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The Director -General reports in this document on selected matters 
of concern to WHO which have come up within the United Nations system 
since the Thirty-seventh World Health Assembly (1984), and particularly 
on certain important resolutions adopted by the United Nations Economic 
and Social Council at its first and second regular sessions in 1984 and 
by the United Nations General Assembly at its thirty -ninth regular 
session. The document also includes information on matters brought to 
the attention of the Executive Board at its seventy- fifth session 
(January 1985). 

1. Introduction 

1.1 WHO continued to collaborate with the United Nations system within the framework of the 
Global Strategy for Health for All in order to promote intersectoral action at the 
international level and to mobilize external support for health and social development. In 
this context certain selected developments of relevance to WHO within the United Nations 
system which have taken place since the Thirty- seventh World Health Assembly (1984) are being 
reported on in this document. Some of these have been briefly included in document А38 /3 - 
the report of the Director -General on the work of WHO in 1984 and progress report on the 
Global Strategy for Health for All by the Year 2000. 

1.2 In 1984 the first regular session of the Economic and Social Council was held in New 
York, 1 -25 May, and the second regular session in Geneva, 4 -27 July. The thirty -ninth 
session of the United Nations General Assembly was held in New York from 18 September to 
18 December 1984. Activities are reported on under their respective subject headings. 

2. International conferences, years and decades for special subjects - preparations or 
follow -up 

International Conference on Population, 1984 

2.1 The International Conference on Population was held in Mexico City on 6 -14 August 1984. 
The Conference adopted the Mexico City Declaration on Population and Development and 88 
recommendations for further implementation of the World Population Plan of Action. The 

Conference reaffirmed that the principal aim of social, economic and human development, of 
which population goals and policies are integral parts, is to improve the standard of living 
and quality of life of the people. The Declaration on Population and Development stated that 
"too many, too close, too early and too late pregnancies are a major cause of maternal, 

infant and childhood mortality and morbidity ". It stressed that "as part of the overall goal 
to improve the health standards for all people, special attention should be given to maternal 
and child health services within a primary health care system ". Among the recommendations of 
the Conference of particular relevance to the work of WHO were those related to infant, child 
and maternal morbidity and mortality, and adult morbidity and mortality, health and the 
status of women, and reproduction and the family. The Conference stressed that improving the 
status of women and enhancing their role is an important goal in itself and will also 
influence family life and size in a positive way. It was recommended that urgent action 
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should be taken to reduce maternal mortality, particularly through perinatal and prenatal 

care, with special attention to high risk pregnancies, and to ensure safe delivery by trained 

attendants, including traditional birth attendants. The need for continued action in 

biomedical, service and social research was underlined. At its thirty -ninth session, the 
United Nations General Assembly endorsed the recommendations of the International Conference 

on Population, 1984, and welcomed the Mexico City Declaration. It also emphasized that 

international cooperation in the field of population is essential, and called upon the 

international community to provide adequate and substantial international support and 

assistance to population activities. 

2.2 The Global Strategy for Health for All provides the necessary framework for the 

implementation of the health -related recommendations of the International Conference. It is 

essential, however, that each of these recommendations be analysed in the light of the 

Strategy so that the implications for the international community, and WHO, can be understood 
and applied in the support of national action to give effect to them, in particular as 

related to maternal and child health including family planning programmes. 

Second International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa, 1984 

2.3 In resolution 39/139, on the "Second International Conference on Assistance to Refugees 
in Africa ", the General Assembly endorsed the Declaration and the Programme of Action adopted 

by the Second International Conference on Assistance to Refugees in Africa. It expressed its 

appreciation, inter alia, to the specialized agencies for their support and initial response 

to the projects submitted to the Conference. It called upon all pertinent organizations of 
the United Nations system to lend their support, within their sphere of competence, to the 

realization of the goals of the Conference. WHO participated in this Conference to follow up 

on actions in the health field within the framework of the Programme of Action adopted by the 

Conference, as well as the Organization's own medium -term plans for emergency medical relief 
and assistance to refugees in Africa. 

World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for 
Women, 1985 

2.4 The Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly adopted a number of resolutions 
in relation to the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, as well 
as to the forthcoming World Conference. 

