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This document contains the report of the Standing Committee 
on Nongovernmental Organizations on its review of "Applications 
of nongovernmental organizations for admission into official 
relations with WHO" (documents EB83/NGO/1 to 6)； and "Review of 
nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO" 
(document EB83/NG0/WP/1). The documents mentioned were made 
available to all members of the Executive Board. 

The Board is invited to take decisions on the 
recommendations made by its Standing Committee which are 
presented in section IV of this document. 

I. INTRODUCTION 

1. The Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations met on 16 January 1989. The 
following members participated: Dr G. Liebeswar, Ms A.-M. Moglia (alternate to 
Dr R. Pistorio), Dr J . C. Mohith, Mr K . G. Rahman, and Dr T . Shimao. Dr Y . Kawaguchi, 
Director, Office of Planning, Coordination and Cooperation, welcomed the members on 
behalf of the Director-General. Dr T. Shimao was elected Chairman. 

2. The Standing Committee considered first the applications from six nongovernmental 
organizations for admission into official relations with WHO. It then considered 
relations with the 58 which were up for review at the current session, as well as 
relations with the World Confederation for Physical Therapy, consideration of which had 
been deferred by the Board in January 1988 (decision EB81(17)). 

II. APPLICATIONS FROM NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS FOR ADMISSION INTO OFFICIAL 
RELATIONS WITH WHO 

3. The Standing Committee, in considering the applications from six nongovernmental 
organizations for admission into official relations with WHO, was guided by the 
Principles Governing Relations between WHO and Nongovernmental Organizations. The 
Committee had before it documentation submitted by the organizations, contained in 
documents EB83/NGO/1 to 6. 

4. The Committee noted that the applications had been carefully reviewed by the WHO 
Secretariat, particularly by the designated technical officers who were working with 
these nongovernmental organizations, and that care had been taken to ensure that the 
applications were in line with WHO's overall policies and with the objectives of the 
relevant WHO programmes. Additional information was supplied by the Secretariat when 
clarification was sought by the Standing Committee during its discussion. 
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5. The following paragraphs report on the recommendations made by the Standing 
Committee on the six applications. 

(a) World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts (document EB83/NGO/1) 

The Committee noted that health represented an important aspect of the activities of 
this organization. The World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts aimed at raising 
awareness among young people of their responsibility for the protection and improvement 
of their own health as well as at promoting service in the community. Its national 
associations were active in a variety of health activities relating to child care, 
nutrition, reproductive health, clean water and sanitation, and accident prevention, as 
well as tobacco, alcohol and drug abuse. The World Association had collaborated closely 
in the preparatory phases, and would participate, in the Technical Discussions on "The 
health of youth", to be held during the World Health Assembly in May 1989. Its work with 
the Adolescent Health programme and in general health promotion and education activities 
would increase in the future, and the Committee suggested that its cooperation be sought 
also with respect to the control of diarrhoeal diseases and leprosy. 

The Committee decided to recommend to the Board the admission of this 
organization into official relations with WHO. 

(b) Christoffel-Blindenmission (document EB83/NGO/2) 

This organization was essentially a country-oriented organization working in the 
field in partnership with a large number of national groups active in medical, training 
or rehabilitation projects in approximately 100 countries, mainly in Africa, Asia and 
Latin America. Its support to these projects was through funding and secondment of 
personnel to work alongside local health workers in planning and implementing projects. 
The Christoffel-Blindenmission was a member of the consultative group of nongovernmental 
organizations working with the WHO programme on Blindness and had attended the 
programme's advisory group. Its experience and expertise had been particularly valuable 
in support of the local production of low-cost spectacles and eyedrops, and promotion of 
cataract surgery. Increasingly this organization would cooperate in the use of 
ivermectin against onchocerciasis, training of health workers in eye care and 
community-based rehabilitation programmes. 

The Committee decided to recommend to the Board the admission of this 
organization into official relations with WHO. 

(c) Commonwealth Pharmaceutical Association (document EB83/NGO/3) 

National professional groups of pharmacists in Commonwealth countries formed the 
membership of this organization, the thrust of whose activities was at country level. 
The Association supported the goals defined by the Nairobi Conference of Experts on the 
Rational Use of Drugs and, in collaboration with WHO, carried out training activities 
directed to management of drug supplies, good manufacturing practices and quality 
assurance, and medicinal product registration. The Association also worked closely with 
WHO on the role of the pharmacist in primary health care. 

The Committee decided to recommend to the Board the admission of this 
organization into official relations with WHO. 

