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Agenda item 38 

HEALTH CONDITIONS OF THE ARAB POPULATION IN 
THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES, INCLUDING PALESTINE 

At the request of the delegation of Israel, the Director-General has the honour to 
transmit to the Thirty-ninth World Health Assembly, for its information, copy of the 
correspondence exchanged with the Government of Israel concerning the establishment of health 
centres requested in Part III of resolution WHA35.15.1 
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ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE W O R L D H E A L T H O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

The Minister of Health 
Government of Israel 
2, Ben Tabai Street 
P.O. Box 1176 
Jerusalem 91010 
Israël 

28 March 1983 

Sir, 

I refer to the World Health Assembly resolution WHA35.15 and in particular to the 
Assembly's request concerning health centres in the territories referred to in the 
resolution. In keeping with the Strategy for Health for All by the Year 2000, I propose that 
the World Health Organization and the Government of Israel cooperate in health systems 
research aimed at ensuring total coverage of the local population with primary health care in 
those territories, using the most appropriate technology. To this end I propose that experts 
from WHO and the Government of Israel prepare jointly a research protocol. The health 
centres concerned with this health systems research would be designated as WHO collaborating 
centres and WHO would participate financially in the planning and implementation of the 
research. For your information I enclose herewith the pertinent part of the WHO Manual which 
describes the type of activities carried out by these centres and the way in which they 
function. 

I should be grateful if you would kindly let me know your Government
1

 s reaction to this 
proposal. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

Ref. N64/372/41 

ANNEX 

signed: H. Mahler, M.D. 
Director-General 
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MINISTER OF HEALTH 

Jerusalem, 11 April 1983 

Dear Dr Mahler, 

In response to your letter (Your Reference: N64/372/41), I am pleased to inform you that 
the competent Israel authorities will gladly enter into negotiations with WHO aiming at the 
designation of up to three suitable institutions in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza District as 
WHO Collaborating Centres. It is understood that the possibility exists for the designation 
to be effected jointly with UNDP upon the latter

f

s agreement being obtained. 

Negotiations may be begun in April and it is hoped that they can be brought to speedy 
and successful conclusion. 

Yours sincerely, 

signed: Eliezer Shostak 
Minister of Health 

H. Mahler, M.D. 
Director-General 
World Health Organization 
1211 Geneva 27 
Switzerland 
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W O R L D H E A L T H O R G A N I Z A T I O N ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE 

Réf. DG N64/372/4 

The Minister of Health 
Government of Israel 
2, Ben Tabai Street 
P.O. Box 1176 
Jerusalem 91010 
Israël 

Geneva, 13 April 1984 

Sir, 

I have the honour to refer to my letter of 
WHO Collaborating Centres, to which you replied 
consultations which have taken place on this subject between the competent authorities of 
Israel and my Personal Representative. 

28 March 1983 regarding the designation of 
on 11 April 1983, as well as to the further 

With a view to following up the procedure that was agreed upon on general lines during 
these discussions, I am pleased to inform you that in conformity with the previous acceptance 
of the Government of Israel, the World Health Organization proposes that the District Public 
Health Office in Ramallah be designated as the first WHO Collaborating Centre for Primary 
Health Care Research. 

The terms of reference of the Centre would be: 

to undertake health systems research aimed at ensuring total coverage of the local 
population with primary health care, using the most appropriate technology. 

Taking into account the special circumstances under which these WHO Collaborating 
Centres will be established, the following arrangements are to be made reflecting the 
understandings reached during the aforementioned discussions between the competent 
authorities of Israel and WHO: 

(a) WHO will ensure that all international communications, agreements or arrangements 
concerning these centres, will be channelled through or agreed with the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP). 

UNDP has agreed to assume the full responsibility for the administrative management of 
the centre, and responsibility for the implementation of the programme in cooperation with 
the competent authorities of Israel and WHO. In this respect, an agreement has been 
concluded between UNDP and WHO on 6 and 24 February 1984, containing the modalities and 
mechanisms under which the aforementioned collaboration between the two organizations will 
operate in the area concerned (annexed to this note for your information). 

(b) WHO
1

s inputs will be in accordance with the provisions of a UNDP costed work plan and 
will consist of support to training and to research design, supply of equipment and 
materials, and consultant services. These inputs will all be channelled through the UNDP in 
accordance with paragraph (a) above. 