2.5 In resolution 1984/11, on "Equal opportunity for women employed in the United Nations 
system ", the Economic and Social Council requested the Secretary -General to invite, through 

the Administrative Committee on Coordination, organizations within the United Nations system 
to provide to the Commission on the Status of Women at its thirty -first session, information 

on measures taken and results achieved in pursuit of equal opportunity for women within their 
organizations. 

2.6 In resolution 1984/12, on "Concerns of women within the United Nations system ", the 

Council recommended the General Assembly to request the specialized agencies to ensure 
continued cooperation and coordination with the Commission on the Status of Women beyond the 
World Conference to Review and Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for 
Women to be held in 1985, in order to achieve the goals of the Decade. 

2.7 In resolution 1984/15, on "Promotion of opportunities for young women ", the Council 
recommended that specialized agencies should undertake projects to promote global, regional 
and local action to accelerate the improvement in the education and training, employment and 
health status of girls and young women in accordance with their needs and with global, 
regional and local conditions. 

2.8 In resolution 1984/16, on "Implementation of the objectives of the United Nations Decade 

for Women: Equality, Development and Peace ", the Council reaffirmed the urgent need to 

fulfil the goals of the United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, 
and the socioecoeomic development objectives established by the international community, 
inter alia, the elimination of hunger and malnutrition, the achievement of full employment by 
the year 2000, health for all by the year 2000, appropriate population policies, the 

reduction of the infant mortality rate, the availability of safe water and adequate sanitary 
facilities by 1990, the attainment of a life expectancy of 60 years as a minimum by the year 
2000, universal primary school enrolment by the year 2000, and the full participation of 
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women as both agents and beneficiaries in all sectors and at all levels of the development 
process. It also considered that the activities of the world community and of the United 
Nations should continue beyond the end of the United Nations Decade for Women and should be 

directed towards equal treatment for women and their full integration in development under 
conditions of peace. 

2.9 Resolution 1984/17 adopted by the Council, on "Women under apartheid ", urged, inter 

alia, United Nations bodies and international organizations to give the highest priority to 

measures of assistance to women in South Africa and Namibia until the end of the United 
Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace, and to support the various 
projects of the national liberation movements and front -line States designed to assist 
refugee women and children from South Africa and Namibia. 

2.10 In resolution 39/123, on "The role of women in society ", the General Assembly appealed, 
inter alia, to international organizations to recognize in their activities the importance of 

all interrelated aspects of the role of women in society - as mothers, as participants in 

economic development, and as participants in public life - without underestimating any one of 
them. It also appealed to governments, international organizations and nongovernmental 
organizations to promote the creation of conditions that would enable women to participate as 
equal partners with men in public and political life, in the decision -making process at all 
levels, and in the management of different spheres of life in society. 

2.11 Resolution 39/124 adopted by the General Assembly, on "Participation of women in 
promoting international peace and cooperation ", invited UNESCO, ILO, WHO and other 
appropriate bodies within the United Nations system to consider adequate measures to 
implement the Declaration on the Participation of Women in Promoting International Peace and 
Cooperation. 

2.12 In resolution 39/128, on "Integration of women in all aspects of development ", the 

General Assembly endorsed the request of the Economic and Social Council in its resolution 
1984/12 and urged, inter alia, the specialized agencies to develop and implement 

comprehensive policies regarding the concerns of women, both as agents and as beneficiaries 
in technical cooperation and development activities and to establish effective review 

measures to ensure that women are an integral part of those policies and activities. 

2.13 WHO's contribution to the United Nations Decade for Women, with particular focus on 

health aspects and in full consonance with the above resolutions, is reflected in a separate 
document (А38/12) - on women, health and development. This document highlights the key role 
of women in strategies for health for all, and outlines forward -looking strategies on women, 
health and development. 

International Youth Year: Participation, Development, Peace, 1985 

2.14 In resolution 1984/44, on "Coordination and information in the field of youth ", the 

Economic and Social Council invited, inter alia, the specialized agencies to consider at 

their regular meetings appropriate ways and means of improving coordination and information 

in the field of youth in the context of the preparation for and observance of the 

International Youth Year. 

2.15 In resolution 39/22, on "International Youth Year: Participation, Development, Peace ", 
the General Assembly decided to devote an appropriate number of plenary meetings at its 

fortieth session, in 1985, to policies and programmes relating to youth, and to designate 
these meetings as the United Nations World Conference for the International Youth Year. 

