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1. Name of the international nongovernmental organization 
(hereinafter referred to as "the applicant") 

International Medical Parliamentarians Organization (IMPO) 

2. Address of headquarters and name of person(s) to whom correspondence should 
be addressed 

Professor Prasop Ratanakorn 
Secretary General 
IMPO “ 
c/o The Neurological Research Foundation Bldg 
Sala Pamnak 
312 Rajavithi Road 
Phyathai 
Bangkok 10400 
Thailand 

Tel: 00662 245 9596/9598 
Fax: 00662 246 8827 

Mr Shiv Khare, Executive Co-ordinator, IMPO (address, etc. as above) 

3. Genera丨 objectives of the applicant 

To promote cooperation in international policy-making and parliamentary activities on issues of concern 
to world health and medical care; 

to promote the highest standard of ethics in medical and health care services; 

to promote better global understanding of health and medical care issues; 

1 Based on questionnaire submitted by the applicant on 3 September 1994. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the nongovernmental organization 
itself and do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the WHO Secretariat concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or 
boundaries. 
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to promote and improve the ecological environment and to encourage the promotion of stable and 
environmentally sound economic development; 

to promote an international exchange of experience, information, and opinion on the matters above. 

4. What are the main activities of the applicant? 

Technical conferences - to keep members up-to-date on developments in medicine and related fields. 

Regional conferences - between medical and public health professionals for the exchange of views and 
information on regional health issues. 

Special task groups - of medical parliamentarians to gather and analyse relevant information and make 
recommendations on specific and urgent health issues such as HIV/AIDS, accidents and mass casualties, 
environmental health, maternal and child health, reproductive health, mental health, narcotics and drug abuse, 
etc. 

Maintain a list of medical parliamentarians around the world. 

5. How do the objectives and activities of the applicant relate to the General 
Programme of Work of WHO? 

The applicant has made a significant contribution towards WHO，s goal of Health for All by the year 
2000. 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 

(a) Please list the activities which the applicant has carried out jointly with WHO 
during the preceding period of working relations 

The applicant's first international conference, the preparations for which were discussed extensively with 
WHO, took place in Bangkok, February 1994. It was attended by more than 80 medical parliamentarians 
from 36 countries in all regions of the world. After presentations and discussions，the conference adopted 
the Bangkok Declaration covering the following topics: environmental health, population and development; 
organ transplantation; maternal, child health and AIDS; narcotics and drug abuse; and public health and 
development - the need for a new direction. The Director-General of WHO addressed the conference and 
technical presentations were made by experts recommended by WHO. 

In consultation and collaboration with WHO, preparations were made for a one-week intensive course 
in Bangkok (August, 1994) on infections of the central nervous system. One of the purposes of the course 
was to promote South-South cooperation. 

An international meeting, the principal topic of which was population and reproductive health, was held 
jointly with WHO in September 1994, Cairo. The Director-General of WHO addressed the meeting, and 
technical presentations were made by staff of WHO's programme on maternal and child health, including 
family planning. The meeting was also attended by the Regional Director of the Eastern Mediterranean. 

There will also be a joint meeting on HIV/AIDS in Paris, December 1994. 
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(b) Please specify those programmes and activities of WHO with which the 
applicant will wish to be associated in future, and give details of planned 
collaborative activities with WHO 

In view of the wide-ranging and mutual interests, the applicant's contacts with WHO will be 
coordinated by the programme on external coordination for health and social development. Joint collaboration 
will take the form of meetings, workshops and conferences on major public health issues of concern to WHO. 

7. (a) Does the applicant advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

No. 

(b) Has the applicant any special reservations as to treatment or health 
procedures? 

No. 

8. History of the applicant 

At the initiative of two parliamentarians, Dr Taro Nakayama, Member of the House of Representatives 
of the Diet of Japan and subsequently Minister of Foreign Affairs of Japan, and Dr Sir Gerard Vaughan, 
Member of Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and former Minister of 
Health, a meeting on parliamentarians' action for health took place in WHO headquarters from 2 to 
3 November 1989. Nine parliamentarians from seven countries participated - France, Italy, Japan, Mexico, 
Senegal, Thailand and the United Kingdom (two parliamentarians, from Germany and Kenya, could not 
attend), and decided to create the organization. 

