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This report is submitted in accordance with resolution EB59.R8 by which the Executive 
Board decided, inter alia, that the Director-General's report on coordination within the 
United Nations system to its January session should deal with those matters which 
specifically require reporting to, or immediate action by, the Board, it being understood that 
a more comprehensive report would be submitted to the next Health Assembly. In January 
1993 the Executive Board adopted resolution EB91.R19 which recognized the important 
developments taking place in the United Nations system and the implications which these 
could have for international health work, and requested the Director-General to keep the 
Executive Board informed of progress on activities conducted in cooperation with other 
partners belonging to the United Nations system. 

Section IX of the present report is devoted to cooperation with regional organizations, both 
within and outside the United Nations system. In its deliberations on policy matters while 
reviewing the proposed Programme and Budget for 1994-1995 the Executive Board 
emphasized that "At the regional level, the Organization must foster closer ties with other 
regional intergovernmental entities having responsibilities in the health field." (Document 
EB91 /1993/REC/1, p. 82.) Accordingly, the Executive Board is invited to consider the draft 
decision set out in Section X. Its implementation would enable the Executive Board and the 
Health Assembly to provide the requisite policy guidance on the Organization's future 
collaboration with regional and intergovernmental organizations, within and outside the 
United Nations system, having responsibility in the health field. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. At its ninety-first session in January 1993 the Executive Board adopted resolution EB91.R19 entitled: 
"Reinforcing collaboration for health and development within the United Nations system". The resolution 
urges Member States to ensure that the primary importance of health and the need for collaboration and 
coordination in matters relating to health and development are brought to the forefront in the international 
arena. The Director-General is requested, inter alia: 

to provide technical expertise on matters affecting human health and affecting the promotion of health 
or health-related programmes, within the United Nations system, reminding all concerned of WHO's role 
as the directing and coordinating authority on international health work, in order to enhance international 
social and economic cooperation and to further progress in Member States; 

to enhance collaboration within the framework provided by the Administrative Committee on 
Coordination for greater complementarity within the United Nations system, and to promote an integrated 
approach to technical cooperation with countries. 

The Executive Board is to be kept informed of progress achieved through the annual report of the Director-
General on collaboration within the United Nations system. 

2. In accordance with this resolution, the Director-General draws the attention of the Executive Board 
to developments in the United Nations General Assembly which are of special importance to W H O , action 
taken in the Economic and Social Council and the Administrative Committee on Coordination, and various 
related activities. 

II. UNITED NATIONS GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

3. The forty-eight session of the United Nations General Assembly opened on 21 September 1993 under 
the presidency of Guyana (the smallest country ever to provide a President for the General Assembly). The 
total membership of the United Nations now stands at 184. The General Assembly had before it an agenda 
containing more than 200 items. This session may well be remembered for the attention given to human 
rights, including creation of the post of High Commissioner for Human Rights, and to issues concerning 
women. 

III. HUMAN RIGHTS 

4. In December 1991 the Director-General formally constituted a Working Group on Human Rights 
which has significantly enhanced coordination and cooperation between the different W H O programme 
areas concerned with human rights aspects of health and, in particular, helped to give effect to the right 
of every human being to enjoy the highest attainable standard of health. It also made it possible to prepare 
an Organization-wide document for the historic World Conference on Human Rights (Vienna, 14-25 June 
1993).

1
 This Conference, in which W H O played a substantive role, adopted the Vienna Declaration and 

Programme of Action,
2
 which focuses on a number of areas that echo WHO's concerns. These concerns 

1 United Nations document A/CONF.157/PC/61/Add.8, dated 29 March 1993. In addition, document 

W H O / D G H / 9 3 . 1 entitled "Human rights in relation to women's health" was widely distributed during and after the 

Conference. It will appear as a formal publication in 1994. 

2 United Nations document A/CONF.157/23，dated 12 July 1993. 
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are likewise reflected in various sections of the Secretary-General，s report to the General Assembly.
1
 In 

resolution 48/121 the General Assembly endorsed the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action and 
requested the United Nations organs and agencies to take further action to implement all recommendations. 
The increased attention being paid to the interface between human rights and health is also reflected in 
WHO's active cooperation with and participation in relevant meetings of the Commission on Human Rights 
and its various committees, the Sub-commission on Prevention of Discrimination and Protection of 
Minorities, and the Commission on the Status of Women. 

