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1. Name of the international nongovernmental organization 
(hereinafter referred to as "the organization") 

WORLD ASSEMBLY OF YOUTH (WAY) 
ASSEMBLEE MONDIALE DE LA JEUNESSE 

2. Address of headquarters and name of person to whom correspondence should be addressed 

Shiv Khare 
Secretary General 
Ved Bellahoj 4 
2700 Bronshoj Copenhagen 
Denmark 

3. General objectives 

As stated in the WAY Charter, WAY shall seek to: 

- I n c r e a s e inter-racial respect and to foster international understanding and 
cooperation. 

-Facilitate the collection of information about the needs and the problems of youth. 

-Disseminate information about the methods, techniques and activities of youth 
organizations. 

- P r o m o t e the interchange of ideas between youth of all countries. 

- A s s i s t in the development of youth activities and to promote, by mutual aid, the 
extension of the work of the voluntary youth organizations. 

-Cooperate in the development of national consultative committees of voluntary youth 
organizations. 

-Encourage young people to take a full measure of responsibility, both in their own 
organizations and in the life of the society as a whole. 

-Establish and maintain relations with international organizations, both voluntary and 
governmental. 

1 As submitted by the applicant on 31 August 1987. Information completed by the 
applicant in September 1987. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the 
nongovernmental organization itself in its application and do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers 
or boundaries. 
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- S u p p o r t and encourage the national youth movement of non-selfgoverning countries in 
their struggle for the attainment of self-government. 

4 . Main activities 

WAY promotes youth participation in social, political, cultural and developmental 
activities, also contributing towards the development of responsible youth as individuals and 
as members of society. 

WAY assists national youth councils and national youth organizations to develop 
capabilities to mobilize youth for development programmes. 

WAY provides support for national grassroot level community development, educational and 

motivational programmes. 

WAY programmes are always initiated on the basis of needs indicated by national youth 

councils. 

WAY is one of the agencies which initiated youth arid population programmes in 1966-1967 

with assistance from USAID and UNFPA. 

Examples of W A Y
1

s activities for the period 1983-1987 are contained in the Annex. Many 
of these are directly related to health development issues. 

5. How do the objectives and activities of the organization relate to the General Programme 
of Work of WHO? 

Since 1965 WAY has been involved with national affiliates in youth and population 

programmes, which also included sex education and general health awareness• 

The WAY programmes in the following areas have close relation to WHO work： 

- P o p u l a t i o n awareness, family life education, family planning. 

- A d o l e s c e n t health, adolescent fertility, youth counselling• 

- H e a l t h education and development. 

- E n v i r o n m e n t and health. 

- D r u g s demand reduction, smoking. 

- Y o u n g women and safe motherhood. 

- E n v i r o n m e n t and safe drinking-water. 

一 Children and immunization. • 

- T r a i n i n g in management of development programmes, including adolescent fertility 

management• 

Most of these activities have local government approval and support. Some are carried 
out in cooperation with WHO, and/or with other UN agencies, such as UNFPA and UNICEF. 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 

(a) Please list activities which the organization has carried out jointly with WHO 

during the preceding period of working relations 

In 1983, WAY invited Dr Mark Belsey, Chief, Maternal and Child Health unit, W H O , Geneva, 

to address the International Youth Workshop on Population, Development and Environment at 

Colombo. 



EB81/NGO/2 
page 3 

Discussion on possible cooperation began after this Workshop. Australian Aid provided 

financial support to WAY in 1984 for an Asian Regional Youth Training Workshop on a healthy 

younger generation, in Jakarta, and WHO provided the services of Dr H . Friedman as a 

consultant. 

On the basis of these two experiences, collaboration between WAY and WHO has grown 
during 1985, 1986 and 1987, mainly in the area of reproductive health in adolescence, 
involving training, research and project planning and implementation. The following are 
examples of that collaboration: 

1985 

- W H O provided technical resources for the International Youth Consultation on youth 
work and youth cooperation, held in Maribo, Denmark. 

1986 

- W H O provided financial and technical support for the Afro-Asian Youth Training 
Workshop on Counselling Skills in Reproductive Health in Adolescence held in the 
Maldives. This Workshop resulted in a national-level youth counselling programme and 
training workshop in India, with others planned for Sri Lanka, Nepal and Kenya. 

- W A Y in cooperation with the Pathfinders
1

 Fund conducted an African Youth Workshop on 
Adolescent Fertility, in Banjul, Gambia. WHO provided the methodology and conducted 
the Workshop in cooperation with Pathfinders

1

 USA. 

