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1. Mr Chairman, distinguished delegates, a number of delegates in their statements in the 
general debate, and also the delegates of Sweden, the Netherlands and others in this 
Committee, have raised the issue of WHO'S role as regards the health effects of accidents 
resulting from the peaceful use of atomic energy. A common theme expressed by these 
delegates was the hope that WHO would play a very active role in coordinating the collection, 
analysis, and speedy dissemination of information to all Member States concerned on the 
health effects of such accidents. 

2. First of all I should like to let you know that in response to the recent accident -
which might have had health implications for a number of Members States - your Organization, 
through its Regional Office for Europe, reacted speedily to the request of a number of Member 
States by convening a group of experts in meteorology, radiation protection, biological 
effects, reactor technology, emergency procedures, public health and psychology. In addition 
to providing useful health information, the group reached the conclusion that there is a need 
to establish an international system to collect and interpret information on any large-scale 
accident resulting from the peaceful use of atomic energy. I take this opportunity of 
thanking the members of the group on your behalf for their valuable work. I should like to 
assure you that the Regional Office for Europe will continue to follow the situation closely 
until it is stabilized. In my opening address to the Health Assembly I gave a few examples 
of some outstanding activities to the credit of your Organization, and I would now add this 
one, especially considering the inherent difficulties involved. As your Director-General, I 
should like to give this Assembly my formal assurance that I have already set in motion 
action to meet further legitimate expectations of Member States in this matter, and that I am 
doing so by mobilizing and rationalizing resources already available to WHO. 

3. You will appreciate that any action by WHO will have to be taken by national centres 
collaborating with one another under the aegis of your Organization. A number of such 
centres already exist; we may have to add additional ones and intensify the work of all of 
them. WHO'S role would include facilitating the overall coordination of activities, 
particularly through rapid exchange of information; preparing consolidated reports； and 
disseminating them speedily to all Member States concerned and the like. These activities 
would have to be on an ongoing basis : should any serious accident occur in the peaceful use 
of atomic energy, the network of collaborating centres would go into non-stop action and WHO 
would issue consolidated reports on health effects as frequently as necessary and as rapidly 
as possible. 

4. I have merely indicated some of the elements of such a network of collaborating 
centres. In the light of what has been said in the plenary meeting and in this Committee, I 
intend to call on a multidisciplinary group of experts to advise me further on how best WHO 
could play an enhanced role in this area, including advice on how to gain immediate access to 
all relevant information. It is in fact an urgent matter that WHO should receive all 
relevant information without delay so that it can process it, assess it, and relay it to all 
Member States concerned. 

5. It goes without saying that I shall make sure that other United Nations bodies and 
international nongovernmental organizations having a mandate in this field will be actively 
and continuously involved in this exploratory process, so as to ensure that our respective 
roles are complementary. I am confident that your Organization will be capable of 
undertaking such an accelerated activity. Naturally, I intend to report fully on this 
activity to the Executive Board in January 1987 and to the Fortieth World Health Assembly 
later in the same year. 
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