5. W H O played an active role in the seminar on appropriate indicators to measure achievements in the 
progressive realization of economic, social and cultural rights organized by the Centre for Human Rights 
(Geneva, 25-29 January 1993)

2
 and is cooperating with UNICEF in the development of an information base 

on children's rights. It has made substantive contributions on health-related matters to reports prepared 
by various United Nations Special Rapporteurs, including the Special Rapporteur on the sale of children, 
child prostitution and child pornography. Moreover, General Assembly resolution 48/157 requested W H O 
to contribute to a comprehensive study on the protection of children in armed conflict to be conducted by 
an expert appointed by the Secretary-General. 

6. On 6 December 1993 the United Nations Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights 
organized a one-day general discussion on the right to health, from the standpoint of Article 12 of the 
International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights. This meeting was attended by several 
staff members of W H O and numerous experts on the human rights aspects of health. The deliberations 
focused on the significance of the concept of non-discrimination in the health sector, and that of a "core 
content" of health. 

7. The post of High Commissioner for Human Rights established by General Assembly resolution 
48/141 was endowed with wide-ranging functions and powers, including protection and promotion of human 
rights and the furthering of development as a universal and inalienable right. 

IV. AGENDA FOR DEVELOPMENT 

8. The Secretary-General submitted a short report on an agenda for development to the General 
Assembly,

3
 based on the views offered by 15 Member States, the European Union, and the Nordic Group 

of countries, and on the outcome of consultations within A C C in which W H O participated. He is, however, 
expected to present a more substantial report early in 1994, and the General Assembly has decided that 
the subject be considered in depth at the substantive session of 1994 of the Economic and Social Council, 
and at the forty-ninth session of the General Assembly (resolution 48/166). 

V. AGENDA FOR PEACE 

9. The overriding concern of most of the heads of State and government who addressed the General 
Assembly was the crises around the world affecting peace and security, particularly in Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, Haiti, and Somalia. 

1 United Nations document A/48/1. 

2 United Nations document A/CONF.157/PC/73, dated 20 April 1993. 

3 United Nations document A/48/689. 
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United Nations peace-keeping operations 

10. United Nations peace-keeping operations now number 18，involving 76 500 military, civilian, and 
police personnel. The United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia is winding down after 
completion of its mandate to establish a government in accordance with a new constitution. W H O 
supported the authorities in Cambodia in the reconstruction and reorientation of the public health system. 

11. A notable feature of United Nations peace-keeping operations is the expansion of the mandate of 
the United Nations through Security Council action to respond to demands related to ethnic conflicts and 
the breakdown of nation-States, and the use by the Security Council of its enforcement powers under 
Chapter VII of the Charter of the United Nations. In the process, however, a total of 135 military and 18 
civilian staff engaged in United Nations peace-keeping operations lost their lives during the 12 months up 
to September 1993. A C C expressed grave concern about security of staff who are discharging complex 
responsibilities, often in increasingly difficult and dangerous circumstances, and noted with appreciation the 
measures undertaken on behalf of the Secretary-General to review the overall security management 
arrangements and procedures to enhance the United Nations security system in the lî ht of changing 
requirements.

1
 In resolution 48/42 the United Nations General Assembly welcomed these measures and 

called upon the Security Council to include in its mandate specific provisions relating to the status and 
safety of United Nations personnel. 

12. W H O technical advisory services to peace-keeping operations with special attention to HIV/AIDS 
has been the subject of a series of consultations among the United Nations Department of Peace-keeping 
Operations, the United Nations Joint Medical Services, and the W H O Global Programme on AIDS. 
Guidelines are being prepared, and collaboration between the Department and W H O is expected to 
continue. 

Occupied Arab territories, including Palestine 

13. After signature of the Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-Government Arrangements between 
the Palestine Liberation Organization and the Government of Israel on 13 September 1993, a Conference 
to Support Middle-East Peace was convened jointly by the Secretary of State of the United States of 
America and the Foreign Minister of the Russian Federation in Washington on 1 October 1993. The 
Conference recorded pledges of about US$ 2000 million, of which US$ 600 million was earmarked for 1994. 
The first Consultative Group meeting for International Assistance to the Palestinian People was held in 
Paris on 16 December 1993 under the chairmanship of the World Bank with W H O participation. The 
General Assembly, in resolution 48/213 called upon organizations and agencies of the United Nations 
system to intensify their assistance and improve coordination through an appropriate mechanism under the 
auspices of the Secretary-General. 

