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FORTIETH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Provisional agenda item 31 

DEVELOPMENT OF A LEGAL INSTRUMENT TO REGULATE HUMAN 

ORGAN TRANSPLANTS 

At the request of the Delegation of Kuwait, the Director-General has the honour to 
transmit to the Fortieth World Health Assembly, for its information, the text of the Unified 
Arab Draft Law on Human Organ Transplants. 



No. AH/3804 Council of Arab Ministers of Health 

Executive Board 

9 April 1987 

Dr H . Mahler 
Director-General 
World Health Organization 
Geneva 

Sir, 

I have the honour to inform you that the Council of Arab Ministers of Health, at its 
twelfth session held in Khartoum from 14 to 16 March 1987, discussed the subject of 
developing a legal instrument to regulate human organ transplantation and adopted the Unified 
Arab Draft Law on Human Organ Transplants, considering it as a model for consultation which 
the Arab States can use as a guide in formulating their own laws on the subject. 

Attached please find a copy of the Law. You are kindly requested to include it under 

the agenda item on this subject at the Fortieth World Health Assembly. 

Please accept, Sir, the assurance of my highest consideration. 

Dr A. R. AL-AWADI 
Minister of Public Health (Kuwait) 
and Chairman, Executive Board 
Council of Arab Ministers of Health 



Unified Arab Law on Human Organ Transplants 

(After the preamble) 

Article 1 

Specialist physicians may perform surgical operations to transplant organs from a living 
or dead person to another person for the purpose of maintaining life, according to the 
conditions and procedures laid down in this Law. 

Article 2 

A person may donate or will one of his organs, provided that he is legally fully 
capacitated and that the donation or will is made by a written statement of consent signed by 
him. 

Article 3 

An organ transplant from a living body shall not be performed, even with the consent of 
the donor, if that organ is essential for life. 

Article 4 

The donor must be informed of the potential and definite health consequences of removing 
the donated organ. The information should be given by a specialized medical team after 
performing a thorough examination of the donor. 

The donor may, at any time before the removal, unconditionally withdraw his donation. 

Article 5 

Organ transplants may be performed from a dead body, provided that consent is obtained 

from the next of kin, under the following conditions： 

(1) Death has been definitely established by a committee of three specialist 
physicians, including a neurologist. The physician who is to perform the operation 
must not be a member of the committee. 

(2) The deceased, while alive, did not object to the removal of any organ from his body. 

Article 6 

In cases other than those provided for 
body to a living body in urgent need of the 
performed on the decision of a committee of 
determine the urgency of the patient's need 

in this Law, organ transplantation from a dead 
organ for the purpose of preserving life may be 
at least three specialist physicians, who should 
of the organ before the transplant is performed. 

Article 7 

The sale, purchase or remunerated donation of organs is prohibited, and no specialist 
may perform a transplant operation if he knows the organ to have been acquired by such means. 



Article 8 

Organ transplantation operations shall be performed in medical centres designated for 
that purpose by the Ministry of Health, according to procedures and conditions laid down in a 
decision by the Minister of Health. 

Article 9 

The Minister of Health shall issue a decision specifying the conditions and 
specifications that must be fulfilled in places where organs are preserved and regulating the 
utilization of such organs. 

Article 10 

Organ transplants among Arab States shall be performed according to procedures agreed 
between them. 

Article 11 

Each state shall, 
the provisions of this 

oil the basis of its own laws, determine the penalties for violating 
Law, 


