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The Director -General reports in this document on matters of 

concern to WHO that have arisen in the United Nations system since the 
Thirty -ninth World Health Assembly in May 1986, and on important 
resolutions adopted by the United Nations Economic and Social Council 

at its first and second regular sessions in 1986 and by the United 
Nations General Assembly at its forty -first regular session. 

More specifically, the report summarizes the results of the 

discussion at the forty -first session of the United Nations General 
Assembly on the review of the efficiency of the administrative and 
financial functioning of the United Nations (Report of the Group of 18) 

and its follow -up. Information is provided on preparations for and 
follow -up to international conferences, years and decades and on WHO's 
cooperation with United Nations bodies and organizations such as 
UNICEF, UNFPA, UNDP, and the World Bank. 

The report reviews WHO cooperation with other intergovernmental 

organizations. Specific programme activities of importance to WHO such 

as "Protection against products harmful to health and the environment" 
are mentioned, as are WHO's contributions to the International Year of 
Peace and to implementation of the Nairobi Forward- looking Strategies 
for the Advancement of Women. The Director- General is reporting 

separately, in document A40 /11, on the "Effects of nuclear war on 
health and health services ", agenda item 30 and, in document A40/19, on 

"Collaboration within the United Nations System: Wоmеns health and 
development ". 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

1.1 WHO intensified its collaboration with organizations of the United Nations system, with 

the aim of promoting intersectoral action in support of health and social development, in 

particular in countries. Such action has become even more crucial in the face of the current 
economic crisis facing Member States and the United Nations system, and in the light of 

decisions taken by the United Nations General Assembly during its forty -first session (1986) 
after considering the Review of the Efficiency of the Administrative and Financial 
Functioning of the United Nations.1 The present report provides the World Health Assembly 

with information on the above- mentioned issue and on current follow -up to resolution 41/213. 
The report brings to the attention of the Health Assembly the action taken by the United 

Nations General Assembly on international conferences, years and decades and WHO involvement 

in related activities such as the International Year of Shelter for the Homeless, the United 
Nations Decade for Women and the special session of the United Nations General Assembly on 

the critical economic situation in Africa. 

1.2 The report comments briefly on the Organization's efforts to collaborate more closely, 

especially at country and regional level, with United Nations bodies and organizations, such 
as UNICEF, UNFPA, UNDP and the World Bank, in pursuit of health -for -all goals. The 

provisions of relevant resolutions adopted during the Forty -first session of the United 
Nations General Assembly on cooperation with other intergovernmental organizations, such as 

the Organization of the Islamic Conference and the Organization of African Unity, are 
outlined, as well as those on specific programme activities relevant to WHO's work. 

1.3 The United Nations General Assembly recognized, in two resolutions, that the ideals aid 
objectives of the International Year of Peace (1986) will continue to inspire future dialogue 

and action to promote peace, and that the specialized agencies have an important role to 
play. The Director -General is reporting to the Health Assembly separately on WHO's 

contribution to the Year in document A40 /11, "Effects of nuclear war on health and health 
services ", item 30 of the agenda. 

2. REVIEW OF THE EFFICIENCY OF THE ADMINISTRATIVE AND FINANCIAL FUNCTIONING OF 

THE UNITED NATIONS 

2.1 In view of the concern expressed by Member States when the fortieth anniversary of the 
United Nations was commemorated in 1985, the United Nations General Assembly decided to 
establish a group, consisting of high -level intergovernmental experts, to carry out a 

thorough review of the administrative and financial functions of the United Nations, with a 

view to determining measures for further improving their efficiency which would contribute to 

strengthening the United Nations' effectiveness in dealing with political, economic and 
social issues. The group consisted of 18 members, with a broad -based representation from all 
major geopolitical groups. 

2.2 As requested, the group submitted a report containing observations and recommendations 

for consideration during the Forty -first session of the United Nations General Assembly in 

1986. The report dealt with the various aspects of the functioning of the United Nations 

(including the intergovernmental machinery; structure of the Secretariat; personnel; 

monitoring, evaluation and inspection; and planning and budgetary procedures) and contained 
a set of recommendations on those subjects. After several weeks of debate the General 
Assembly adopted resolution 41/213 on "Review of the efficiency of the administrative and 
financial functioning of the United Nations ". In the preambular paragraphs of the resolution 
the need for measures to improve both efficiency and the planning, programming and budgeting 
process of the United Nations is recognized, and at the same time the requirement that all 
Member States should fulfil promptly and in full their financial obligations as set out in 

the Charter of the United Nations is reaffirmed. 

