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REVIEW OF THE WORKING PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE ADMISSION 

OF NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS INTO OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH WHO 

In 1985 the Health Assembly requested the Executive Board to 
review the guidelines governing WHO'S relations with nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs).^ In January 1986 the Board considered a 
revised version of the Working Principles Governing the Admission of 
Nongovernmental Organizations into Official Relations with WHO, and 
decided^ to agree in principle with these revised Working 
Principles, with the exception of section 5 concerning the proposal 
for developing relations with nongovernmental organizations at 
regional and national levels. 

The Board requested the regional committees at their 1986 
sessions to consider the broad principles in section 5 and, if 
required, to expand them into more detailed principles for 
establishing relations with regional and national nongovernmental 
organizations. The present document reports on the regional 
committees 1 discussions, and the resolutions adopted appear in 
Annex 2; it also describes the experience gained in applying the 
other principles agreed upon at the global level on a trial basis. 
Finally, conclusions are drawn as a result of the regional 
discussions and the global experience during the past year, and minor 
changes are proposed to the Working Principles and introduced into 
the text in Annex 1. 

The Board is requested to make final recommendations concerning 
the revised Principles Governing Relations between the World Health 
Organization and Nongovernmental Organizations, which would then be 
submitted to the Fortieth World Health Assembly in May 1987 for 
adoption. For this purpose the Board may wish to consider the draft 
resolution contained in paragraph 24. 

1 Resolution WHA38.31, paragraph 6 (document WHA38/1985/REC/1, p. 26)• 
2
 Decision EB77(8) (document EB77/1986/REC/1, p. 23). 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

1. A gradual broadening and reorientation of WHO'S collaboration with nongovernmental 
organizations (NGOs) has occurred in recent years as a result of the recognition of the 
important role of NGOs in the network of partnership made up of governments, peoples and WHO, 
striving for health development. The need to broaden the range of NGOs with which WHO 
collaborates and to give emphasis to mobilizing national and international NGOs for 
accelerated implementation of health-for-all strategies demanded a strengthened framework for 
the informal and formal relations which WHO has with NGOs. 

2. These considerations led the Executive Board (resolution EB75.R13) and the Health 
Assembly (resolution WHA38.31) to request a review of the existing guidelines and procedures 
governing WHO'S relations with NGOs to bring them into line with present and future needs 
and to ensure their effectiveness as a working tool. 

3. As members will recall, it was felt that a revised, expanded text of the Working 
Principles governing WHO relations with NGOs, to take the place of that in the WHO Basic 
Documents,1 might best serve this purpose. Thus a revised version of the Working 
Principles was considered by the Board at its session in January 1986. The text of this 
revised version, including the changes referred to in paragraphs 21 and 22 below, appears as 
Annex 1 to this document. 

о 
4. The Board decided on that occasion to endorse for a trial period of one year this 
revised version of the Working Principles, with the exception of section 5 - regarding 
relations with regional and national NGOs. As far as that section was concerned, it 
requested the regional committees at their 1986 sessions to consider these general principles 
and, if required, to expand them into more detailed principles for establishing relations 
with regional and national NGOs. The experience gained by headquarters and the results of 
the discussions in the regional committees would be transmitted to the Executive Board at its 
seventy-ninth session. At that time, the Board would finalize its recommendations on the 
Working Principles relating to global, regional and national NGOs, and submit these to the 
Fortieth World Health Assembly in May 1987. 

II. EXPERIENCE WITH THE REVISED WORKING PRINCIPLES AT GLOBAL LEVEL 

5. During the past year the revised Working Principles have been used widely by the 
Secretariat for development of relations with NGOs, and by NGOs seeking relations with WHO, 
and have proved to be a useful working tool. In this respect the broad description 
(section 2) of the various stages in developing relations - from first contacts, through 

1
 WHO Basic Documents, 36th edition, 1986, pp. 71-74. 

2 Decision EB77(8) (document EB77/1986/REC/1, p. 23). 
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working relations (informal), to an application for admission into official relations 
(formal) - has been helpful. This section implies the need to build up mutual confidence and 
understanding over a period of time, as well as to develop at the "working relations" stage 
specific activities related to mutually agreed objectives. Thus, when applications for 
admission into official relations with WHO are received it is possible not only to 
demonstrate the past history of successful collaboration, but also to indicate the 
longer-term objectives and future activities for the closer, longer-term partnership which 
"official relations" represent. The establishment of such work plans with NGOs has led to 
more effective collaboration with improved chances of successful results. 

