
O R G A N I S A T I O N M O N D I A L E D E L A S A N T É 

WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION EB79/NGO/WP/6 

12 December 1986 

RESTRICTED 

EXECUTIVE BOARD � 

Seventy-ninth Session 

APPLICATION FROM AN INTERNATIONAL NONGOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION 
REQUESTING OFFICIAL RELATIONS WITH W H O 1 

1. Name of the international nongovernmental organization 

(hereinafter referred to as "the organization") 

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF DIETETIC INCLUDING ALL INFANT AND YOUNG CHILDREN FOOD 
INDUSTRIES (ISDI) 
FEDERATION INTERNATIONALE DES INDUSTRIES DES PRODUITS DIETETIQUES INCLUANT TOUS LES 
ALIMENTS DE L'ENFANCE (ISDI) 

2. Address of headquarters and name of person to whom correspondence should be addressed 

Mr Johan Ganzevoort 
Secretary-General 
International Society of Dietetic including all 

Infant and Young Children Food Industries 
194, rue de Rivoli 
F - 75001 Paris 

3. General objectives 

- T o develop a common policy relative to minimum composition, utilization, labelling and 
marketing of foods for special dietary uses, including foods for infants and young children. 

- T o promote high ethical standards for the marketing of all foods for special dietary 
uses. 

- T o respect the aim and principles of the WHO International Code of Marketing of 
Breast-milk Substitutes. 

- T o foster cooperation with international institutions and organizations such as the 
World Health Organization (WHO), the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations 
(FAO), and the Joint FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme and Codex Alimentarius Commission. 

- T o deal with questions of general interest relating to all foods for special dietary 
uses. 

1 As submitted by the applicant on 7 July 1986, Information completed by the 
applicant in November/December 1986. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the 
nongovernmental organization itself in its application and do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers 
or boundaries. 
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4. Main activities 

一 Make industry's technical expertise available to international, governmental arid 
nongovernmental organizations, with regard to food standards (e.g. standards currently 
elaborated by the Codex Alimentarius Commission). 

- P r o v i d e advice to member associations on policy matters regarding the appropriate 
marketing and compositional standards of food for special dietary uses (e.g. infant foods, 
and foods for young children)• 

- D e v e l o p policies, and seek consensus by the industry as a whole for such policies, based 
on relevant international and national codes of practice. 

- C o l l e c t and disseminate information relating to the whole area of foods for special 

dietary uses, including infant and young child feeding. 

5. How do the objectives and activities of the organization relate to the General Programme 
of Work of WHO? 

The manufacturers, represented by ISDI member associations, market products to meet the 
specific dietary and nutritional needs of different groups of the population including those 
of healthy infants and young children, the elderly, and people of all ages who suffer from 
metabolic disorders, nutritional deficiency diseases, and all those who, for any reason, 
require specially adapted foods. 

Since adequate nutrition is a vital parameter in the strategies for attaining the 
objective of Health for All by the Year 2000, it is clear that the industry has an important 
role to play. We believe that the expertise in technical and marketing matters of ISDI 1s 
member associations and their knowledge of foods for special dietary uses, the specific needs 
of various groups of the population, and their experience in communication with health 
professionals, can make a valuable contribution to achieving the goals set in the WHO 
programme of work. 

ISDI is already playing an important role in the implementation of WHO recommendations 
in the field of infant and young child feeding by providing a representative and professional 
body capable of conducting a permanent and constructive dialogue between WHO and the 
industry. Such dialogue, complemented by permanent consultation with many WHO Member States, 
will also contribute to achieving the goal of adequate nutrition and fighting against 
malnutrition, especially in the developing world. 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 

(a) Please list activities which the organization has carried out jointly with WHO 
during the preceding period of working relations 

- J o i n t FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme： Since 1965, technical expertise on foods for 
special dietary uses has been given by ISDI at the sessions of the Codex Committee on Foods 
for Special Dietary Uses, inter alia in the working groups on additives, etc. ISDI is 
invited to participate in all sessions, the last having been held in January and October 1986. 

一 Maternal and Child Health： 

(i) Resolution WHA34.23 concerning the nutritional value and safety of products 
specifically intended for infant and young child feeding. Since 1982 industry has had 
close working relations with WHO concerning this resolution. It has provided technical 
data and expertise on the composition and analysis of different kinds of infant 
formula. In so doing industry contributed to the drafting by WHO of a research protocol 
for evaluating possible deterioration in nutritional value and safety of infant formula 
of the types most commonly marketed in developing countries with tropical climates. 

