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wm ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTÉ 

THIRTY-NINTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Provisional agenda item 38 

HEALTH CONDITIONS OF THE ARAB POPULATION IN 
THE OCCUPIED ARAB TERRITORIES, INCLUDING PALESTINE 

At the request of the Delegation of Israel, the Director-General has the honour to 
transmit to the Thirty-ninth World Health Assembly, for its information, copy of the 
correspondence exchanged with the Government of Israel following the adoption of resolution 
WHA38.151 by the Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly. 

1 Document WHA38/1985/REC/1, p. 11. 



ANNEX 

MISSION PERMANENTE D'ISRAËL 
AUPRES DE L'OFFICE DES NATIONS UNIES 
ET DES ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES A GENEVE 

22th April 1986 

Mr. Director-General, 

Upon instructions of my Government, I have the honour to request that the letters 
exchanged between you and the Government of Israel with regard to the possible fielding of a 
WHO mission to Judea, Samaria and the Gaza District be issued, as an official document of the 
39th Health Assembly under item 38 of the provisional Agenda, 

For your convenience I enclose herewith copy of this correspondence. 

I avail myself of this opportunity to reiterate the assurances of my highest 
consideration. 

signed： Ephraim Dowek 
Ambassador 
Permanent Representative 

Dr. Halfdan Mahler 
Director-General 
World Health Organization 
Avenue Appia 
1211 Geneva 27 



W O R L D H E A L T H O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Annex 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE 

His Excellency Mr Ephraim Dowek 
Ambassador 
Permanent Representative of Israel to 

the United Nations Office and the 
International Organizations at Geneva 

9, chemin de Bonvent 
1216 Cointrin 

30 January 1986 

Mr Ambassador, 

I have received your letter of 28 January 1986, and have taken note of the conditions 
under which the Government of Israel would allow a visit of experts. I trust however that 
your Government realizes the limits of action imposed on me as Director-General of the 
World Health Organization in regard to the subject under consideration. I nevertheless 
consider your letter to be an indication of a desire to find a solution in the interest of 
all parties concerned. I have therefore asked the Legal Counsel, Mr C.-H. Vignes, to get in 
touch with your Mission with a view to finding a mutually satisfactory way of overcoming the 
problems that have arisen. 

Please accept, Mr Ambassador, the assurance of my highest consideration. 

_
 

signed： H. Mahler" M.D. 
Director-General 



Annex 

MISSION PERMANENTE D'ISRAËL 
AUPRES DE L'OFFICE DES NATIONS UNIES 
ET DES ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES A GENEVE 

Mr. Director-General, 

28th January 1986 

In our conversation of 14th January 1986, you reiterated your hope 
of Israel would reconsider its position, as defined in my letter of 6th 
to your letter of 19th September 1985 concerning the date of the fielding to Judea, Samaria 
and the Gaza District of a WHO committee of experts. 

that the Government 
January 1986 in reply 

As I have repeatedly stressed, the Government of Israel has no objections to receive a 
WHO mission to the up-mentioned territories though it is its view that there is no objective 
need for such missions nor grounds for continuing singling out Israel in that respect. In 
the last years, 8 missions of the kind have already been fielded with the very same purpose 
giving WHO ample opportunity to ascertain the factual situation which is, as you know, quite 
satisfactory. 

On the other hand, the Government of Israel refuses to receive "The Special Committee" 
which mandate stems from resolution WHA 38.15, which it has rejected in the most categoric 
terms for being of a purely political nature, unconstitutional, and implying the obliteration 
of Israel as a state. 

In order to accommodate these two positions, the Government of Israel had decided, that, 
if you came to the personal conclusion that one more WHO mission was still required, it would 
receive such a mission not before next fall, in order to mark distinctly, in this way the 
disconnection of the mission from any political context and connotation. 