2.16 In resolution 39/24, on "Channels of communication between the United Nations and youth 
and youth organizations ", the General Assembly called, inter alia, on specialized agencies to 

implement fully the guidelines relating to the channels of communication not only in their 

general terms, but also in concrete projects dealing with issues of importance to young 
people. 

2.17 While WHO has no separate programme specifically concerned with young people, since 

health and health -related activities are necessary for all, the health needs of young people 
are given special attention in many relevant programme areas of the Organization, in 

particular in connection with health promotion and protection. These include, for example, 
maternal and child health including family planning, mental health, occupational health, 
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nutrition, health education, rehabilitation, and the prevention of accidents. An important 

focus of WHO's activities is the mobilization and active participation of young people in the 

promotion of primary health care at family and community level, as well as the contribution 
of youth as a key human resource in health manpower development. 

Fortieth anniversary of the United Nations in 1985 

2.18 In resolution 1984/82, on the "Fortieth anniversary of the United Nations in 1985 ", the 

Economic and Social Council recommended that the specialized agencies arid other organizations 
of the United Nations system should take full cognizance of the fortieth anniversary of the 
United Nations and participate actively in its observance. 

2.19 The General Assembly, in resolution 39/161, on "Observance of the fortieth anniversary 
of the United Nations ", decided that the theme of this anniversary shall be "United Nations 
for a better world ". It also decided that a commemorative session of the General Assembly 

shall be held, culminating on 24 October 1985 and coinciding with the proclamation of the 
International Year of Peace. It further decided that the year 1985 shall be observed as the 
Year of the United Nations. 

2.20 WHO will be observing this commemorative event by underlining the contribution of 

health to world peace and development. A number of specific activities have been planned for 

this purpose, including the publication of a special issue of World Health, radio broadcasts 

by founding members of WHO, and focus on health development and peace by national authorities. 

International Conference on the Question of Palestine, 1985 

2.21 In resolution 39/224, on "Assistance to the Palestinian people ", the General Assembly 
requested the Secretary -General, inter alia, (a) to expedite the finalizing, through existing 
interagency mechanisms, of the coordinated programme of economic and social assistance to the 
Palestinian people requested by the General Assembly in its resolution 38/145; and (b) to 

convene in 1985 a meeting of the relevant programmes, organizations, agencies, funds and 

organs of the United Nations system to consider this coordinated programme. It also 
requested the relevant organizations of the United Nations system to intensify their efforts, 
in cooperation with the Palestine Liberation Organization, to provide economic and social 
assistance to the Palestinian people. 

2.22 In this context WHO has continued to cooperate with the Arab population in occupied 
territories including Palestine, to meet their specific health needs, as mandated by various 
relevant resolutions of the World Health Assembly. 

International Year of Peace, 1986 

2.23 In resolution 39/10, on "International Year of Peace ", (1986), the General Assembly 

invited inter alia the organs of the United Nations to make an even greater contribution to 

the promotion of international peace and security on the basis of the Charter of the United 
Nations. WHO's plans for the Year include devoting an entire issue of World Health to the 
general theme of health for peace; producing a special radio programme on the subject; 

making available a slide -set illustrating the theme; distributing a feature; arid 

reproducing the symbol approved for use in connection with the observance, if any. 

Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination 

2.24 In resolution 1984/43, on the "Second Decade to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination ", the Economic and Social Council invited, inter alia, the specialized 
agencies to participate in the implementation of the plan of activities for the Second Decade 
by intensifying arid expanding their efforts to ensure the rapid elimination of apartheid arid 

all forms of racism arid racial discrimination. In resolution 39/16, also on the 'Second 
Decade to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination ", the General Assembly appealed to 

governments, international and nongovernmental organizations to increase and intensify their 
activities to combat racism, racial discrimination and apartheid, and to provide relief and 
assistance to the victims of these evils. 

2.25 WHO's activities in this area are a follow -up of the conclusions of the International 
Conference on Apartheid and Health held in Brazzaville in November 1981, aid are in 
conformity with these resolutions. 
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International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade 

2.26 In December 1980, at its thirty -fifth session, the General Assembly adopted the 

International Development Strategy for the Third Development Decade (resolution 35/56). 

Organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system were requested to assist 

appropriately in the implementation of the Strategy and in the search for new avenues of 

international cooperation for development. In the Strategy, the General Assembly also 

provided for a process of review and appraisal at the global, sectoral, regional, and 

national levels. The first overall review and appraisal at the global level of the state of 

implementation of the policy measures was carried out in 1984, taking into account the 

results achieved, inter alia, at the sectoral level. 