2.3 Resolution 41/213 is divided into two parts. In Part I, the General Assembly decided 

that the recommendations as agreed upon and as contained in the report of the Group of 

High -Level Intergovernmental Experts to Review the Efficiency of the Administrative and 
Financial Functioning of the United Nations2 should be implemented by the Secretary -General 

See United Nations General Assembly resolution 41/213. 

2 Official Records of the General Assembly, Forty-first Session, Supplement No. 49 

(А/41/49). 
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and the relevant organs and bodies of the United Nations in the light of the findings of its 
Fifth Committee,l subject to certain considerations. Those considerations include a 
request to the Secretary -General to implement the recommendation regarding suggested targets 
for reduction in staff with flexibility in order to avoid, inter alla, a negative impact on 
programmes and on the structure and composition of the Secretariat. The Secretary -General 
was also requested to transmit to the International Civil Service Commission those 
recommeпdations2 having a direct impact on the United Nations common system, with the 
request that it should report to the United Nations General Assembly at its forty -second 
session, to enable the General Assembly to make final decisions. 

2.4 In Part II, which dealt with the planning, programming and budgeting process, the 
General Assembly decided that the process should be governed by certain principles, 
inter alia, strict adherence to the principles and provisions of the Charter of the United 
Nations; full respect for the prerogatives of the principal organs of the United Nations and 
for the authority and prerogatives of the Secretary -General as chief administrative officer; 
and recognition of the need for Member States to participate in the budgetary preparation 
from its early stages throughout the process. It reaffirmed the need to improve the 

planning, programming and budgeting process through full implementation of existing rules and 
regulations, ensuring follow -up of implementation of the recommendations of the Committee for 
Programme and Coordination (CPC) and improvement of the representation of Member States on 
the Committee. It resolved to achieve improvement in the consultative process for the 
formulation of the medium -term plan through a series of measures; agreed that the CPC should 
continue its existing practice of reaching decisions by consensus, and considered it 

desirable that the Fifth Committee should continue to make all possible efforts with a view 
to establishing the broadest possible agreement on budgetary matters. An annex to the 
resolution sets out the procedures to be followed in off -budget years and in budget years, as 
well as for the management of a contingency fund and any additional expenditures. 

2.5 As a follow -up to General Assembly resolution 41/213, the Economic and Social Council, 
at its organizational session in February 1987, adopted resolution 1987/112 on an "In -depth 
study of the United Nations intergovernmental structure and functions in the economic and 
social fields ". That resolution establishes a special commission, open to the full 
participation of all Members States, to carry out the study, with a view to strengthening the 
effectiveness of the United Nations in dealing with economic and social issues. All 
subsidiary bodies of the General Assembly in the economic and social fields and all 
subsidiary bodies of the Economic and Social Council are requested to submit to the special 
commission, "within thirty days of the conclusion of their forthcoming sessions, their views 
and proposals on achieving the objectives envisaged in recommendation 83 of the group of 
high -level intergovernmental experts regarding their functioning and that of their subsidiary 
machinery ". The final report should be presented to the Economic and Social Council in 
mid -1988. The Secretary -General of the United Nations has taken several steps to streamline 
the administrative structure of the United Nations secretariat and a review of the 
functioning of the subsidiary machinery of the Administrative Committee on Coordination (ACC) 
is in process. 

3. INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCES, YEARS AND DECADES: PREPARATIONS OR FOLLOW -UP 

International Year of Shelter for the Homeless (IYSH), 1987 

3.1 In resolution 41/190 on the "International Year of Shelter for the Homeless ", the United 
Nations General Assembly recognized that the International Year provided an excellent 
opportunity for the United Nations and other international agencies to review their 
contributions to solving the problem of shelter for the homeless. WHO has actively supported 
IYSH by involving it, with the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (HABITAT), as a 
cosponsor of the Technical Discussions on the role of intersectoral cooperation in national 
strategies for health for all held during the Thirty -ninth World Health Assembly in 1986,4 
and by participating in its various programmes and activities. A report on "Shelter and 

1 United Nations document A/41/795. 

2 The recommendations referred to (53 and 61) concern standards of personnel 
management and staff entitlements. 

Recommendation 8 sets out the modalities for conducting such a study. 

