
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE 

A40/A/SR/14 

15 May 1987 

FORTIETH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

COMMITTEE 

PROVISIONAL SUMMARY RECORD OF THE FOURTEENTH MEETING 

Palais des Nations, Geneva 
Friday, 15 May 1987, at I4h30 

CHAIRMAN: Dr S. D. M. FERNANDO (Sri Lanka) 

CONTENTS 

Page 

Proposed programme budget for the financial period 1988-1989 (continued) 2 

Programme policy matters (continued) 

2. Fifth report of Committee A 

3. Closure 

梦，、 
0 MAI 

UB过 

Note 

This summary record is provisional only. The summaries of statements have not yet 
been approved by the speakers, and the text should not be quoted. 

Corrections for inclusion in the final version should be handed in to the Conference 
Officer or sent to the Records Service (Room 4013, WHO headquarters), in writing, before 
the end of the Health Assembly. Alternatively, they may be forwarded to Chief, Office of 
Publications, World Health Organization, 1211 Geneva 27, Switzerland, before 1 July 1987. 

The final text will appear subsequently in Fortieth World Health Assembly： Summary 
records of committees (document WHA40/1987/REC/3JI 



FOURTEENTH MEETING 

Friday, 15 May 1987, at 14h30 

Chairman： Dr S. D. M. FERNANDO (Sri Lanka) 

1. PROPOSED PROGRAMME BUDGET FOR THE FINANCIAL PERIOD 1988-1989： Item 18 of the Agenda 
(continued) 

PROGRAMME POLICY MATTERS: Item 18.2 of the Agenda (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to consider the following draft resolution, 
incorporating the amendments agreed upon by a drafting group under the chairmanship of 
Sir John Reid: 

The Fortieth World Health Assembly, 
Bearing in mind the objective of the World Health Organization 

Article 1 of the Constitution "the attainment by all peoples of the 
level of health"; 

Recalling resolution WHA39.14 on "Tobacco or health"; 
Expressing its satisfaction at the measures increasingly being 

States to reduce smoking; 
Gratified at the decision taken by the Director-General of WHO 

premises a smoking-free area; 
Aware that the consumption and use of tobacco result in serious health 

consequences, as well as economic and social problems, notably in developing countries; 
Noting that on 7 April 1988 the World Health Organization will celebrate its 

fortieth anniversary; 

1. CALLS UPON all Member States, as part of their continuing efforts to reduce the 
smoking pandemic, through all appropriate means including, where applicable, legislative 
and regulatory measures: 

(1) to celebrate 7 April 1988 as world no-smoking day; 
(2) to encourage the population, by all appropriate means, to desist from smoking 
and from using tobacco in all other forms on that day； 
(3) in conjunction with governmental and nongovernmental organizations, to use the 
occasion to launch, or strengthen existing, anti-smoking campaigns and health 
promoting initiatives； 
(4) to encourage vendors to refrain voluntarily from selling all forms of tobacco 
on that day; and 
(5) to inform the Director-General on actions taken in response to this resolution; 

2. APPEALS to all manufacturers of tobacco and those who promote its consumption, in 
the spirit of this resolution and of resolution WHA39.14, to refrain voluntarily from 
all publicity activities in all countries, especially in developing countries, and calls 
upon the press and all the other media in each country voluntarily to do likewise; 

3. REQUESTS the Director-General to report to a subsequent World Health Assembly on 
the action taken in this regard. 

Sir John REID (United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland), recalling 
resolution WHA39.14, which had been adopted by consensus following lengthy discussions, and 
WHO'S policy in relation to tobacco, said that, in view of the importance of the issue, it 
was essential that any action taken by the Health Assembly should always be based on 
consensus. 

The drafting group had considered the draft resolution discussed at the Committee's 
twelfth and thirteenth meetings and the amendment proposed by the delegate of Algeria. The 
drafting group's discussions had involved important matters of principle, and it had been 
necessary to ensure that every single word of the revised draft was acceptable to all the 
members of the group. However, a consensus had eventually been reached, and it was hoped 
that the final version of the draft resolution would be approved by consensus. 
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The draft resolution was approved by consensus« 



Dr HADJ-LAKEHAL (Algeria) said that his delegation had made every effort to ensure that 
a consensus could be achieved. However, its initial proposal would not only have been 
preferable by far but also more appropriate, especially from a moral point of view. The 
question at issue was particularly serious for the developing countries, which were easy 
targets for the tobacco marketing campaigns of transnational corporations. Millions of 
people were threatened by their policy, which was condoned by the developed countries. 
Tobacco smoking was consequently becoming more and more widespread, especially among young 
people. The authorities of the developed countries must realize that thousands of people 
were doomed to die of cancer as a result, not to mention the draining of the resources of 
poor people who could not even afford to feed their families or have their children 
vaccinated. His delegation and those of other developing countries should therefore be 
allowed to raise the issue again at the next Health Assembly, if only to further the moral 
cause which they were defending. 

2. FIFTH REPORT OF COMMITTEE A (document A40/36) 

The CHAIRMAN invited the Committee to adopt its last report. The Appropriation 
Resolution had been attached to it and the resolution on a world non-smoking day, as just 
adopted, would also be attached to it in due course. 

Mrs AL-GHAZALI (Oman), Rapporteur, read out the draft fifth report of the Committee. 

The report was adopted. 

Mr VIGNES (Legal Counsel), referring to his earlier statement on the question of 
consensus, explained that consensus was quite distinct from unanimity, which implied that not 
a single delegation was opposed to the adoption of a resolution. Alternatively, all 
delegations could unite in a consensus, even where some of them were not in agreement with 
the resolution itself. . In other words, a delegation disagreeing with a resolution could 
choose not to oppose its adoption by consensus, provided that it was allowed to state for the 
record that if a vote had been taken, it would have voted against the resolution. However, 
where a delegation felt that its views were so far from those of the majority that it could 
not even be associated with the adoption of the resolution by consensus, it could request a 
formal vote. Indeed, a vote was mandatory if it was requested by one delegation only. In 
other words, two levels of opposition were available to dissenting delegations. They could 
either simply express opposition to a draft resolution, or they could in addition oppose its 
adoption by consensus. 

3. CLOSURE 

After the customary exchange of courtesies, the CHAIRMAN declared the work of the 
Committee completed. 

The meeting rose at 14h55. 


