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COLLABORATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM; 
HEALTH AND MEDICAL ASSISTANCE TO LEBANON 

Report by the Director-General 

This report, submitted in accordance with resolution WHA39.12, 
provides information to date on action taken by WHO, in cooperation 
with other international bodies, for emergency health and medical 
assistance to Lebanon in 1986 and the first quarter of 1987. 

1. Introduction 

1.1 In May 1986 the Thirty-ninth World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA39.12, requested 
the Director-General "to continue and to expand substantially the Organization's programmes 
of health, medical and relief assistance to Lebanon and to allocate for this purpose, as far 
as possible, funds from the regular budget and other financial resources", and to report to 
the Fortieth World Health Assembly on the implementation of the resolution. 

1.2 The Assembly also called on "the specialized agencies, organs and bodies of the United 
Nations, and on all governmental and nongovernmental organizations, to intensify their 
cooperation with WHO in this field, and in particular to put into operation the 
recommendations of the report on the reconstruction of the health services of Lebanon"; on 
Member States "to increase their technical and financial support for relief operations and 
the reconstruction of the health services of Lebanon in consultation with the Ministry of 
Health in Lebanon"; and on donors "as far as possible, to direct their assistance in cash or 
in kind to the Ministry of Health, which has responsibility for the hospitals, dispensaries 
and public health services". 

1.3 On 20 March 1987 the Secretary-General of the United Nations launched a special appeal 
for the provision of assistance to Lebanon. The appeal was preceded by a visit to Lebanon of 
a mission of the Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator (UNDRO) to 
ascertain the most appropriate ways in which the United Nations and the international 
community might provide assistance to the affected population, 

2. Support provided and sources of funds 

2.1 The implementation of the primary health care programme and the development and 
rehabilitation of health services in Lebanon continued to be interrupted by outbreaks of 
conflict adversely affecting the physical and mental health and wellbeing of the exposed 
population. Plans for the reconstruction of the health services of Lebanon, proposed and in 
some instances initiated by the Government with support from WHO, bilateral or 
nongovernmental organizations, had to be left in abeyance. 

2.2 Nevertheless WHO continues to support the Government in the coordination of the 
rehabilitation of the health service infrastructure, and to collaborate with governmental and 
nongovernmental organizations in providing assistance. Together with UNDRO it continues to 
follow up the health situation and needs. Close collaboration is also maintained with other 
United Nations organizations, particularly UNICEF and the United Nations Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA). 

2.3 The original WHO regular budget provision for Lebanon in the 1986-1987 biennium amounts 
to USÍ 1 293 900. UNDP will provide considerable support for public health laboratories in 
Lebanon from 1987 onwards. 
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2.4 Senior health officials from the Ministry of Health visited the Regional Office for the 
Eastern Mediterranean in April 1986 for briefing on the Joint Government/WHO Programme Review 
and to discuss WHO

1

s collaborative programme in Lebanon for optimal use of WHO resources. 
The visit proved to be of mutual benefit and will be repeated in 1987. 

2.5 Use has been made of national expertise in the implementation of health programmes, and 
emphasis is given to the development of human resources； six fellowships have been awarded 
for training in epidemiology and tuberculosis control, immunohaematology and bacteriology, 
physical rehabilitation, hospital administration, nursing, and health behavioural sciences. 

2.6 The continuing stressful conditions prevailing in the country for over a decade have 
given rise to the need to develop psychiatric services； WHO will collaborate with the 
national authorities in formulating mental health programmes. 

2.7 Relief assistance from WHO consisted of an allocation of US$ 20 000 for ambulance 
transport and medical equipment, USÍ 95 000 for drugs for the treatment of burns, and 

US$ 75 000 for vaccines and related equipment. An additional USfc 120 000 worth of drugs were 
provided in collaboration with UNDRO. At the request of the Government, WHO recently 
provided UNDRO with a list of drugs and equipment to be submitted to donors. 