4 Intersectoral action for health. Geneva, World Health Organization, 1986. 
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health" was prepared which describes WHO's activities, reviews current knowledge about the 

relationship between shelter (habitat) and health, and outlines WHO's future role in 

promoting improvements in socioeconomic development pertinent to habitat. At its 

seventy -ninth session in January 1987 the Executive Board adopted resolution EB79.R191 
which proposes a draft resolution for the Health Assembly's consideration urging Member 

States to increase their support to the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements 
(HABITAT), the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the World Bank, and other 
agencies and nongovernmental organizations involved with shelter and health issues. 

International Year of Peace, 1986 

3.2 In resolution 41/9 on the "International Year of Peace ", the United Nations General 
Assembly recognized that the ideals and objectives contained in the Proclamation of the 
International Year of Peace will remain a valuable source for future dialogue and action to 
promote and achieve peace. It conveyed its thanks to the governments, intergovernmental and 
nongovernmental organizations and to the international community for their efforts in the 

promotion of peace, and invited them to persevere in those efforts, inspired by the purposes 
and principles of the Charter of the United Nations, as well as the objectives and the spirit 
of the International Year of Peace, and to join the United Nations in its noble purpose of 
ensuring that humanity reaches the threshold of the twenty -first century in the full 

enjoyment of a stable and lasting peace. In resolution 41/59D on "General and complete 
disarmament - Contribution of the specialized agencies and other organizations and programmes 

of the United Nations system to the cause of arms limitation arid disarmament ", the General 
Assembly reaffirmed its invitation to the specialized agencies and other organizations aid 

programmes of the United Nations system to continue, within their areas of competence, the 
activities aimed at promoting the cause of arms limitation and disarmament. WHO's major 
contribution to the International Year of Peace is the report on the "Effects of nuclear war 
on health and health services ", presented separately by the Director -Gener 1 to the Health 
Assembly in implementation of resolution WНА36.28,2 item 30 of the agenda.' In 
resolution 41/60 on "Review and implementation of the concluding document of the Twelfth 
Special Session of the General Assembly ", the General Assembly decided to convene its third 
special session on disarmament in 1988. 

International Conference on Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking, 1987 

3.3 In resolution 41/125 on the "International Conference on Drug Abuse and Illicit 

Trafficking ", the United Nations General Assembly requested all United Nations organs and 

organizations to cooperate fully with the Commission on Narcotic Drugs and with the 
Secretary- General of the Conference in order to ensure effective preparations for the 

Conference arid its success. WHO has actively supported the preparatory work for this 
conference which will take place in Vienna in July 1987. 

3.4 In resolution 41/126 on the "Preparation of a draft convention against illicit traffic 
in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances" the General Assembly requested the Commission 
on Narcotic Drugs to continue its work on the preparation of the draft convention against 
illicit traffic in narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances in the most expeditious manner, 
so that it may be effective, and widely acceptable, and enter into force at the earliest 
possible time. 

3.5 In resolution 41/127 on the "International campaign against traffic in drugs" the 

General Assembly encouraged the relevant bodies of the United Nations system to provide 
economic assistance and technical cooperation to the developing countries most affected by 

the illicit production of, traffic in arid use of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances, 
in order to combat the problem. 

United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development arid Peace, 1977 -1986 

3.6 In resolution 41/111 on the "Implementation of the Nairobi Forward -looking Stategies for 

the Advancement of Women ", the United Nations General Assembly reaffirmed the need for the 
Forward -looking Strategies to be immediately translated into concrete action by the 

1 See document EB79/1987/REC/1, p. 17. 

2 Handbook of resolutions and decisions, Volume II, p. 398. 

3 
Document A40 /11. 
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specialized agencies, among other organizations. It also called on the heads of the 

specialized agencies to establish new five -year targets at each level for the percentage of 
women in professional and decision- making positions, in accordance with the criteria 
established by the General Assembly.1 In resolution 41/110 on "The role of women in 
society ", the General Assembly recommended that all intergovernmental organizations should 
pay due attention in their activities to the role of women in society in all its interrelated 

aspects - as mothers, as participants in the economic development process and as participants 
in public life. 

