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In accordance with agreed procedures, the Director-General submits 
hereunder a formal report received from the United Nations Joint 
Inspection Unit for the Executive Board's consideration. 

1. The Director-General is pleased to transmit to the Board, together with his comments, 
the following Report prepared by the United Nations Joint Inspection Unit (JIU):1 

United Nations development system support to the implementation of the Buenos Aires plan 

of action on technical cooperation among developing countries (document JIU/REP/85/3 -

Annex I to this document). 

2. This report provides a useful and thorough overall analysis of technical cooperation 
among developing countries (TCDC) as seen from the perspective of the United Nations system 
and quite appropriately highlights the difficulties of assessing and evaluating in tangible, 
quantitative terms the promotion of and support to TCDC activities by the United Nations 
system. 

3. In addition to the areas covered by the report, WHO has given considerable attention to 
TCDC, which was reflected in the Director-General 1 s progress report to the recent World 
Health Assembly, entitled "Technical cooperation among developing countries in support of the 
goal of health for all" (document A39/5). WHO considers that it can effectively carry out 
its supportive role only if the concerned countries are the main initiators and executors of 
TCDC actions. In view of the fact that only 1.6% of the total of national indicative 
planning figures has been allocated to TCDC, the need is envisaged to evaluate the commitment 
to TCDC by developing countries, particularly with respect to the practical implications of 
undertaking such activities. 

4. In recommendation 5(a), page 35 of the report, JIU advocates the earmarking of 10% of 
each organization's technical cooperation resources for TCDC activities. This would be 
difficult to envisage in WHO since the Organization has a regular budget within which a large 
proportion of its funds are allocated for country cooperation in different technical areas. 
The Seventh General Programme of Work of WHO and its medium-term programmes emphasize TCDC as 
an approach to the whole of its work. 

1 The annexes mentioned are attached only to the copies of this document distributed 

to members of the Executive Board. 
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5. As the report refers to the United Nations system as a whole, the executive heads of the 
organizations concerned agreed to comment jointly through the Administrative Committee on 
Coordination (ACC). WHO's observations are reflected in those of A C C , with which the 
Director-General concurs, and which are reproduced in Annex II to this document (United 
Nations document A/40/656/Add.1). 

Suggested action by the Board 

6. In the light of the present report by the Director-General, the Executive Board may wish 

to express, in the form of a decision, its thanks to the Inspectors for their work and its 

agreement, or otherwise, with the Director-General rs comments. 