- W i t h WHO financial and technical support, a national research project on reproductive 
health in adolescence was carried out by youth leaders in Bangladesh, and the results 
served as a basis for a national workshop to plan further action on this subject. 
This ongoing project is also supported by other donor agencies. 

1987 

- W A Y , using WHO methodology, organized the Caribbean Regional Youth Training Workshop 
on Counselling Skills in Reproductive Health in Adolescence, in June, in Barbados. 
РАНО, the International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF), and UNFPA were observers 
at the Workshop. Follow-up programmes are being arranged in Barbados, Antigua and 
Suriname• 

- W A Y with technical and financial support of WHO conducted a follow-up National 
Training Workshop on Counselling Skills in Reproductive Health in Adolescence, in 
New Delhi, India, in September. 

- W A Y will participate in the WHO Joint Meeting on the Prevention and Control of 

Sexually-Transmitted Diseases including AIDS in Young People, organized by the 

concerned WHO programmes in October. 

WAY collaborates also with other WHO programmes. Examples are: 

- I n cooperation with the WHO Health Education Service of the Division of Public 

Information and Education for Health, WAY will conduct an Inter-Country Youth Workshop 
for East Africa on Youth Health Development, in the United Republic of Tanzania, in 
December 1987. 

- W i t h the financial assistance of W H O , WAY will translate into Bengali, and distribute 
WHO Offset Document No. 77 "Adolescent Reproductive Health: an approach to planning 
health services research", as support to WAY youth projects as well as those of other 
population-related agencies in Bangladesh and India. 
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(b) Please specify those programmes and activities of WHO with which the organization 
will wish to be associated in future, and give details of planned collaborative 
activities with W H O ~ 一 — — ^ ^ ^ 

With respect to the WHO programme of reproductive health in adolescence, there is 

ongoing collaboration in many of the activities described under 6(a). Specifically, 

- T h e Secretary-General of WAY has been invited to serve as a member of the Steering 

Committee of the WHO Task Force on Reproductive Health in Adolescence. 

- F o l l o w - u p will take place with regard to the Afro-Asian Training Workshop on 

Counselling Skills (1986) as well as the similar workshop held in the Caribbean region 
(1987). 

- A series of workshops in adolescent health, for training purposes and to generate 
country-level projects is also planned over the next four years, with special emphasis 
on Africa, the Western Pacific region, and the Caribbean. 

- T o g e t h e r with other NGOs, WAY will be invited to be involved in the Technical 

Discussions on the health of youth, during the Forty-second World Health Assembly in 

May 1989. 

W A Y , committed to the implementation of the global strategy for health for all, with 
special focus on young people who constitute 60% of the Third World population, will seek the 
cooperation of WHO in the following areas: 

- H e a l t h development and education. 

- S e x u a l l y - t r a n s m i t t e d diseases, including AIDS prevention (under discussion). 

~ Drug abuse prevention, smoking, alcohol. 

- S a f e motherhood for young mothers (under discussion). 

- M e n t a l health of young people. 

7. (a) Does the organization advocate any special health measures or procedures? If so, 

what are these? 

With the incorporation of development programmes, major emphasis has been on youth and 
population programmes which include preventive health awareness as part of the strategy. 

WAY has advocated and conducted programmes oil personal hygiene, sexually-transmitted 
diseases, drug abuse, and smoking. 

At national level our task is to involve national-level youth organizations in 

health-related programmes. 

(b) Has the organization any special reservations as to treatment or health procedures? 
If so， what are these? 

No. 

8. History 

During the years immediately following World War II, recognizing the need for a more 
universal youth organization, a number of youth leaders in Europe and North America issued 
invitations to youth councils of all countries which were members of the United Nations, to 
attend an international conference in London in August 1948. The World Assembly of Youth 
stemmed from this work, as a coordinating body of national youth councils and national youth 
organizations. 

In February 1949 a provisional body met in Ashbridge (UK), and prepared a draft charter 

for the new organization. At the invitation of the Belgian Youth Council the first official 
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meeting of WAY was held in Brussels in August 1949, attended by more than 100 delegates and 
observers from 37 countries. Twenty-nine of the national youth councils represented ratified 
the Charter, and WAY began its work on behalf of world youth. 

