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1. Name of the international nongovernmental organization 
(hereinafter referred to as "the applicant") 

Council on Health Research for Development (COHRED) 
Le Conseil de la Recherche en Santé pour le Développement (COHRED) 

2. Address of headquarters and name of person to whom correspondence should be 
addressed 

The Coordinator 
c/o United Nations Development Programme 
Palais des Nations 
CH-1211 Geneva 10 
Switzerland 

Tel: ( + 41-22) 798.58.50 (Central Line) 
(+41-22) 798.57.83 (Direct Line) 

Fax: ( + 41-22) 733.14.52 
Telex: 415 464 udp ch 

3. Genera丨 objectives of the applicant 

For all the people of each country to achieve health and quality of life on the basis of equity and 
social justice. 

4. What are the main activities of the applicant? 

A. The applicant promotes an essential national health research (ENHR) strategy based on a 
communications strategy and plan. ENHR is defined as a comprehensive strategy for organizing and 
managing national research (see section 8 below), by the following means: 

1 Based on reply to questionnaire submitted by the applicant and received in WHO on 18 November 1993. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the nongovernmental 
organization itself and do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the WHO Secretariat 
concerning the legal status of any country, territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of 
its frontiers or boundaries. 
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-establishing and maintaining international links for countries to share health research information 
and experiences; 

-collecting, analysing and synthesizing information about ENHR; 

- p r e p a r i n g and disseminating documents concerning all aspects of ENHR, including its regional and 
global effectiveness and its national sustainability; and 

-prov id ing assistance to countries in the acquisition and use of the communications methodology 
required to establish and maintain links for scientific and technical information. 

B. Facilitate the use of the strategy by countries that wish to implement it by: 

-p rov id ing countries with information about ENHR and relevant research activities, results and 
methods; 

-ass is t ing countries in the recruitment of competent consultants of their choice; 

-p rov id ing "seed support" for the development of a country's ENHR plan; 

- w o r k i n g with countries to obtain the required external resources to implement their ENHR plans; 

- p r o m o t i n g and developing links and partnerships between researchers, communities and 
policy-makers in countries in order to evolve and implement their ENHR plans; 

- c r e a t i n g and maintaining, at regional and global levels，networks of countries implementing or 
interested in the ENHR strategy; and 

-b r ing ing countries together to share their ENHR experiences and identify regional and global 
health research needs and opportunities. 

C. Analyse the global effectiveness of ENHR and assist countries in national analyses and assessments 
by means of: 

- a c t i n g as the "focal point" for the monitoring and analysis of regional and global aggregates of 
national ENHR initiatives; 

-ass i s t ing countries in the evaluation of their ENHR process and its impact upon health research 
and the health status of the people; and 

- ident i fy ing common health research problems, gaps in knowledge and needs and opportunities for 
regional and global collaborative health research. 

D. Carry out special projects related to the ENHR strategy at the request of countries and with the 
approval of the applicant's Board. 

5. How do the objectives and activities of the applicant relate to the General 
Programme of Work of WHO? 

The applicant's objectives and activities relate specifically to World Health Assembly resolution 
WHA43.19 wherein bilateral and multilateral development agencies, nongovernmental organizations and 
foundations, inter alia, are urged: 

"(1) to increase their support for essential health research and for research capability building; 
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(2) to support and strengthen，in the health and related science and technology sectors, national 
coordinating mechanisms to promote research，policy-making, planning and management; and 

(3) to support the development of international partnerships to strengthen national scientific and 
research infrastructures and countries' capabilities to absorb technology and solve problems." 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 

(a) Please list the activities which the applicant has carried out jointly with WHO 
during the preceding period of working relations 

The applicant and its immediate antecedent1 have collaborated with the health systems research and 
development programme in WHO since 1991. Collaboration taking the form of participation by WHO and 
the applicant in each other's meetings. A recent example of collaboration is the cosponsorship by the 
applicant of an interregional workshop on health systems research held in Mexico in 1992. 

