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1. Name of the international nongovernmental organization 
(hereinafter referred to as "the applicant") 

International Women's Health Coalition (IWHC) 
La Coalition internationale pour la Santé de Femme (CISF) 

2. Address of headquarters and name of person to whom correspondence should be 
addressed 

Ms Adrienne Germain 
Vice President 
24，East 21st Street 
New York, New York 10010 

Tel: 001 212 979 8500 
Fax: 001 212 979 9009 

3. General objectives of the applicant 

To promote projects and to aid other agencies in ensuring high quality reproductive health for women 
and other related activities and to engage generally in causes or similar objectives to promote mental and 
physical health and the social and cultural improvement of humanity. It [the applicant] will act as a liaison 
body with other interested groups in distributing information and data in the areas of women's reproductive 
health care including all health services needed by women. It will also carry on other charitable, educational 
and scientific activities consistent with the foregoing purposes. 

4. What are the main activities of the applicant? 

Supports, through grants and technical assistance, innovative reproductive health programmes and 
services in developing countries. 

'Based on questionnaire submitted by the applicant on 20 July 1994. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the nongovernmental organization 
itself and do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the WHO Secretariat concerning the legal 
status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers or 
boundaries. 
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Fosters leadership and alliances among women internationally, through regional and international 
meetings, travel grants and information exchange. 

Promotes dialogue between women's health advocates and policy-makers and researchers in the field 
of health and population, by participating in meetings and task forces and disseminating information on 
women's needs for health care and family planning. 

Publishes books and essays (see also section 16 of the application) on issues related to population 
policies and reproductive health, and makes them available to northern decision-makers and governments and 
to southern nongovernmental organizations, health professionals and individuals. 

Exchanges and shares information with an informal global network of partners comprising more than 
4000 individuals, as well as national, regional and international nongovernmental organizations. It has strong 
alliances with organizations in the following countries: Bangladesh, Brazil, Cameroon, Chile, India, 
Indonesia, Nigeria, Peru, Philippines and Venezuela as well as with regional networks of women, including 
the Latin American and Caribbean Women's Health Network/ISIS International, and Development 
Alternatives with Women for a New Era (DAWN) and such international nongovernmental organizations as 
the Population Council and International Planned Parenthood Federation (nongovernmental organizations in 
official relations with WHO). 

Works with the media to raise public awareness of women's concerns about reproductive health issues, 
and translates policy recommendations into calls for action by governments and nongovernmental 
organizations. 

5. How do the objectives and activities of the applicant relate to the General 
Programme of Work of WHO? 

The applicant is concerned with the sexual and reproductive health of girls and women taking account 
of their full life cycles and of relevant male behaviour. In this connection it supports WHO'S work to 
promote research, innovative programmes and policy analysis. Its work relates directly to WHO programmes 
concerned with human reproduction, family health, safe motherhood, adolescent health and sexually 
transmitted diseases, including HIV/ADDS. Its contribution to the work of WHO is mainly to draw attention 
to women's perspectives and seek their incorporation in relevant policies; to facilitate dialogue between 
women's health advocates and health professionals (managers, scientists，service providers, etc.)； and to 
promote the sharing of information on women's health with the broad public. 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 

(a) Please list the activities which the applicant has carried out jointly with WHO 
during the preceding period of working relations 

Served as a resource organization for the WHO Technical Discussions on "Women, health and 
development", May 1992. 

Advised on and participated in the meeting of researchers and women's health advocates on fertility 
regulating vaccines, Geneva, August 1992. 

Advised on and participated in the Asian regional meeting on women's perspectives in the selection 
and introduction of fertility regulation technologies, Manila, October 1992. 

Participated in the interagency working group meeting on barrier methods of contraception, Geneva, 
January 1993. 
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Presented a paper and served as rapporteur for the international symposium organized by WHO and the 
Government of Mexico on contraceptive research and development for the year 2000 and beyond, Mexico 
City, March 1993. 

Participated in the interagency meeting on diaphragms, New York, October 1993，and assisted in the 
development of a protocol for assessing the acceptability, service delivery requirements and use effectiveness 
of diaphragms in some developing country family planning settings. 

Advised on the design of the WHO regional workshop for Africa on women's needs and perspectives 
in reproductive health, Nairobi, November 1993. 

Commented on the report of the WHO meeting on research priorities relating to women and AIDS, 
Geneva, November 1990. 

During 1993 prepared a document, "Withdrawal is a choice: a review of the literature and an agenda 
for research on coitus interruptus", for a task force of the Special Programme of Research, Development and 
Research Training in Human Reproduction (HRP) and at the request of the WHO Division of Family Health 
(FHE) commented on a paper, "Population issues and health". 

Participated in a WHO Scientific and Ethical Review Group discussion with women's health advocates, 
Geneva, June 1994, and commented on the draft report of discussions on the ethical aspects of research, 
development and introduction of fertility regulation methods. 

Advised on the content of a WHO/HRP-sponsored panel meeting of the Society for Advancement of 
Contraception (1994). 