(d) Industry Council for Development (document EB83/NGO/4) 

The major aim of this organization was to provide a noncommercial development 
service to countries on request. It had had considerable experience in agricultural 
development and food production and in recent years had contributed its technical and 
managerial expertise to collaboration with WHO's Food Safety programme at global and 
national levels. At international level, the Industry Council for Development had worked 
with WHO on health surveillance of food handling personnel, as well as on health 



education in food safety, and on food-borne listeriosis. A project to combat food-borne 
diseases had commenced in cooperation with the Dominican Republic and WHO, and a similar 
project in Pakistan was in the final planning stages. While appreciating that a 
promising start had been made in the important direction of government/industry/consumer 
partnership to ensure food safety, the Committee recommended that the application be 
considered again in one year's time when the collaboration would undoubtedly have 
expanded and broadened. 

The Committee decided to recommend to the Board that its decision on admitting 
the Industry Council for Development into official relations be deferred until 
its eighty-fifth session in January 1990, and that in the meantime working 
relations should continued. 

(e) World Vision International (document EB83/NGO/5) 

This country-oriented organization had been conducting an integrated health 
development programme in cooperation with countries in Africa, Asia and Latin America for 
many years. Its activities were related to many elements of primary health care, 
particularly maternal arid child health care, immunization, nutrition, diarrhoeal diseases 
control, AIDS and general health education and promotion. The organization collaborated 
with WHO in health systems support for primary health care, particularly related to the 
role of hospitals at the first referral level. Close contacts were maintained with WHO 
in respect to immunization, and particularly training of field staff of World Vision 
International for large-scale immunization programmes. Other areas for collaboration 
were currently under discussion. 

The Committee decided to recommend to the Board the admission of this 
organization into official relations with WHO. 

(f) International Society for Biomedical Research on Alcoholism (document EB83/NGO/6) 

The Committee noted that this was a prestigious organization which coordinated 
scientific research in the biological aspects of alcohol dependence. It had collaborated 
with WHO for several years and work was now in progress on a project to develop and test 
biological markers that determine alcohol use as well as predisposition to alcoholism. 
The Society's work was in an area of considerable importance to the WHO programme on the 
prevention and control of alcohol and drug abuse and complemented the work already under 
way with a number of nongovernmental organizations on the social aspects of alcoholism. 

The Committee decided to recommend to the Board the admission of this 
organization into official relations with WHO. 

III. REVIEW OF NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS IN OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO 
(EB83/NGO/WP/1) 

6. The Standing Committee considered document EB83/NGO/WP/1 which contained summaries 
and the results of collaboration over the past three years with the 58 nongovernmental 
organizations under review. 

7. Since 1978 the Board had each year reviewed collaboration with one-third of the 
nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO. A t present, there were 
158 of these organizations in official relations, working with most WHO programmes. The 
usefulness of this review as a monitoring and evaluation process ensuring the fullest and 
most efficient involvement of nongovernmental organizations in the work of WHO was noted. 

8. To facilitate an orderly review, the 58 organizations had been listed according to 
the WHO classified list of programmes as follows: general programme development, health 
system development, organization of health systems based on primary health care, health 
manpower, public information and education for health, research promotion and 



development, nutrition, oral health, accident prevention, maternal and child health 
including family planning, human reproduction research, workers' health and health of the 
elderly. 

9. The majority of the organizations under review were engaged in health promotion as 
part of their daily work. They worked alongside governments and WHO, for example, in 
local communities, in schools or in the workplace, and emphasized in their work how to 
improve health and prevent illness. Many had strong national member societies, which 
could be mobilized further to strengthen the dialogue and cooperation between the 
community of nongovernmental organizations and government authorities in health 
development. These organizations interacted with WHO programmes individually, on the 
basis of an agreed plan of work, and also collectively in groups under the umbrella of 
WHO programmes relating to primary health care, health of the elderly, accident 
prevention, blindness, and prevention and control of alcohol and drug abuse. Several of 
these nongovernmental organizations supported the training of health workers, and other 
scientific/research-oriented nongovernmental organizations constituted a reservoir of 
knowledge vital to WHO's work. 

10. The Committee expressed its appreciation for the continuing contribution to the work 
of WHO of the group of nongovernmental organizations currently under review. While the 
partnerships were for the most part continuing satisfactorily, in specific cases certain 
recommendations were made, as follows: 

11. The International College of Surgeons and the International Federation of Surgical 
Colleges had been the subject of a request for background information from the Executive 
Board during its review in January 1988. The Standing Committee, having considered the 
collaboration reported in EB83/NGO/WP/1 and the supplementary information presented 
during its discussion, recommended to the Board that official relations be maintained 
with both these organizations, which effectively contributed their expertise and 
experience to the work of WHO in different, but complementary ways. 

