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SIXTH MEETING 
Wednesday, 20 January 1993, at 14H30 
CHAIRMAN: Professor J.-F. GIRARD 

The meeting was held in private from 14h30 to 16h35 
and resumed in public session at 16H50 

DIRECTOR-GENERAL: Item 8 of the Agenda 
Nomination for the post: Item 8.1 of the Agenda 

Professor MBEDE and Mr VARDER, Rapporteurs, read out the following resolution in the French and 
English versions respectively, on the nomination for the post of Director-General adopted by the Board in 
private session: 

The Executive Board 
1. NOMINATES Dr Hiroshi Nakajima for the post of Director-General of the World Health 
Organization, in accordance with Article 31 of the Constitution; 
2. SUBMITS this nomination to the Forty-sixth World Health Assembly. 
Amidst applause, the CHAIRMAN addressed the Board's congratulations and best wishes to the 

Director-General. A passionate and jointly shared commitment to the Organization was the best guarantee of 
its effective functioning, its continuity and its future. Democratic procedures had been strictly observed; the 
voice of democracy had been clearly heard; he was sure that the Director-General would be able to count on 
the combined energies of all, and that the exchange of ideas - and even confrontation - would prove positive. 

Although prepared by the experience of his first mandate, the Director-General would nevertheless be 
facing enormous challenges, given the multitude of changes not only in the field of health but in the world at 
large and indeed, within the Organization itself. Responses on a grand scale were called for. Members of the 
Executive Board, and WHO's membership as a whole, stood ready to help him in his task, convinced that the 
Organization's future was worth fighting for. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said he was deeply moved by the Chairman's words. 
He wished to thank the members of the Board for having nominated him once again, thus giving him the 

opportunity to continue his leadership of the World Health Organization. He took the nomination to be an 
expression of the Board's appreciation of the work that WHO had been carrying out during the past five years 
and of its wish that such efforts should continue, in an improved form. He was grateful for the renewed 
confidence that the Board had placed in him. 

It was clear that the vote of confidence and appreciation was directed equally to the entire staff of the 
Organization, which had supported him in implementing the health-for-all policies and recommendations 
adopted by the Board and by all WHO’s Members. He wished to acknowledge publicly the efforts and 
dedication of all his colleagues who were working together, at headquarters, in the regional offices and in 
countries, to promote international cooperation in the field of health. That support had been, and would 
continue to be, crucial to his administration and to the achievement of health for all. 

It was generally recognized that WHO was entering a period of transition, perhaps even of crisis. The 
world itself was undergoing great changes. A new world was gradually emerging and public health systems 
worldwide would have to adapt to new conditions. WHO should be ready to facilitate health development 
during that period of change; the Executive Board as a whole, and the Working Group of the Executive Board 
on WHO's Response to Global Change in particular, had already initiated such an effort. 

He very much relied on all the Member States for their precious advice and support in making WHO 
even more ambitious, effective and generous in its quest for equity, sustainable development and health for all, 
at the same time reforming its structure and its method of work. He called once again on the international 
community to mobilize national and international resources to ameliorate the health of the entire planet. The 



key was a true spirit of partnership and a sharing of resources, efforts and responsibilities, and - most 
essentially • a universal hope in health for all. 

Applause. 

The meeting rose at 17h00. 