(ii) Resolution WHA37.30 concerning infant and young child nutrition. There has been an 
ongoing informal dialogue with the maternal and child health programme on the issues 
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raised by this resolution. The International Association of Infant Food Manufacturers (IFM), 
which represents some 36 leading companies active in the manufacture of infant foods 
throughout the world, is the member association of ISDI responsible for formulating policy on 
infant feeding matters. IFM has agreed with WHO on the need to prevent inappropriate use of 
foods which could, under certain circumstances, undermine efforts to protect and promote 
breast-feeding. IFM members have given careful consideration to specific problems brought to 
their attention and have unanimously adopted policy guidelines, for universal application, 
concerning; 

* follow-on foods such as follow-up milks, cereal-based and other weaning foods, which are 
generally intended for use after 4-6 months of life when breast milk alone is no longer 
adequate to sustain the normal infant's nutritional requirements； 

* fluids such as juices and herbal tea drinks, which are not to be marketed for use as 
partial or total replacements for breast milk. Juices and herbal tea drinks are in 
principle not intended for use before the first 4-6 months, except in countries where 
such use is in conformity with established practice and/or medical needs; 

* the encouragement, wherever possible, of the use of feeding methods which are deemed 

physiologically appropriate and which minimize interference with the sucking reflex； 

* cooperation with WHO and national health authorities in the production and promotion of 
appropriate educational materials for the purpose of providing objective and consistent 
information on infant nutrition, in line with the principles and aim of the 
International Code. 

In defining these guidelines, IFM seeks to contribute effectively to the realization of 
the aim of the WHO Code, which is the provision of safe and adequate nutrition for infants. 
IFM is committed to pursuing the constructive and positive dialogue it has begun with WHO on 
these matters. The policy outlined above is endorsed by the member associations of ISDI as a 
whole including, in particular, support for the aim and principles of the Code. 

(iii) Model scheme for evaluation of infant food marketing practices in the context of 
the International Code of Marketing of Breast-milk Substitutes. This model scheme, 
which was developed by the WHO Regional Office for Europe for the use of the Member 
States of this Region, provides a framework for governments to collect pertinent 
information on marketing practices in relation to implementation of the International 
Code. Detailed consultations were held with IFM during its elaboration by the WHO 
Regional Office for Europe (1983/4). 

(b) Please specify those programmes and activities of WHO with which the organization 
will wish to be associated in future, together with details of any planned 
collaborative activities with WHO 

- F o o d safety: Education for the correct and safe use of foods for special dietary uses 
is already a primary concern of the manufacturers of dietetic foods, which are always 
prepacked. Continuing contacts with the WHO Programme Manager may create opportunities to 
cooperate in an appropriate way. ISDI looks forward to keeping in touch with developments in 
this field. 

- J o i n t FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme： The existing collaboration since 1965 in the 
elaboration of standards in foods for special dietary uses should be maintained, all the more 
since the experts of the organization have the knowledge of the technologies which are used, 
and the technical data without which a standard cannot be developed. 

- M a t e r n a l and Child Health： Through IFM, ISDI would like to continue to be associated 
with WHO in the following specific areas： 

(i) Nutritional value and safety of products specifically intended for infant and young 
child feeding (Resolution WHA34.23). 
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(ii) Infant and young child feeding and nutrition (Resolutions WHA37.30 and WHA39.28), 
in particular the following specific areas： 

* To study with WHO and recognized professional bodies the most effective ways of 
encouraging appropriate use of follow-on foods that are compatible with national 
nutrition policies, that is, to ensure that foods and drinks other than breast milk are 
neither encouraged nor promoted for use by infants in the period before complementary 
feeding is required. ISDI continues to participate in discussions of the Codex 
Committee on Foods for Special Dietary Uses on the development of a proposed draft 
Standard for Follow-up Foods for Older Infants and Young Children. 

* To cooperate with WHO and recognized professional bodies as regards new and improved 

feeding methods, in particular those which minimize interference with the sucking reflex 

* To collaborate with WHO and national health authorities in the production and promotion 
of appropriate educational materials for the purpose of providing objective and 
consistent information on infant nutrition, in line with the principles and aim of the 
International Code of Marketing of Breast-Milk Substitutes. 

- N u t r i t i o n： In WHO's Nutrition Global Medium-Term Programme reference is made to "the 
absence of nutrition training facilities in most countries ... Even when such training 
facilities exist in some countries, the contents of nutrition training are quite often based 
on foreign material and not task-oriented or related to specific needs". The training 
facilities are in many instances the concern of national governments. But ISDI members are 
willing to share their experience in communicating specific and task-oriented messages. 