III. RESULTS OF DISCUSSION IN REGIONAL COMMITTEES 

6. The revised Working Principles, and particularly section 5 concerning relations with 
NGOs at regional and national level, were brought to the attention of the regional committees 
at their 1986 sessions. 

7. Section 5 of the Working Principles permits a working arrangement to be made with 
regional or national NGOs by establishing a structured work plan of collaborative activities, 
to be carried out over a specific period, agreed upon by WHO and the NGO concerned. Such an 
informal arrangement, referred to as "working relations", would normally be established by 
the Regional Director in consultation with the Director-General, and with the Member State 
concerned in the case of a national NGO. In accordance with decision EB77(8), the regional 
committees also considered whether to expand these general principles into more detailed 
principles for establishing relations with regional and national NGOs. 

8. The results of the discussions and the decisions taken are summarized hereunder. The 
resolutions adopted by the regional committees and the summary records of the discussion in 
the Regional Committee for Europe are reproduced in Annex 2. 

Regional Committee for Africa 

9. Members recognized that better coordination of activities with NGOs which are operating 
at regional and national levels would have a greater impact on health development in 
countries, particularly in areas such as the supply of potable water and sanitation, and 
control of parasitic and other diseases influenced directly or indirectly by the state of the 
environment. A structured working relationship with selected NGOs not having international 
affiliation, referred to in section 5 of the Working Principles, would provide the framework 
within which such coordination might take place. 

10. The Committee adopted resolution AFR/RC36/R7 which, inter alia "adopts the proposal made 
by the Regional Director on a structured working relationship between Member States, WHO/AFRO 
and nongovernmental organizations" (Annex 2(A)). 

Regional Committee for the Americas 

11. In the case of the Region of the Americas, a framework defining the mechanisms and 
procedures for the establishment of official relations between the Pan American Health 
Organization (РАНО) and inter-American nongovernmental organizations was adopted by the 
XX Pan American Sanitary Conference/thirtieth session of the Regional Committee for the 
Americas in 1978.1 In 1986 the XXII Pan American Sanitary Conference/thirty-eighth session 
of the Regional Committee considered that the provisions of section 5 of the revised global 
Working Principles were compatible with the above-mentioned framework already established in 
that Region for relations with inter-American NGOs. 

12. It therefore resolved in its resolution XVIII to express its agreement with the content 
of section 5 of the Working Principles and requested the Director of the Pan American 
Sanitary Bureau to continue encouraging regional and national NGOs to participate in 
application of health-for-all strategies, and to make use as appropriate of the working 
relations between the Organization and those nongovernmental organizations (Annex 2(B)). 

1
 РАНО Official Document 162, 1979, p. 70 (resolution XX). 
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Regional Committee for South-East Asia 

13. The Regional Committee welcomed the initiative of WHO in emphasizing the role of NGOs in 
the field of health. The potential for collaboration with NGOs in countries was high, arid 
should be encouraged within the framework of national health strategies. Referring to 
section 5 of the Working Principles, the Committee felt that any mechanism for relations 
should be flexible and should operate in such a way as to maximize the success of the 
relationship. Collaboration and support should be coordinated closely with the governments 
concerned. NGO representatives attending the Regional Committee also welcomed the discussion 
and expressed the view that NGOs could increase efforts to coordinate among themselves both 
nationally and regionally. Greater efforts to exchange technical information and also closer 
cooperation in promoting better health and life-styles for specific groups, such as women and 
children, were mentioned as useful in this regard. 

14. The Committee adopted resolution SEA/RC39/R7 which urges Member States "to 
establish/strengthen/review the mechanisms facilitating effective collaboration with NGOs; 
to involve, consult and work increasingly with nongovernmental organizations active in health 
and health-related areas; and to elaborate work plans of collaborative activities to be 
carried out over a specific period". It also requested the Regional Director to support 
countries in establishing and assessing these mechanisms (Annex 2(C)). 

Regional Committee for Europe 

15. The Regional Committee recognized the usefulness of strengthening and expanding the 
involvement of national/regional NGOs in the implementation of regional and national 
strategies for health for all. It was noted that at present the Regional Office had working 
relations on an ad hoc basis with many NGOs, and this seemed adequate for the time being. 
Nevertheless, the Regional Committee gave consideration to the possibility of establishing a 
more formal relationship with regional and possibly national NGOs. No consensus emerged on 
this issue, since it was a complex matter involving constitutional and legal aspects. The 
Committee decided to transmit to the Executive Board the summary records of its discussion.1 

Regional Committee for the Eastern Mediterranean 

16. The Regional Committee examined section 5 of the Working Principles in the light of 
ensuring an increasing role for NGOs in regional and national efforts to implement 
health-for-all strategies. With this in mind the proposed mechanisms for setting up working 
relations with a few selected NGOs for a trial period were considered. It was decided, by 
resolution EM/RC33/R.12, to follow the suggested plan for structured working relations with 
selected regional and national NGOs and then to review the experience gained at the end of 
two years (Annex 2(E)). The Regional Committee also requested the Regional Director to 
explore the possibility of organizing a conference of regional NGOs with the aim of 
discussing and deciding on their involvement in support of health for all. 

