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Applying its policy in which health is central to development, WHO has since 
1992 taken steps to strengthen collaboration with the African Development Bank 
(ADB) and the African Development Fund (ADF). An important step has been to 
revise the WHO/ADB Cooperation Agreement of 1974. A draft of the revised 
agreement with ADB and ADF is submitted for the Board's consideration as 
Annex 1，with an appropriate recommendation to the Health Assembly. According 
to Article 70 of the Constitution, the revised agreement shall be subject to approval 
by a two-thirds vote of the Health Assembly. 
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I. BACKGROUND 

1. The African Development Bank (ADB), of which the headquarters are in Abidjan, Côte d，Ivoire, was 
established in 1963 “ ... to contribute to the economic development and social progress of its regional 
members - individually and jointly". The area of operation of this intergovernmental development institution is 
the African continent. The African Development Fund (ADF), with a mandate similar to that of ADB, was 
established in 1972 to provide long-term loans on concessional terms to its regional members. In addition to 
African countries, a number of non-regional countries are represented at the Boards of Governors of ADB and 
ADF. The President of ADB and ADF is also Chairman of the Boards of Directors of ADB and ADF. 
2. Approved by the World Health Assembly by resolution WHA27.21, an Agreement for Cooperation was 
concluded between ADB and WHO in November 1974. WHO's collaboration with the regional banks and 
especially ADB and ADF was further supported by resolutions WHA28.41, WHA29.47 and WHA31.32. An 
Expanded Memorandum of Understanding with respect to Working Arrangements was concluded between 
ADB and ADF and WHO in August 1978. ^ 
II. RECENT DEVELOPMENTS 

3. In recent years, ADB and ADF have expanded their activity in the social sector (health and education), 
and their continued support is crucial for the promotion of health and for the present and future development 
of health infrastructure in Africa. Applying WHO，s policy in which health is central to development, the 
Executive Board noted in January 1993 that "at the regional level the Organization must foster closer ties with 
other regional intergovernmental entities having responsibilities in the health field".1 

4. Since 1992 WHO has taken steps to strengthen collaboration with ADB (as well as with other regional 
development banks). A particularly important step has been to formulate a revised Cooperation Agreement 
with the Bank. To facilitate support to Member States, the scope of the areas of cooperation has been 
broadened and ADF has also become party to the Agreement. It was therefore reported orally to the 
Executive Board in January 1993 that the Director-General was preparing to submit the revised Cooperation 
Agreement with ADB and ADF to the World Health Assembly.2 

5. The draft revised Agreement (Annex 1) falls within the scope of Article 70 of the Constitution of WHO, 
which reads as follows: "The Organization shall establish effective relations and cooperate closely with such 
other intergovernmental organizations as may be desirable. Any formal agreement entered into with such 
organizations shall be subject to approval by a two-thirds vote of the Health Assembly." 
6. It is anticipated that this draft Agreement will be submitted by ADB and ADF for approval by their 
Boards of Governors during the period 12-14 May 1993. 
III. RECOMMENDATION 

7. The draft Agreement (Annex 1) is submitted to the Board for its consideration with an appropriate 
recommendation to the Health Assembly. The Board may wish to adopt the resolution suggested in Annex 2. 
If approved by the Health Assembly, the revised Agreement will supersede the Cooperation Agreement of 
1974 and all working arrangements concluded thereunder. 

1 Document EB91/1993/REC/1, p. 82. 
2 Document EB91/1993/REC/2, p. 239. 
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THIS COOPERATION AGREEMENT (hereinafter called the "Agreement") is entered 

Into this day of . , 1993 by and between the African 

Development Bank (hereinafter cal led the "Bank"), the African Development Fund 

(hereinafter cal led the "Fund"), of the one part, and the World Health 

Organization (hereinafter called "WHO"), of the other part ； 

RECALLING the provisions of the Agreement concluded on 1 November, 1974 

between the Bank and WHO, and those of the Expanded Memorandum of 

Understanding concluded on 29 August, 1978 for cooperation 1n the provision of 

assistance 1n the field of health and related fields to the African countries 

having common membership 1n the Bank and ИНО (hereinafter cal led the "Regional 

Member Countries"); 