14. The Director-General of W H O paid an official visit to Israel and the occupied Arab territories from 
2 to 5 December 1993. It is expected that W H O will play a catalytic role in the transfer of the health 
services to the Palestinian interim authority. In October, and in response to resolution WHA46.26 which 
reiterated the request to the Director-General to continue his efforts to implement the special assistance 
programme and provide the systematic support required to enable the Palestinian people to assume 
responsibility for their own health services, W H O had issued an appeal for a total of US$ 10 million. The 
bulk of this amount is earmarked for implementing primary health care projects, addressing some of the 
most urgent environmental health problems, supporting immunization campaigns, and assisting secondary 
and tertiary health care facilities to upgrade their services. 

1 Summary of conclusions, ACC first regular session of 1993 (Rome, 19-20 April 1993). 
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VI. RESTRUCTURING AND REVITALIZATION OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

15. The restructuring of the United Nations Secretariat, its programmes and funds, begun in 1992, has 
resulted in the reduction or redistribution of several high-level posts. The General Assembly has, however, 
decided to keep under review the number and distribution of high-level posts and has requested the 
Secretary-General to provide a clear rationale for the establishment of such posts in the future 
(resolution 48/218D). Streamlining of the activities between the United Nations and its programmes has 
resulted in the relocation of the United Nations Office for Projects Services, formerly under the 
Administrator of UNDP, to the United Nations Department for Development Support and Management 
Services. This merger, upon completion, will create an autonomous self-financing entity and the largest 
single executing agency for U N D P programmes and projects in the United Nations system. 

Restructuring of the United Nations in the economic and social fields 

16. Aspects of the restructuring of the United Nations in the economic and social fields which are already 
being implemented have been formally recognized by the General Assembly in resolution 48/162. The 
General Assembly focused mainly on streamlining the composition and work of the governing bodies of 
UNDP, UNICEF, U N F P A and the WFP, in all of which W H O participates. Resolution 48/162 transforms 
the governing bodies of U N D P and UNICEF into executive boards, consisting of 36 members each 
(geographical distribution of members is Africa 8，Asia 7，Eastern Europe 4，Latin America and the 
Caribbean 5, and 12 from Western Europe and other States). Attendance at, and participation in decision-
making will be restricted to elected members only. The executive boards will meet once a year in regular 
session with intervening meetings as necessary and exert a direct supervisory role over these organizations. 
Similar arrangements should apply to WFP, and consultations are to be undertaken immediately between 
the United Nations and FAO. The need for a separate board for U N F P A is to be decided after the 
population conference to be held in 1994 (see paragraph 34). 

United Nations unified offices 

17. The Executive Board was informed in document EB91/33 of the formation by the Secretary-General 
of a single United Nations presence in some countries to encompass the programmes under his direct 
authority. Nine such offices currently exist - in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Eritrea, Georgia, Kazakhstan, 
Russian Federation, Ukraine and Uzbekistan. The Secretary-General sought to clarify the Secretariat's 
approach to these "interim offices"

1
 with a view to having their existence confirmed by the General 

Assembly and the pattern applied in other countries. Some features of the "unified offices" concept have 
been welcomed by delegations and the United Nations system, for example, widening the pool of qualified 
candidates to head these offices, common premises for all United Nations funds and programmes, and the 
invitation to the specialized agencies to be represented in the common premises. The W H O Regional 
Office for Europe has been working closely with the interim offices in Eastern Europe and the Russian 
Federation. 

18. There has, however, been a certain resistance to expanding this approach, particularly on the part of 
the developing countries, attributable to alleged "politicization" of these offices. It has therefore been 
agreed that the offices will now become "field offices of the United Nations development system". The 
General Assembly, in resolution 48/209，authorized the establishment of these offices and stressed that they 
should comply fully with the provisions of General Assembly resolution 47/199，in particular with regard 
to the role and functions of the United Nations resident coordinator. 