Regional Committee for the Western Pacific 

17. The Regional Committee considered the report of its Sub-Committee on Programmes and 
Technical Cooperation which had studied the contribution, both real and potential, of NGOs to 
health development at regional and national levels, their involvement in implementing 
national and regional strategies for health, and mechanisms for collaboration and relations, 
as proposed in section 5 of the Working Principles. 

18. The Regional Committee recognized the significance of the contribution of NGOs to health 
development at regional and national levels, and adopted resolution WPR/RC37.R8 urging Member 
States to take all necessary steps to promote better coordination and develop collaborative 
activities with NGOs, including the preparation of an inventory of NGOs and the improvement 
of communication. In addition, the Committee requested the Regional Director "to establish 
for a two-year trial period a mechanism for the development of working relations with 
selected regional and national NGOs, based on an agreed plan of work over a specified period 
of time within the framework of the procedure set out in section 2.4 of the revised Working 

1 It is noted that the Regional Committee 1 s discussion (Annex 2(D)) included issues in 
addition to those called for in decision EB77(8). 
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Principles", and to report back to the Regional Committee on the experience gained at the end 
of the trial period ••••• with a view to the formulation of detailed guiding principles 
governing relations with NGOs at regional and national levels" (Annex 2(F)). 

IV. CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

19. Based on the views and decisions of the regional committees, it would seem that there is 
general agreement on the principle of strengthening the involvement of NGOs in implementing 
regional and national strategies for health. The provisions of section 5 of the Working 
Principles seem to meet the overall needs and considerations of the WHO regions, whilst the 
ways of utilizing these provisions will differ according to the region involved. 

20. Similarly, use of the revised Working Principles at global level has been positive, and 

it is considered that they meet current requirements. 

21. With regard to the text of the Working Principles, and taking into account the 
foregoing, we would suggest a few minor changes, to clarify the text in sections 2.1, 2.4, 
4.1 and 7.4, and to include a new section 4.5 on preparation of a work plan with NGOs in 
official relations with WHO. In section 5.3 the word "informal" before "working relations" 
could be deleted since, as explained in section 2.1 of the Principles, working relations are 
by definition informal. 

22. It is also considered that, since the Working Principles now deal with all aspects of 
WHO relations with NGOs, a more appropriate title would be "Principles Governing Relations 
between the World Health Organization and Nongovernmental Organizations", to replace "Working 
Principles Governing the Admission of Nongovernmental Organizations into Official Relations 
with WHO"； this proposal is therefore brought to the attention of the Executive Board. 

23. These proposed changes and additions have been included in the text of the Principles in 
Annex 1. Should the Board find it appropriate to endorse the Principles in their entirety as 
now proposed, or as amended during its discussion, the next step would be to recommend them 
for adoption by the Fortieth World Health Assembly in May 1987. 

24. For this purpose, the Board may wish to consider the following resolution; 

PRINCIPLES GOVERNING RELATIONS BETWEEN THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION AND NONGOVERNMENTAL 
ORGANIZATIONS 

The Executive Board, 

Having considered the revised version of the Principles Governing Relations between 
the World Health Organization and Nongovernmental Organizations； 

RECOMMENDS to the Fortieth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 

resolution： 

The Fortieth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling Article 71 of the Constitution whereby WHO may make suitable 
arrangements for consultation and cooperation with nongovernmental organizations in 
carrying out its international health work; 

Recalling that the Working Principles Governing the Admission of 
Nongovernmental Organizations into Official Relations with WHO were adopted by the 
First World Health Assembly and amended by the Third, Eleventh and Twenty-first 
World Health Assemblies (resolutions WHA1.130, WHA3.113, WHA11.14 and WHA21.28); 

Recognizing the important role of nongovernmental organizations and the 
complementarity of the resources they represent in the network of governments, 
peoples and WHO, striving for health development； 

Emphasizing the need to mobilize national and international nongovernmental 
organizations for accelerated implementation of health-for-all strategies/ 
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Taking into account the usefulness of a broad framework dealing with the 
development of informal relations with nongovernmental organizations as well as 
with their admission into official relations with WHO; 

DECIDES to adopt the revised Principles Governing Relations between the World 
Health Organization and Nongovernmental Organizations, annexed hereto. 
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ANNEX 1 

Present title： WORKING PRINCIPLES GOVERNING THE ADMISSION OF NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

INTO OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH ШО. 

