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THIRTY-EIGHTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

FOURTH REPORT OF COMMITTEE D
During its eighth, ninth and tenth meetings held on 15 and 16 May 1985, Committee В
decided to recommend to the Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly the adoption of the
resolutions (attached) and decisions relating to the following agenda items:
33.

34.

Collaboration within the United Nations sytem
33.3

Health assistance to refugees and displaced persons in Cyprus

33.4

Health and medical assistance to Lebanon

33.2

Women, health and development

33.5

Liberation struggle in southern Africa:
Lesotho and Swaziland

33.6

Emergency health and medical assistance to drought-stricken and
famine-affected countries in Africa

assistance to the front-line States,

United Nations Joint Staff Pension Fund
34.1

Annual report of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension Board f.or 1983
The Committee decided to recommend to the Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly
that it note the status of the operation of the Joint Staff Pension Fund, as
indicated by the annual report of the United Nations Joint Staff Pension
Board for the year 1983 and as reported by the Director-General•^

34.2

Appointment of representatives to the WHO Staff Pension Committee
The Committee decided to recommend to the Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly
that Dr J. J. A. Reid should be appointed in a personal capacity, as member
of the WHO Staff Pension Committee, and the member of the Executive Board
designated by the Government of Democratic Yemen as alternate member of the
Committee, the appointments being for a period of three years•

COLLABORATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM：
HEALTH ASSISTANCE TO REFUGEES AND DISPLACED PERSONS IN CYPRUS
The Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly,
Mindful of the principle that the health of all peoples is fundamental to the attainment
of peace and security；
Recalling resolutions WHA28.47, WHA29.44, WHA30.26, WHA31.25, WHA32.18, WHA33.22,
WHA34.20, Ш А 3 5 Л 8 , WHA36.22 and WHA37.24;
Noting all relevant United Nations General Assembly and Security Council resolutions on
Cyprus；
Considering that the continuing health problems of the refugees and displaced persons in
Cyprus call for further assistance；
1.
NOTES with satisfaction the information provided by the Director-General^ on health
assistance to refugees and displaced persons in Cyprus；
2.
EXPRESSES its appreciation for all the efforts of the Coordinator of United Nations
Humanitarian Assistance in Cyprus to obtain the funds necessary for the Organization1s action
to meet the health needs of the population of Cyprus；
3.
REQUESTS the Director-General to continue and intensify health assistance to refugees
and displaced persons in Cyprus, in addition to any assistance made available within the
framework of the efforts of the Coordinator of United Nations Humanitarian Assistance in
Cyprus, and to report to the Thirty-ninth World Health Assembly on such assistance.

COLLABORATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM：
HEALTH AND MEDICAL ASSISTANCE TO LEBANON
The Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly,
Recalling resolutions WHA29.40, WHA30.27, WHA31.26, WHA32.19, WHA33.23, WHA34.21,
WHA35.19, WHA36.33 and WHA37.25 on health and medical assistance to Lebanon;
Taking note of United Nations General Assembly resolutions 33/146 of 20 December 1978,
34/135 of 14 December 1979, 35/85 of 5 December 1980, 36/205 of 16 December 1981, 37/163 of
19 December 1982, 38/220 of 20 December 1983 and 39/197 of 17 December 1984 on international
assistance for the reconstruction and development of Lebanon, calling on the specialized
agencies, organs and other bodies of the United Nations to expand and intensify programmes of
assistance within the framework of the needs of Lebanon;
Having examined the Director-General1 s reparti on the action taken by WHO, in
cooperation with other international bodies, for emergency health and medical assistance to
Lebanon in 1983-1984 and the first quarter of 1985;
Aware that the tragic situation that has arisen from the latest events requires urgent
assistance and relief to the persons displaced from their homes and regions；
Noting the health and medical assistance provided by the Organization to Lebanon during
1984-1985;
1#
EXPRESSES its appreciation to the Director-General for his continuous efforts to
mobilize health and medical assistance for Lebanon;
2.
EXPRESSES also its appreciation to all the international agencies, organs and bodies of
the United Nations and to all governmental and nongovernmental organizations, for their
cooperation with WHO in this regard;
3.
CONSIDERS that the growing health and medical problems in Lebanon, which have recently
reached a critical level, constitute a source of great concern and necessitate thereby a
continuation and a substantial expansion of programmes of health and medical assistance to
Lebanon;
4.
REQUESTS the Director-General to continue and to expand substantially the Organization1s
programmes of health, medical and relief assistance to Lebanon and to allocate for this
purpose, as far as possible, funds from the regular budget and other financial resources；
5•
CALLS UPON the specialized agencies, organs and bodies of the United Nations, and on all
governmental and nongovernmental organizations, to intensify their cooperation with WHO in
this field, and in particular to put into operation the recommendat ions of the report on the
reconstruction of the health services of Lebanon;
6.
CALLS ALSO UPON Member States to increase their technical and financial support for
relief operations and the reconstruction of the health services of Lebanon in consultation
with the Ministry of Health and Social Affairs in Lebanon;
7.
REQUESTS the Director-General to report to the Thirty-ninth World Health Assembly on the
implementation of this resolution.

COLLABORATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM:
WOMEN, HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT
The Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly,
Taking note of the report of the Director-General^- and of the views of the Executive
Board on the health situation of women and their role in health and development, and
particularly in the implementation of the Global Strategy for Health for All by the Year 2000;
Noting the close relationship between equal rights for men and women and the
participation of women in health activities and in the promotion of health for all,
particularly as decision-makers；
Recalling previous resolutions of the Health Assembly on the role of women and, in
particular, resolutions WHA28.40, WHA29.43 and WHA36.21；
Recognizing the great importance of the forthcoming World Conference to Review and
Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and
Peace；
Concerned at the slow progress made by a number of countries in realizing the objectives
of the United Nations Decade for Women, which are formulated in the reports of the World
Conference of the International Women1 s Year, Mexico City (1975), the World Conference of the
United Nations Decade for Women, Copenhagen (1980), and the International Conference on
Population, Mexico (1984), particularly with regard to women1 s physical and mental health and
also with regard to their social security and the safeguarding of their rights;
Concerned at the very high maternal mortality rates in many countries and at the
frequency and severity of the repercussions of women1 s physical and mental health of certain
practices, particularly during pregnancy or childbirth but also during puberty or childhood;
Concerned at the adverse effects on women 1 s physical and mental health and the risks for
their children produced by inadequate conditions of domestic work or paid employment；
Concerned at the frequency of nutritional anaemia in many countries, especially among
pregnant women；
Concerned at the close spacing of pregnancies, particularly in the developing countries,
and at the importance of adequate spacing of pregnancies as part of an appropriate family
planning policy integrated within the general economic and social development programme of
each country；
Bearing in mind with anxiety the prevalence in some countries of adolescent marriages
and pregnancies；
Concerned with the increasing incidence and impact of family violence on women and
children;

Aware that in some countries the general public does not know enough about the nature of
the risk to the health or even the life of women presented by such factors as deficient or
inadequate diet, lack of hygiene, excessive workloads and pregnancy prior to full physical
maturity and corresponding mental development, risks that may also have repercussions on the
health of the children；
Recalling the correlation between the education of mothers and the reduction of child
mortality levels；
1.

THANKS the Director-General for his report to the Executive Board;

2.
CALLS UPON Member States to show greater concern, within the context of national
activities and international cooperation, for the protection of women1 s physical and mental
health, particularly as regards the nutrition of women, the health of pregnant women and
young mothers and conditions of work; to assist women to carry out their functions as
providers of primary health care； to strengthen their efforts to provide women with greater
opportunities to pursue activities in the context of the realization of the objectives of the
strategies for health for all; and to take an active part in the World Conference to Review
and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women；
3.
REQUESTS the Executive Board to monitor developments in the field of women, health and
development;
4.

REQUESTS the Director-General:
(1) to ensure the Organization1s active participation in the World Conference and to
present to it a report on the role of women in health and development, on the principal
risks threatening women and on the possibilities of guarding against those risks；
(2) to continue to pay close attention to cooperation with Member States in their
activities and to provide expertise to promote women1 s physical and mental health,
including information and education of the public, to intensify the participation of
women, particularly as decision-makers, in health and socioeconomic development, and to
assist them to evaluate the effect of health development programmes and social services
on the situation of women and on the protection and promotion of women's physical and
mental health;
(3) to strengthen coordination with the other United Nations agencies that pay special
attention to the economic role of women；
(4) to evaluate the contribution made by WHO 1 s programmes to the promotion and
protection of women''S physical and mental health and the effects of these programmes on
the participation of women in health activities；
(5) to report periodically to the Executive Board and the Health Assembly on the
progress achieved in this field.

COLLABORATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM：
LIBERATION STRUGGLE IN SOUTHERN AFRICA： ASSISTANCE TO THE
FRONT-LINE STATES, LESOTHO AND SWAZILAND

The Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly,
Considering that the front-line States and Lesotho continue to suffer from the
consequences of armed banditry, political and economic destabilization by the South African
racist regime which hamper their economic and social development;
Considering that the front-line States and Lesotho have to accept enormous sacrifices to
rehabilitate and develop their health infrastructure which has suffered as a result of
military destabilization planned, directed and carried out by the South African racist regime；
Considering also resolutions AFR/RC31/R12 and AFR/RC32/R9 of the Regional Committee for
Africa, which call for a special programme of health cooperation with the People1 s Republic
of Angola;
Bearing in mind that the consequences of these destabilization activities still force
the countries concerned to divert large amount s of financial and technical resources from
their national health programmes to defence and reconstruction;
1.

THANKS the Director-General for his report;1

2.

RESOLVES that WHO shall:
(1) continue to take appropriate and timely measures to help the front-line States,
Lesotho and Swaziland solve the acute health problems of the Namibian and South African
refugees；
(2) continue to provide countries which are or have been targets of destabilization by
South Africa with health assistance, health personnel, pharmaceutical products and
financial assistance for their national health programmes and for such special health
programmes as are necessary, as a consequence of the destabilization activities, for the
rehabilitation of their damaged health infrastructures；

3.
CALLS UPON the Member States, according to their capabilities, to continue to provide
adequate health assistance to the front-line States (Angola, Botswana, Mozambique, United
Republic of Tanzania, Zambia and Zimbabwe) and Lesotho and Swaziland;
4.

REQUESTS the Director-General:
(1) to make use, when necessary, of funds from the Director-General1 s Development
Programme to help the countries concerned to overcome the problems arising both from the
presence of the Namibian and South African refugees and from destabilization activities,
as well as for the rehabilitation of their damaged health infrastructures；
(2) to report to the Thirty-ninth World Health Assembly on the progress made in the
implementation of this resolution.

COLLABORATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM
Emergency health, medical and social assistance
to drought, famine and other disaster affected countries in Africa
The Thirty-eighth World Health Assembly,
Deeply concerned with the serious economic crisis in the African continent, affecting a
large number of countries which are faced with drought, food scarcity, problems of refugees,
returnees, displaced persons and retardation in the development process;
Recalling United Nations General Assembly resolutions 38/199 and 38/200, and
particularly taking into account resolution 39/29 and the Declaration on the Critical
Economic Situation in Africa；
Further recalling Health Assembly resolutions WHA36e29 and WHA37«29 and Executive Board
resolution EB75.R14;
Expressing the non-aligned and other developing countries1 as well as the international
community's solidarity and deep sympathy with the crisis-affected people of Africa, and
recalling that the ministerial level meeting of non-aligned countries held in New Delhi in
April 1985 called for intensified efforts and generous responses to the requirements of
emargency needs and medium- and long-term development programmes；
Taking into account the Director-General1 s report^- on the African crisis situation and
noting with satisfaction the action taken by the World Health Organization in its
humanitarian response to the serious health-related situation of the crisis in Africa;
Emphasizing the necessity of an integrated response linking emergency measures with the
long-term development perspective for effectively dealing with the situation;
1.
CALLS UPON the international community, including bilateral donors, United Nations
organs and organization, specialized agencies and nongovernmental organizations and others,
to pursue its relief efforts vigorously to deal with the crisis in a coordinated and
concerted manner, taking fully into account the imperative need to link these initiatives and
efforts with the long-terra development perspective;
2.
REQUESTS Member States and the affected countries to do all they can to facilitate and
coordinate all relief, rehabilitation and development efforts;
3.
URGES the Director-General and the Regional Directors concerned to continue their
unrelenting efforts to cooperate with the governments of the affected African Member States
to respond to the health consequences of the crisis as an integral part of the regional and
global strategies for health for all, particularly taking into account the need to intensify
WHO'S technical cooperation at the country level to enable the Member States to enhance their
disaster preparedness including measures to prevent and manage malnutrition, anaemia and
outbreak of epidemics ;
4.

REQUESTS the Director-General:
(1) to review the situation in collaboration with the countries concerned and take
appropriate measures to mobilize additional resources for assistance to these countries;
(2)

to report on the action taken to the Thirty-ninth World Health Assembly.