1 United Nations document A/48/146 and oral report of 9 November 1993. 
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Post of Inspector-General 

19. In September 1993 the Secretary-General established the Office for Inspections and Investigations, 
supported by a large staff and a budget of some US$ 12 million for 1994/1995. This was the first step 
towards creation of the high-level post of "Inspector-General" urged by some Member States, in particular 
the United States of America. The post would have broad audit, evaluation, and investigation authority, 
and eventually encompass the specialized agencies. The General Assembly, in resolution 48/218 (E III), 
decided that a 25-member intergovernmental group of legal and financial experts, appointed by the 
President of the General Assembly, should convene no later than 31 March 1994, and report to the forty-
ninth General Assembly on this matter. In response to the proposal by France that a "disciplinary court" 
for financial and budgetary questions should be established, the Secretary-General was requested to obtain 
the views of Member States on the possibility of either establishing a new jurisdiction and procedural 
mechanism, or extending the mandates and improving the functioning of existing mechanisms. This matter 
has thus been deferred to the forty-ninth General Assembly in 1994. 

VII. COORDINATION IN THE ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL 

20. The Economic and Social Council gave prominence to health matters in its deliberations in 1993. 
Three days of the high-level segment of its substantive session (28 to 30 June 1993) were devoted to the 
role of the United Nations system in promoting social development, including preparations for a World 

Summit for Social Development. The Director-General participated in the discussions, assuring the Council 
of WHO's support for the World Summit and informing it of the Organization's activities. 

World Summit for Social Development 

21. The World Summit for Social Development, to be hosted by the Government of Denmark in 
Copenhagen from 6 to 12 March 1995，will address three themes: social integration, reduction of poverty, 
and expansion of productive employment. The need to define the impact of social development on health, 
and its interaction with all three themes, became apparent during interagency consultations that preceded 
the organizational session of the Summit's Preparatory Committee (New York, 12 to 16 April 1993). W H O 
convened a meeting of experts from 6 to 8 December 1993 to review the subject of health and social 
development within the framework of the social crisis of the 1990s. In addition to reaffirming the relevance 
of the social goal of health for all and of the primary health care approach as a means of responding to the 
prevailing social situation, the experts drew attention to the importance of medico-social services, 
particularly at community level. They also affirmed that primary responsibility for social development rests 
at national level, with the international community playing a supportive role. The experts' report will form 
part of WHO's contribution to the first session of the Preparatory Committee, thus responding to General 
Assembly resolution 48/100 which specifically invites W H O to make a contribution to the preparatory 
process. 

22. In preparing for WHO's participation in the Summit activities, close consultation and a common 
understanding of regional social problems form the basis of collaboration between W H O and the 
corresponding regional commissions of the United Nations. W H O has actively contributed to the execution 
of the information strategy for the Summit as a member of the Joint United Nations Information 
Committee. 

Control of malaria and diarrhoeal diseases 

23. The coordination segment of the Counc i l focused on coordination of the activities of the United 

Nations system in the fíelds of preventive action and intensification of the struggle against malaria and 

against diarrhoeal diseases, in particular cholera. The Secretary-General requested W H O , as the directing 
and coordinating authority on international health work, to act as the "task manager" in preparation of a 
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report to the Council. Eleven organizations cooperated with W H O . A useful dialogue ensued which raised 
the Council's awareness of the many social and economic problems related to these and other diseases. 

24. The Council's agreed conclusion 1993/2
1
 brought to the attention of the international community the 

major impediments to social and economic development that malaria and diarrhoeal diseases can cause, 
and stressed that the benefits of prevention and treatment dwarf the costs involved. Particular attention 
should be devoted to, among other things, targeted investments for a better infrastructure for health. In 
addition, the United Nations system should give full consideration to the health implications of proposed 
activities within its development programmes and projects. 

25. The Council invited the Secretary-General to prepare a report in collaboration with W H O and other 
relevant bodies, organs and organizations of the United Nations system on the implementation of its 
recommendations, which will be submitted to its substantive session in 1994. Steps taken through this 
process, expected to address specifically malaria and diarrhoeal diseases, should also improve coordination 
of the support provided by United Nations organizations to other national priorities, especially those 
relating to health and development. W H O is again acting as the "task manager" for preparation of this 
report, which should be completed by the end of April 1994. 