Proposed new title： PRINCIPLES GOVERNING RELATIONS BETWEEN THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION AND 

NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS• 

(Approved by the Executive Board in January 1986 for application on a trial basis for one 
year. Proposed additions are indicated by double underscoring； proposed deletions are 
enclosed in square brackets) 

1. Introduction 

1.1 As stated in Article 2 of the Constitution, one of the main functions of the World 
Health Organization (WHO) is to act as the directing and coordinating authority on 
international health work. In support of this function, and in accordance with Article 71 of 
the Constitution, WHO may make suitable arrangements for consultation and cooperation with 
nongovernmental organizations (NGOs) in carrying out its international health work. 

1.2 WHO should, in relation to NGOs, act in conformity with any relevant resolutions of the 

General Assembly or Economic and Social Council of the United Nations. 

1.3 The objectives of WHO 1s collaboration with NGOs are to promote the policies, strategies 
and programmes derived from the decisions of the Organization 1s governing bodies； to 
collaborate with various WHO programmes in jointly agreed activities to implement these 
strategies; and to play an appropriate role in ensuring the harmonizing of intersectoral 
interests among the various sectoral bodies concerned in a country, regional or global 
setting. 

2. Types of relations at the global level §nd_their_develogment 

2.1 WHO recognizes only one category of formal relations, known as official relations, with 
those NGOs which meet the criteria described in these [Working 1 Principles. All other 

2.2 The establishment of relations with NGOs shall be an evolving process proceeding through 
a number of separate stages as described in the following paragraphs. 

2.3 First contacts with an NGO in order to create mutual understanding and assist in 
developing mutual interests frequently take the form of exchanges of information and 
reciprocal participation in technical meetings. This type of informal contact may continue 
on an ad hoc basis, without time limit and without written agreement. However, the 
definition of the broad objectives of collaboration and the possibility of enlarging its 
scope to include specific joint activities in line with the particular expertise of the 
nongovernmental organization are also explored at this stage. 

2.4 When a number of specific joint activities have been identified, collaboration may be 
taken a stage further by proceeding to a period (usually two years) of working relations 
entered into by an exchange of letters. Such letters set out the agreed basis for the 
collaboration, indicating details of the activities to be undertaken during the period, 
providing an estimate of the resources to be supplied by WHO and the NGO, and naming focal 
points in the NGO and in WHO (designated technical officer). A joint assessment of the 
outcome of the collaboration thus planned is undertaken at the end of the period of working 
relations by all parties concerned, including also consideration of the future relationship. 
This may result in the continuation of the working relations for a further period; in an 
application for admission into official relations with WHO from an international NGO, for 
examination by the Executive Board, should there be a number of activities which might form 
the basis of a long-term and closer relationship with WHO; or in a decision that there is no 
scope for further contacts in the foreseeable future. This arrangement for consultation and 
cooperation with NGOs [at the global level] is considered as informal. 
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2.5 The Executive Board shall be responsible for deciding on the admission of NGOs into 

official relations with WHO, 

3. Criteria for the admission of NGOs into official relations with WHO 

3.1 The main area of competence of the NGO shall fall within the purview of WHO. Its aims 
and activities shall be in conformity with the spirit, purposes and principles of WHO, shall 
centre on development work in health or health-related fields, and shall be free from 
concerns which are primarily of a commercial or profit-making nature. The major part of its 
activities shall be relevant to and have a bearing on the implementation of the 
health-for-all strategies as envisaged in the Global Strategy for Health for All by the 
Year 2000 and the WHO General Programme of Work covering a Specific Period. 

3.2 The NGO shall normally be international in its structure and/or scope, and shall 
represent a substantial proportion of the persons globally organized for the purpose of 
participating in the particular field of interest in which it operates. When there are 
several international NGOs with similar areas of interest, they may form a joint committee or 
other body authorized to act for the group as a whole. 

3.3 The NGO shall have a constitution or similar basic document, an established 
headquarters, a directing or governing body, an administrative structure at various levels of 
action, and authority to speak for its members through its authorized representatives. Its 
members shall exercise voting rights in relation to its policies or action. 

3.4 Thus, organizations eligible for admission into official relations with WHO include 
various types of international NGOs with a federated structure (made up of national or 
regional groups or having individual members derived from different countries), foundations 
that raise resources for health development activities in different parts of the world, and 
similar bodies promoting international health. 