- H e a l t h of the Elderly： We understand that WHO fs programme activities in this field will 
aim (i) at fostering action so that advisory bodies can identify priority health programmes 
of the elderly, and (ii) at promoting relevant and human policies and programmes for their 
health and social welfare. In particular, this programme contains provision for a "Study of 
the influence of dietary factors on health of the aging and promotion of research on this 
topic". ISDI can play an important role in bringing together industry experts in order to 
define specific nutritional and compositional standards for foods intended for the elderly. 
Some progress has already been made by exchange of information. Other ways of collaborating 
are being explored. 

7. (a) Does the organization advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

The organization advocates the use of foodstuffs for special dietary uses, owing to 
their special composition or manufacturing process, and suitable for the claimed nutritional 
purposes. A particular nutritional use must fulfil the particular nutritional requirements 
(i) of certain categories of persons whose digestive processes or metabolism are disturbed, 
or (ii) of certain categories of persons who are in a special physiological condition and who 
are therefore able to obtain special benefit from a controlled consumption of certain 
substances in foodstuffs. 

Examples of these foodstuffs for special dietary uses are: 

- L o w and reduced energy foods 
一 Foods for diabetics 

-"Medical" foods, including tube feeding 
- W e a n i n g foods 
-Gluten-free foods 
- L o w sodium foods, etc. 

It also advocates the use, when necessary, of breast-milk substitutes formulated in 
conformity with WHO/FAO standards and recommendations, in line with the objective of the WHO 
Code (to contribute to the provision of safe and adequate nutrition for infants, by the 
protection and promotion of breast-feeding, and by ensuring the proper use of breast-milk 
substitutes, when these are necessary, on the basis of adequate information and through 
appropriate marketing and distribution). 
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(b) Has the organization any special reservations as to treatment or health procedures? 

No. 

8. History 

ISDI, as the International Secretariat for the Dietetic Industry, (its original name), 
was founded in 1965, with the aim of establishing an effective working relationship between 
industry and the Codex Alimentarius Commission. 

From the beginning of the activities of the Codex Committee for Foods for Special 

Dietary Uses, ISDI was considered as the international organization representative for the 

industry. 

In February 1984, its basis was broadened to include a larger number of associations 
worldwide, representing； (i) dietetic food industries at the national level, and 
(ii) manufacturers f associations at the international level, representing specific industry 
sectors (such as infant foods). ISDI has official observer status with the Codex 
Alimentarius Commission. 

ISDI 1 s member association representing manufacturers of infant foods, the International 
Association of Infant Food Manufacturers (IFM), was founded in February 1984. This member 
organization of ISDI is a much broader-based organization than the earlier International 
Council of Infant Food Industries (ICIFI), which was founded in 1974 and had informal working 
relations with WHO up to 1983 when it was disbanded. The new organization, IFM, deals with 
all infant foods, and has 36 members (see Annex 2). 

9. Membership 

The list of member/affiliated organizations of ISDI is attached as Annex 1. 

All member organizations pay a membership contribution, including corresponding members 
(marked "C" in the list). In addition, corresponding members receive all documents, and 
attend working parties on invitation. However they do not have the right to vote, nor to be 
represented in the Council of Presidents. 

10. Is the organization affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization, 
or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

ISDI has official observer status with the Codex Alimentarius Commission of the Joint 

FAO/WHO Food Standards Programme. 

11. Address of branch/regional offices 

The national associations, members of ISDI, act as Branch Offices. The ISDI 
the European Community have a regional office for EEC issues: the Association of 
Foods Industries of the EEC (IDACE), 194 rue de Rivoli, 75001 Paris. 

12. Structure 

members of 
Dietetic 

ISDI General Assembly meets once a year (last meeting: 13 November 1985). 

ISDI Council of Presidents meets when need arises (last meeting of a working group of 
the Council of Presidents： 8 April 1986). 

(i) For sectors where no manufacturers 1 association has been formed： 

The ISDI General Assembly establishes the main policy directives to be followed. 
The Council of Presidents takes all policy decisions following these main 
directives. The decisions are then communicated to the ISDI members. 
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(ii) For sectors where a manufacturers f association exists： Broad directives on policy 
are defined by the General Assemblies of the Member associations. The Executive 
Committee of the Member associations takes all policy decisions following these 
broad directives. 