Tobacco or health 

26. The Health Assembly, in resolution WHA45.20 on multisectoral collaboration on WHO's programme 
on "tobacco or health", requested the Council to include the subject of "tobacco or health" in the agenda 
of its substantive session of 1993, a proposal which was accepted by the Council during its organizational 
session. A report from the Director-General of W H O was submitted to the Council which, after an 
interesting debate, adopted resolution 1993/79, requesting the Secretary-General to establish, under the 
auspices of W H O , a focal point for multisectoral collaboration on the economic and social aspects of 
tobacco production and consumption, taking into particular account the serious health consequences of 
tobacco use. The Secretary-General of U N C T A D has accordingly been requested to designate a focal point 
within U N C T A D for coordination of responsibilities, in particular between UNDP, U N C T A D , UNIDO, 
ILO，FAO, W H O and the World Bank. 

27. Although U N C T A D welcomed this responsibility, the entire functions of "focal point" could not be 
carried out without additional resources being made available. On the understanding that action to 
mobilize the necessary resources would be initiated, a letter on behalf of the Secretary-General has been 
sent to all organizations concerned to inform them of the designation of the focal point and of its mandate; 
to request the plan of action of each organization (referred to in paragraph (8) of resolution 1993/79); and 
to inform them of a proposed consultation in March/April 1994 to review the plans and harmonize the 
interfaces and overlaps. The results of the action taken will be reported to the Council in 1994, along with 
an overall plan of action proposed by the United Nations system as a whole. The governing bodies of 
W H O will be kept informed of all developments in this connection. 

Control and prevention of HIV/AIDS 

28. The Director-Generars annual report on progress in implementing the global AIDS strategy within 
the United Nations system

2
 was submitted to the Council in July 1993, and to the forty-eighth General 

Assembly in October 1993. The Council's resolution 1993/51 fully supported resolution WHA46.37, which 
called for a study on the feasibility and practicability of a joint and cosponsored United Nations programme 
on HIV and AIDS. (See document EB93/27.) 

1 The Council decided that the output of the coordination segment in 1993 would be agreed conclusions (rather 

than a concluding statement by the Chairman) which were viewed as being less binding on Member States than a 

resolution, but having more weight than the views put forward by the Chairman. 

2 United Nations document A/48/159-E/1993/59. 
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29. WHO's policy of non-sponsorship of international AIDS conferences in countries which place short-
term travel restrictions on HIV-infected people and people with AIDS was approved by A C C in October 
1993 for application throughout the United Nations system. According to this policy, W H O and other 
organizations of the United Nations system will not sponsor, cosponsor or financially support international 
conferences or meetings on AIDS in countries which have entry requirements which discriminate solely on 
the basis of a person's HIV status. 

30. Details of other activities carried out by W H O in collaboration with organizations of the United 
Nations system are described in section VII of the Director-General's annual report to the Executive Board 
on implementation of the global AIDS strategy (document EB93/26). 

Humanitarian assistance 

31. The Council also reviewed coordination of humanitarian assistance, including the continuum from 

emergency relief to rehabilitation and development. The Council's agreed conclusion 1993/1 reaffirmed 
General Assembly resolution 46/182 as the basis for strengthening the coordination of United Nations 
humanitarian assistance for natural disasters and other emergencies. The conclusions called on the 
operational agencies of the United Nations system to implement, through the Interagency Standing 
Committee of which W H O is a member, the agreed division of responsibilities, and emphasized the role 
of the Emergency Relief Coordinator in facilitating access to emergency areas, coordinating interagency 
needs assessment missions, preparing consolidated appeals, and supporting field coordination. The General 
Assembly, in resolution 48/57, expressed full agreement with the Council's conclusions and invited 
operational agencies to contribute to field-level coordination in the early stages of an emergency. A 
description of activities undertaken by W H O in the early warning, preparedness, and response phases of 
emergencies is set out in document EB93/15. 

32. The Council, in decision 1993/328, and the General Assembly, in resolution 48/188，welcomed the 
offer of the Government of Japan to act as host to the World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction, 

from 23 to 27 May 1994 in Yokohama, Japan. The Conference will carry out a midterm review of the 
activities of the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction to which W H O contributes. 

