer consideration of the issue "... until the 
results of the studies undertaken by the United Nations and other specialized agencies have become known." 
It also decided that "... in the meantime, the assignment of Member States, Associate Members or territories 
shall be decided upon by the World Health Assembly on the lines hitherto adopted." 

6. The Health Assembly never reconsidered the general issue of the rules and criteria for determining the 
assignment of States to regions. From time to time, countries have requested assignment or transfer to a 
particular region; the request was transmitted by the Director-General to the Health Assembly, which in turn 
adopted a resolution acceding to the request. 

7. In summary, there are no fixed rules relating to the possibility for a country to change its region. There 
exists only the jurisprudence of the Health Assembly, consisting of a collection of resolutions, all of them 
following the views expressed by the State concerned as to the region to which it wished to be assigned. 

8. As requested by the Board, the question of the reassignment of Member States to regions was submitted 
to each of the regional committees during their most recent sessions and the views expressed are summarized 
in the annex to this document. 

ACTION BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

9. The Board may wish to consider whether or not to recommend to the Health Assembly a procedure for 
handling requests for reassignment of Member States to regions. 
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ANNEX 

COMMENTS OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEES 
ON THE TRANSFER OF MEMBERS 

BETWEEN REGIONS 

1_ REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR AFRICA 

The one delegation that spoke on the issue supported continuation of the existing situation in which the 
only criterion was the wish of the Member State concerned. 

2. REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE AMERICAS 

No views were expressed. 

3. REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR SOUTH-EAST ASIA 

The Regional Committee adopted resolution SEA/RC48/R6 which reads as follows: 

EXPRESSES the view that any request by a Member State from one Region of the World Health 
Organization for transfer to another Region should be carefully examined by the respective Regional 
Committees, and their views conveyed to the World Health Assembly for its consideration before the 
request is acted upon by that body,... 

4. REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR EUROPE 

No views were expressed. 

5. REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 

The Regional Committee adopted resolution EM/RC42/R.7 which contained the following paragraph: 

EXPRESSES its concern at the precipitous transfer of a Member State from one Region of WHO 
to another, without prior consultation with the Regional Committees of the Regions concerned; and 
CALLS UPON the World Health Assembly to ensure such consultation in similar instances in future;... 

6. REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC 

It was agreed that there should be no change in the procedure. 


