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This report is submitted in compliance with resolution 

WHA40.36 which inter alia, invites the Executive Board to par-

ticipate in the planning and implementation of WHO ' S action 

relating to the anniversary. 

1. Forty years have elapsed since the Constitution of W H O came into force on 7 April 1948. 1988 also marks 

another event for celebration: the Declaration of Alma-Ata was unanimously approved by all Member States 

of the Organization ten years ago in September. A third event is also to be commemorated. On 7 April 1987 

W H O headquarters was declared smoke-free. An initiative of leadership which other organizations of the United 

Nations system have since followed. 

2. Two separate official ceremonies will take place during the Forty-first World Health Assembly to 

commemorate the fortieth anniversary of W H O and the Alma-Ata Declaration respectively, the first on 

Wednesday afternoon, 4 May 1988; the plan is to have the following speakers address the Health Assembly: the 

President of the Assembly, the Chairman of the Executive Board, representatives of the six W H O regions, a 

representative of the W H O staff associations and the Director-General. On Friday afternoon, 6 May 1988，the 

second event will be celebrated. The Declaration of Alma-Ata will be solemnly read out. The Minister of Health 

of the USSR, in his capacity as Minister of Health of the host Government to the Alma-Ata Conference, will then 

give an address. An informal round-table discussion will follow. Participants will include the Executive Director 

of UNICEF, which co-sponsored the Conference with WHO , the Director-General of W H O and representatives 

of the six W H O regions. To add a new dimension to the scope of these discussions, satellite connections with 

other parts of the world are envisaged for the occasion. 

3. No official W H O celebration is planned for the third event. However, it is hoped that in response to 

resolution WHA40.38, 7 April 1988 will be observed in all countries as a no-smoking day. Another 

unprecedented initiative worthy of praise is the decision to ban smoking at the X V Olympic Winter Games, to 

be held in Canada in 1988. 

4. Close collaboration between the Division of Public Information and Education for Health (IEH), the 

different programme areas in headquarters and the six regional offices made it possible to compile the 

consolidated plan of action distributed in December 1987. 
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5. The United Nations Economic and Social Council in its resolution E/l987/86, entitled "Fortieth 

Anniversary of the World Health Organization, 1988” invited the General Assembly to commemorate, at its 

forty-third session, the fortieth anniversary of the World Health Organization "in a manner befitting its 

achievements and future role in international health". 

6. The United Nations Postal Administration has agreed to organize in collaboration with W H O a philatelic 

exhibition in the Palais des Nations during the World Health Assembly in May 1988. 

7. More than 150 nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in official relations with W H O were approached, 

through NGO Newsletter No. 1，to mobilize efforts to mark the occasion. In response, several NGOs indicated 

that they would highlight the event through at least one of their own activities during 1988. 

8. In answer to the circular of the Universal Postal Union (UPU) inviting Member States to issue stamps and 

frankings in commemoration of WHO'S fortieth anniversary, several national postal administrations have 

confirmed their intention to do so. 

9. W H O has undertaken several initiatives in the framework of its regular efforts to inform the public through 

active involvement. The following illustrative list is by no means exhaustive: 

- a repetition of last year's health run - organized jointly with the International Olympic Committee will 

take place during the Health Assembly in 1988. It is hoped that similar health runs will also take place 

in the cities hosting the six regional offices; 

- a photo sheet comprising the prize-winning photographs in an international competition will be given 

wide distribution; 

- “ A smile for health” will be the title of an exhibition of a collection of cartoons - related to health - found 

in newspapers and/or magazines; 

- a n updated version of “Introducing WHO" bearing the title “WHO - what it is - what it does” will be 

ready for distribution as early as possible in 1988; 

-updated fact sheets - “WHO Features” and “In point of fact” are under preparation for distribution to 

the media and the public; 

-the World Health Day Information Kit, distributed in November 1987 in a slightly changed format can 

be easily adapted to the specific local issues, situations or audiences. It is hoped that the widest possible 

variety of users will be able to adapt it and put it to fruitful use. 

10. Piet Hein, a Danish artist well-known for his grooks (four-line poems) and his drawings, gave W H O its 

first present for its fortieth birthday: a drawing and a grook inspired by the general theme of the anniversary year 

“Health for All - All for Health". 

11. Since activities to commemorate WHO ' S fortieth anniversary are expected to spread over the whole year, 

sustained efforts must be made by the World Health Organization and all its Member States to be inventive and 

show enthusiasm in creating further occasions for action to promote and develop national strategies for health 

for all by the year 2000. 