Chernobyl 

33. The Council, in discussing international cooperation to mitigate and minimize the consequences of 
the Chernobyl disaster, was informed that WHO's International Programme on the Health Effects of the 
Chernobyl Accident had been in operation for more than two years and five important health projects were 
being implemented. However, the programme was facing severe financial constraints. An appeal was made 
during the discussions for more financial assistance to support activities related to Chernobyl. The forty-
eighth General Assembly adopted resolution 48/206 which requests the Secretary-General to continue to 
maintain close contact with and to encourage cooperation, coordination, complementarity and regular 
exchange of information among multilateral and bilateral activities in respect of the Chernobyl disaster. 

United Nations conferences 

Internationa丨 Conference on Population and Development 

34. Plans for the International Conference on Population and Development (Cairo, 5 to 13 September 
1994) are well under way. The third and final session of the Preparatory Committee for the Conference 
will be held in New York from 4 to 22 April 1994. The Council, in resolution 1993/76, and the General 
Assembly, in resolution 48/186, endorsed the proposal that the Preparatory Committee for the Conference 
should become a subsidiary body of the General Assembly. As an active member of the Ad Hoc Inter-
Agency Meeting for the International Conference on Population and Development, W H O has already 
contributed to the Conference. Further information on WHO's policy and activities on population and 
health are available in document EB93/42. 
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World Conference on Women 

35. W H O is contributing to preparations for the Fourth World Conference on Women (Beijing, 4 to 
15 September 1995), which follows the meetings in Mexico City (1975), Copenhagen (1980) and 
Nairobi (1985). The forty-eighth General Assembly has referred a number of matters related to women 
to the Conference, and passed several resolutions on women, some of which make specific reference to 
areas of W H O responsibilities. For example, the Declaration on the elimination of violence against women 

(resolution 48/104) asserts the right of women to the highest standard attainable of physical and mental 
health and expresses concern for those most vulnerable to violence, such as refugee women, women in rural 
and remote areas, female children, elderly women , and women in situations of a rmed conflict. The Genera l 

Assembly strongly condemned the rape and abuse of women in the territory of the former Yugoslavia 
(resolution 48/143) and urged that appropriate assistance be extended to the victims by relevant 
organizations including W H O . In addition, General Assembly resolution 48/106 strongly encouraged 
Member States to support the efforts of the United Nations and the specialized agencies to raise the 
percentage of women in high-level professional posts in the secretariats, especially at D-l level and above. 

VIII. COORDINATION IN THE ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE ON COORDINATION AND 
VARIOUS OTHER MATTERS 

Administrative Committee on Coordination 

36. A C C reviewed its own role and functioning during 1993, and restructured and streamlined its 
subsidiary machinery in order to improve the efficiency of its work. W H O is an active member of the two 
consultative committees which report to ACC, namely the Consultative Committee on Administrative 
Questions (CCAQ) and the Consultative Committee on Programme and Operational Questions (CCPOQ), 
and a core member of the Interagency Committee on Sustainable Development (see paragraph 40). 

37. At its second session of 1993 (New York, October 1993), A C C considered the report of its Senior 
Level Task Force on United Nations Information Systems it had appointed in April 1993, and in which 
W H O participated. On the recommendation of the Task Force, A C C decided to discontinue the Advisory 
Committee for the Coordination of Information Systems and to establish the Information Systems 
Coordination Committee to focus on information management and related technologies. A C C further 
requested the Management Committee of the International Computing Centre (ICC) to consider the 
possibility and modalities for transforming ICC into an "information management services centre", with a 
broadened role to provide information-based services on a full cost-recovery basis.

1 

Operational activities 

38. W H O joined with other United Nations organizations in reporting to the Economic and Social 
Council on the implementation of General Assembly resolution 47/199 concerning the operational activities 
of the United Nations system, stressing the need for a substantial increase in multilateral resources for 
development. It emphasized, particularly through CCPOQ, improved United Nations action that is more 
responsive to national objectives and more efficient. W H O supported the United Nations field offices and, 
for example, confirmed its interest to the United Nations Secretary-General in sharing the premises being 
established in Moscow. Resolution 1993/7 of the Economic and Social Council stresses the importance of 
coordination at field level in the face of growing scarcity of resources. In addition, it requests that the 
impact of application of the provisions of General Assembly resolution 47/199 be evaluated during 1994. 

1 ICC was established by a Memorandum of Agreement signed by the United Nations, U N D P and W H O . It 

became operative on 1 March 1971. Many organizations of the United Nations system avail themselves of its 

services. 