3.7 In resolution 1986/26 on "Elderly women ", the Economic and Social Council recommended 

that the organizations of the United Nations system should effectively harmonize the 
essential features of the International Plan of Action on Aging with the Nairobi 

Forward -looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women, on behalf of elderly women, to 

ensure their economic and social security and to promote systems of social support and 
primary health care appropriate to their needs. In resolution 1986/71 on the "System -wide 
medium -term plan for women and development and system -wide coordination of the implementation 
of the Nairobi Forward -looking Strategies for the Advancement of Women ", the Economic and 
Social Council recommended that future medium -term plans of the specialized agencies should 
contain intersectoral presentations of the various programmes dealing with issues of concern 
to women.1 

World Decade for Cultural Development, 1988 -1997 

3.8 In resolution 41/187, the United Nations General Assembly proclaimed the period 

1988 -1997 the World Decade for Cultural Development, to be observed under the auspices of the 
United Nations and UNESCO. The four main objectives of the Decade are: to Acknowledge the 

cultural dimension of development; to affirm and enrich cultural identities; to broaden 
participation in culture; and to promote international cultural cooperation. The resolution 
encourages organizations, organs and bodies of the United Nations system to participate in 
the fulfilment of the objectives of the Decade in accordance with established programme 
priorities and without entailing additional financial implications for non -voluntarily funded 
programmes. WHO's programmes for achieving health for all through primary health care are 
culturally based in a profound sense, since primary health care encourages the participation 
and involvement of people and communities and must therefore be culturally acceptable to them. 

International Youth Year: Participation, Development, Peace, 1985 

3.9 In resolution 41/97 on "Policies and programmes involving young people: participation, 

development, peace ", the United Nations General Assembly called again on the specialized 
agencies, among other organizations, to exert all possible efforts for the implementation of 
the guidelines for further planning and suitable follow -up in the field of youth, in 

accordance with their experience, conditions and priorities. It requested the 
Secretary -General to promote intensively the inclusion of youth -related projects and 
activities in the programmes of the United Nations bodies and specialized agencies. In 
resolution 41/99 on "Channels of communication between the United Nations and youth 
organizations" the General Assembly called on the specialized agencies, among other 
organizations, to implement fully the guidelines related to the channels of communication as 
adopted in General Assembly resolutions 32/135 and 36/17, not only in general terms but also 

by concrete measures reflecting the issues of importance to young people. In resolution 
1986/13 on "Coordination and information in the field of youth ", the Economic and Social 
Council called upon the specialized agencies, among other organizations, to consider ways and 
means for the improvement of coordination and information in the field of youth. 

World Assembly on Aging, 1982 

3.10 In resolution 41/96 on the "Question of aging" the United Nations General Assembly 

reaffirmed its endorsement of the International Plan of Action on Aging and requested the 
Secretary -General to continue to monitor progress in the implementation of the Plan of Action 
and the analyses of global trends on a multi -dimensional basis. It also requested the 
Secretary -General to strengthen the United Nations system-wide coordination of policies and 

programmes on aging and to review the world aging situation every six years, on the basis of 
a comprehensive study identifying the major trends and suggesting concrete measures for 

action. 

1 Discussed at greater length in document A40/19, Collaboration within the United 
Nations system: Women, health and development. 



A40/12 
page 7 

United Nations Decade of Disabled Persons, 1983 -1992 

3.11 In resolution 1986/16, the Economic and Social Council urged all bodies and 

organizations of the United Nations system to take into account the World Programme of Action 
concerning Disabled Persons in the formulation and implementation of their programmes. It 
also called on all bodies and organizations of the United Nations system to take into account 
the concerns of disabled persons in their overall planning objectives. 

Fortieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1988 

3.12 In resolution 41/150, the United Nations General Assembly invited the specialized 

agencies, among other organizations, to support appropriate activities aimed at encouraging 
the promotion of the universal observance and enjoyment of civil and political, as well as 

economic, social and cultural rights. 

Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination, 1983 -1993 

3.13 In resolution 1986/2, the Economic and Social Council invited the specialized agencies 
to participate fully in the "Implementation of the Programme of Action for the Second Decade 
to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination ". In resolution 41/94 on the "Second Decade to 
Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination ", the United Nations General Assembly appealed to the 

international organizations to increase and intensify their activities to combat racism, 
racial discrimination and apartheid arid to provide relief and assistance to the victims of 

these evils. Resolution 1986/48 of the Economic and Social Council and resolution 41/15 of 

the General Assembly dealt with the "Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and the 
international institutions associated with the United Nations ". The General Assembly also 

adopted resolution 41/41 on the "Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 
Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples ", resolution 41/95 on "Adverse consequences 
for the enjoyment of human rights of political, military, economic and other forms of 
assistance given to the racist and colonialist régime of South Africa ", and resolution 41/101 
on the "Importance of the universal realization of the right of peoples to self -determination 
and of the speedy granting of independence to colonial countries and peoples for the 

effective guarantee and observance of human rights ". 

3.14 In resolution 41/39 on the "Question of Namibia ", the General Assembly called on the 
specialized agencies to render sustained and increased support to the South West Africa 
People's Organization and to the Namibian refugees. The General Assembly also adopted 
resolution 41/35 on the "Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa ". 

Assistance to front -line States 

3.15 In resolution 41/199 on Special assistance to front -line States, the United Nations 
General Assembly reaffirmed the importance of close cooperation between the United Nations 
and the front -line States and requested the Secretary -General to mobilize organs, 
organizations and bodies of the United Nations system so that they may respond to such 
requests for assistance as might be forthcoming from individual States or the appropriate 
subregional organizations. The Inter -Agency Consultative Group on Southern Africa 
established in response to that resolution, of which WHO is a member, supported the Southern 
African Development Coordination Conference's Annual Consultative Conference, held in 
Gaborone in February 1987, and the related meeting of field representatives in Southern 
Africa. The Director -General is reporting separately to the Health Assembly on WHO's support 
to the front -line States, in document A40/15, "Report on the liberation struggle in southern 
Africa: Assistance to the front -line States, Lesotho and Swaziland ", item 32.5 of the agenda. 

Second International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa, 1984 

3.16 In resolution 41/122 on the "Second International Conference on Assistance to Refugees 
in Africa ", the United Nations General Assembly reiterated its appreciation to the 
specialized agencies, among other organizations of the United Nations system, for their 
initial support and response to the projects submitted to the Second International Conference 
on Assistance to Refugees in Africa. It called upon the organizations of the United Nations 
system to intensify their support for the speedy implementation of the recommendations and 
pledges made at the Conference. 
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4. COOPERATION WITH UNITED NATIONS BODIES AND ORGANIZATIONSI 

United Nations Children's Fund 

4.1 In 1986, the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) celebrated its fortieth 

anniversary, a feature of which was increased fund -raising for children's health, primarily 
in support of immunization and oral rehydration therapy. The Executive Director of UNICEF 
addressed the WHO Executive Board at its seventy -ninth session, the first occasion on which 
he had done so, referring to the "unparalled breadth and depth" of collaboration between the 
two organizations, a sentiment shared by the Director -General of WHO. That close 
collaboration has been pursued at global, regional and country level. 

4.2 Formal consultations and meetings between WHO and UNICEF were held in several regions in 

1986. As a result, a closer relationship was established between the two organizations, and 

activities of common concern, such as the Expanded Programme on Immunization, the Diarrhoeal 

Diseases Control Programme and the Joint Nutrition Support Programme, accelerated. Three 
joint UNICEF /WHO statements were issued in 1986: "Basic Principles for the Control of 
Malaria and General Guidelines for UNICEF /WHO Support "; "Maternal Care for the Reduction of 
Perinatal and Neonatal Mortality "; and "Basic Principles for Control of Acute Respiratory 
Infections in Children in Developing Countries ". Those joint statements and the two joint 

statements already issued (Planning Principles for Accelerated Immunization Activities and 
Management of Diarrhoea and Use of Oral Rehydration Therapy) were widely distributed, 
particularly to the country representatives and field staff of both organizations. It is 

expected that they will be used as an effective tool for achieving more concerted action in 
countries. 

4.3 The twenty -sixth session of the UNICEF /WHO Joint Committee on Health Policy (JCHP) was 
held in Geneva from 27 to 29 January 1987. Its report will be submitted to the UNICEF 
Executive Board and the WHO Executive Board in 1987. International health policies, as 

defined in selected recent resolutions of the World Health Assembly and considered to be of 
particular relevance to WHO and UNICEF in their complementary activities, were discussed. 
Recent UNICEF Executive Board recommendations relating to health promotion and action were 
also reviewed. It was recognized that UNICEF and WHO share important goals and must have a 
common understanding of international health policies, in order to complement one another in 

carrying out those policies in cooperation with countries. Recommendations were made 
regarding health - for -all strategies and primary health care, health for women and children, 
and other specific health policies in technical areas. 

