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REPORT OF THE AD HOC COMMITTEE ON DRUG POLICIES 

1. The Executive Board Ad Hoc Committee on Drug Policies met on 11 May 1989. The 
following members attended the meeting: 

Dr J. Abi-Saleh 
Mr R. K. Ahooja (alternate to Mr R. Srinivasan) 
Dr A. J. R. Cabrai 
Dr Martina Hanakova (alternate to Professor J. Prokopec) 
Professor L. 0. Kallings 
Professor Marta I. Medina Sandino 
Dr S. Тара 
Dr Frank E. Young. 

2. Professor L. 0. Kallings was elected Chairman, Dr A. J. R. Cabrai Vice-Chairman and 
Professor Marta I. Medina Sandino Rapporteur. 

3. The Committee adopted the proposed agenda. 

Organization and functions of the Division of Drug Management and Policies 

4. The Committee was informed that the reorganization of all drug-related programmes 
started in August 1988 with the establishment of the Division of Drug Management and 
Policies, which groups the following programmes: 

Biologicals 
Pharmaceuticals 
Action Programme on Essential Drugs 
Psychotropic and Narcotic Drugs 
Traditional Medicine. 

5. The Committee noted that, before the establishment of the new division, some 
programmes were attached to the Director-General‘s Office (Pharmaceuticals and Action 
Programme on Essential Drugs), the Division of Diagnostic, Therapeutic and Rehabilitative 
Technology (Biologicals, Traditional Medicine) and the Division of Mental Health 
(Psychotropic and Narcotic Drugs). 

6. The Committee considered the report on Drug Management and Policies (document 
DAP/EB89.3) outlining the programme of the new division. It expressed satisfaction with 
the decision to group all the activities primarily concerned with pharmaceutical and 
biological products within a single division. It noted, in particular, that - because 
the same basic considerations of quality, safety and efficacy apply to pharmaceuticals, 
including psychotropic and narcotic drugs, to biologicals and to traditional medicines 
-che linkage of the respective programmes within the administrative structure should 
enhance their operational effectiveness. It also agreed that coordination and 
collaboration are particularly important between the programme on Pharmaceuticals and the 
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Action Programme on Essential Drugs since the former holds responsibility for the 
normative and informational aspects of WHO's work in this area, while the latter responds 
to the requests of individual governments for counsel and support in "the planning and 
implementation of national drug policies, essential drug programmes and projects". 

7. The Committee noted that the integration of all drug-related programmes will provide 
for greater balance in the emphasis laid upon the various elements of WHO's Revised Drug 
Strategy. This, in turn, will operate to underscore the need for capability to be 
developed at all levels in the provision of a comprehensive health care system. Whereas 
the Committee accepted that particular importance must everywhere be accorded to the 
development of a reliable infrastructure for primary health care, it stressed that 
national drug policies must take into account a complementary and vital need for referral 
facilities, for trained doctors, nurses and pharmacists, for administrative and support 
services, including a competent drug regulatory authority, and for promoting the optimal 
use of drugs at all levels of the health care system. Moreover, good prescription 
practices at all levels are instrumental in achieving overall economy in the drug supply 
for health services. 

8. During its detailed review of the report the Committee identified items meriting 
further consideration and offered several suggestions to be included by the Secretariat 
in a revised version which will focus on policy issues for consideration by the Executive 
Board. The implementation of the relevant resolutions of the Health Assembly will 
receive special attention. A separate report will deal with managerial, administrative 
and functional aspects of the division. Both documents will be submitted to the 
Committee at its next meeting. 

Action Programme on Essential Drugs 

9. The Committee was informed that the Secretariat was reviewing the terms of reference 
of the proposed Management Review Committee (Annex 3 of the Report of the Second Meeting 
of Interested Parties, Geneva, 22-24 June 1988, DAP/88.12). It considered that the title 
Management Advisory Committee (MAC) would be more appropriate. The Committee agreed that 
its membership be extended to include the Chairman or the Vice-Chairman of the Executive 
Board's Ad Hoc Committee on Drug Policies, or a member designated by the Chairman. It 
also suggested that regional representatives should be appointed by the Director-General 
in consultation with the respective Regional Directors. It was understood that if the 
terms of reference were approved by all parties concerned and by the Director-General, 
the MAC would replace the Meetings of Interested Parties. Finally, to reduce travel 
costs, it was suggested that the meetings of MAC should be convened in relation to 
scheduled sessions of the Executive Board and that its overall size should be kept to the 
minimum, consonant with the terms of reference. 

10. The Committee noted the Progress Report on External Evaluation of the Action 
Programme on Essential Drugs (document DAP/EB89.5). 

Programme on International Drug Monitoring 

11. In reviewing the report on the programme on international drug monitoring (document 
DAP/EB89.4), the Committee agreed that the WHO Collaborating Centre in Uppsala had made a 
vital contribution to the programme and it expressed its gratitude to the Government of 
Sweden for generous financial support. The Committee recalled that, at its meeting in 
1988, it had already identified a number of problems inherent in spontaneous drug 
monitoring and had, therefore, recommended an evaluation of the programme by independent 
experts (EB81/25, p. 4). 
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12. The Committee noted that the approaches and techniques applied to the investigation 
of suspected adverse drug reactions had undergone important evolution since spontaneous, 
or passive, systems of reporting were first introduced in the early 1960s. Examples were 
cited of serious adverse reactions to drugs that are not verifiable by this approach. 
Already, greater emphasis is being accorded in many countries to epidemiologically-based 
systems and to post-marketing drug surveillance. 

13. The Committee agreed with the proposals contained in the report to convene in 
November 1989, a meeting of representatives of the parties responsible for the 
implementation of the programme - i.e. the WHO Collaborating Centre and the participating 
national centres - and to convene in early 1990 a group of experts to evaluate the WHO 
programme and to advise on its future development in the light of new methods of 
surveillance of the performance of drugs after their registration. The Committee noted 
that these proposals were consonant with its previous recommendations and that the 
experts will be selected in accordance with the usual procedures, including consultations 
with all interested parties. Finally, the Committee was informed that the European 
Economic Community (EEC) was considering developing a programme on drug monitoring and 
that, as several national centres in Member States of the EEC were already participating 
in the WHO programme, consultations were required to ensure coordination and to avoid, as 
far as possible, unnecessary duplication of efforts. 

Status of the Executive Boardy s Ad Hoc Committee on Drug Policies 

14. The Committee noted that it had held annual meetings since its establishment in 1978 
and that, in the light of the evolution of drug-related programmes, its work is likely to 
expand. It recommended, therefore, that the words "Ad Hoc" be deleted from its title. 