3.5 In exceptional cases a national organization, whether or not affiliated to an 
international NGO, may be considered for admission into official relations, in consultation 
with and subject to the recommendations of the WHO Regional Director and the Member State 
involved. Such a national organization (or a number of national organizations working under 
a federated (umbrella) structure) shall be eligible for admission provided that： the major 
part of its activities and resources are directed towards international health and related 
work; it has developed a programme of collaborative activities with WHO as indicated in 
paragraph 2.4; and its activities offer appropriate experience upon which WHO may wish to 
draw. 

3.6 There shall normally have been at least two years of successfully completed working 
relations, as described in paragraph 2.4, prior to an application for admission into official 
relations. 

4. Procedure for admitting NGOs into official relationship with WHO 

4.1 Applications should normally reach WHO headquarters not later than the end__of_the month 
of July in order to be considered by the Executive Board in January of the following year. 
They shall specify a structured [framework] plan for collaborative activities agreed upon by 
the organization and WHO. Applications from national organizations shall contain the 
endorsements of the WHO Regional Director and the Government of the Member State concerned. 
Applications should normally be transmitted to Board members by the Secretariat two months in 
advance of the session at which they will be considered. 

4.2 During its January session the Board 1s Standing Committee on Nongovernmental 
Organizations, composed of five members, shall consider applications submitted by NGOs, 
voluntarily or by invitation, and shall make recommendations to the Board； it may invite any 
such organization to speak before it in connection with the organization 1s application. 
Should the applicant organization be considered not to meet the established criteria, and 
bearing in mind the desirability of ensuring a valuable continuing partnership based on 
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defined objectives and evidenced by a record of successful past collaboration and a framework 
for future collaborative activities, the Standing Committee may recommend postponement of 
consideration or rejection of an application. 

4.3 The Board, after considering the recommendations of the Standing Committee, shall decide 
whether an organization is to be admitted into official relations with WHO. A re-application 
from an NGO shall not normally be considered until two years have elapsed since the Board's 
decision oil the original application. 

4.4 The Director-General shall inform each organization of the Board's decision on its 
application. The Director-General shall maintain a list of the organizations admitted into 
official relations and this list and any amendments thereto shall be circulated to the 
Members of WHO. 

4.6 The Board, through its Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations, shall review 
collaboration with each NGO every three years and shall determine the desirability of 
maintaining official relations. The Board 1 s review of NGOs shall be spread over a three-year 
period, one-third being reviewed each year. 

4.7 The Board may discontinue official relations if it considers that such relations are no 
longer appropriate or necessary in the light of changing programmes or other circumstances. 
Similarly, the Board may suspend or discontinue official relations if an organization no 
longer meets the criteria that applied at the time of the establishment of such relations, or 
fails to fulfil its part in the agreed programme of collaboration. 

5. Relations wi£h =NGQs at the regional and national levels 

5.1 Regional or national NGOs affiliated to international NGOs in official relations with WHO 

These NGOs are, by definition, in official relations with the WHO regional office(s). 
They shall develop and implement a programme of collaboration with the regional and national 
levels of WHO to ensure implementation of health-for-all strategies at the country level. 

5.2 Regional and national NGOs for which there is no international NGO 

The regional office concerned may establish working relations with these organizations, 
subject to consultation with the Member State(s) concerned and between the Regional Director 
and the Director-General of WHO. A programme of activities developed and implemented as 
described in paragraph 2.4 would be essential. 

5.3 Regional or national NGOs affiliated to international NGOs not in official relations 
with WHO 

In order that WHO may promote and support the formation of strong international NGOs in 
the various technical fields, the regional office concerned may establish [informal] working 
relations with the above-mentioned regional or national organizations. Such [informal] 
working relations shall be based on a programme of activities developed and implemented as 
described in paragraph 2.4. 

6. Privileges conferred on NGOs by relationship with WHO 

6.1 The privileges conferred by official relationship shall include: 

(i) the right to appoint a representative to participate, without right of vote, in 
WHO 1 s meetings or in those of the committees and conferences convened under its 
authority, on the following conditions： 
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whenever the Health Assembly, a committee or conference convened under its authority 
discusses ail item in which a related NGO is particularly interested, that N G O , at the 
invitation of the chairman of the meeting or on his/her acceding to a request from the 
organization, shall be entitled to make a statement of an expository nature, and m a y , 
with the consent of the meeting, be invited by the chairman to m a k e , in the course of 
the discussion of the item before the meeting, an additional statement for purposes of 
clarification； 

(ii) access to non-confidential documentation and such other documentation as the 

Director-General may see fit to make available through such special distribution 

facilities as WHO may establish; 

(iii) the right to submit a memorandum to the Director-General, who would determine the 

nature and scope of the circulation, 

6.2 In the event of a memorandum being submitted which the Director-General considers might 

be placed on the agenda of the Health Assembly, such memorandum shall be placed before the 

Executive Board for possible inclusion in the agenda of the Assembly. 