4.4 In response to the recommendation made by JCHP at its twenty -fifth session on more 
effective and country -specific ways of improving the complementarity of UNICEF and WHO, 
country case studies were carried out in Democratic Yemen and Indonesia. Reports on those 
studies, together with an analysis of the findings, were submitted and reviewed at the 

twenty -sixth session. The conclusions and recommendations were endorsed and JCHP emphasized 
that the three partners - namely, the government, UNICEF and WHO - should look for new 
mechanisms for strengthening collaboration in countries. One approach could be joint 
participation from the outset, with the government, in each other's programming and 
evaluation process. 

4.5 JCHP reviewed UNICEF /WHO policies and strategies on information, education and 

communication (IEC) for health, and emphasized the importance of IEC and social mobilization 
in generating political commitment for health. The complementary roles of WHO and UNICEF in 

promoting healthy behaviour and empowering people with knowledge were recognized to be 
important. 

4.6 The progress achieved by the UNICEF /WHO Joint Nutrition Support Programme and the joint 

programme for providing essential drugs for primary health care in developing countries was 
discussed. The WHO Special Programme on Acquired Immunodeficiency Syndrome (AIDS) was also 
discussed. The central role of WHO was stressed, both in supporting the development of 
national control programmes and in global cooperation. Agreement was reached that, in order 

to ensure that messages are consistent, any public pronouncements that UNICEF intends to make 
will first be cleared with WHO, since it has the coordinating responsibility for the global 

programme on prevention and control of AIDS. 

1 Cooperation during the past year is reported on a selective basis. 
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United Nations Development Programme 

4.7 The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) continues to be an important financial 

and operational partner of WHO. The preparations during 1986 for UNDP's Fourth Planning 
Cycle (1987 -1991) involved consultations between UNDP and WHO at all working levels, 

including the UNDP Bureaus for Asia and the Pacific, Europe and Africa, and the Division for 
Global and Inter -Regional Projects. Preparations are well under way for providing support to 
countries in Africa in areas such as food and nutrition surveillance, immunization, and water 
supply and sanitation activities. Activities are already being launched in countries in Asia 
and the Pacific for strengthening primary health care, with emphasis on the control of 
diarrhoeal diseases, immunization, acute respiratory infections and the provision of 

essential drugs. Globally, approval has been given for contributions from UNDP to work in 
applied research on vaccines, the development of new vaccines, research and training in 
tropical diseases, diarrhoeal diseases control, water and sanitation activities, and the 
strengthening of district health systems based on primary health care. UNDP has also pledged 

support (US$ 1 million) for operational research in maternal health. 

4.8 In his opening address to the UNDP Governing Council in May 1986 the Administrator cited 
UNDP's priorities. They included strengthening UNDP's coordinating role in countries, 
increasing the programme delivery rate, greater recognition of the private sector as an 

important contributor to the development process, and greater attention to the role of women 
in development. In the debate on UNDP's role in human resources development, a number of 
government representatives from both the developed and the developing countries stressed the 
importance of UNDP's role in promoting "coordination, cooperation and concentration" in 
countries. The Administrator said that enhanced coordination was the key to UNDP's work and 
attached particular importance to strengthening fragile developing country administrations in 

order to arrive at coordinated donor support. 

4.9 As a follow -up to the Substantial New Programme of Action for the 1980s for the Least 
Developed Countries, WHO took part in a number of donor coordination meetings organized by 
developing countries with the support of UNDP. For example, WHO contributed to sectoral 
consultations on health for Guinea Bissau, on rural development for Sao Tome and Principe, 
and on infrastructure, social sector and human resources management for Togo, and an 

in- country review meeting for Cape Verde. 

