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Name of the international nongovernmental organization 
(hereinafter referred to as "the organization") 

The International Association of Lions Clubs 
Association Internationale des Lions Clubs 
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known as： Lions Clubs International 

Address of headquarters and name of person to whom correspondence should be addressed 

Mr Roy Schaetzel 
Executive Administrator 
Lions Clubs International 
300, 22nd Street 
Oak Brook, Illinois 60570-0001 
United States of America 

3. General objectives 

The purpose and major objective 
Serve" - to provide service wherever 

of the organization is embodied in the motto "We 
needed. The specific objectives of the Association are: 

- t o create and foster a spirit of understanding among the peoples of the world; 

- t o promote the principles of good government and good citizenship； 

- t o take an active interest in the civic, cultural, social and moral welfare of the 
community; 

to unite the clubs 
understanding; 

to provide a forum 
provided, however, 
by club members； 

the bonds of friendship, good fellowship and mutual 

for the open discussion of all matters of public interest; 
that partisan politics and sectarian religion shall not be debated 

1 Submitted by the applicant on 7 August 1985. 

The designations employed in this document are those which have been used by the 
nongovernmental organization itself in its application and do not imply the expression of any 
opinion whatsoever on the part of the Secretariat concerning the legal status of any country, 
territory, city or area or of its authorities or concerning the delimitation of its frontiers 
or boundaries. 



-to encourage service-minded men to serve their community without personal financial 
reward, and to encourage efficiency and promote high ethical standards in commerce, 
industry, professions, public works and private endeavours• 

4. What are the main activities of the organization? 

Lions Clubs International works through its member clubs in 159 countries, territories 
or geographical areas of the world to provide service wherever needed. The major service 
commitments of Lionism through 1990 are Drug Awareness and Diabetes Awareness. 

Other major service activities of Lionism are： 

-Sight Conservation and Work with the Blind 
-Hearing and Speech Action and Work with the Deaf 
-Environmental Services 
-Leo Club Programme 
-Youth Exchange Programme 
-Lioness Club Programme 
-International Relations Prográmme 

Other activities of Lionism are： citizenship services; educational services; health 
services； social services； recreational services； public services and international youth 
camps* 

5. How do the objectives and acjtiyities of the organization relate to the General Programme 
of Work of WHO? 

The dedication of Lions to serving the needs of others is perhaps nowhere more evident 
than in the role which numerous Lions, Lionesses and Leos play in attempting to make primary 
health care universally accessible to individuals and families around the world• In keeping 
with the Declaration of Alma-Ata, Lions have focused upon the essential elements of primary 
health care .by stressing educat'ion concirning prevailing health problems and methods of 
preventing and controlling them, specifically through: promotion of food supply and proper 
nutrition； adequate supply of safe and sufficient water; maternal and child health care; 
immunization against major infectious diseases； prevention and control of locally endemic 
diseases; appropriate treatment of common diseases and injuries; and provision of essential 
drugs, while emphasizing the dangers of using illegal and illicit drugs. 

In addition, as an organization our members have been extremely active in collaborative 
activities at international, regional and country levels regarding: women as providers of 
primary health care in the communities (especially relevant through the Lioness Clubs 
programme in Latin American countries); disability prevention and rehabilitation (especially 
emphasized in the United States of America, Canada, and Europe)； and implementation of safe 
and sufficient water supplies (key focus on the African continent and India)• 

Although the nature and kind of activities conducted by Lions Clubs vary from country to 
country and culture to culture, Lions Clubs in all countries are interested in the 
establishment of proper health care programmes and facilities. Some Clubs directly support 
primary health care and training programmes for "Barefoot Doctors" in developing areas of the 
world; some are interested primarily in establishing clinics and medical facilities for 
treatment; others devote themselves to a more sophisticated effort to further research in 
specific medical fields, such as sight restoration or disease control• In addition. Lions 
Clubs throughout the world continually conduct sight, hearing, and general health 
screenings - often coupled with blood donor campaigns• 

Many of our Lions Clubs in various areas of the world have established Eye Banks• Some 
are currently working on establishing Temporal Bone and Organ Donor Banks• In addition, 
through the Lions Interclub Programme, Lions from industrialized and affluent areas provide 
medicines and needed supplies to developing areas of the world. Some of these programmes are 
rather extensive: for instance, the Lions of Sweden have been responsible for establishing 
and completely supporting a hospital in the Peruvian Amazon, Hospital Ámazonico. 