However, in a spirit of mutual understanding, and in response to your personal request, 
the Government of Israel would be willing to receive a team of WHO experts at your earliest 
convenience, and grant them all necessary facilities, provided that the team of experts is 
appointed by yourself and on your initiative from amongst WHO officials in the framework of 
WHO normal activities and that it is made clear in the terms of reference that the mission is 
not connected in any way to resolution WHA 38.15. 

I remain, Mr. Director-General, whenever you decide to field 
your entire disposal for coordinating the technical modalities as 
methodology of the team's work. 

such a team of experts, at 
well as the scope and 

I avail this opportunity, Mr. Director-General, to reiterate my highest consideration. 

signed： Ephraim Dowek 
Ambassador 
Permanent Representative 

Dr. Halfdan Mahler 
Director-General 
World Health Organization 
Avenue Appia 
1211 Geneva 27 



Annex 

MISSION PERMANENTE D'ISRAËL 
AUPRES DE L'OFFICE DES NATIONS UNIES 
ET DES ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES A GENEVE 

6th January 1986 

Mr. Director-General, 

Your letter of 19th December 1985 was duly conveyed to Jerusalem. 

Upon instructions of my Government, I reiterate the absolute rejection by Israel of 
resolution WHA - 38.15 and its unwillingness to receive the Committee of experts seeking its 
mandate in that resolution. This position, stemming from the reasons outlined in my letter 
of 28th November 1985, is and was stated many times in unequivocal terms. 

Moreover, in that same letter, I expressed also, clearly, the interest of the Government 
of Israel to continue its fruitful cooperation with WHO in the framework of its regular 
activities and its readiness to grant all facilities to a WHO team of experts for assessing 
the health situation in Judea, Samaria and the Gaza district 一 if you found it necessary to 
further do so. 

However, in your letter of 19th December, there is no indication that it is your 
professional view that such a visit is needed, or that a team of experts has been appointed 
to that effect, independently of resolution WHA 38.15. 

Nevertheless, if you come to decide that a mission is indeed needed in the course of 
1986, the Government of Israel is of the opinion that the earliest appropriate time, in order 
to disconnect the mission from any political context, would be in the early fall. It, 
therefore, regrets not to be able to accede to your request to accept a visit prior to the 
Health Assembly. I remain at your disposal for setting the scope and the technical 
modalities of a mission whenever you decide such a mission is required. 

On the other hand, the Government of Israel will do, as you assumed, every effort to 
present to the organization in early May 1986 a review of the health situation in the 
above-mentioned territories. 

I seize this opportunity, Mr. Director-General, to reiterate the expression of my 
highest consideration. 

signed: Ephraim Dowek 
Ambassador 
Permanent Representative 

Dr. Halfdan Mahler 
Director-General 
World Health Organization 
Avenue Appia 
1211 Geneva 27 



Annex 

ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE 

His Excellency Mr Ephraim Dowek 
Ambassador 
Permanent Representative of Israel to 

the United Nations Office and the 
International Organizations at Geneva 

9, chemin de Bonvent 
1216 Cointrin 

19 December 1985 

Dear Sir, 

I acknowledge with thanks receipt of your letter dated 28 November 1985 and have noted 
with satisfaction that your Government is willing to grant all the facilities required for a 
visit to the territories to assess the health situation of the Arab population, at the 
beginning of Autumn 1986. I have also noted that your Government will present to the 
Organization a review of the health situation in these territories. 

I assume that, as in the past, your Government1 s report will be ready for submission to 
the World Health Assembly in May, and I anticipate that the Assembly would wish to consider 
it at the same time as other relevant material, including the report of the experts visiting 
the territories, I should therefore be grateful if your Government would reconsider the date 
suggested for this visit and agree to the visit taking place at a convenient date prior to 
the next Assembly. 

I would appreciate receiving the response of the Government of Israel to this request at 
its earliest convenience. 

Please accept, Mr Ambassador, the assurance of my highest consideration. 