6.3 Privileges similar to those stated above shall normally be accorded to national/regional 

NGOs having working relations with WHO regional offices, in accordance with section 5.2, as 

determined by the Regional Directors in consultation with the regional committees. 

6.4 A national organization which is affiliated to an international NGO covering the same 

subject on an international basis shall normally present its views through its government or 

through the international NGO to which it is affiliated, unless other arrangements are made 

in view of its particular relationship with W H O . 

7. Responsibilities of NGOs in their relationship with WHO 

7.1 NGOs shall be responsible for implementing the mutually agreed programme of 

collaboration and shall inform WHO as soon as possible if for any reason they are unable to 

fulfil their part of the agreement. 

7.2 NGOs shall utilize the opportunities available to them through their normal work to 

disseminate information on WHO policies and programmes. 

7.3 NGOs shall collaborate individually or collectively with TOO programmes to further 

health-for-all goals. 

7.4 NGOs shall individually or collectively collaborate with the Member States where their 

activities are based in the implementation of the national/regional/global health-for-all 

strategies. 



EB79/NGO/WP/1 
page 11 

ANNEX 2(A) 

RESOLUTION AFR/RC36/R7 ADOPTED BY THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR AFRICA, 

THIRTY-SIXTH SESSION 

WAYS AND MEANS OF IMPLEMENTING RESOLUTIONS OF REGIONAL INTEREST 

ADOPTED BY THE WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY AND THE EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The Regional Committee, 

Bearing in mind resolutions AFR/RC32/R7, AFR/RC33/R2, AFR/RC34/R3, AFR/RC35/R8; 

Having examined the Regional Director 1 s proposal 

implementing resolutions of regional interest adopted 

Assembly and the Executive Board, 

concerning ways and means of 

by the Thirty-ninth World Health 

1. ENDORSES the Regional Director 1s proposals; 

2. COMMENDS the Regional Director for steps already taken； 

3. ADOPTS the proposal made by the Regional Director on a structured working relationship 

between Member States, WHO/AFRO and nongovernmental organizations (NGOs)； 

4. CALLS UPON Member States to： 

(i) pursue implementation of the said resolutions； 

(ii) make optimal use of existing resources and mobilize potential ones for 

implementation of health activities at the peripheral level； 

(iii) promote and sustain intersectoral collaboration where it exists, and introduce 

and strengthen it where it does not, in order to accelerate the health 

development process in the attainment of HFA/2000; 

5. REQUESTS the Regional Director to continue support to the Member States in the 
implementation of the said resolutions. 
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RESOLUTION XVIII ADOPTED BY THE XXII PAN AMERICAN SANITARY 

CONFERENCE/THIRTY-EIGHTH SESSION OF THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 
FOR THE AMERICAS 

RELATIONS WITH NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

AT THE REGIONAL AND NATIONAL LEVELS 

THE XXII PAN AMERICAN SANITARY CONFERENCE, 

Having seen Document CE97/8, "Relations with Nongovernmental Organizations at the 

Regional and National Levels," presented by the Director of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau; 

Considering Decision 8 of the 77th Session of the Executive Board of WHO, which requests 

the Regional Committees of WHO to examine Section 5 of the Working Principles Governing 

Relations with Nongovernmental Organizations, which bears oil regional and national 

nongovernmental organizations； 

Considering that Resolution XX of the XX Pan American Sanitary Conference, "Mechanisms 
for the Establishment of Official Relations between РАНО and Inter-American Nongovernmental 
Organizations," is compatible with Section 5 of the Working Principles for Nongovernmental 
Organizations in official relations with WHO； and 

Considering that several inter-American nongovernmental organizations, which are 
equivalent to regional nongovernmental organizations, have entered into official relations 
with РАНО and maintain working relations with it, 

RESOLVES； 

1 . To express its agreement with the content of Section 5 of the WHO Working 

Principles Governing Relations with Nongovernmental Organizations contained in the Report of 

the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental Organizations of the Executive Board of WHO. 