Guided by information provided by the World Health Organization, the International 
Association is continually seeking ways in which developed countries of the world can be of 
further assistance to all those in need, especially those in the developing areas of the 
world• Two of the main concerns for these individuals are reflected in the nutritional needs 
and medical needs programmes conducted by the Association. The Association has established 
accounts to help fund a programme to eliminate Vitamin A deficiency in children in the 
developing areas. Similarly, funds have been established to assist the unfortunate refugees 
who are forced to flee from their homelands because of political or natural disasters• 

In addition to the programmes conducted by Clubs on an individual basis, or by those of 
Districts on a similar basis, our organization has a Lions Clubs International Foundation and 
a working relationship with CARE (Cooperative for American Relief Everywhere), UNICEF, and 
other international agencies involved in medical and relief work to help provide health care 
where needed. Many different health projects are carried out in their own countries by Lions 
Clubs all over the world. 

6. Specific interest with reference to the work of WHO 
(A) Please list the activities which the organization has carried out jointly with WHO 

during the preceding period of working relations 

Since June 1979, Lions Clubs International has been working closely with WHO, first on 
an information exchange basis, and then with the direct involvement of specific individuals 
to implement particular programmes• In 1981, the liaison of Lions Clubs International to 
UNESCO, Dr Jean Hutinel, met with WHO staff to identify methods of working with WHO. At the 
suggestion of WHO to increase regional contacts, the International President of Lions 
appointed liaison officers to the six regional branches of WHO in Washington, Copenhagen, 
Alexandria, Brazzaville, New Delhi, and Manila, These appointments were made during fiscal 
years 1981 through 1983, In October 1982, the manager of the International Activities and 
Programme Development Division of Lions Clubs International again met with WHO staff in 
Geneva to further explore the kinds of programmes in which we were mutually engaged• 

Typical of the kind of cooperative endeavours that resulted because of the appointments 
to regional WHO offices was the initiation of an active programme in the field of drug 
awareness with the WHO Regional Office for Europe. A European Lion meeting in Lugano took 
place from 21-23 October 1982, followed by a Nordic meeting in Gothenburg on 14 January 1983 
in which WHO Regional Office staff participated actively. Subsequently, our Lion 
representative to that WHO Regional Office attended the WHO Workshop on Prevention and 
Treatment of Drug Dependence, Belgium, September 1983• 

During March 1982, the International Understanding and Programmes Committee of the 
International Board of Directors met in New York with the representative of the WHO Liaison 
Office with the United Nations. As a result of cooperation between that office and the 
Pan American Health Organization (РАНО), a list of health projects in which Lions could 
participate was compiled and promoted at the Lions Clubs International Convention Seminar on 
Health For All in June 1984. 

At a subsequent meeting at РАНО Headquarters with the Lions Division Manager, 
John Stewart, a joint venture in South America was agreed to between РАНО and Lions• 
Specifically, the programme focused on the involvement of Lions in Panama and Colombia to 
work toward greater educational awareness of primary health needs. 

In February 1983, Lions Clubs International entered into a working relationship with 
WHO. As a result of that involvement, the two major commitments of Lions Clubs International 
through 1990 evolved： Drug Awareness and Diabetes Education. 

The International Association of Lions Clubs sponsored an International Symposium on 
Drug Awareness on 25 February 1983, to which the representative of WHO provided valuable 
input, along with other key international resource persons, towards the formulation of a plan 
of action for Lions Clubs International in the drug awareness field. That plan focused on 
education and prevention. 



Similarly, on 29 February to 1 March 1984, an International Symposium on Diabetes was 
held at Lions Clubs International headquarters• The representative of WHO played an 
important role in helping to formulate a long-range plan for Lions involvement in a diabetes 
awareness programme. One of the key elements of that programme is emphasis on research in 
diabetic retinopathy. To date, more than US¿ 850 000 has been distributed for diabetic 
retinopathy research. 

