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1. From the close of the Fortieth World Health Assembly, the Chairman of the Special 
Coiranittee has taken the necessary steps to enable the Special Committee to accomplish its 
mission, at the appropriate time. The Chairman ensured that the other members of the 
Special Committee would be available and, following various contacts with the States 
concerned, the Special Committee was re-formed with its present membership. At the same 
time, the Chairman requested the Director-General of WHO to make the necessary approaches 
to the Israeli authorities so that the Special Committee could visit the occupied 
territories as required by its mandate. The Israeli authorities informed the 
Director-General on 25 January 1988 that "the Government of Israel will not be in a 
position to cooperate with this Committee for the reasons stated in the Permanent 
Representative's letter to the Director-General of 14th January 1987". 

2. The Special Committee then decided to request its President to meet in Geneva with 
the representatives of the Governments of Jordan and the Syrian Arab Republic, and with 
the Palestine Liberation Organization, and to collect all the pertinent documents. 

3. Following these meetings the Special Committee decided to travel to Damascus and 
Amman and to the headquarters of the Palestine Red Crescent Society in Cairo. 

4. It would appear from information received and from the study of other documents held 
by or made available to the Special Committee that, in general, the health situation in 
the occupied territories has not improved compared with that described in the previous 
reports of the Special Committee. 

5. It is evident from the documents that in the occupied territories, and particularly 
on the West Bank, there are hospitals, clinics and other health units, either 
governmental, private or belonging to charitable associations. However, according to the 
information received, the number of hospitals and beds has remained unchanged since 1985 
whereas the population has increased, thus leading to a relative decrease in health 

6. Thus each year about 1500 to 2000 patients are sent to hospitals in other countries 
for treatment at tertiary level. In addition, between 5000 and 7000 patients per year 
are sent abroad for outpatient treatment. 

7. Owing to the lack of coordination and planning in the health development process, 
the health units in the occupied territories are not complementary. This results in some 
overlapping of already existing specialities and hampers the introduction of new 
specialities. The quality of the services also suffers from the lack of planning, 
particularly with regard to training and to the insufficiency of diagnostic resources.. 
This results in an increased dependence on Israeli medical" assistance. Deficiencies in 
the planning area and the absence of pertinent statistics prevent an adequate estimate of 
bed requirements and of qualified medical staff in the different specialities. 

units 

1 The text of the latter communication is annexed hereto. 



8. The entry into operation of certain hospitals, but without adequate equipment and 
the necessary qualified personnel, represented an injudicious utilization of resources. 
In this respect the Special Committee had recommended in its previous reports the 
regionalization of hospital services, selecting for this purpose the hospitals of 
Ramallah, Beitjala and Nablus. 

9. With regard to the development of medical and health workers, it is clear both from 
the previous reports of the Special Committee and from new information collected that the 
following problems persist: 

-the training of doctors, because of the differences between medical schools and the 
fact that the teaching does not take into account the health needs and the specific 
epidemiological features of the occupied territories, can have an unfavourable 
influence on the quality of medical care； 

-the recruitment of staff to work in laboratories, physiotherapy, radiology and public 
health at the community level is insufficient. 

10. Because only a part of the population is covered by health insurance and the 
services in private institutions are provided in accordance with a fluctuating scale of 
charges, medical services are inaccessible for a large part of the population. 

11. Access of the population of the occupied territories to services of quality at a 
reasonable cost is dependent on the promotion of the different components of primary 
health care, on the improvement of current programmes, on the establishment of new 
centres equipped according to recognized standards, on better training of staff and on 
the improvement of living conditions, as well as the strengthening of links between 
primary health care and hospital services. 

12. The information that the Special Committee has collected regarding the events that 
have taken place in the occupied territories during the past months has caused the 
Committee deep concern. 

13. What is obvious in the present situation, and this is confirmed by all observers and 
by all reliable international sources, is the fact that the preoccupation and concern of 
the international community with regard to the acts of violence which are taking place in 
the occupied territories are totally justified. 

14. The uprising of the population of these territories against the occupation reflects 
a serious state of affairs which is particularly revealing. The number of victims brings 
to the fore once again the essential fact that health problems, in addition to their 
specific significance, will always assume a political significance within the context of 
the occupied territories. A significant example of this relationship can be found in the 
fact that some of the wounded do not go to the hospitals for care because they are afraid 
that their names will be registered. 

15. Since the political process is complex and long, and events do not permit waiting 
for an overall solution before intervention in the health field, the Special Committee 
requests the Director-General and the international community to use their influence with 
the Israeli Government to get it to accept financial aid and material and health 
assistance from external sources for the benefit of the populations of the occupied 
territories, which will contribute to improving their state of health. 

16. The Special Committee deeply deplores the 
formulate an opinion on the development of the 
findings as laid down in its mandate, owing to 

fact that it has not been able to 
situation on the basis of on-the-spot 
the refusal of the Government of Israel. 



17. Despite the difficulties encountered by the Special Committee in past years, with 
regard both to the organization of its mission in the occupied territories and to the 
drafting of its report, it should be underlined that the presence of the Special 
Committee had a concrete and beneficial influence on the improvement of the health 
services in these territories; the population is at present deprived of this influence. 

18. In conclusion, the Special Committee earnestly hopes that all the parties concerned 
will do everything in their power, without waiting for a permanent solution to be found, 
to respond urgently to the health problems faced at present, so that the populations of 
these territories may also reach a level of health that is consistent with the principles 
of the Organization which "are basic to the happiness, harmonious relations and security 
of all peoples". 

(Signed) 

Dr Traían Ionescu, Chairman (Romania) 

(Signed) 

Dr Dadi Argadiredja (Indonesia) 

(Signed) 
Dr Mame Thierno Sy (Senegal) 

1 Preamble to the Constitution of the World Health Organization. 



ANNEX 

MISSION PERMANENTE D'ISRAËL 
AUPRES DE L'OFFICE DES NATIONS UNIES 
ET DES ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES A GENEVE 

The Permanent. Representative of Israel to the United Nations Office and the 
International Organizations at Geneva presenta its compliments to the Director-General of 
the World Health Organization and has the honomr" to refer to his note EE11/83/4 of 
7th January 1987 concerning the sa-called "Special Committee of Experts". 

The Government of Israel regards resolution WHA 39.10 as being politically motivated 
and unconstitutional and has stated this position amply on previous occasions. As the 
mandate and activities of this Committee are based on resolution WHA 39.10, the 
Government of Israel will not cooperate with the Committee in any way. 

The permanent Representative of Israel takes this opportunity to renew to the 
Director-General of the World Health Organization the assurances of his highest 
consideration. 

Geneva, 14th January 1987 

The Director-General 
World-Health Organization 
avenue Appia 
1211 Geneva 27 
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