2.27 WHO participated in this first review and submitted a contribution based on the report 

on monitoring progress in implementing strategies for health for all submitted by the 

seventy -third session of the Executive Board to the Thirty- seventh World Health Assembly in 

May 1984, together with a summary of this report. The Director -General addressed the second 
regular session of the Economic and Social Council in July 1984. He underlined the 
importance of health as an integral part of development and urged the Council not to lose 

sight of social issues in dealing with pressing economic matters. He recalled that the 
Global Strategy for Health for All constituted WHO's contribution to the implementation of 

the International Development Strategy for the Third. Development Decade, and outlined the 

results of monitoring progress in the implementation of the Global Strategy by Member 
States. WHO also presented to the Council a written progress report on the implementation of 
the Global Strategy. 

3. Programme areas 

3.1 A number of resolutions adopted by the General Assembly dealt with certain specific 
programme areas which are of interest to WHO. While some of these - such as aging, 
disability and disaster relief - are in the nature of continuing reviews of progress within 

the United Nations system, others call for specific actions by concerned organizations. Some 
of these are selectively reported on in this section of the document. 

Illicit use of drugs 

3.2 In resolution 39/143, on International campaign against traffic in drugs, the General 

Assembly reiterated that urgent attention and highest priority should be given to the 
struggle against the illicit production of, demand for, consumption of and traffic in drugs, 
and called upon the bodies of the United Nations system to participate actively in these 
efforts. Recent WHO activities in this field have included inter alia a consultation in 
Geneva on drug dependence, in February 1985. At the country level, through its collaborating 
centres, the Organization is working with responsible authorities to develop activities that 
will increase the effectiveness of health and social services dealing with drug abuse 
problems. 

Products harmful to health and the environment 

3.3 In resolution 39/229 (reproduced in the Annex to this document), on "Protection against 
products harmful to health and the environment ", the General Assembly inter alia requested 
the Secretary -General and the competent organs, organizations and bodies of the United 
Nations system to continue to provide the necessary technical assistance to the developing 
countries, at their request, for the establishment or strengthening of national systems for 
managing hazardous chemicals and pharmaceutical products, as well as for an adequate 
monitoring of the importation, manufacture and use of those products. WHO is closely 
cooperating with the United Nations and concerned organizations in keeping with this 
resolution as well as its own mandates to ensure health protective actions concerning these 
products. 

4. Cooperation with United Nations bodies and organizations 

4.1 The collaboration of the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) and WHO has continued 
to lead to complementary and synergistic activities. Their collaboration and support to 
countries for achieving health for all through primary health care were reviewed during the 
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twenty -fifth session of the UNICEF /WHO Joint Committee on Health Policy,1 held in Geneva, 
28 -30 January 1985. Advances in primary health care have been feasible and important in the 
areas of immunization, the use of oral rehydration, and the supply of essential drugs in 

developing countries. At the same time it was acknowledged that new vigour and partnership 
will be required for the organizations to apply their resources effectively in the face of 
the growing crisis in certain parts of the world. Decisions were taken to intensify efforts 
to pursue the objectives of the Child Survival and Development initiative as an integral part 
of primary health care through continued support to implementation of its various 

components. The Committee welcomed the positive steps taken in following up the Joint 
WHO /UNICEF Nutrition Support Programme with completely joint management with funding from the 
Government of Italy, and expressed its support for the multisectoral and community 
involvement focus of this programme. The Committee recommended that UNICEF and WHO work 
closely in the development of primary health care in urban areas and continue collaboration 
in the work on essential drugs, maternal and neonatal care, malaria and acute respiratory 
infections. It was agreed to prepare a strategy for communication /education in primary 
health care for the Committee's next session. In response to the present crisis in Africa, 
the Committee recommended coordinated action in the assessment of needs in the seriously 
affected countries, and the acceleration of action through strengthened international 
collaboration. This was stressed in a joint message by the Director -General and the 
Executive Director of UNICEF to country -level staff in the affected countries. 