It was instrumental in sensitizing the donor community to the scale of the worldwide tuberculosis 
problem, an activity highly supportive of the WHO tuberculosis programme. 

It was represented at the meeting of interested parties of the Division of Diarrhoeal and Acute 
Respiratory Disease Control held in July 1993. 

In May 1993 it was granted official observer status of the Joint Coordinating Board of the Special 
Programme for Research and Training in Tropical Diseases (TDR). It also co-funded a national workshop 
on identification of health research priorities in Guinea in November 1992，and regularly exchanges 
information and mutual invitations to meetings on topics of interest to both the applicant and TDR. 

The applicant participated in the Committee on Resources of the Special Programme of Research, 
Development and Research Training in Human Reproduction (HRP) and it is expected that it will be 
represented at its next meeting in 1994. 

The report of the September-October 1992 meeting of the WHO global Advisory Committee on 
Health Research, which was attended by the applicant, recommends that cooperation with the applicant be 
encouraged. 

WHO attended the applicant's Board sessions as an observer. 

(b) Please specify those programmes and activities of WHO with which the 
applicant will wish to be associated in future, and give details of planned 
collaborative activities with WHO 

The applicant plans to continue to work closely with WHO to assist countries in applying the essential 
national health research strategy and evolving and implementing their essential health research plans. It 
will also work with WHO at the regional and global levels in all activities that enable countries to strengthen 
their health research capacities. The identification of health and health-related problems requiring 
international research initiatives, along with the development of suitable enabling mechanisms，will feature 
in the collaboration. 

1 The Task Force on Health Research for Development (1990-1993). 
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7. (a) Does the applicant advocate any special health measures or 
procedures? 

No. 

(b) Has the applicant any special reservations as to treatment or health 
procedures? 

No. 

8. History of the applicant 

The applicant evolved from the Commission on Health Research for Development (1987-1990) and 
the Task Force on Health Research for Development (1990-1993). 

Commission on Health Research for Development 

The Commission on Health Research for Development was established in 1987 to study and make 
recommendations as to how research might improve the health and well-being of the peoples of the 
developing world. Following a worldwide analysis of health conditions and health research, the Commission 
concluded that research is an essential but often neglected link between human aspiration and action, that 
good health is a driving force for development based upon equity and social justice and that research to 
support informed decision-making for health action deserves the highest priority. 

The Commission recommended that all developing countries，no matter how poor，should use 
research to promote knowledge, to guide policy and strengthen health action and to maximize the use of 
limited resources to improve human health. The focus of health research should be national, and each 
country should have a research base that enables it to deal with its health problems. The priorities of 
national research agendas should serve as the starting point for global research efforts. 

The process of setting priorities for national health research must involve three groups of 
constituencies - scientists, decision-makers and representatives of the people - as equal partners. The 
Commission called this concept "essential national health research" (ENHR). From this concept，ENHR 
has evolved into a strategy for studies required to improve the health of people on the basis of equity and 
social justice. 

The Task Force on Health Research for Development 

The Task Force on Health Research for Development was formed in December 1990 to implement 
the Commission's recommendations and promote the ENHR strategy, and to support countries in the 
development of their ENHR plans. Eighteen countries began to apply the ENHR strategy between 
January 1991 and March 1993 and over 20 more are planning to do so. 

At the end of its mandate，the Task Force and the countries that were actively involved in 
implementing the strategy assessed progress and recommended the establishment of a mechanism to 
continue the work of the Task Force. This recommendation was endorsed by the 88 participants from 40 
countries and various agencies and organizations at the Second International Conference on Health 
Research for Development in Geneva，Switzerland on 8 and 9 March 1993. The strong endorsement led 
a group of individuals to establish the applicant as a long-term mechanism to carry forward the 
implementation of ENHR and the other recommendations of the Commission. 
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The Council on Health Research for Development (COHRED) 

The Council on Health Research for Development (COHRED) was established in Geneva in 
March 1993 as a nongovernmental organization to continue the work of the Commission and the Task 
Force. COHRED serves as a means by which countries，agencies and organizations (governmental and 
nongovernmental) can work together to promote，facilitate and support ENHR and to tackle health 
problems of international priority requiring joint action. 