The first General Assembly of the new organization was held in April 1990，in Japan, at which it was 
decided that the participants in the Geneva preparatory meeting would form the Executive Committee. Since 
then, the organization has conducted numerous activities, and membership has increased to 32 countries. 

9. Membership 

(a) List member/affiliated organizations, giving the countries in which they are 
established and the total number of persons who are members of each of these 
member/affiliated organizations 

Membership is individual and is open to qualified medical professionals who are parliamentarians. 
There are 62 members in the following 32 countries: Bangladesh, Bolivia, Cambodia, Cameroon, Czech 
Republic, Egypt, Fiji, France, Germany, India, Indonesia, Iraq, Japan, Kenya, Lao People's Democratic 
Republic, Malaysia, Malawi, Mongolia, Nepal, Nauru, Pakistan, Philippines, Romania, Senegal, Seychelles, 
Slovenia, Thailand, United Kingdom, Viet Nam, Western Samoa, Zambia, Zimbabwe. 

(b) Do member/affiliated applicants pay contributions to the applicant? 

Yes. 

3 
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(с) Are there other types of membership of the applicant such as individual 
members, associate members? 

Yes, Honorary Members and Associate Members; the former by invitation and the latter for suitably 
qualified persons working in health and medical care professions. 

10.丨s the applicant affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization, 
or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

Global Committee of Parliamentarians on Population and Development 
Asian Forum of Parliamentarians on Population and Development 
Inter-American Parliamentary Group on Population and Development 

11. Addresses of all branch or regional offices of the applicant 

Regional offices are as follows: 

African Professor P.A. Kane，c/o Assemblée Nationale, Place Soweto，Dakar, Senegal 

Americas Dr Javier Torres Goitia，c/o Parliament of Bolivia, Casilla, 9997 La Paz, 
Bolivia 

Eastern Mediterranean Professor Dr Mahfouz M.M., c/o Egyptian Parliament, Shoura Assembly Cairo, 
Egypt 

European 

South-East Asia 

Western Pacific 

Sir Gerard Vaughan, 28 Ponsonby Terrace, London，England 

Dr R. Suhadi, Jl Teuku Umar 4A，Jakarta 10350，Indonesia 

Rep. Hilarión J. Ramiro, Jr., c/o Philippine Legislator's Committee on 
Population and Development (PLCPD), 6121 North Wing, Batasan Complex, 
Quezon City 1126，Philippines 

12. Structure 

(a) Policy-making bodies such as conference, governing body, executive 
committee 

General Assembly, composed of all members, determines the policy of the organization. 

The Executive Committee, consisting of not more than 15 full members including, ex officio, the 
President, six regional Vice-Presidents, the Secretary-General and the Treasurer, is empowered to lead, direct 
and manage the affairs of the applicant. The regions are: Africa, Americas, South-East Asia, Eastern 
Mediterranean, European, and Western Pacific. 

(b) Frequency of meetings, with date of the last meeting of each 

General Assembly at least every three years; the last occasion was February 1994. 

Executive Committee at least once a year; the last occasion was February 1994. 
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13. Officers 

President Dr Taro Nakayama Japan 
Vice-President Sir Gerard Vaughan United Kingdom 
Vice-President Professor P.A. Kane Senegal 
Vice-President Dr Javier Torres Goitia Bolivia 
Vice-President Dr R. Suhadi Indonesia 
Vice-President Professor Dr Mahfouz M.M. Egypt 
Vice-President Rep. Hilarión J. Ramiro Jr. Philippines 
Secretary-General Prof. Dr. Prasop Ratanakorn Thailand 
Treasurer Dr Bernard Debré France 

14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership 
on matters concerned with the stated purposes of the applicant? 

Yes. 

15. Finances 

Financial reports as of April 1994 are available with the WHO Secretariat 

16. Publications 

A newsletter is published twice a year in English. There are plans to translate it into other languages. 

Reports of the applicant's international conferences and meetings are also published, currently in 
English only. 

The applicant plans to issue special briefing papers on matters requiring legislative attention. 

17. Documentation 

A copy of the applicant's constitution has been provided and is held by the WHO Secretariat. 