2. To request the Director of the PASB: 

a) To report to the 79th Session of the Executive Board of WHO on Resolution XX 

of the Pan American Sanitary Conference and on the inter-American 

nongovernmental organizations in official relations with РАНО； 

b) To continue encouraging regional and national nongovernmental organizations to 
participate in application of the Strategies of Health for All by the Year 
2000, and to make use as appropriate of the working relations between the 
Organization and those nongovernmental organizations； 

c) To transmit the present resolution to the 79th Session of the Executive Board 

of rao. 
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RESOLUTION SEA/RC39/R7 ADOPTED BY THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE 

FOR SOUTH-EAST ASIA, THIRTY-NINTH SESSION 

NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 一 RELATIONS AT REGIONAL 

AND NATIONAL LEVELS 

The Regional Committee, 

Recalling resolution WHA33.17 on the important role of nongovernmental organizations in 
support of national, regional and global strategies for the achievement of Health for A l l , 
and resolution WHA38.31, highlighting the need for joint efforts on the part of governments, 
NGOs and WHO； 

Appreciating the important role and commitments of NGOs and the complementarity of 

expertise, experience and resources which they can provide, and 

Recognizing the crucial need for increased collaboration between governments, NGOs and 

WHO in order to attain the goal of Health for All by the Year 2000; 

1. URGES Member States; 

(1) to establish/strengthen/review the mechanisms facilitating effective collaboration 

with NGOs； 

(2) to involve, consult and work increasingly, with nongovernmental organizations 
active in health and health-related areas, and 

(3) to elaborate work plans of collaborative activities to be carried out over a 
specific period, and 

2. REQUESTS the Regional Director： 

(1) to support countries in assessing the established mechanisms of working relations 

between governments and NGOs at the national level, and 

(2) to support the establishment of such mechanisms and to report periodically to the 

Regional Committee on the working of the joint mechanisms. 
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REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR EUROPE, THIRTY-SIXTH SESSION： EXTRACT FROM 

SUMMARY RECORDS OF DISCUSSION ON WORKING PRINCIPLES GOVERNING WHO 

RELATIONS WITH NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR introduced the item, pointing out that it covered the decisions of 

the Thirty-ninth World Health Assembly and the seventy—seventh and seventy—eighth sessions of 

the Executive Board. 

Referring to document EUR/RC36/3 Add,1 on the working principles for the admission of 
NGOs into official relations with W H O , he explained that the Executive Board had endorsed 
those principles but only at global level - the question of regional and national NGOs 
remained to be settled. He asked the Committee to consider whether the document was 
satisfactory as it stood or whether it might need amendment. He hoped to expand the Office 1 s 
work with NGOs, since they had a major role to play in implementing the regional strategy. 
He asked the Committee to look at two aspects： that of regional and national NGOs and that 
of official and nonofficial relations. 

Dr DE SCHOUWER (Belgium) had the impression, on reading the working documents submitted, 

that positive assessment of the situation with regard to regional NGOs would take at least 

two years to complete. Given the complex nature of the subject (the situation of NGOs varied 

enormously between and even within countries), he wondered whether it might not be better to 

regard the document before the Committee as a provisional statement of intent and to decide, 

in two years 1 time, whether it should be made the rule. Taking an immediate decision might 

raise problems that would prove difficult to solve at a later date. 

Mrs JAKAB (Hungary), referring to document EUR/RC36/3 A d d . l , said that her delegation 
welcomed the idea of further developing collaboration between WHO and N G O s . Those 
organizations could play an extremely important role in implementing the health for all 
strategy, and such collaboration would help to avoid any overlapping of efforts. She was in 
full agreement with the comments of the secretariat of the Regional Office concerning 
regional NGOs, and she felt it would be extremely useful to give a summary in the Regional 
Director 1 s annual report of the collaboration existing between the Regional Office and 
regional NGOs. 

With regard to national NGOs, it was much more difficult for the Regional Office to 

collaborate effectively with so m a n y . Once a precedent had been set, the Office would be 

overrun with requests for the establishment of official relations. It would nevertheless be 

possible and extremely useful for official relations to be established with the federation of 

NGOs in any given country, through the health ministry of that country. National NGOs 

carried out many useful activities relevant to the regional health for all strategy and 

policy, and such collaboration would be important for both sides• In Hungary, for example, 

the health administration made full use of national NGOs through their federation. They were 

involved in all kinds of activity (planning, development, implementation, monitoring and 

evaluation) and the system worked very w e l l . She was convinced that the Regional Office could 

make equally good use of national NGOs by working with them in a similar manner. 