9. Membership 

(a) List member/affiliated organizations, giving the countries in which they are 
established and the total number of persons who are members of each of these 
member/affiliated organizations 

Members of the applicant's Board，which constitute the statutory membership, are as follows: 

Dr C.J. Chetsanga (Zimbabwe); Dr S.A. Chowdhury (Bangladesh); Dr F.B.T. Diallo (Guinea); 
Professor E. Ezzat (Egypt); Dr J. Foundohou (Benin); Dr M.A.D. Lansang (Philippines); 
Professor R. Owor (Uganda); Professor O. Ransome-Kuti (Nigeria); Dr F. Salamanca (Nicaragua); 
Dr J. Sepúlveda (Mexico); Dr Suwanwela (Thailand); Dr S.P. Tripathy (India); Dr L. Freij，Swedish 
Agency for Research Cooperation with Developing Countries; Dr M. Кегкег, Swiss Development 
Cooperation; Dr M. Law, International Development Research Centre; Dr P. Rosenfield，Carnegie 
Corporation; Mr T. Rothermel，United Nations Development Programme. 

(b) Do member/affiliated organizations pay contributions to the applicant? 

No. The applicant is financed through contributions, grants, gifts or bequests and payments for 
services from any individual, body，organization or government. 

(c) Are there other types of membership of the applicant such as individual 
members, associate members? 

In addition to the statutory membership, the following countries, agencies and organizations have 
formally expressed their interest in collaborating with the applicant and constitute the group through which 
it will implement is activities and from which membership of the Board will be drawn: 

Brazil, Canada，Colombia, Ghana, Kenya, Mozambique, Pakistan, Sudan, United Republic of 
Tanzania, United Nations Children's Fund，United Kingdom Overseas Development Administration, 
Commonwealth Caribbean Medical Research Council, Mauritius Institute of Health, Edna McConnell 
Clark Foundation, Rockefeller Foundation，Thrasher Research Fund, The Pew Charitable Trusts. 

10. Is the applicant affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization, 
or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

No. 

11. Addresses of all branch or regional offices of the applicant 

There are no branch or regional offices. 
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12. Structure 

(a) Policy-making bodies such as conference, governing body, executive committee 

The supreme policy-making body is the Board, consisting of 18 members selected by the Board from 
the group listed in 9(c) above. 

The Coordinator, selected by the Board，is the "executive organ" with power of individual signature, 
and serves as the chief of the applicant's secretariat which assists the Coordinator and the Board in all 
aspects of their functions and serves as the technical and administrative organ. 

(b) Frequency of meetings, with date of the last meeting of each 

The Board meets as often as is necessary and at least once each year; the last occasion was 
28-29 August 1993. 

13. Officers 

The Coordinator - Dr Richard Wilson 

The Coordinator has a secretariat of 5 professionals and 3 support staff. All positions are salaried. 

14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the 
membership on matters concerned with the stated purposes of the 
applicant? 

Yes. 

15. Finances 

A copy of the applicant's plan of work and budget for the period April 1993 - December 1997 has 
been provided and is held by the WHO Secretariat. 

16. Publications 

(1) Brochures describing the applicant's work, etc.，and ENHR (English, French and Spanish). 

(2) "Strengthening national research capacity for ENHR" • to be published in early 1994. A 
comprehensive guide for countries on the scope of health research and how countries may 
strengthen their national research capacities (English and French). 

(3) Report of the Second International Conference on Health Research for Development - to be 
published in early 1994 (English). 

(4) National essential health research plans (Summaries). Countries and the applicant publish 
summaries of essential health research plans and budgets (English and French). 

17. Documentation 

A copy of the applicant's Statutes has been provided and is held by the WHO Secretariat. 