United Nations Fund for Population Activities 

4.10 During 1986, WHO and the United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) 

collaborated closely in support of the development and implementation of programmes on 
maternal and child health, including family planning, in the context of primary health care. 
In spite of general financial constraints, UNFPA made available over US$ 25.5 million to WHO 
for that purpose and for research on human reproduction. The main thrust of WHO and UNFPA 
cooperation was in support of the implementation of national programmes in 94 countries. 
Interregional and intercountry family health teams funded by UNFPA complemented the 
managerial and technical support provided by WHO. WHO also continued to work closely with 
UNFPA in the development and implementation of a number of technical and scientific 

activities in support of national programmes on maternal and child health, including family 
planning. 

4.11 Of the total sum provided by UNFPA in 1986, US$ 2.5 million was for the WHO Special 

Programme of Research, Development and Research Training in Human Reproduction, for 

biomedical research on fertility regulating methods, infertility, service and psychosocial 
research, and institution- strengthening for research in family planning, and a further 
US$ 1.6 million was for the research and institution -strengthening component of three country 
programmes. 

World Bank 

4.12 Collaboration with the World Bank intensified over the past year. The Bank continued 
to play a crucial and important role in support of the Special Programme for Research and 
Training in Tropical Diseases, the Onchocerciasis Control Programme in West Africa, and the 

Diarrhoeal Diseases Control Programme. In addition, the Bank announced its intention to 
contribute in similar ways to the Special Programme of Research, Development and Research 
Training in Human Reproduction. 
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4.13 UNFPA, WHO and the World Bank jointly sponsored an International Conference on Safe 
Motherhood, held in Nairobi from 10 to 13 February 1987. The Conference reviewed the extent, 
nature and causes of maternal mortality and morbidity and discussed possible strategies and 
related costs Eor their prevention and reduction. During the Conference, the President of 
the World Bank announced the Bank's plans to increase lending generally for population, 

health and nutrition in countries, and specifically pledged US$ 1 million in support of the 

newly launched operational research activities for safe motherhood. 

4.14 Cooperation in a variety of health -related programmes in Member States is growing 

steadily, e.g. in a number of national essential drugs programmes. The Bank was a partner in 

studies and dialogue on the cost and financing of health care and the question of recurrent 
costs for the health sector. Discussions are now being held to explore how WHO can provide 
technical input to a Bank initiative to assess the world health situation in a better way, 
through surveys and analysis, and to support national decision -makers in health planning 
based on a sounder knowledge of cost -effective measures. 

4.15 Meetings were held between the Bank and WHO on several occasions during the past year, 

at both headquarters and in the regions, to explore policy questions and ways of enhancing 
collaboration and the coordination of inputs in support of Member States. The meetings in 

the regions were used as opportunities to inform WHO representatives on World Bank policies 
and procedures. 

5. COOPERATION WITH OTHER INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

5.1 The United Nations General Assembly, in resolution 41/3 on "Cooperation between the 
United Nations and the Organization of the Islamic Conference" and resolution 41/4 on 
"Cooperation between the United Nations and the League of Arab States" encouraged the 
specialized agencies to continue to expand their cooperation and coordination with those two 
organizations. 

5.2 In resolution 41/8 on "Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization of 
African Unity" the United Nations General Assembly expressed its appreciation to the World 
Health Organization, among other organizations, for the assistance so far rendered to the 
African States in dealing with the emergency situation as well as with the critical economic 
problems that exist on the African continent. It urged the specialized agencies to continue 
to expand their cooperation with the Organization of African Unity and, through it, their 

assistance to the liberation movements recognized by that organization. It also requested 
them to provide material and economic assistance to help African countries of asylum cope 

with the heavy burden imposed on their limited resources and weak infrastructures by the 

presence of large numbers of refugees. 

5.3 A special session of the United Nations General Assembly was convened from 27 to 

31 May 1986 to consider the critical economic situation in Africa. The results of the 
session and the implications for the future were reported to the Executive Board in January 
1987.1 At the special session the General Assembly adopted resolution S -13/21 on the 
United Nations Programme of Action for African Recovery and Development, 1986 -1990. The 
Secretary- General established an inter -agency steering committee, of which WHO is a member, 
to follow up and promote implementation of the Programme. The United Nations Economic 

Commission for Africa established a regional task force to monitor implementation of the 
Programme. 

5.4 WHO has taken action to comply with the resolution and contribute to the Programme. 

Round -table meetings scheduled to take place for individual African countries will be an 
important aspect of implementation. While at the special session of the General Assembly the 
economic aspects of the crisis were emphasized, a conference on the human dimension is 
scheduled to take place in Libreville, Gabon, in October 1987. 