The large and varied programme which WAY has evolved over the years began on a modest 
scale. The first General Assembly was held in Ithaca (New York) in 1951, and this meeting 
formulated the initial action programmes which were to lead to WAY*s steady development. 
From the original 29 national committees, the organization has grown to 72 affiliated 
committees with cooperating organizations in another 50 countries. W A Y

1

s growth is a direct 
result of the organization's commitment to speeding decolonialization and the young people in 
new nations to take their rightful role in international activities. The ability of WAY to 
respond to the needs and aspirations of organizations in Africa, Asia, the Pacific, Latin 
America, and the Caribbean with an increasing number and variety of programmes, largely 
accounts for the steady evolution of the organization. 

WAY has recently signed an agreement for cooperation with the Youth Secretariat of Zone 
II of the West African Conference of Youth and Sports Ministers to provide programme support 
to youth organizations in five countries. 

9. Membership 

WAY has full Members, Associate Members and Observers in the following countries and 

territories. National affiliates pay an annual subscription at an agreed per capita rate. 

Antigua and Barbuda 

Anguilla 

Argentina 

Australia 
Bahamas 
Bangladesh 
Barbados 
Benin 
Belize 
Bolivia 
Botswana 
Brazil 
Brunei Darussalam 

Burkina Faso 
Burundi 

Cameroon 

Canada 
Chad 
Colombia 
Comoros 
Cook Islands 
Côte d

1

 Ivoire 
Denmark 

Dominican Republic 
Ecuador 
El Salvador 

Fiji 
Gabon 

Gambia 

Ghana 

Guinea-Bissau 

Guatemala 

Guyana 
Haiti 
Honduras 
Hong Kong 
India 
Indonesia 
Jamaica 
Japan 
Kenya 
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Lesotho 
Liberia 
Madagascar 
Malawi 
Malaysia 
Mali 
Mauritania 
Mauritius 
Mexico 
Morocco 
Nepal 
Nauru 

New Zealand 
Nigeria 
Pakistan 
Panama 

Papua New Guinea 
Paraguay 
Peru 
Philippines 
Republic of Korea 
Rwanda 
Samoa 
Senegal 
Sierra Leone 
Solomon Islands 
Somalia 
Sri Lanka 

St. Christopher and Nevis 

Sudan 
Suriname 
Swaziland 
Thailand 
Togo 
Tonga 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Tuvalu 
Uganda 
United Republic of Tanzania 
Uruguay 
United States of America 
Zambia 
Zimbabwe 

10. Is the organization affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization, 
or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

- W A Y has consultative status I with UN (EC0S0C), UNESCO, UNICEF, ILO, FAO, UNFPA, UNEP. 

- W A Y works in close cooperation with several regional and international NGOs, 

specifically youth and development-oriented• Also with the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN). 

- W A Y is a member of several NGO groupings such as Coordinating Committee of NGOs having 

Consultative Status with UN system (CONGO), Geneva Informal Meeting (GIM), UNICEF NGO 

Committee. 

11. Address of branch/regional offices 

WAY being a coordinating body of national-level youth organizations does not have branch 
offices. WAY maintains representation at the UN Headquarters, New York, and regional 
contacts. 
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Washington and New York Mr Scott Sanders, A Y L N , 1444 Rhode Island N.W., Washington DC 20005, 

USA 

Geneva Mr Jacques Henny, Poste Restant Depot, 1211 Geneva 2 , Switzerland 

Paris Mr Juan Walker, International Commission, UNE F ID, 46 Rue Albert-Thomas, 75010 Paris, France 

Bangkok Mrs Yajai Onnomphan, President, CY0T. 5/1-2 Phyathai, Bangkok 10400, 
Thailand 

Nairobi Mr Sammy Njau, Kenya Youth Association Council, P.O. Box 62100, 

Nairobi, Kenya 

12. Structure 

The WAY Assembly is the Member Assembly consisting of one National Youth Coordinating 
body per country. The basis of membership also includes adherence to the principles of the 
United Nations. It is the main policy-making body and meets every four years. The last 
Assembly was in Colombo (Sri Lanka) in 1984. 

Executive (policy-making body between Assemblies). 

Bureau (supervising body) consists of President, Secretary-General and Treasurer. 

Secretariat (day-to-day implementation of activities). 

13. Officers 

President 

Vice-Presidents 

Secretary General 

Officers are volunteers. 

The WAY Secretariat has a full-time staff of 7, plus 4 part-time staff. 

WAY also maintains part-time paid staff at UN New York, Nairobi and Bangkok. 

National youth councils/national youth organizations have their own structures and 

full-time staff. 

14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership on 
matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organization? 

Yes. 

