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This report informs the Board of selected matters involving 
collaboration within the United Nations system during 1988. As 
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collaboration within the United Nations system will be made to the 
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I. OBSERVATION OF THE FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF WHO 

1. The forty-third session of the General Assembly of the United Nations devoted part 
of its thirty-eighth plenary meeting on 27 October 1988 to the observance of the fortieth 
anniversary of WHO in accordance with resolution 42/168 adopted in 1987. The broad 
aspects of WHO's work in promoting better health for all were highlighted arid honoured by 
a large number of speakers from most regions of the world. The occasion was also used 
for a discussion by the General Assembly of the Global Programme on the Prevention and 
Control of AIDS (see chapter II below). 

2. The Director-General of WHO addressed the special commemorative session. He pointed 
out that WHO was a powerful and constructive network of protection against disease, 
suffering and death, the Organization being empowered to define standards and norms and 
to act as the directing and coordinating authority on international health work in close 
cooperation with its Member States. He outlined the many achievements of the 
Organization and its targets for the future such as an intensified anti-tobacco programme 
and the eradication of poliomyelitis before the year 2000. The biggest challenge 
remaining was to lessen the gap between the "haves" and "have-nots", to ensure social 
equity and availability of appropriate health services and technology, which were 
fundamental to the well-being of all people. 

3. The Vice-President acting on behalf of the President of the General Assembly said 
that WHO had many outstanding achievements to its credit. One of the foremost was the 
conquest of smallpox in 1977. The savings to the countries of the world had been more 
than US$ 1000 million each year. The savings in terms of human suffering 
and misery could never be calculated. Equally important was WHO's initiative in 
conceptualizing and disseminating the primary health care approach, which was leading to 
a virtual health revolution applicable to both developed and developing countries and 
emphasizing individual and community responsibility. The President congratulated WHO for 
its good work and expressed the hope that it would continue to face with determination 
the future challenges confronting mankind in the field of health and disease. 

4. The Secretary-General of the United Nations noted that since its establishment 
40 years ago the World Health Organization had made an outstanding contribution to human 
welfare. He also referred to WHO'S laudable achievements and extended his 
congratulations to WHO through its Director-General. He noted further that WHO'S 
impressive record was a cause for hope that, eventually, a way would be found to deal 
effectively with the deadly disease of AIDS. 

II. INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION IN THE PREVENTION AND CONTROL OF AIDS 

5. The General Assembly of the United Nations in commemorating the fortieth anniversary 
of WHO was called upon by its Secretary-General to reaffirm its commitment to join in the 
worldwide struggle against AIDS and to pledge determination to solve the problem posed by 
the AIDS pandemic. The Director-General of WHO briefed the General Assembly on the 
global AIDS problem. He gave recent information on the number of cases worldwide, the 
anticipated development and the strategies being pursued within WHO's Global Programme on 
AIDS as contained in his report submitted through the Economic and Social Council in 
July 1988 to the General Assembly (document A/43/341). 

6. Representatives of a number of States, including the Secretary of State for Health 
of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and the Surgeon General of 
the United States of America, commended WHO's work and expressed concern for the 
potentially devastating effects the disease could have on countries‘ development plans 
and programmes, the dangers inherent in stigmatizing people infected with human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV) or who had AIDS and the potential discrimination against 
them. Several speakers outlined their national programmes to combat this scourge. 



7. The General Assembly adopted resolution 43/15 entitled "Prevention and control of 
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS)", which recalls inter alia resolution WHA41.24 
on the avoidance of discrimination in relation to HIV-infected people and people with 
AIDS, stresses the importance of the appropriate observance of World AIDS Day on 
1 December 1988, reaffirms the essential role of WHO's global direction and coordination 
of AIDS prevention, control, research and education, commends those governments which 
have established national programmes in line with the global strategy and urges others to 
take similar action. Resolution 43/15 also requests the Secretary-General to ensure a 
coordinated response by the United Nations system to the AIDS pandemic and urges all 
appropriate organizations to continue to support the worldwide struggle against AIDS. 

8. WHO'S collaboration with other organizations of the United Nations system is 
accelerating as they analyse the effect of HIV on their programmes and develop their 
plans of action. An Inter-Agency Advisory Group (IAAG) was established under the 
chairmanship of WHO for inter-agency cooperation and coordination and first met in 
September 1988. The United Nations Steering Committee which groups its subsidiary organs 
under the chairmanship of the Under Secretary-General for International, Economic and 
Social Affairs provides a coordinated input to the work of IAAG. IAAG recommended that 
all United Nations bodies should establish a focal point for AIDS and the necessary 
internal coordination mechanism for information exchange. WHO has offered to provide 
technical support and funds to enable United Nations bodies to commence certain 
AIDS-related activities with minimal delay. At the request of IAAG, resolution WHA41.24 
has been distributed to all members for a review of its implications for each agency's 
particular area of competence, and for consideration of its endorsement. 

