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Corrigendum 

1.   Page 3 

Second sentence of the fourth paragraph should read:  In 2013 the Sixty-sixth World Health 

Assembly adopted a set of nine voluntary global targets for the prevention and control of 

noncommunicable diseases, including a 30% relative reduction in tobacco use among people aged 15 

and over by 2025. 

2.   Pages 4–5 

The issues section should read: 

Several elements hinder adequate progress in tobacco control: 

2.1 The need for sustained institutional capacity to carry out tobacco control  

A national tobacco control programme, in order to be effective and sustainable, 

requires leadership, human and institutional capacity, and adequate funding. Many 

countries have been relying on external funding and technical assistance to conduct 

tobacco control programmes.  To sustain these efforts, countries must build their 

capacities and secure national funding to control and monitor their tobacco epidemic.  

Some countries in the Region have created a mechanism to use tobacco tax revenue for 
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national tobacco control programmes and activities.  This example could be followed 

by other countries.   

The engagement and coordination of all sectors of government are essential.  They 

must agree that investing in tobacco control makes economic sense and represents a 

"win-win" situation for the entire government and society. 

2.2 The need to accelerate implementation of effective legislation and regulations  

There is a need to develop national policies and laws and efficient enforcement 

mechanisms in order to accelerate the implementation of the provisions in the WHO 

FCTC.  In many countries in the Region tobacco control laws have been passed but 

enforcement is weak.   Mechanisms need to be put in place to ensure tobacco control 

policies are implemented in an equitable way.   

There is also a need to face new challenges, such as the rapid increase in sales of 

unregulated electronic nicotine delivery systems (ENDS).  

One challenge in tobacco control policies is interference by the tobacco industry.  

 The industry is driven by profit.  Potential new customers include women, boys and 

girls as well as people with limited access to education.   Special vigilance is needed to 

protect these groups. 

2.3 The urgent need to engage a wide range of constituencies to ensure effective 

enforcement of tobacco control measures 

The whole of society has a role to play in tobacco control.  Participation of 

different stakeholders—such as civil society, health professionals, academia, the 

tourism and hospitality sector, event organizers and the entertainment industry—is 

critical in the development, acceptance and compliance with tobacco control measures 

at all levels. 