Dr HYZLER (United Kingdom), also referring to document EUR/RC36/3 Add.l, wished to know 

what was being asked of Member States. There were a number of categories of NGOs at regional 

and national levels, and also global federations in official relations with W H O , and he was 

unsure what procedures the Regional Committee was being asked to debate. 

The REGIONAL DIRECTOR, in answer to an earlier question by Dr de Schouwer, said that the 

Regional Committee was not expected to decide on new rules to govern relations with NGOs but 

was merely to advise the Executive Board and the World Health Assembly on the subject. It 

w o u l d , of course, later have to determine for its own purposes whether to enter into 

relations with individual regional and national NGOs should the Assembly adopt the suggested 

new rules. 



EB79/NGO/WP/1 
page 15 

Annex 2(D) 

He would also take into account the suggestion by the representative of Hungary that 
more information on the activities of NGOs should be contained in his report. He agreed that 
the Committee ran the risk of being deluged by requests from n a t i o n a l NGOs and believed that 
the suggestion to concentrate on national federations of NGOs was an interesting idea. 

The point raised by the representative of the United Kingdom was covered in paragraph 

5.1 of document EUR/RC36/3 Add.l.* 

Dr HYZLER (United K i n g d o m ) … r e v e r t i n g to the question of relations with N G O s , said 

the Regional Committee should consider individual cases but that ultimately it was for the 

Executive Board to decide whether such relations should be established. 

Dr DE SCHOUWER (Belgium) considered that Dr Asvall's proposals on NGOs went much too 

far, and he felt that the expression "non-associated NGOs in the regions" should be clarified. 

The CHAIRMAN inquired w h e t h e r , in the light of the foregoing discussion, the Committee 

was prepared to make a recommendation on the principles for establishing relations with 

nongovernmental organizations. 

Sir JOHN REID (United Kingdom) said that the matter was extremely complex and raised 

constitutional and legal problems. He therefore suggested that the Committee should transmit 

to the Executive Board for its meeting in January 1987 a full transcript of the views 

expressed on the m a t t e r . The Board could then take a reasoned decision on the proposal or 

decide whether the proposal needed to be revised. 

It was so agreed. 

Also in paragraph 5.1 of the revised Working Principles. 
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RESOLUTION EM/RC33/R.12 ADOPTED BY THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 

EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN, THIRTY-THIRD SESSION 

RELATIONS WITH NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS AT 
REGIONAL AND NATIONAL LEVELS 

The Regional Committee, 

Having considered the report on relations with non-governmental organizations at the 

Regional and national levels (EM/RC33/9)； 

Considering the important role that non-governmental organizations (NGOs) can play in 

the implementation of Health for All strategies at the Regional and national levels； 

REQUESTS the Regional Director; 

1. to establish working relations with a selected number of Regional or national NGOs; 

2. to develop relations with these NGOs on the basis of plans of work covering 
approximately two years; 

3. to review the experience gained at the end of the period and report thereon to the 
Regional Committee. 
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RESOLUTION WPR/RC37.R8 ADOPTED BY THE REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR 

THE WESTERN PACIFIC, THIRTY-SEVENTH SESSION 

WAYS OF STRENGTHENING THE MECHANISMS OF COLLABORATION OF 

NATIONAL AND REGIONAL NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS WITH WHO 

The Regional Committee, 

Taking note of resolution WHA38.31, in particular operative paragraph 5; 

Having considered the report of the Sub-Committee on Programmes and Technical 

Cooperation;1 

Recognizing the significance of the real and potential contribution of nongovernmental 

organizations to health development at both regional and national levels; 

Noting that all the sections of the Revised Working Principles governing relations with 

nongovernmental organizations drafted by the Standing Committee on Nongovernmental 

Organizations of the Executive Board were endorsed by the latter at its seventy-seventh 

session in January 1986 with the exception of section 5 concerning relations at regional and 

national levels； 

1. URGES Member States to take all necessary steps to promote better coordination and to 
develop collaborative activities with nongovernmental organizations, including the 
preparation of an inventory of nongovernmental organizations and the improvement of 
communication； 

2. REQUESTS the Regional Director； 

(1) to establish for a two-year trial period a mechanism for the development of working 

relations with selected regional and national nongovernmental organizations, based on an 

agreed plan of work over a specified period of time, within the framework of the 

procedure set out in section 2.4 of the Revised Working Principles governing relations 

with nongovernmental organizations； 

(2) to report to the Regional Committee at its fortieth session oil the experience 
gained at the end of the two-year trial period with a view to the formulation of 
detailed guiding principles governing relations with nongovernmental organizations at 
regional and national levels. 

1 Document WPR/RC37/9. 