15. Finances 

Financial statements for the last three years have been submitted.-'-

16. & 17. Publications, reports and other documentation
1 

A wide range of publications, reports and posters have been published by WAY on topics 
related to development, population, and adolescent fertility. Examples are : 

Mr Ole Simonsen, Denmark 

Mr C. Ratwatte, Chairman, NYSC, Sri Lanka 

Chief Olu Fadari, President, NYC, Nigeria 
Mr Roberto Amores Б., President, Committee National de la 
Juventud, Ecuador 

Ms Betsey Whitebeck, WAY Inc., USA 

Mr Shiv Khare, NCY0, India 

1 Held by the Secretariat. 
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WAY INFORMATION, a bi-monthly publication for affiliates 

Youth Round-Up, a monthly youth press service 

Youth and Family Planning Programme booklet 

WAY booklet, the background of WAY 

Reports on the workshops conducted by WAY (Colombo, Fiji, Maribo and Port-of-Spain) 

The World's Youth: A Profile 

Youth and Environmental Action - WAY statement 

Posters on Health, Environment, Drug Abuse and Population. 

The WAY Charter, and Report of WAY Activities, have been submitted. 
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ANNEX 

1983 

International Workshop on youth participation in development and environment, Colombo, 
Sri Lanka. 

WAY established a Working Group on the International Youth Year. Meeting in Geneva, 
Switzerland• 

1984 

Asian Youth Workshop on: towards a healthy younger generation, Jakarta, Indonesia, 

National Young Women's Training Workshop on family life education, Lagos, Nigeria. 

National Training Course on drug abuse, India. 

Organized a Youth and Population Group at the International Population Conference, Mexico. 

Presented a statement at the International Population Conference, Mexico. 

1985 

Essay competition with the IYY Committee of Kenya and national newspapers on the topic of 
youth participation in environment. Out of twenty thousand entries the winner was awarded a 
prize to attend the Barcelona Youth Congress on behalf of WAY. 

Regional Pacific Youth Workshop on appropriate technology, Suva, Fiji. 

International Consultation on youth work and youth cooperation, Maribo, Denmark. 

Participated in the preparations of the International Youth Service Conference, Chicago, USA 

Published a world-wide Youth Profile Wall Chart. 

Published special IYY posters on Environment, Drug Abuse, and Health and Children. 

A youth press service "Youth Round-Up" was launched to publicize IYY, NGO, and UN events. 

African Regional Youth Workshop on population and development, Nairobi, Kenya. 

An African youth statement on the environment for the African Environment Ministers 
Conference was presented to the UNEP Director of Special Assignments in Nairobi by youth 
leaders from Ghana, Mauritius, and Uganda on behalf of youths from 20 African countries. 

1986 

Caribbean Regional Youth Workshop on youth participation in development, Port-of-Spain, 
Trinidad and Tobago. 

Afro-Asian Regional Youth Workshop on counselling skills in reproductive health in 
adolescence, Male, Maldives. 

Regional African Youth Workshop on adolescent fertility, Banjul, Gambia. 
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Annex 

Pacific Regional Training Workshop on youth participation in development, Tonga. 

National Essay Competition on youth and non-violence, Sri Lanka. 

African Consultation on youth and environment, Banjul, Gambia. 

African Youth Consultation on drug abuse, Banjul, Gambia. 

WAY and Malaysian Youth Council, joint statement on apartheid and drug abuse. 

African Youth Leaders tree planting on environment day in June at youth village, Banjul, 
Gambia. 

1987 and future activities 

West African youth and development workshop, Bamako, Mali. 

Caribbean Regional Youth Training Workshop on youth counselling in cooperation with WHO and 
UNFPA, Barbados. 

Provided WAY statement to the UNEP-UNESCO Conference on environmental education and training, 
Moscow. 

Signed WAY and EZOPASS^- Agreement of Cooperation (following West Africa Youth and Sports 
Ministers Conference) for Youth and Development programme, Mali. 

International ACP/EEC Development Management Training Course for Youth Leaders, Denmark. 

Inter-Country African Youth Training Workshop on Health Development, Kenya. 

Asian Regional Youth Workshop on drugs, Malaysia. 

Pacific Regional Youth Workshop on young women's participation in income generation, Cook 
Islands. 

National Level Youth Training Course on youth participation in development, United Republic 
of Tanzania. 

National Training Workshop on youth population and environmental awareness, Somalia. 

National Youth Leadership Training Course on youth counselling in reproductive health, India. 

National Follow-Up of youth counselling for adolescent fertility, Bangladesh. 

National Follow-Up of youth counselling for reproductive health, India, Sri Lanka, and 
Indonesia. 

1 EZOPASS = West African Economic Commission (Zone 2). 


