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REPORTS OF THE REGIONAL DIRECTORS ON SIGNIFICANT 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENTS, INCLUDING REGIONAL COMMITTEE MATTERS 

Report by the Special Representative of the Director-General 
for the Western Pacific 

The Director-General has the honour to present to the Executive Board a report by 
his Special Rep re s entative for the Western Pacific which highlights significant 
developments in the Region, including matters arising from discussions at the 
thirty-ninth session of the Regional Committee. Should members of the Board wish to see 
the full report of the Regional Committee, it is available in the Executive Board room. 



REPORT BY THE SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
FOR THE WESTERN PACIFIC ON SIGNIFICANT REGIONAL DEVELOPMENTS, 

INCLUDING REGIONAL COMMITTEE MATTERS 

1. The thirty-ninth session of the Regional Committee was held in Manila from 12 to 
16 September 1988. Attendance at the session was unusually high, with 94 representatives 
of 24 Member States, of whom 11 were ministers of health; two observers； 
two representatives of United Nations and related organizations； two representatives of 
intergovernmental organizations and 20 representatives of nongovernmental organizations 
in official relations with WHO. 

2. The Committee went into private session to consider the nominations for the post of 
Regional Director. It elected for nomination Dr Sang Tae Han (Republic of Korea). His 
appointment for a period of five years from 1 February 1989 will be proposed to the 
Executive Board. 

3. The principal items under discussion by the Committee included the review of budget 
performance in 1986-1987 and the proposed programme budget for 1990-1991. Highlights of 
the discussions are presented in the separate sections below. 

4. During the review of the Report of the Regional Director covering the period 
July 1987 to June 1988. representatives addressed themselves to the introduction, 
commending the report in general and mentioning aspects of the health situation in their 
own countries. The Committee noted the need for international cooperation with small 
island countries in dealing with proposals from commercial companies that they 
accommodate toxic substances and hazardous wastes. The Committee expressed concern about 
the problem of WHO fellows not returning to their countries upon completion of their 
studies. Reference was made to programmes of immunization against hepatitis B, and both 
satisfaction and dissatisfaction were expressed regarding the scheme whereby hepatitis В 
surface antigen-positive plasma was collected, processed in Japan into hepatitis В 
vaccine and returned to the country of origin. In this connection, since the collection 
of plasma was proving more complicated than at first expected, it was suggested that the 
high-titre plasma being disposed of in large quantities by blood banks around the world 
could be used, instead, for the production of vaccines. The Committee called for more 
cross-sector collaboration between the health sector and the economic, financial and 
industrial fields and the transfer of technology, without which it was unlikely that the 
health-for-all goal would be achieved. The view was expressed that an internal review of 
the management of WHO's resources was insufficient. The importance of health situation 
and trend assessment, the managerial process for national health development and the 
value of the health management development network in the South Pacific was mentioned. 

5. The Committee adopted a total of 21 resolutions. Those of global importance are 
summarized in the following paragraphs. 

6. Prior to its review of the annual report on AIDS. the Committee's attention was 
drawn to resolution WHA41.24 on the subject of avoiding discrimination in relation to 
HIV-infected people and people with AIDS. A number of representatives addressed 
themselves to the report describing the situation in their countries and the action being 
taken. Concern was expressed that the number of reported cases of AIDS and HIV infection 
continues to increase in the Western Pacific Region. Although the Committee expressed 
its satisfaction on the establishment of a regional programme, it also stressed that now 
was the time to develop and implement national AIDS prevention and control programmes, 
while the prevalence of HIV infection was low. Member States who had not yet already 
done so were urged to give priority to the formulation and implementation of short-term 
or medium-term prevention and control plans； to develop national HIV surveillance 
capabilities； to ensure the safety of blood and blood products for transfusion and to 
share epidemiological information with each other and WHO. 



7. The Chairman of the Sub-Committee on Programmes and Technical Cooperation presented 
the Sub-Committee‘s report. Referring to Part I which covered its visit to American 
Samoa, Japan and Samoa to rèview and analyse WHO's collaboration in the fields of health 
information systems and health informatics. he drew attention to the growing concern over 
inadequate health information, which coincided with the rapid development of health 
informatics technology. During the review of the report, the Committee was reminded of 
the need for reliable data prior to computerization. The importaricè of having a national 
policy for developing an appropriate yet affordable computerized system was stressed, as 
well as the need to develop managerial competence. The Sub-Committee noted that the 
practice of using only half its members for country visits had proved satisfactory. 
Later in the session, the Committee reduced the membership of the Sub-Committee to 
eight. It was agreed that in 1989 four members should make the country visit to China 
and the Philippines to review and analyse the impact of WHO's cooperation in relation to 
the Expanded Programme on Immunization. 

8. The Committee reviewed the report of the Sub-Committee on Programmes and Technical 
Cooperation, Part II, which covered the second monitoring of implementation of national 
strategies for health for all. The Sub-Committee was commended for its role in reviewing 
the reports, of which 24 (70%) had been received to date. It noted that, while progress 
was encouraging, much remained to be accomplished. 

