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1. The World Health Organization started in 1948 with a relatively small group of 
countries, mainly industrialized ones. It has now grown to maturity； membership is 
universal, and the Organization has earned an acknowledged role as the leader in coordination 
and technical cooperation in international health. 1988 marks the fortieth anniversary of 
the Organization, as well as the tenth anniversary of the Alma-Ata Declaration on primary 
health care. 
2. While the importance of health technology and health care systems is obvious, it has now 
become overwhelmingly clear that, to improve health in a country, the active participation of 
a well-informed population is essential, as well as appropriate action from all sectors 
involved in socioeconomic development. This was recognized by the Alma-Ata Declaration in 
1978. The Director-General has, therefore, decided to use the year of the fortieth 
anniversary of WHO to: 

-inform the public about the challenges of "HFA/2000" and about the kind of actions 
that can be taken by individuals, institutions, organizations and governments to reach 
that goal; 

一 highlight a number of priority health messages; 

-provide information about WHO, its work and its role in health development in order to 

3. World Health Day - 7 April 1988 - will be the focal date for the anniversary, but 
activities will spread over the whole year. The general theme for the year will be "Health 
for all 一 all for health". A number of more specific messages on different priority issues 
in health will be developed and a range of written and audiovisual material will be provided, 
on r e q u e s t , f r o m W H O h e a d q u a r t e r s a n d r e g i o n a l o f f i c e s . 

A circular letter (C.L.7.1987 dated 2 April 1987) has been sent to all Member States 
suggesting that the anniversary in 1988 be used to stimulate health activities in all Member 
States. These activities may include promoting health as a central social value and the 
basis for development, promoting the principles of primary health care, informing and 
educating for health all levels of the population, and stimulating community and 
intersectoral action for health. It is proposed that national committees for the celebration 
should be established. 

5, The celebration of the anniversary should not be a one-time "party" to which people are 
invited, but rather a year-long national mobilization for health development. There are many 
possibilities for action: debates in parliament； radio and television programmes； 
information and discussion in the press； the issue of special stamps； exhibitions; 
activities by municipalities, local and provincial authorities, nongovernmental 
organizations, professional associations, universities, and schools; competitions of all 
kinds. The occasion could also be used to promote the development and implementation of a 
national strategy for health for all by the year 2000. 

6. To assist with the planning and implementation of the anniversary activities, a 
Director-General's steering committee for the fortieth anniversary of WHO has been appointed, 
under the Director-General* s chairmanship, with the Director of the Division of Public 

further strengthen public support for the Organization. 
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Information and Education for Health as Secretary, In order to involve the widest range of 
staff in the preparation of the anniversary activities, the Steering Committee will set up 
sub-committees or working groups for specific related tasks. 

7. An effort will be made to mobilize all nongovernmental organizations in official 
relations with the Organization to undertake activities in relation with the anniversary. 
All WHO periodicals and newsletters will issue special editions or otherwise include 
reference to the anniversary, 

8. The Universal Postal Union (UPU) has been contacted and has invited all its Member 
States, through International Bureau Circular No. 117, to produce special stamps and 
frankings for the anniversary. Such stamps and frankings could carry priority health 
messages. National follow-up to this circular would be useful. 

9. A special ceremony will be organized in connection with the Forty-first World Health 
Assembly in May 1988. 