9. The following specific activities are currently in progress : 

(a) The WHO/UNDP Alliance to Combat AIDS signed in March 1988 and reported to the Health 
Assembly in May 1988 is providing the framework for UNDP resident representatives to 
collaborate in the Global Programme on AIDS to implement, monitor and evaluate national 
programme support activities. The Alliance will ensure coordinated support for such 
national plans by all partners, including the United Nations system. 

(b) Following the joint UNESCO/WHO meeting of educational specialists held in Paris 
(29 June to 1 July 1987), UNESCO is encouraging AIDS education in schools and developing 
materials which can be integrated into existing formal (school) and informal educational 
programmes. To accelerate the process joint briefing meetings were held with UNESCO 
field staff and UNESCO-affiliated nongovernmental organizations in Geneva 
(14-21 April 1988). A workshop on school health education to prevent AIDS and other 
sexually transmitted diseases was held in Ghent (26-30 September 1988) with the support 
of the Belgian Government to review guidelines on curriculum development prepared by the 
Global Programme on AIDS in consultation with other WHO programmes. The guidelines are 
intended for policy-makers, and the curricula are designed for use in the development, 
implementation and evaluation of school-based education, on AIDS and sexually transmitted 
diseases. 

(c) WHO and UNICEF have issued a "Joint statement on immunization and AIDS" and 
up-to-date information to field staff concerning the sterilization of syringes and 
needles. The statement reiterates that all injections should be given with a sterile 
syringe and a sterile needle. UNICEF participated in the consultation on HIV and routine 
childhood immunization, the consultation on breast-feeding, breast milk and HIV 
infection, in national donor meetings and other AIDS meetings, and is increasing its 
activities in support of national AIDS programmes. Cooperation with UNICEF was 
highlighted when WHO activities at the country level were presented before the Executive 
Board of UNICEF on 22 April 1988 and UNICEF's Regional Directors in New York on 
3 May 1988. 

(d) WHO is collaborating with the United Nations Office in Vienna (UNOV) to develop 
links between WHO and a number of programmes including those of the United Nations 



Division of Narcotic Drugs, International Narcotics Board, the UNFDAC, the Division of 
Social Development, and the Branch for the Advancement of Women of the Centre for Social 
Development and Humanitarian Affairs. 

(e) UNFPA is collaborating with WHO in assessing and developing the role of family 
planning and maternal and child health programmes in AIDS prevention and control 
activities. This cooperation has been strengthened through the appointment of an officer 
for liaison between UNFPA and WHO. A representative of WHO addressed a meeting of the 
national representatives of UNFPA in New York on 12 April 1988. UNFPA participated in 
the consultation on contraceptive methods and HIV infection and the consultation on 
breast-feeding, breast milk and HIV infection. 

(f) The World Bank is collaborating in studies on the economic impact of AIDS in 
developing countries and on the demographic impact of AIDS. A model for estimating the 
direct treatment-related costs and the indirect costs from the years of social and 
economic productivity lost due to HIV infections and AIDS is in the initial phase of 
development in three central African countries (Uganda, United Republic of Tanzania and 
Zaire). The initiative of the Director-General of WHO, aimed at a closer association of 
the World Bank with the global AIDS strategy, has been welcomed by the President of the 
World Bank, and discussions are continuing. The World Bank is an active partner in 
medium-term plans for national AIDS prevention and control programmes. 

(g) The International Labour Conference adopted a resolution on AIDS at its 
seventy-fourth (Maritime) session, held in Geneva in September 1987 : the Governing Body 
of ILP is requested to consider, in close collaboration with WHO, undertaking a study on 
the health problems of seafarers. In collaboration with ILO, WHO held a consultation on 
AIDS and the workplace from 27 to 29 June 1988. The "consensus statement" from the 
meeting, which sets out recommendations for policies regarding HIV-infected workers, has 
been widely distributed to governments, unions and employers. A joint WHO/ILO brochure 
on AIDS and the workplace will be released shortly. WHO/ILO cooperation was reported to 
the 241st session of the ILO Governing Body (14-18 November 1988), which welcomed these 
activities. 

(h) WHO is collaborating with the FAQ in the development and support of a study to 
assess the need for changes in agricultural policy in areas with a severe HIV/AIDS 
problem. FAO considers projections of demographic changes due to AIDS to be important in 
the formulation of future agricultural policies. 