DESIROUS of revising the aforesaid Agreement with the aim of further 

strengthening, fostering and consolidating their cooperative programme and 

creating a proper framework through which assistance may be channelled 1n an 

effective manner to Regional Member Countries; 

HEREBY AGREE AS FOLLOWS : 

ARTICLE I 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this Agreement shall be to provide an expanded framework of 

cooperation and facilitate collaboration between the parties hereto 1n 

providing assistance 1n the fields of health and related fields to Regional 

Member Countries for the Improvement of health conditions and for raising the 

standards of health 1n Regional Member Countries, having regard to the 

respective objectives and functions of the parties. 

ARTICLE II 

AREAS OF COOPERATION 

The parties hereto agree to cooperate in the fol lowing areas of activity : 

(1� identification, preparation, appraisal, Implementation and 

post-evaluation of development projects and programmes sponsored 

by the Bank or the Fund 1n the field of health and in 

health-related areas such as education programmes, food and 
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nutrition, supply of essential drugs and vaccines, water and 

sanitation, population growth, women 1n development, environmental 

Issues and poverty alleviation; 

(11) participation 1n the mobilization of resources for and the 

financing of such projects and programmes 1n Regional Member 

Countries and Identification of complementary sources of finance; 

(111) assistance by WHO 1n the planning, organization and Implementation 

of projects and programmes sponsored by the Bank or the Fund, 

through the provision of technical expertise and any other support; 

(1v) supervision of on-going projects and programmes and 

post-evaluation of completed projects and programmes, financed by 

the Bank or the Fund ； 

(v) undertaking, by WHO 1n collaboration with, or on behalf of, the 

Bank and/or the Fund, of pre-1nvestment, sectoral and other 

economic and technical studies, particularly those concerning the 

assessment of performance and development potential 1n the fields 

and areas referred to 1n paragraph (1) of this Article; 

(v1) assisting Regional Member Countries 1n undertaking health data 

col lection and analysis and 1n carrying out research activities in 

the health sector ； 

(v11) jointly engaging 1n dialogue with Regional Member Countries with a 

view to assisting them in health planning and 1n formulating and 

implementing policies and strategies aimed at Improving health 

conditions and raising the standards of health of their 

populations； 

(v11 i) providing orientation and training to professional and technical 

personnel of the Bank, as well as cooperating in the organization 

and conduct of courses, research, seminars, workshops and symposia 

related to matters of common Interest in Regional Member Countries; 

(1x) exchange of experience and relevant documents, data and other 

Information on health conditions in Regional Member Countries; 



(X) other related activities as may be agreed upon by the parties 

from time to time. 

ARTICLE III 

CONSULTATION AND EXCHANGE OF INFORMATION 

1. The parties to this Agreement shall, on a regular basis, keep each 

other Informed of their respective sectoral priorities, policy approaches and 

programmes and, where necessary, consult on matters of common Interest which 

in their opinion are likely to lead to mutual collaboration. 

2. The parties hereto shall, at such Interval s as they deem fit, convene 

meetings to agree on programmes of activities, the means and responsibilities 

for carrying out and managing such activities, and to review the progress of 

activities being carried out under the present Agreement. 

3. Consultation and exchange of documents, data and Information under this 

Agreement shall be without prejudice to arrangements which may be required to 

safeguard the confidential and restricted character of certain documents and 

Information. 

ARTICLE IV 

Representation 

The parties to this Agreement shall make the necessary arrangements for 

ensuring reciprocal representation at appropriate meetings or conferences 

convened by them or under their auspices in which, 1n the opinion of either 

party, the other may have an Interest, subject to such procedures as may be 

applicable to the respective meeting or conference. 

ARTICLE V 

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AGREEMENT 

The President of the Bank and the Fund and the Director-General of WHO 

shall make the arrangements necessary for ensuring the satisfactory 

implementation of this Agreement. 
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ARTICLE VI 

FINANCIAL PROVISION 

Costs or expenses relating to, or arising from, an activity undertaken 

pursuant to this Agreement shall be borne by one or both of the parties hereto 

1n accordance with an agreement previously reached by the parties 1n regard to 

the activity concerned. 

