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1. The progress report by the Director-General on the International Programme on Chemical Safety 
(document EB89/25) refers in paragraphs 7, 9 and 54 to a meeting of government-designated experts held in 
London from 16 to 19 December 1991 at the request of the Preparatory Committee of the United Nations 
Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED) to discuss ways and means of ensuring more 
effective implementation of chemical safety throughout the world. 

2. The meeting was attended by 95 government-designated experts from 71 countries, including 
43 developing countries, as well as representatives of 13 intergovernmental and 11 nongovernmental 
organizations. 

3. The report of the meeting (document UNEP/IPCS/IMCRAM/exp/4), which includes a recommendation 
for the establishment of an intergovernmental mechanism for chemical risk assessment and management, has 
been submitted to the Secretary-General of UNCED for inclusion in his report - entitled "Option for 
Agenda 21" - to the fourth and final session of the Preparatory Committee of UNCED, to be held from 
2 March to 3 April 1992 in New York. 

4. In section VI • Recommendations - the report outlines the priority areas for an international strategy 
(paragraphs 48 to 51), the objectives of an intergovernmental forum on chemical risk assessment and 
management (paragraph 52), the role of the International Programme on Chemical Safety in support of the 
intergovernmental forum (paragraphs 53 and 54), the priority activities to be undertaken as part of the 
international strategy (paragraph 55), the possible structure of the intergovernmental mechanism 
(paragraphs 56 and 57) and its implementation (paragraph 58). 

5. In paragraph 59 of the report of the meeting additional recommendations are made to governments and 
to concerned agencies and bodies of the United Nations system, and in particular to WHO as the Executing 
Agency of the International Programme on Chemical Safety. 

6. Should members of the Board wish to see the full report of the meeting, it is available in the Executive 
Board room (in English, French and Spanish). 


