
А40/14 

2 April 1987 

Report by the Director-General 

This report is submitted in accordance with resolution WHA39.11 
and concerns the continuing health assistance provided to refugees 
and displaced persons in Cyprus by WHO in collaboration with other 
United Nations organizations in 1986 and the first quarter of 1987. 

1. Introduction 

1.1 The Thirty-ninth World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA39.11, requested the 
Director-General "to continue and intensify health assistance to refugees and displaced 
persons in Cyprus, in addition to any assistance made available within the framework of the 
efforts of the Coordinator of United Nations Humanitarian Assistance in Cyprus, and to report 
to the Fortieth World Health Assembly on such assistance." 

1.2 The present report summarizes the assistance provided through joint action by WHO and 
the Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) as well as that 
provided by WHO through regular support to health development with a view to meeting the 
health and medical needs of refugees and displaced persons in Cyprus• 

2. Support provided and sources of funds 

2.1 A joint WHO/Government programme review mission was undertaken in March 1987 to identify 
the priorities for collaboration that would also benefit the refugees and displaced persons. 
The national health-for-all strategy reflects the national health development needs. The 
main emphasis will be on health infrastructure including health manpower development, health 
science and technology, and disease prevention and control, 

2.2 The original WHO regular budget provision for Cyprus amounts to USÍ 644 700 for 
1986-1987. The recent strengthening of paediatric and maternity hospital services together 
with the establishment of additional rural health centres and subcentres provides better 
coverage for the population as a whole and also benefits refugees and displaced persons. 

2.3 Health manpower development has been singled out as an area requiring particular 
attention. During the last two years a programme has been developed for reorienting health 
staff to cope with major health problems and management of medical care. To help meet 
growing needs for nursing services the enrolments in nursing schools have been increased. 
The fellowships programme has been used in accordance with the development requirements of 
the country, and particularly for the training of trainers. During 1986 WHO awarded 21 
fellowships for training in fields such as public health administration, nursing education, 
environmental health and food hygiene, dental health, radiology, surgery, medical libraries, 
and the maintenance and repair of medical and dental equipment. 

2.4 In addition to funds from the WHO regular budget, funds from UNHCR were used to continue 
and, to a large extent, complete projects initiated during 1984-1985 for the provision of 
equipment for the Nicosia and Famagusta hospitals and a radiotherapy unit, supplies and 
equipment for the Yalousa health centre and the centre for spastic children. 
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