10 
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Commission on Sustainable Development 

39. The Commission on Sustainable Development, an intergovernmental body composed of 53 members, 
was established by the Economic and Social Council in 1993 in response to General Assembly resolution 
47/191，in order to ensure the implementation of the agreements reached by the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development, in particular Agenda 21，an action programme on 
environment and sustainable development. At its first substantive session in June 1993, the Commission 
adopted a multiyear thematic programme of work for the period 1993-1996. 

40. The Interagency Committee on Sustainable Development is responsible for reviewing and monitoring 
progress in the implementation of Agenda 21 and related activities of the Commission. W H O has been 
given the responsibility of "task manager" for coordinating health aspects of Agenda 21 as set out in 
Chapter 6 on protection and promotion of human health. Through the International Programme on 
Chemical Safety W H O is also deeply involved in interagency coordination of management of toxic chemicals 
(Chapter 19)，and through the A C C Subcommittee on Water Resources which reports to the Interagency 
Committee, on issues of water supply and sanitation and water quality management. 

41. The second session of the Commission (New York, 16 May to 27 May or 3 June 1994) will review 
progress towards implementation of the health chapter of Agenda 21. To facilitate coordination within 
W H O , and to organize work in relation to WHO's responsibility as "task manager" for health, the Director-
General has established a Task Force on Environment and Sustainable Development, comprising 
representatives of appropriate programmes. 

United Nations New Agenda for Africa in the 1990s 

42. Concern for Africa seems to be reviving. The International Conference on African Development 
(Tokyo, 5 and 6 October 1993) aimed at placing African development as one of the central themes on the 
international agenda for the post cold-war era，and arousing worldwide awareness of the continuing need 
to assist African countries against the background of competing demands for resources. The United 
Nations delegation was headed by the Director-General of W H O , who represented the Secretary-General. 
A paper on health for Africa was presented. 

43. The forty-eighth General Assembly discussed in depth the United Nations New Agenda for the 

Development of Africa in the 1990s (endorsed by General Assembly resolution 46/151). ACC will also hold 

a substantive discussion on action of the United Nations system related to African recovery and 
development. The Secretary-General, for his part, established the Panel of High-level Personalities on 
African Development in December 1992

1
 to bring new ideas and themes around which he could mobilize 

an international response, including coordinated action by the United Nations system. W H O will now need 
to seek a more internally coordinated approach in order to ensure greater impact on the health and social 
development aspects of African development. 

IX. COOPERATION WITH REGIONAL ORGANIZATIONS 

44. Consistent with its policy orientation, W H O has in the past two years intensified its collaboration and 
coordination in matters relating to health and development with regional organizations within and outside 
the United Nations system. 

1 The panel is composed of prominent African personalities and is supported by executive heads and executive 

directors of the United Nations system, including the World Bank. 
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United Nations regional commissions 

45. Together with the regional offices concerned, mutually reinforcing discussions were held and 
information exchanged with the five United Nations regional commissions: the Economic Commission for 
Africa (ECA), the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE), the Economic Commission for Latin America 
and the Caribbean (ECLAC), the Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), and 
the Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA). Through interagency mechanisms 
relevant for Member States in the South-East Asia, European, Eastern Mediterranean and Western Pacific 
regions, WHO's collaboration with ESCAP is particularly advanced in such areas as environment and 
development, social development including eradication of preventable diseases, women in development, 
water for Asia and the Pacific, and urbanization. 

Cooperation with the Organization of African Unity 

46. In May 1992 the Secretary-General of O A U introduced to the Forty-fifth World Health Assembly the 
subject, "Global Solidarity for Health". A W H O delegation headed by the Director-General attended the 
twenty-ninth ordinary session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government (Cairo, June 1993), which 
endorsed the Six-Point Agenda for Action and Declaration on AIDS and guidelines for their 
implementation, and the African Regional Nutrition Strategy (1993-2003). W H O participated in the annual 
meetings in April 1992 and September 1993 between O A U and the United Nations system, and 
cosponsored, together with O A U and other organizations, a symposium on HIV/AIDS and development 
in Africa (Abidjan, 11 May 1993). Organized by the African Development Bank, the symposium was 
chaired by the President of Benin and focused on the socioeconomic impact and national response to this 
devastating epidemic. 