(i) A WHO brochure on AIDS information for travellers was released at the General 
Conference of the World Tourism Organization (WTO) on 27 September 1987. WTO has 
endorsed the brochure and has involved travel agents, airlines and tourism organizations 
in its reproduction and distribution. Official translations exist in English, French and 
Spanish. 

(j) The Commission on Human Rights. Sub-Commission on Prevention of Discrimination and 
Protection of Minorities considered at its fortieth session (8 August to 
2 September 1988) the information provided by WHO, the International Commission of 
Jurists and members of the Sub-Commission itself on the problem of discrimination against 
persons with HIV or persons with AIDS. The Sub-Commission decided that the information 
at hand and the relevant resolutions of the United Nations General Assembly and the World 
Health Assembly justified consideration whether the Sub-Commission should study the 
problem; and it appointed one of its members to prepare, for submission to the 
Sub-Commission at its forty-first session in 1989, a note setting forth methods by which 
a study could be made. WHO is collaborating in this activity. 

III. COLLABORATION WITH SPECIFIC UNITED NATIONS BODIES AND ORGANIZATIONS OF THE UNITED 
NATIONS SYSTEM 

A. Operational activities for development 

10. At the eighty-first session of the Executive Board, in January 1988, the 
Director-General reported the conclusions of the forty-second session of the United 



Nations General Assembly on operational activities for development and the adoption of 
resolution 42/196. The forty-third session of the General Assembly further discussed the 
subject with a view to implementing the main recommendations contained in the 
aforementioned resolution, and adopted resolution 43/199. The resolution reaffirmed the 
primary responsibility of recipient governments for coordinating development assistance 
at country level and also stressed the need for improved functioning of coordination of 
the United Nations system at that level. It further urged all relevant organs and bodies 
of the United Nations system to cooperate fully with the Director-General for Development 
and International Economic Cooperation in the implementation of General Assembly 
resolutions 41/171 and 42/196, and to provide all the information requested in these 
resolutions, and invited Member States and the relevant organs and organizations of the 
United Nations system to address the issue of operational activities for development in 
their governing bodies, with a view to arriving at a coordinated and system-wide approach 
on this issue. 

B. Environment 

11. Environment was another subject discussed at length at the forty-third session of 
the General Assembly. At the conclusion of the discussions of the relevant committees, 
resolutions were adopted on the following: the conservation of climate as part of the 
common heritage of mankind (43/53)； a United Nations conference on environment and 
development (43/196)； and the responsibility of States for the protection of the 
environment and prevention of environmental pollution as a result of the accumulation of 
toxic and radioactive wastes, and strengthening of international cooperation for the 
purpose of resolving the problem (43/212). 

12. By resolution 43/53, on the question of climate, the General Assembly recognized 
that climate change is a common concern of mankind, since climate is an essential 
condition which sustains life on earth, and determined that urgent action must be taken 
to deal with the problem of climate change within a global framework. It called upon 
organizations and programmes of the United Nations system (including WHO) to support the 
work of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change set up by the World Meteorological 
Organization and the United Nations Environment Programme to carry out internationally 
coordinated scientific assessments of the magnitude, timing and potential impact of 
climate change. 

13. In resolution 43/212 the General Assembly expressed its concern about the increase 
of the illegal international traffic in - and the dumping and resulting accumulation of -
toxic and dangerous products and wastes in contravention of existing national legislation 
and relevant international legal instruments, adversely affecting many countries 
(particularly developing countries), as well as international waters, and called upon the 
international community (in particular developed countries) to strengthen scientific and 
technical cooperation with the developing countries and to provide appropriate assistance 
to them in their efforts to eliminate the adverse consequences of toxic and dangerous 
products and wastes for human health and the environment. 

14. By resolution 43/196, on the long-term strategy for sustainable and environmentally 
sound development, the General Assembly decided to consider at its forty-fourth session 
the question of convening a United Nations conference on environment and development no 
later than 1992. One of the major objectives of the proposed conference is a review of 
trends in policies and actions taken by all countries and international organizations 
with a view to ensuring their incorporation in economic and social policies and planning. 

С• Preparations for an international development strategy for the fourth United Nations 
development decade 

15. The General Assembly considered the proposal of launching an international 
development strategy for the fourth United Nations development decade, and adopted 
resolution 43/182 on this subject. By this resolution the General Assembly decided to 
establish an ad hoc committee of the whole for the preparation of the new international 
development strategy, and requested the ad hoc committee to submit a progress report to 



the General Assembly at its forty-fourth session for its consideration, with a view to 
finalizing the strategy in time for adoption in 1990； it also invited the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and Development, the regional commissions and other organizations and 
specialized agencies of the United Nations system to include in their agenda during 1989 
items regarding their contribution to the preparation of the international development 
strategy. 