(c) All research projects carried out in the centres will be set up in close coordination 
with the Ministry of Health, Government of Israel. 
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The official designation of the District Public Health Office in Ramallah as a WHO 
Collaborating Centre will be carried out on behalf of WHO by UNDP subject to the above terms, 
and would be effective for a period of four years• Either the Government of Israel or WHO 
would be able, however, to revoke the designation in any year by giving notice to UNDP of its 
intention to do so, three months before the end of the year, in order to make necessary 
official steps in this connection. 

If you agree to the above proposals, this note which has been copied to the 
Administrator of UNDP and your reply shall constitute the mechanism set up between the 
Government of Israel and WHO: thus UNDP shall be officially requested to proceed with the 
related formalities in accordance with the agreement signed between WHO and UNDP. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

signed: H. Mahler, M.D. 
Director-General 



Annex 

MINISTER OF HEALTH 

Geneva, 9th May 1984 

Dear Sir, ' 

I have the honour to refer to your note No. DG N64/372/4 dated 13th April 1984, 
concerning WHO Collaborating Centres in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza District, which states as 
follows : 

"I have the honour to refer to my letter of 28 March 1983 regarding the designation of 
WHO Collaborating Centres, to which you replied on 11 April 1983, as well as to the 
further consultations which have taken place on this subject between the competent 
authorities of Israel and my Personal Representative. 

With a view to following up the procedure that was agreed upon on general lines during 
these discussions, I am pleased to inform you that in conformity with the previous 
acceptance of the Government of Israel, the World Heâlth Organization proposes that the 
District Public Health Office in Ramallah be designated as the first WHO Collaborating 
Centre for Primary Health Care Research. 

The terms of reference of the Centre would be: 

to undertake health systems research aimed at ensuring total coverage of the local 
population with primary health care, using the most appropriate technology. 

Taking into account the special circumstances under which these WHO Collaborating 
Centres will be established, the following arrangements are to be made reflecting the 
understandings reached during the aforementioned discussions between the competent 
authorities of Israel and WHO: 

(a) WHO will ensure that all international communications, agreements or arrangements 
concerning these centres, will be channelled through or agreed with the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP). 

UNDP has agreed to assume the full responsibility for the administrative management of 
the centre, and responsibility for the implementation of the programme in cooperation 
with the competent authorities of Israel and WHO. In this respect, an agreement has 
been concluded between UNDP and WHO on 6 and 24 February 1984, containing the modalities 
and mechanisms under which the aforementioned collaboration between the two 
organizations will operate in the area concerned (annexed to this note for your 
information)• 

(b) WHO
1

s inputs will be in accordance with the provisions of a UNDP costed work plan 
and will consist of support to training and to research design, supply of equipment and 
materials, and consultant services. These inputs will all be channelled through the 
UNDP in accordance with paragraph (a) above. 
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(с) All research projects carried out in the centres will be set up in close 
coordination with the Ministry of Health, Government of Israel. 

The official designation of the District Public Health Office in Ramallah as a WHO 
Collaborating Centre will be carried out on behalf of WHO by UNDP subject to the above 
tetms, and would be effective for a period of four years. Either the Government of 
Israel or WHO would be able, however, to revoke the designation in any year by giving 
notice to UNDP of its intention to do so, three months before the end of the year, in 
order to make necessary official steps in this connection. 

If you agree to the above proposals, this note which has been copied to the 
Administrator of UNDP and your reply shall constitute the mechanism set up between the 
Government of Israel and WHO; thus UNDP shall be officially requested to proceed with 
the related formalities in accordance with the agreement signed between WHO and UNDP." 

I have the honour to confirm that the Government of Israel accepts your proposal and 
that your note and this reply shall, together, constitute an agreed mechanism between WHO and 
the Government of Israel, 

I further wish to state that the Government of Israel considers that paragraph No. 1 of 
your letter to the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) dated 6th February 1984, is 
subject to the terms of this agreement between the Government of Israel and WHO, and thus 
that all agreements concerning WHO Collaborating Centres should be agreed with, and 
channelled through the UNDP. 

Accept, Sir, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

signed; Eliezer Shostak 
— Minister of Health 

Dr. Halfdan MAHLER 
Director-General 
WHO 
Avenue Appia 
1211 Geneva 27 