12. With respect to the International Organization of Consumers
r

 Unions (IOCU), the 
Committee noted that some difficulties, particularly of a procedural nature, had been 
experienced. While recognizing the importance of the work being carried out by IOCU, the 
Committee suggested that the Director-General should bring to the attention of the 
organization the need for the style of its action in all collaborative activities with 
WHO to be in line with the Principles Governing Relations between WHO and Nongovernmental 
Organizations. 

13• World Federation of United Nations Associations 

International Union of School and University Health and Medicine 

International Centre of Social Gerontology 

The Committee noted that collaboration had recently been limited with these 
organizations and recommended that special efforts should be made to revitalize interest 
and activities so that the potential of collaboration might be realized. In the meantime 
official relations should be maintained and the situation should be assessed again at the 
next review of relations with these organizations in 1992. 

On the basis of the assessment made by the Secretariat on each of the 
58 nongovernmental organizations listed in document EB83/NGO/WP/1. the 
Committee decided to recommend to the Board that official relations be 
maintained with the 58 organizations reviewed, with the comments set out in 
paragraphs 11. 12 and 13 above. 

14. World Confederation for Physical Therapy (WCPT) 

The review of relations with the World Confederation for Physical Therapy was 
deferred by the Executive Board in January 1988 (decision EB81(17)), "in order to enable 
the Secretariat to ascertain the facts concerning the policy of the World Confederation's 
member organization in South Africa, and to allow the World Confederation itself to take 



any action that might be necessary". The Committee carefully considered the information 
which had been provided to the Secretariat in this connection. While recommending that 
relations be maintained with the World Confederation in the light of the evidence so far 
obtained concerning the policy of the World Confederation's member organization in 
South Africa, the Committee noted that reservations concerning the genuineness of that 
policy were still being expressed by an institution set up to combat apartheid. The 
Committee therefore proposed that progress in implementing the member organization's 
policy should be one of the points considered by the Board at its next review of 
relations with the World Confederation in January 1991, and that, in the meantime, the 
Director-General should invite the World Confederation and the anti-apartheid institution 
to seek a solution together. 

IV. PROPOSED RESOLUTION AND DECISIONS 

The Standing Committee decided to recommend to the Board that it consider the 
following: 

Draft resolution 

Relations with nongovernmental organizations 

The Executive Board, 

Having examined the report of the Standing Committee； 

DECIDES to establish official relations with the following nongovernmental 
organizations : 

World Association of Girl Guides and Girl Scouts； 
Christoffel-Blindenmission; 
Commonwealth Pharmaceutical Association; 
World Vision International； 

International Society for Biomedical Research on Alcoholism. 

Draft decisions 

1• Application of a nongovernmental organization for admission into official relations 
with WHO 

The Board decided to defer its decision on admission of the Industry Council for 
Development into official relations with WHO until its eighty-fifth session in 
January 1990, and in the meantime requested that working relations should continue to be 
strengthened and broadened. 

2• Review of nongovernmental organizations in official relations with WHO 

The Executive Board, having considered the report of its Standing Committee on 
Nongovernmental Organizations, decided to maintain official relations with the 
58 nongovernmental organizations reviewed at the current session, and expressed its 
appreciation for their valuable contribution to the work of WHO. With regard to the 
World Federation of United Nations Associations, the International Union of School and 
University Health Medicine, and the International Centre of Social Gerontology, the Board 
requested that special efforts be made to stimulate future collaboration which had been 
limited in recent years. With regard to the International Organization of Consumers' 
Unions, the Board requested that in view of certain difficulties of a procedural nature 
experienced with this organization, the Director-General should bring to the 
organization's attention the need for the style of its action in all collaborative 
activities with WHO to be in line with the Principles Governing Relations between 
Nongovernmental Organizations and WHO. 



3• Review of relations with the World Confederation for Physical Therapy 

While deciding to maintain relations with the World Confederation for Physical 
Therapy in the light of the evidence so far obtained concerning the policy of the World 
Confederation's member organization in South Africa, the Board noted that reservations 
concerning the genuineness of that policy were still being expressed by an institution 
set up to combat apartheid. Progress in implementing the member organization's policy 
should therefore by one of the points considered by the Board at its next review of 
relations with the World Confederation in January 1991. In the meantime, the 
Director-General should invite the World Confederation and the anti-apartheid institution 
to seek a solution together. 