9. In reviewing the report on the reorientation of health personnel the Committee 
commended the report for its quality and endorsed its substance. The importance of the 
reorientation of health personnel was strongly emphasized. Concern was expressed over 
the problem of the retention of health personnel who had gone abroad for training, as 
well as existing imbalances in the numbers, categories, functions, quality and 
distribution of human resources for health and actual needs for such resources. 

10. The report on national maternal and child health policies and strategies emphasized 
the problems of maternal mortality, perinatal mortality and child nutrition, and stressed 
the importance of promoting breast- feeding. The Committee adopted resolution 
WPR/RC39.RIO urging Member States inter alia to allocate funds for adequate coverage of 
maternal health care for the prevention of maternal, perinatal and neonatal mortality； 
to increase the availability of trained personnel to attend women before, during and 
after child-birth and to set up mechanisms involving the health and health-related 
sectors and women's organizations for developing and coordinating support for maternal 
and neonatal health care. 

11. The Committee reviewed the report on vaccine development and control of communicable 
diseases by immunization and adopted resolution WPR/RC39.Rll urging Member States to 
consider including immunization against hepatitis В and Japanese encephalitis in the i r 
expanded programmes on immunization if their local situation warranted it; to endeavour 
to attain self-sufficiency in hepatitis В vaccine production or, if this was not possible 
and another lower-cost vaccine was not readily available, to participate in the regional 
plasma collection scheme. 

12. The Committee observed that adolescent health was to be a new programme in the 
Eighth General Programme of Work, and stressed both the importance of health problems 
related to adolescence and the need for more data on the subject. Emphasis was placed on 
the involvement of young people in health activities. In the resolution adopted 
(resolution WPR/RC39.R12), the Committee urged Member States inter alia to designate a 
focal point in the ministry of health to coordinate such activities. 

13. During its review of the report on the prevention of mental. neurological and 
psychosocial disorders the Committee noted that an increasingly high proportion of health 
resources was being consumed in this area, owing to rapid social changes. The Committee 
adopted resolution WPR/RC39.R13 urging Member States to carry out training activities for 
the implementation of national mental health programmes and to accord increased attention 
to the magnitude of mental, neurological and psychosocial problems such as suicide, 
alcohol and drug abuse and mental handicap. 



14. The Committee considered resolutions WHA41.16 on "Rational use of drugs", WHA41.17 
on "Ethical criteria for medicinal drug promotion", WHA41.18 on "WHO Certification Scheme 
on the Quality of Pharmaceutical Products Moving in International Commerce", and WHA41.19 
on "Traditional medicine and medicinal plants". In connection with these, the 
representative of the Philippines referred to the Philippine Generics Act 1988, which had 
been signed by the President just two days earlier. Several representatives stressed the 
relevance of t;his experience for other countries, as a result of which the Committee 
adopted resolution WPR/RC39.R14 urging Member States to cooperate with each other in the 
development and implementation of national policies related to the effective and safe use 
of pharmaceuticals. 

15. During the discussions on resolution WHA41.28 on "Global eradication of 
poliomyelitis by the year 2000", on the initiative of Japan, the Committee adopted 
resolution WPR/RC39.R15 on the eradication of poliomyelitis in the Western Pacific Region 
by the year 1995. 

16. The Committee selected "Tobacco or health" as the topic of the Technical Discussions 
in 1989. 

17. The Government of Tonga was selected to nominate a representative to serve on the 
Policy and Coordination Committee of the Special Programme of Research, Development and 
Research Training in Human Reproduction for the period 1 January 1989 to 
31 December 1991, and the Government of China was selected to send a representative to 
meetings of the Joint Coordinating Board of the Special Programme for Research and 
Training in Tropical Diseases for a period of three years from 1 January 1989 to 
31 December 1991. 

18. In reviewing the proposed programme budget for 1990-1991. the Regional Committee 
noted th孕t it conformed both to the guidelines given in the regional programme budget 
policy and to the regional priorities accorded by the Regional Committee to programmes 
under the Eighth General Programme of Work. The proposed programme budget reflected 
WHO'S continuing support for national strategies for health for all. Thus it continued 
to give priority to the strengthening and reorientation of health system infrastructures, 
the continuing improvement of the managerial process for national health development, the 
strengthening and reorientation of policies and programmes for the development of human 
resources for health amd the application of cost-effective and appropriate technology for 
the control of major communicable diseases. 

19. The major part of the regular budget resources had been allocated largely to the 
programmes for disease prevention and control (16.45%), development of human resources 
for health (15.53%), health system development (11.44%) and organization of health 
systems based on primary health care (10.30%). 

20. The proposed regional programme budget for 1990-1991 amounted to US$ 58 103 300, 
representing a net increase of US$ 4 866 300, or 9.14%, over the 1988-1989 programme 
budget (as revised in May 1988). Of the proposed budget, 57.49% had been allocated for 
country activities and 42.51% for regional and intercountry activities. 

21. In the course of the general discussion that followed the presentation of the 
1990-1991 proposed programme budget, a number of representatives expressed appreciation 
of the proposed programme budget, and the clarity with which it had been laid out. 

22. The Committee also welcomed the possibility of allocating part of the provisions of 
the Regional Director's Development Programme, approximately up to one-third, to 
accommodate the Committee‘s comments and suggestions for adjustment of allocations to 
.certain programmes. Three programmes were subsequently identified for a possible 
increase in allocations. 