13• Officers 

President； Erhard Wigand (FRG) 
Vice-President： Beat Hodler (Switzerland) 
Secretary-General: Johan Ganzevoort (Netherlands) 

Total number of paid officers： 1 
Other administrative staff: 1 full time, 4 shared with other similar associations 
housed in the same building• 

14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership on 
matters concerned with the stated purposes of the organization? 

Yes. 

15. Finances 

Financial statements of the organization for 1984 and 1985 have been submitted.1 

16. Publications and Documentation-^ 
& 17. 

The 

The 

organization does not issue any external 

statutes in French and English have been 

publications. 

submitted.1 

..eld by the WHO Secretariat. 
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ANNEX 1 

List of members of the International Society of Dietetic including all Infant and Young 
Children Food Industries (ISDI) 一 ““ 

Association Address Number of 
companies 
which are 

represented 

Full (F) 
or 

corresp, 
member (C) 

GROCERY MANUFACTURERS OF 
AUSTRALIA LTD 

VERBAND DER NAHRMITTEL-
INDUSTRIE 

P.O. Box 166 
St. Leonards, NSW 2065 
Australia 

Postfach 144 
1037 Wien 
Austria 

10 

ASSOCIATION BELGE DU SECTEUR 
DES ALIMENTS DE L'ENFANCE ET 
DES ALIMENTS DIETETIQUES 

ASSOCIACAO BRASILEIRA DAS 
INDUSTRIAS DA ALIMENTACAO 

FORENINGEN AF PRODUCENTER I 
DANMARK AF LEVNEDSMIDLER 
BESTEMT TIL SAERLIG ERNAERING 

172 Av. de Cortenbergh 
1040 Bruxelles 
Belgium 

Av. Nove de Juhlo, 3452 
01406 Sao Paulo SP 
Brazil 

Kastelsvej 11 
2100 Copenhagen 
Denmark 

12 

28 

SYNDICAT NATIONAL DES 
FABRICANTS D'ALIMENTS 
DIETETIQUES ET DE REGIME 

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF INFANT FOOD MANUFACTURERS 
(IFM) 

ASSOCIATION DES FABRICANTS 
DE LAITS DE CONSERVE DES 
PAYS DE LA C.E.E. 

BUNDESVERBAND DER DIATETISCHEN 
LEBENSMITTELINDUSTRIE 

ASSOCIATION OF INFANT FOODS 
ENTERPRISES OF GREECE 

194, rue de 
75001 Paris 
France 

194, rue de 
75001 Paris 
France 

Rivoli 

Rivoli 

140, boulevard Haussmann 
75008 Paris 

France 

Postfach 12 55 
6380 Bad Homburg v.d. Hohe 
Federal Rep. of Germany 

18 L. Kifissias 
11710 Athenes 
Greece 

Maroussi 

62 

36 

10 

70 

IRISH DAIRY INDUSTRIES 
ASSOCIATION 

Confederation House 
Kildare Street 
Dublin 2 
Ireland 

ASS0CIAZI0NE ITALIANA 
INDUSTRIALI PR0D0TTI 
ALIMENTARI 

Via Pietro Verri 8 
20121 Milano 
Italy 

25 F 
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VERENIGING VAN NEDERLANDSE 
FABRIKANTEN VAN KINDEREN 
BIEETVOEDINGSMIDDELEN 

Raamweg 44 
2596 HN La Haye 
Netherlands 

17 

DE CONDENSVERENIGING 

NEW ZEALAND GROCERY 
MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 

Postbus 85868 
2508 CN's-Gravenhage 

Industry House 
38-44 Courtenay Place 
P.O. Box 9130 
Wellington 
New Zealand 

ASOCIACION DE INDUSTRIALES 
LACTEOS - PERU 

Av. Arequipa 2450 
Piso 12 - Oficina 1209 
Lince, Lima 14 
Peru 

ASSOCIATION NATIONALE DE 
L'INDUSTRIE DIETETIQUE 

ASSOCIATION DES FABRICANTS 
SUISSES DE PRODUITS 
ALIMENTAIRES 

INTERNATIONAL FRUCTOSE 
ASSOCIATION 

Lr. S. Sebastiao da Pedreira 31 
1000 Lisbon 

Portugal 

Elfenstrasse 19 
3006 Bern 
Switzerland 

с/о XYROFIN LTD 
Seestrasse 5 - Postfach 157 
6301 Zug 
Switzerland 

FEDERATION OF SWEDISH 

FOOD INDUSTRIES 

Storgatan 19 - Box 5501 
11485 Stockholm 
Sweden 

FOOD & DRINK FEDERATION 6 Catherine Street 
London WC2B 5JJ 
UK 

16 

GROCERY MANUFACTURERS 
OF AMERICA 

1010 Wisconsin Avenue, NW 
Suite 800 
Washington, D.C. 20007 
USA 

21 
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List of members of the International Association of Infant Food Manufacturers (IFM) 