47. Additional areas of collaboration between W H O and O A U in 1992-1993 have included: (a) guidance 
and support to Member States on the implementation of the World Declaration on the Control of Malaria 
(Amsterdam, October 1992) and of the World Declaration and Plan of Action for Nutrition (Rome, 
December 1992); (b) technical support to African countries on emergency preparedness and response; 
(c) consultations regarding the formulation of a protocol on health for the Treaty Establishing the African 
Economic Community (AEC); and (d) advice on OAU，s medical clinic which serves some 3000 people, 
and on health information capability in the O A U Secretariat. In support of the implementation of the A E C 
Treaty (expected to commence in 1994) priorities of relevance to W H O include implementation of: 
(a) Agenda 21 on environment and development; (b) the Consensus of Dakar on the International 
Conference on Assistance to African Children; and (c) the United Nations New Agenda for the 
Development of Africa in the 1990s. 

Regional development banks 

48. Since 1992 W H O has taken a series of steps to strengthen collaboration with the four major regional 
development banks - the African Development Bank (ADB, with headquarters in Abidjan), the Asian 
Development Bank (ADB, in Manila), the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD, 
in London), and the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB, in Washington, D.C.). W H O has attended 
the annual meetings of the Board of Governors of each of these banks. These multilateral development 
institutions have become increasingly active in the social sector, with particular emphasis on health and/or 
health-related issues. The regional banks (with the exception of EBRD) allocated in 1992 some 
US$ 28 600 million in loans, investments and grants to the health sector, an average of 20% of their total 
annual budgets.

1
 The Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean hosted an annual review meeting in 

Alexandria with the African Development Bank (October 1993). The major outcomes were a joint 
A D B / W H O work programme for 1994-1995, with components on country-specific activities and on technical 

1
 By comparison, World Bank lending for human development amounted to US$ 3000 million per annum in 1990-

1992. 
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areas including HIV/AIDS, tropical diseases, onchocerciasis control, and drug issues, and WHO's 
contribution to the formulation of A D B policies for the health sector. The Regional Office for the Western 
Pacific hosted, later the same month, a review meeting in Manila with the Asian Development Bank which 
involved the regional officer for South-East Asia and for the Eastern Mediterranean and W H O 
headquarters. An important opportunity exists therefore for W H O to support its Member States in making 
optimum use of the financial and technical capability represented by the regional development banks. 

The European Union 

49. After signature of a letter of intent between W H O and the Commission of the European 
Communities early in 1992，a representative of the Director-General was appointed to facilitate cooperation 
with the European institutions. Collaboration has focused mainly on providing technical expertise for the 
regulatory activities of the Commission and on promoting the health sector in the development assistance 
provided by the European Union to developing countries. In its resolution of 25 May 1993, the Council 
of Ministers invited the Commission to ensure closer cooperation with W H O , particularly on the European 
dimensions of its activities. 

X. ACTION BY THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

50. In view of the opportunity for W H O to continue to strengthen its role as the directing and 
coordinating authority on international health work at both global and regional levels, the Director-General 
intends to propose a change in the title of the relevant agenda item to: "Collaboration with the United 
Nations system and with other intergovernmental organizations" in order to facilitate reporting on regional 
cooperation both within and outside the United Nations system to the Executive Board and the World 
Health Assembly. 

51. The Executive Board is invited to take note of the progress made in regional cooperation and to 
comment on the policy orientation in this area. The Executive Board is also invited to take note of the 
progress made in implementing resolution EB91.R19, in particular with respect to the human rights aspects 
of health, the focus on health in the Economic and Social Council, and the Council's response to resolution 
WHA45.20 on tobacco or health. 

13 



World Health Organization 
^^ЩрК Organisation mondiale de la Santé 

EXECUTIVE BOARD 
Ninety-third Session 

Agenda item 22.1 EB93/41 Corr.1 
24 January 1994 

Collaboration within the United Nations 
system - general matters 

Report by the Director-General 

Page 12, paragraph 48, line 8 

delete: "…US$ 28 600 million in loans ... to the health sector,..." 

insert: "... US$ 2 860 million in loans ... to the social sector,..." 

Page 13, paragraph 48, 4th line 

delete: "…involved the regional officer for South-East Asia and for the Eastern Mediterranean 
and W H O headquarters." 

CORRIGENDUM 

insert: "... involved the regional offices for South-East Asia and for the Eastern Mediterranean 
and W H O headquarters." 