In addition to the specific contributions and cooperative endeavours between WHO and 
Lions Clubs International, continual contact has been maintained through our offices by the 
Liaison of Lions Clubs International to the Geneva branch of the United Nations, 
Dr Carlo Fedele. 

(B) Please specify those programmes and activities of the World Health Organization 
with which the organization will wish to be associated in future, and give details 
of planned collaborative activities with WHO 

In addition to continued activity in the field of primary health care, our Association 
plans to pursue its collaborative activities with WHO in the fields of Drug Awareness and 
Diabetes Awareness. Among the activities planned are continued cooperation with 
knowledgeable WHO experts at our "Lions Day with the United Nations" programme, and as 
speakers at seminars dealing with topics of a related nature during our International 
Conventions. For example, such sharing of information of mutual interest occurred at the 
Lions Day at the United Nations in 1985 when WHO addressed the meeting on the topic "To save 
humanity from the scourge of drugs". 

Through correspondence, personal contacts and meetings, we will continue to inform WHO 
of specific activities which materialize and seek WHO advice on how best to implement new 
projects or supplement current activities. 

7. (a) Does the organization advocate any special health measures or procedures? 

No. 

(b) Has the organization any special reservations as to treatment or health procedures? 

No. 

8. History 

The International Association of Lions Clubs began as the dream of Chicago businessman 
Melvin Jones• He believed that local business clubs should expand their horizons from purely 
business concerns to the betterment of their communities and the world at large, 

Jones* own group, the Business Circle of Chicago, agreed. After contacting similar 
groups around the country, an organizational meeting was held on 7 June 1917 at the La Salle 
Hotel in Chicago. The new group was named the International Association of Lions Clubs, and 
a convention was held in Dallas in October of that year. A constitution, by-laws, objects 
and code of ethics were approved. 

The first of the objectives of the Association represents the international aspect of 
Lionism, "To create and foster a spirit of understanding among the peoples of the world"• 
Among the elements in the code of ethics adopted in those early years was one which stated 
that no club should present the financial betterment of its members as its object. This 
belief has remained one of the main tenets of Lionism ever since. Today, the Association has 
grown to include Clubs in 159 countries, territories or geographical areas of the world• 

9. Membership 

Lions Clubs International is an organization of approximately 37 200 clubs consisting of 
1 350 000 business and professional men from 159 countries, territories and geographical 
areas of the world, whose purpose is to provide humanitarian service while uniting mankind in 



the bonds of friendship and mutual understanding• Lions sponsor Lioness Clubs for women, 
consisting of 5384 clubs and 139 984 members, and Leo Clubs for young men and women, 
consisting of 4021 clubs and 100 525 members• 

Membership in a Lions Club is open to any male person of legal majority of good moral 
character and good reputation in his community. No club may limit membership on the basis of 
race, colour, creed or national origin or impose any other condition of membership not 
specifically prescribed in the Constitution and By-laws of Lions Club International• 

(a) Membership by Constitutional Area 

The 159 countries or geographical locations of Lionism are divided into 8 constitutional 
areas. The number of clubs and individual members are listed below: 

Area No, of Clubs Members 

US and Affiliates, 
Bermuda and Bahamas 15 

Canada 1 

Mexico 
South and Central America 
and Caribbean Area 3 

Europe 6 

Orient (including the 
Philippines), and 
Southeast Asia 4 

Africa and Southwest Asia 3 

Australia, New Zealand and 
The South Pacific 1 

(b) Contributions of members 

Each Club establishes its own dues* Each member, however, pays dues of USÍ 12 to the 
International Association. 

215 561 456 

859 56 553 

436 19 858 

767 102 303 

144 202 400 

631 223 201 

237 131 727 

830 52 118 

(c) Types of membership 

The Constitution and By-laws of the International Association of Lions Clubs provides 
for a number of types of membership of which the categories "Active" and "Life Member" imply 
full membership with the right to vote and to seek election to any office in a club. 

10. Is the organization affiliated to any other international nongovernmental organization, 
or to an organization of the United Nations system? 

Lions Clubs International has consultative status with the United Nations Economic and 
Social Council (EC0S0C), and with UNESCO. Each year, the Lions International President 
appoints a representative to the UN branch in New York and in Geneva, and to UNESCO 
headquarters in Paris. In addition, the International Association of Lions Clubs has had an 
affiliation with CARE since 1957, and similarly the Lions International President appoints a 
liaison person to CARE annually. 