Name Address 

BRISTOL MYERS 

C. C. FRIESLAND 

COBERCO LEO DE WINTER 

345 Park Avenue 

New York, N.Y. 10015 

Postbus 226 
Pieter Stuyvesantweg 1 
8901 MA Leeuwarden 

P.O. Box 15483 
Pringsengracht 770-772 
1001 MK Amsterdam 

United States 
of America 

Netherlands 

Netherlands 

COLGATE MEDICAL 1 Fairacres Estate 
Dedworth Road 
Windsor 

Berkshire SL4 4LE 

United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

DIADAL 

DUMEX 

GALACTINA 

FARLEY HEALTH PRODUCTS 

Kloosterstraat 11 
1890 Opwijk 

Prags Boulevard 37 
2300 Copenhagen 

Birkenweg 1-8 
3123 Belp 

Torr Lane 
Plymouth PL3 UA 

Belgium 

Denmark 

Switzerland 

United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

GALLIA 126-130 r. Jules Guesde 

92302 Levallois-Perret 

France 

GLAXO CANADA 1025 The Queensway 
Toronto M8Z 5S6 

Canada 

GLAXO INDIA 

GLAXO ORIENT 

HEINZ 

HIPP 

Dr Annie Besant Road 
Bombay 400025 

13-05 Goldhill Square 
101 Thomson Road 
Singapore 1130 

P.O. Box 57 
Pittsburgh 
Pennsylvania 15230 

Mlinchener Strasse 32 
Postfach 111 
8068 Pfaffenhofen 

India 

Singapore 

United States 
of America 

Federal Republic 
of Germany 

HOLLAND CANNED MILK NCB Laan 80 
Postbus 250 
5460 AG Veghel (NB) 

Netherlands 
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HUMANA MILCHWERKE WESTFALEN 

LEWIS WOOLF GRIPTIGHT 

LIJEMPF 

MAEIL DAIRY INDUSTRY 

MEIJI MILK PRODUCTS 

MILUPA 

NESTLE 

NEW ZEALAND DAIRY BOARD 

NUTRICIA/COW & GATE 

ORDESA 

ORION - CHYMOS 

OSTERREICHISCHER MOLKEREI-
UND KASEREIVERBAND GmbH 
(OEMOLK) 

POWELL AND SCHOLEFIELD 

SARI HUSADA 

SEMPER 

SNOWBRAND MILK PRODUCTS 

SOPHARGA 

UNIASA EDDA 

Bielefelder Strasse 66 
Postfach 1952 
4900 Herford 

144 Oakfield Road 
Selly Oak 
Birmingham B29 7EE 

P.O. Box 406 
Sixmastraat 3 
8901 BE Leeuwarderi 

162-1 Changchung-Dong 
2 ~ Ka - Jung-Ku 
Seoul 

3-6, Kyobashi 2-chome 
Chou-ku 
Tokyo 104 

Bahristrasse 14-30 
6382 Friedrichsdorf/Taunus 

1800 - Vevey 

P.O. Box 417 
Wellington 

Postbus 1 
2700 MA Zoetermeer 

Lepanto 410 
Barcelona 25 

P.O. Box 9 
53101 Lappeenranta 10 

Werdertorgasse 5 
Postfach 116 
1013 Wien 

38 Queensland Street 
Liverpool L7 3JG 

Jl. Kusumanegara 
Tromolpos 37 
Yogyakarta 55002 

Box 23142 
10435 Stockholm 

13 Honshio-cho 
Shinjuku-ku 
Tokyo 

5 rue Bellini 
92806 Puteaux 

Camino de Purchil s/n 
Apartado de correos 228 
Granada 

Federal Republic 
of Germany 

United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

Netherlands 

Republic of Korea 

Japan 

Federal Republic 
of Germany 

Switzerland 

New Zealand 

Netherlands 

Spain 

Finland 

Austria 

United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland 

Indonesia 

Sweden 

Japan 

France 

Spain 
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VALIO FINNISH CO-OPERATIVE Kalevankatu 56 
00180 Helsinki 

Finland 

WANDER Monbijoustrasse 115 
3001 Bern 

Switzerland 

WYETH INTERNATIONAL P.O. Box 8616 
Philadelphia, PA 19101 

United States 

of America 