W O R L D H E A L T H O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

signed： H. Mahler, M.D. 
Director-General 



Annex 

MISSION PERMANENTE D1ISRAEL 
AUPRES DE L'OFFICE DES NATIONS UNIES 
ET DES ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES A GENEVE 

28th November 1985 

Mr. Director-General, 

On behalf of the Minister of Health, Mr. Mordechai Gur, I have the honour to refer to 
your letter of 13th September 1985 requesting a visit in Judea, Samaria and Gaza in 
accordance with resolution WHA 38.15. 

The position of the Government of Israel in respect to this resolution has been stated 
clearly and repeatedly - both in Committee В and in the Assembly - through the interventions 
of the Israeli Delegation to the 38th World Health Assembly as follows: 

"Israel considers the resolution as purely political and totally unfounded, and 
therefore deems it unconstitutional, illegal, null and void. Israel does not only reject the 
resolution in its spirit and in its letter, but also strongly protests against the 
intentional politicizing of health issues and the dubious double standards imposed on this 
distinguished Assembly by those who do not hesitate to trample underfoot constitutions, 
legality and common sense, in order to foster narrow egoistical interests. Israel rejects 
the resolution as a whole and in every one of its provisions, preamble and operative 
paragraphs - with the exclusion of subparagraph 7(2), which calls for increased international 
assistance to the Palestinian Arabs. Israel cannot and will not receive any committee 
seeking its mandate in an illegal resolution whose textual implementation means nothing but 
the elimination of its statehood•” (Document A/38/VR/14) 

You may rest assured, Mr. Director-General, that the Government of Israel looks forward 
to continuing and developing its fruitful collaboration with WHO, in the framework of WHO'S 
regular activities, for the benefit of the Arab Palestinian population. In this context, the 
Ministry of Health will present to the organization a review on health conditions in these 
areas. Furthermore, if you will find it necessary to further assess the requirements and 
needs in the field of health in Judea, Samaria and Gaza, the Government of Israel is willing 
to grant all facilities required for the visit of a team of WHO experts in the early fall of 
1986. On its part, the Ministry of Health fully concurs with the view of knowledgeable 
health experts, that such missions would be more effective and beneficial if they were spaced 
in more appropriate intervals. 

I remain at your disposal for setting the dates, duration, and scope of such a mission 
as well as other practical modalities. 

I avail myself of this opportunity, Mr. Director-General, to reiterate the expression of 
my highest consideration. 

signed： Ephraim Dowek 
Ambassador 
Permanent Representative 

Dr. Halfdan Mahler 
Director-General 
WHO 
4, rte des Morillons 
1211 Geneva 27 



Annex 

W O R L D H E A L T H O R G A N I Z A T I O N ORGANISATION MONDIALE DE LA SANTE 

The Minister of Health 
Government of Israel 
2, Ben Tabai Street 
P.O. Box 1176 
Jerusalem 91010 
Israel 

13 September 1985 

Sir, 

I have the honour to refer to resolution WHA38.15 adopted by the Thirty-eighth World 
Health Assembly on 16 May 1985, and more particularly to operative paragraph 8. 

I have the honour to request your Government to kindly grant all the facilities required 
to enable a visit to be carried out in the territories referred to in the above-mentioned 
resolution. Should your Government be in a position to accept such a visit, this could take 
place during the period March to April 1986. In order to discuss the terms and practical 
arrangements for the mission, a meeting could be arranged with representatives of your 
Government, at your convenience. 

In addition, any documentation 
concerned could be addressed to the 
Organization. 

related to the health situation in the territories 
Office of the Director-General of the World Health 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

signed； H. Mahler, M.D. 
Director-General 

The Minister for Foreign Affairs, Division of International Organizations, Government of 
Israel, Jerusalem 

_
 

The Permanent Representative of Israel to the United Nations Office and the 
International Organizations at Geneva, 1216 Cointrin 