11. Addresses of all branch or regional offices 

The world headquarters is located in Oak Brook, Illinois, USA, There are no branch or 
regional offices• 



12. Structure 

The policy-making body is the International Board of Directors. An Executive Committee 
Is empowered to act oil behalf of the International Board of Directors when that body is not 
in session. The International Convention allows delegates and alternates attending to vote 
on policy changes and procedures. 

The International Board of Directors meets four times a year. Two of those meetings are 
held in conjunction with the annual International Convention, one preceding the Convention 
and one following it. The Convention is normally held in June or July, The other two 
meetings are held in October and March/April. The Executive Committee normally meets at the 
International Headquarters in Oak Brook, Illinois, in January, May and August of each year. 

In addition to these meetings, there are annual regional fora held throughout the world, 
annual District Conventions held by the 665 districts of Lionism and other regional or local 
meetings of Lions• 

The Executive Officers and Directors are elected at the International Convention, The 
665 District Governors are elected by the Lions within their Districts; their elections are 
confirmed by the International Board of Directors• 

13. Officers 

Executive Officers: Joseph L. Wroblewski, International President 
Forty Fort, Pennsylvania, USA 

Sten A. Akestam, 1st Vice President 
Stockholm, Sweden 

Judge Brian Stevenson, 2nd Vice President 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada 

Austin P. Jennings, 3rd Vice President 
Woodbury, Tennessee, USA 

Bert Mason, Immediate Past President 
Donaghadee, Northern Ireland 
Chairman, Lions Clubs International Foundation 

Administrative Officers: Eisa Vaintzettel, Secretary and Treasurer 
Oak Brook, Illinois, USA 

Roy Schaetzel, Executive Administrator 
Oak Brook, Illinois, USA 

None of the Executive Officers or Board of Directors receives salary. There are 
approximately 300 salaried employees at the International Headquarters and 50 Staff 
Representatives assigned throughout the world• The latter have secretarial and clerical 
assistance, thereby making a total of approximately 500 employees whose work is directly 
involved with the Association. 

14. Can officially designated representatives speak authoritatively for the membership on 
matters concerned with stated purposes of the organization? 

Yes. 

15• Finances 

These are derived from the dues paid by members, convention fees, charter fees, 
subscription and advertising income• 



16. Publications 

The LION magazine is published in 24 editions and 18 languages. The North American 
edition is published 10 times a year. Other editions vary from being published bimonthly to 
monthly. The publication is sent to every individual Lion member. 

The publications listed below are all printed in the following languages： English, 
Finnish, French, German, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Portuguese, Spanish, and Swedish. 

-Club President1 s News 
-Activities Bulletin 
Three issues a year 

-District Governor's Bulletin 
Quarterly 

-Past District Governor's Bulletin 
One issue per year 

-Leo News 
Quarterly 

-Youth Exchange News 
Semi-annual 

-Lioness Newsletter 
Quarterly 

In addition to these regularly scheduled publications, an annual Presidentfs Programme 
is issued, copies of the Convention Proceedings, Chairman Guides for 13 different Activity 
Chairman, guide materials for Club President, Secretary, Treasurer, and other Club Officers; 
and numerous informational activity guides for various service and fund-raising projects. 
Examples of the regular publications have been provided.^ 

17. Documentation 

Copies of the Constitution and By-laws in English and French have been provided as well 
as the following documentâtion:1 

-1984-1985 International Directory; 

-annual report for 1985, including financial balance sheet; 

-guide materials for the "Skills for Adolescence" programme which is currently being 
implemented in the United States of America and Canada by Lions Clubs International 
in conjunction with The Quest National Center• This programme will eventually be 
disseminated worldwide by participating Lions Clubs； 

- a Drug Awareness Kit designed for education purposes, with slides, tapes and 
literature; 

-other guides for District Chairman on drug awareness, diabetes awareness, sight and 
hearing. 