5.5 At the twenty -second session of the Assembly of Heads of State and Government, which met 
from 28 to 30 July 1986, the Organization of African Unity (OAU) adopted resolution 
8 (XXII) Rev.1 on the Programme of Action for African Economic Recovery and Development. The 
OAU Conference of Ministers of Health, held in Cairo from 29 to 30 April 1987, discussed the 
implications of the Programme for the health sector. The WHO Regional Offices for Africa and 
the Eastern Mediterranean contributed to the organization of the meeting. 

1 Document ЕВ79/32. 
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5.6 The emergency situation in Africa was the subject of resolution 41/29 in which the 
United Nations General Assembly appealed to the organizations of the United Nations system to 
pursue and intensify their efforts to satisfy the unmet emergency needs of the affected 
African countries. 

6. OTHER PROGRAMME ACTIVITIES 

6.1 In resolution 1986/72 on "Protection against products harmful to health and the 
environment" the Economic and Social Council commended the Secretary -General for initiating 
the memoranda of understanding between the United Nations and the World Health Organization 
and between the United Nations and the United Nations Environment Programme /International 
Register of Potentially Toxic Chemicals, and for developing constructive and appropriate 
delegation of responsibility for the preparation of the consolidated list. It decided that 
the consolidated list of products which have been banned, withdrawn, severely restricted or 
not approved by governments shall continue to be published as one document, including 
generic /chemical and brand names and the names of all manufacturers of such products. 

6.2 The United Nations General Assembly, in resolution 41/171 on "Operational activities for 

development" endorsed Economic and Social Council resolution 1986/74 on "Policy review of 
operational activities for development ". In that resolution the Economic and Social Council 
had reiterated the need for all organizations of the United Nations system to make greater 
use of the capacities of developing countries. It invited the various organs, organizations 
and bodies of the United Nations system to introduce, in close cooperation with the 
governments of recipient countries, specific measures aimed at strengthening their 
capabilities to exercise their sovereign rights regarding preparation and realization of 
programmes and projects of technical cooperation. It also invited the governing bodies of 
the organizations of the United Nations system to reaffirm their full support for improved 
coherence of action by the system at the country level. 

6.3 In resolution 1986/49 of the Economic and Social Council and resolution 41/181 of the 

General Assembly, on "Assistance to the Palestinian people ", organizations of the United 
Nations system were requested to sustain increase their assistance to the Palestinian 
people in cooperation with the Palestine Liberation Organization. The Secretary -General was 

requested to convene, in 1987, a meeting of the relevant programmes, organizations, agencies, 
funds and organs of the United Nations system to consider economic and social assistance to 
the Palestinian people. 

6.4 The General Assembly adopted various resolutions inviting appropriate organizations of 
the United Nations system, including WHO, to continue and increase their assistance to meet 
the special needs of the front -line States: Benin, the Central African Republic, Chad, the 
Comoros, Democratic Yemen, Djibouti, El Salvador, Equatorial Guinea, the Gambia, Guinea, 
Guinea -Bissau, Haiti, Lebanon, Madagascar, Nicaragua, Sierra Leone, Solomon Islands, Uganda, 
and Vanuatu. 

Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions ( ACABQ) 

6.5 Article 17, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the United Nations provides that "The General 
Assembly shall consider and approve any financial and budgetary arrangements with specialized 
agencies referred to in Article 57 and shall examine the administrative budgets of such 
specialized agencies with a view to making recommendations to the agencies concerned ". Under 
the Rules of Procedure of the United Nations General Assembly, the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions ( ACABQ) is responsible, inter alía, for examining on 
behalf of the General Assembly the administrative budgets of specialized agencies and 
proposals for financial and budgetary arrangements with such agencies. 

6.6 A report on "Administrative and budgetary coordination of the United Nations with 
specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency "1 was submitted by the 
Advisory Committee to the United Nations General Assembly at its forty -first session (1986). 
In addition to an introduction, the report contains comparative tables of data on budgetary, 
financial and personnel matters relating to the organizations of the United Nations system, 
and the Committee's comments on the 1986 -1987 budgets of the specialized agencies. The 

comments on WHO's 1986 -1987 programme budget are purely factual in nature and do not call for 
special comment by the Director -General. 

1 United Nations document A/41/671. 