D. International campaign against drug abuse and illicit traffic in narcotic drugs 

16. The General Assembly adopted three resolutions on this subject (43/120, 43/121 and 
43/122). Resolution 43/122 called upon United Nations drug control bodies, specialized 
agencies and other intergovernmental organizations to "give particular emphasis to 
activities identified in the annex to Economic and Social Council resolution 1988/9 of 
25 May 1988" in developing activities to implement the guiding principles of the 
Declaration of the International Conference on Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking and the 
targets of the Comprehensive Multidisciplinary Outline of Future Activities in Drug Abuse 
Control. 

E. The question of Palestine 

17. The General Assembly discussed the question of Palestine both in New York and at its 
session held in Geneva (12-14 December 1988). A number of resolutions were adopted; 
amongst those noteworthy for the Executive Board were 43/176 and 43/177. By resolution 
43/177 the General Assembly decided that "effective as of 15 December 1988, the 
designation ‘Palestine‘ should be used in place of the designation ‘Palestine Liberation 
Organization' in the United Nations system, without prejudice to the observer status and 
functions of the Palestine Liberation Organization within the United Nations system, in 
conformity with relevant United Nations resolutions and practice". The Secretary-General 
has been requested to take necessary action to implement that resolution. 

18. In resolution 43/176 the General Assembly called for the "convening of the 
International Peace Conference on the Middle East, under the auspices of the United 
Nations, with the participation of all parties to the conflict, including the Palestine 
Liberation Organization, on an equal footing, and the five permanenc members of the 
Security Council, based on Security Council resolutions 242 (1967) of 22 November 1967 
and 338 (1973) of 22 October 1973 and the legitimate national rights of the Palestinian 
people, primarily the right to self-determination". 

F. Revitalization of the United Nations Economic arid Social Council 

19. By its decision 1987/112 the United Nations Economic and Social Council established 
the Special Commission to carry out an In-depth Study of the United Nations 
Intergovernmental Structure and Functions in the Economic and Social Fields and the 
Secretariat Support Structures, as called for by General Assembly resolution 41/213. The 
main purpose of the in-depth study was "to identify measures to rationalize and simplify 
the intergovernmental structure, avoid duplication and consider consolidating and 
coordinating overlapping activities and merging existing bodies in order to improve their 
work and make their structure more responsive to present needs". The Special Commission 
held protracted debates over several months in 1987 and 1988, but was unable to reach 
agreement on the reform of the intergovernmental machinery. The debate therefore 
continued during the second regular session of the Council in July 1988. It focused on 
the "revitalization" of its work, while difficult political issues concerning membership 
and the division of work between the Council and the General Assembly were referred back 
to the Assembly. It is important for the Executive Board to note that the Council 
adopted resolution 1988/77 entitled "Revitalization of the Economic and Social Council" 
on 29 July 1988, which is of some significance to the specialized agencies of the United 
Nations system. The following operative paragraphs of the resolution are therefore drawn 
to the Board's attention: 



Section I. Policy formulation (a) (iv) 

a. The executive heads of the specialized agencies or their senior representatives 
should participate actively in the deliberations of the Council； 

b. The specialized agencies should be invited to resume submission of analytical 
summaries of their annual reports for the consideration of the Economic and Social 
Council. 

Section II. Monitoring functions (b) 

(ii) The Council shall obtain information from the specialized agencies on the 
steps taken by them to give effect to the recommendations of the General Assembly 
and the Economic and Social Council on economic, social and related matters that 
fall within their respective mandates and areas of competence； such information is 
to be included in the analytical summaries referred to in subparagraph (a) (iv) b. 
above； 

Section III. Operational activities (d) 

(i) The Council, within its co-ordination functions, shall define, as and when 
necessary, overall priorities and specific activities for the organizations of the 
United Nations system, within their respective mandates, so that the operational 
activities for development of the United Nations system are carried out in a 
coherent and effective manner. 

(iv) The Council shall monitor the follow-up to its recommendations； organizations 
of the system should report to the Council on progress made in the implementation of 
those recommendations. 

Section IV. Working methods and organization of work (f) 

(iii) The Secretariat shall prepare for the Council on the basis of reports 
submitted by the relevant organizations and bodies of the United Nations system, 
issue-oriented consolidated reports on economic, social and related issues it 
considers under the consolidated agenda items； 

By its decision 43/432 the General Assembly endorsed the Council's resolution 1988/77. 

20. The Director-General requests members of the Board to note that WHO's obligations 
relevant to the above paragraphs are set out in Article IV of the Agreement with the 
United Nations which gave WHO the status of specialized agency. 