1 Held by the WHO Secretariat. 
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INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF LIONS CLUBS 

With reference to the application for admission into official relations with WHO from 
the International Association of Lions Clubs contained in document EB77/NGO/2, the attached 
supplementary information has been brought to our attention by the applicant. It relates to 
the Lions Clubs International Foundation, referred to in the last paragraph of section 5 of 
document EB77/NGO/2. Some details of the structure and objectives of the Foundation are 
given as well as of grants made. The Board may wish to take this additional information into 
consideration when examining the application. 



The following information has been transmitted to WHO by the International Association 
of Lions Clubs, in support of its application (EB77/NGO/2) for admission into official 
relations with WHO, 

The Lions Clubs International Foundation (LCIF) (Fondation International des Lions 
Clubs) is a public, non-profit, tax-exempt corporation. Its purpose is to promote human 
welfare by careful application of contributions. It is a vehicle whereby contributions, 
large and small, may accumulate to provide humanitarian service worldwide. 

LCIF is administered by an eight-member Executive Committee appointed by the President 
of Lions Clubs International with the approval of the International Board of Directors. The 
membership of the Foundation includes the Officers and the Board of Directors of the 
International Association of Lions Clubs and the Executive Committee of LCIF. 

The major objectives of the Foundation are： Disaster Relief； Humanitarian Services; 
and Vocational Assistance. A copy of the grant disbursements made from the inception of the 
Foundation (1972-1984) has been transmitted to WHO.1 

The following are a few examples of grants made: 

Refugee assistance 

Following the visit of the then International President of Lionism to Thailand in 1979 
and discussions with government leaders, sums amounting to US$ 185 000 were raised and 
donated for activities to assist refugees in Thailand. During 1981-1982 a grant of 
US$ 150 000 was given to the ÜNHCR branches in Pakistan, Somalia and Panama for assistance to 
Afghan, Ethiopian and El Salvador refugees. 

Diabetic retinopathy research 

The Lions Clubs International Foundation is also engaged in funding Diabetic Retinopathy 
research. With the assistance of the American Diabetes Association, a scientific review 
committee was established to review various research applications. Grants are restricted to 
research related to diabetic retinopathy and may be in the form of pilot and feasibility 
grants, research and developmental awards, fellowships and established investigator awards. 
The scientific review committee consists of the following: 

Robert Franks, Ph.D., Chairman (Detroit, Michigan, USA) 

Eva Kohner, M.D” Vice-Chairman (London, England) 

Lawrence Rand, M.D, (Juvenile Diabetes Foundation of Boston, Massachusetts, USA) 

Richard Ferris, Ph.D. (National Eye Institute, USA) 

Edward Horton, M.D, (American Diabetes Association of Burlington, Vermont, USA) 

A representative from the International Diabetes Foundation 

A representative from Lions Clubs International 

To date, approximately US$ 850 000.00 has been designated for diabetic retinopathy 
research. Of this amount, over US$ 600 000 has already been distributed as specific 
grants.2 

1 Held by the WHO Secretariat. 
Details of the grants are held by the WHO Secretariat. 



The involvement of Lions Clubs has not been confined to the awarding of grants, but has 
also combined research, education and care, for example in Victoria, Australia. In that 
country the Lions International Diabetes Institute, which incorporates the WHO Collaborating 
Centre for the Epidemiology of diabetes mellitus and the Mow Diabetes Education Centre, is 
engaged in research, education and treatment of both insulin-dependent (juvenile) and 
non-insulin dependent (mature onset) diabetes mellitus. The Lions International Diabetes 
Institute is the first centre of its kind and unique in Australia for range of services to 
clients and involvement of the various health professionals needed for management of 
diabetes. More than 3000 patients attend the clinical facilities each year on a regular 
basis. Health professionals throughout Australia and internationally have links to the 
Institute through education and research projects and exchange of information. 

Vitamin A Deficiency 

In conjunction with the United Nations Year of the Child, the Association established a 
special account to be used to help eliminate Vitamin A deficiency in children in the 
developing areas of the world. A total of US$ 530 670 was distributed to UNICEF• 

Many other grants have been made to both UNICEF and Helen Keller International for a 
Vitamin A programme to prevent nutritional blindness. The most recent of such grants was for 
US$ 30 000 for the Vitamin A programme to save the sight of child famine victims in Ethiopia 
and the Sudan. 