ARTICLE VII 

DURATION 

1. The present Agreement shall be concluded for an indefinite period ； 11 

being understood that each party shall have the right to terminate 11 at any 

time by giving a six months' advance notice to the other party. 

2. In the event of termination of the Agreement pursuant to paragraph 1 of 

this Article, the parties shall take all necessary steps to ensure that such a 

decision 1s not prejudicial to any activities then 1n progress within the 

framework of this Agreement. 

ARTICLE VIII 

SUPPLEMENTARY ARRANGEMENTS AND AMENDMENT 

1. The parties may enter Into such supplementary arrangements or agreements 

within the scope of this Agreement as may be appropriate. 

2. The provisions of the present Agreement may be amended at any time by 

the mutual written agreement of the parties. 

ARTICLE IX 

NOTICES AND ADDRESSES 

Any notice or request required or permitted to be given or made under 

this Agreement shall be in writing. Such notice or request shall be deemed to 

have been duly given or made when It shall have been delivered by hand, mail, 

telex, cable, or telefax to the party to which it 1s required to be given or 

made at the address specified below or such other address as shall be 

hereafter notified. 



Annex 1 

For the Bank and the Fund Mai 1 Address : 

African Development Bank and 

African Development Fund 

01 B.P. 1387 

ABIDJAN 01 

Côte d'Ivoire 

Cable Address : AFDEV Abidjan 

Telex Address : 23717/23498 

Fax : (225) 227004/331917 

For WHO Mall Address : 

World Health Organization 

CH-1211 GENEVA 27 

Switzerland 

Cable Address : UNISANTE-GENEVA 

Telex : 415 416 

Fax : (022) 791 0746 

ARTICLE X 

ENTRY INTO FORCE AND EFFECT 

1. This Agreement shall enter Into force upon signature thereof by the 

President of the Bank and the Fund and the Director-General of WHO, and, after 

approval by the competent bodies of the Bank and the Fund and of WHO. 

2. Upon its entry force, the present Agreement shall supersede the 

Agreement for Cooperation concluded between the Bank and WHO on 1 November, 

1974 and all working arrangements concluded thereunder; 11 being understood 

that all commitments entered into prior to the effective date of this 

Agreement shall, notwithstanding the foregoing, be governed by the Agreement 

for Cooperation dated 1 November 1974, and the Expanded Memorandum of 

Understanding on Horklng Arrangements between the parties concluded on 

29 August, 1978. 
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In WITNESS WHEREOF the Bank, the Fund and WHO, each acting through Its 

duly authorized representative, have signed this Agreement on the date first 

above written In two original texts, In the English and French languages each 

text being equally authentic. 

FOR THE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK 

FOR THE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT FUND 

FOR THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

PRESIDENT DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
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DRAFT RESOLUTION ON THE COOPERATION AGREEMENT 
WITH THE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT BANK AND 

THE AFRICAN DEVELOPMENT FUND 

The Executive Board, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General on the Cooperation Agreement between WHO 

and the African Development Bank and the African Development Fund; 
1. ENDORSES the use of the draft Cooperation Agreement as a framework for the purpose of working 
relations between WHO and the African Development Bank and the African Development Fund during the 
period May 1993 to May 1994; 
2. RECOMMENDS to the Forty-seventh World Health Assembly the adoption of the following resolution 

The Forty-seventh World Health Assembly, 
Having considered the report of the Director-General on the Cooperation Agreement 

between WHO and the African Development Bank and the African Development Fund; 
Taking into consideration Article 70 of the WHO Constitution; 

1. APPROVES the Cooperation Agreement between WHO and the African Development Bank 
and the African Development Fund; 
2. AUTHORIZES the Director-General to sign the Cooperation Agreement on behalf of the 
World Health Organization together with the President of the African Development Bank and the 
African Development Fund. 