During 1994 provided input and commented on several HRP and FUE documents, for example, on 
"Health population and development" prepared by WHO for the International Conference on Population and 
Development, Cairo, September 1994，and participated in various HRP meetings, including a meeting of its 
Policy and Coordination Committee. 

(b) Please specify those programmes and activities of WHO with which the 
applicant will wish to be associated in future，and give details of planned 
collaborative activities with WHO 

The applicant will continue to work jointly with HRP. Preparations have already begun to hold a 
regional meeting in Latin America on reproductive health issues in 1995，and it is expected that there will 
be joint follow-up of HRP's meeting on ethical issues in research, and other activities. Plans have also been 
made for the applicant to comment on various HRP documents. It is expected that less formal contact with 
FHE and the Global Programme on AIDS will also continue. 

7. (a) Does the applicant advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

No. 

(b) Has the applicant any special reservations as to treatment or health 
procedures? 

No. 
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8. History of the applicant 

The applicant was founded in 1980 as the National Women's Health Coalition. The current leadership 
took over in 1984 and expanded its mandate and mission to focus on women's reproductive health issues in 
southern countries. In 1986，it articulated its "reproductive health" approach which is grounded on the 
necessity of women's involvement in the creation of policies and programmes affecting the health of women. 
Throughout the late 1980s, the applicant built up in-country programmes, providing funding for reproductive 
health programmes and movements in Asia, Africa and Latin America, and supporting women's health 
programmes that cover the full range of women's reproductive health needs, including sexually transmitted 
diseases, reproductive tract infections and the transmission of HIV/AIDS，and publications. During the 1990s, 
it evolved to include global policy activities and USA-based advocacy efforts to promote women's 
reproductive health, as well as continuing its country programme activities. 

9. Membership 

(a) List member/affiliated organizations, giving the countries in which they are 
established and the total number of persons who are members of each of these 
member/affiliated organizations 

The applicant is not a membership organization. 

(b) Do member/affiliated organizations pay contributions to the applicant? 

Not applicable. The applicant is supported by grants, donations and services rendered in its field of 
activity. 

(c) Are there other types of membership of the applicant such as individual 
members, associate members? 

While the applicant has no members or categories of membership, its informal network is open to any 
individual or organization wanting to obtain more information about women's reproductive health and rights 
issues, or seeking to secure reproductive health and rights at the local, national, regional or global levels. 

10. Is the applicant affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization， 
or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

The applicant applied in June 1994 for consultative status with the United Nations. 

11. Addresses of all branch or regional offices of the applicant 

None. 

12. Structure 

(a) Policy-making bodies such as conference, governing body, executive 
committee 

The applicant is managed by its Board of Directors, comprising up to 21 directors, whose terms are four 
years. Board members are eligible for two consecutive terms. Members of the current Board of Directors 
are: 
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Byllye Avery (United States of America); Ellen Chesler (United States of America); 
Jacqueline de Chollet (United Kingdom); France Donnay (Belgium); Ana Dumois (United States of 
America); Joan Dunlop (United Kingdom/United States of America); Mathea Falco (United States of 
America); Aníbal Faundes (Brazil); Richard B. Gamble (United States of America); 
W. David Hopper (Canada); Sandra M. Kabir (Bangladesh); Marjorie Fine Knowles (United States 
of America); O .A. Lapido (Nigeria); Judith Lichtman (United States of America); Aryeh Neier 
(United States of America); Barbara Pillsbury (United States of America); Anastasia Posadskaya 
(Russian Federation); Gita Sen (India). 

(b) Frequency of meetings, with date of the last meeting of each 

The Board meets twice a year; the most recent meeting was in May 1994. 

13. Officers 

Chairperson, Board of Directors: Ms M.F. Knowles 
President: Ms J. Dunlop 
Treasurer and Secretary: Mr R.B. Gamble 

The applicant's Secretariat is composed of 16 paid staff, headed by an Administrative Director. 

14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership 
on matters concerned with the stated purposes of the applicant? 

Yes. 

15. Finances 

Financial statements for the years 1991-1993 have been provided and are held by the WHO Secretariat. 

16. Publications 

Population policies reconsidered: health, empowerment and rights, published with the Harvard Center 
for Population and Development Studies (1994). In English only. 

Reproductive health and justice: international women 's health conference for Cairo '94, Report, 
published 1994. In English, with French and Spanish translations forthcoming. 

Reproductive tract infections: global impact and priorities for women ’s health, prepared in association 
with the applicant and the Rockefeller Foundation, and published by Plenum Press (1993). In English only. 

The culture of silence: reproductive tract infections among women in the Third World, published by 
the applicant English and Spanish versions available. 

Most of the publications are supplied free of charge to colleagues in Africa, Asia and Latin America. 

An annual report is produced for donors each year as well as reports of major meetings, for example, 
Challenging the culture of silence: building alliances to end reproductive tract infections, Report of a 
meeting in Barbados, March 16-18, 1992 (forthcoming). 
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17. Documentation 

A copy of the applicant's by-laws has been provided and is held by the WHO Secretariat 