4.2 In addition to WHO participation in the June 1984 Governing Council of the United 
Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the UNDP Inter -Agency Consultative Meeting (December 
1984), and the Special Session of the UNDP Governing Council (February 1985), collaboration 
with the United Nations system for enhancing the international flow of resources for health 
was pursued in other important ways. WHO worked closely with UNDP and the World Bank in the 
preparation of health sector inputs for the cycle of country donor meetings. This is 

particularly important for the Round Table meetings supported by UNDP and the Consultative 
Groups of the World Bank. WHO continued to contribute regularly to the United Nations 
inter -agency consultations on the follow -up to the Substantial New Programme of Action for 
the 1980s for the Least Developed Countries (SNPA) and is preparing input for the mid -term 
review of that programme in October 1985. This reflects the work of WHO in encouraging 
enlightened support on the part of official development agencies for primary health care 
development in the least developed countries, and its support of Country Health Resource 

Utilization Reviews in those countries. 

4.3 WHO and the United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) collaborated closely 

in support of development and implementation of maternal and child health including family 
planning (MCH/FP) programmes in the context of primary health care. For this purpose UNFPA 

made available US$ 22 million to WHO in 1984. The main thrust of WHO's UNFPA -supported 
activities in this area was at the country level in support of the implementation of national 
MCH/FP programmes in 88 countries. The managerial and technical support provided by WHO was 
complemented through interregional and intercountry family health teams funded by UNFPA. 

4.4 WHO worked closely with UNFPA in the development and implementation of a number of 
technical areas in support of MCH/FP programmes. These included health services research in 

MCH/FP care, including the risk approach, which aims at increasing coverage, efficiency aid 

effectiveness of MCH/FP programmes through better use of resources in relation to need, to 

solve priority health problems and their underlying causes. The programme in community -based 
teacher training in MCH/FP supported national health manpower development, while activities 

in the area of community involvement in MCH/FP aimed at increasing and promoting the active 

participation of people and families in their own health care. Other specific technical 

areas of WHO aid UNFPA collaboration included the programmes on reproductive health of 
adolescents, maternal mortality and unmet needs in family planning, the prevention of 

infertility, relationship between breast -feeding aid fertility, and strengthening of 

supervisory mechanisms in MCH/FP care. In order to strengthen national managerial 

capabilities in maternal and child health and family health, UNFPA and WHO jointly initiated 
a series of workshops for national programme managers together with WHO and UNFPA staff to 

improve programme formulation, problem -solving and evaluation skills. Of the US$ 22 million 
provided in 1984, the Fund contributed US$ 2 million to the WHO Special Programme of 

1 The Joint Committee's report will be before the WHO Executive Board at its 

seventy -sixth session (document ЕВ76 /3). 
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Research, Development and Research Training in Human Reproduction for biomedical research on 

fertility regulating methods and on infertility, service and psychosocial research, and 

institution strengthening for research in family planning, as well as some US$ 0.5 million 

for the research and institution- strengthening component of two country programmes. 

5. Contribution to peace and disarmament 

The role of physicians and other health workers in the preservation and promotion of peace as 

the most significant factor for the attainment of health for all (resolution WHA36.28) 

5.1 In accordance with the above resolution, a progress report on WHO's continued work on 

the above issue has been prepared by the WHO Management Group (Professors S. Bergstrdm, N. P. 

Bochkov, A. Leaf, and J. Rotblat). The following is a brief indication of the main points 
contained in the report. 

5.2 The Management Group has held three meetings in Geneva since its initial meeting in 
October 1983 and has individually and collectively undertaken required actions to carry out 
its tasks, including the supplementing and updating of the WHO report, "Effects of nuclear 

war on health and health services ", published in 1984,1 within the Organization's 
constitutional framework and technical responsibilities. • 5.3 The progress report (document A38 /INF.DOC. /5) is a summary of the work so far undertaken 
by the Group in specific areas, including the global consequences to the climate of fires 

resulting from nuclear explosions; estimates of radiation casualties in a nuclear war, both 

acute and long -term effects and including transboundary effects; indirect environmental 
effects including the electromagnetic pulse and reaffirming the disintegration in a nuclear 
war of the social, economic, and political fabric of society; psychosocial and mental health 
concerns linked to eventual consequences and actual perception of a possible nuclear war; and 

a survey of medical school curricula related to health consequences of nuclear war. The 
Group will continue its work in these and other related areas, and the Director -General will 
continue to keep the Health Assembly informed of the Group's activities. 

5.4 A number of resolutions were adopted by the General Assembly on issues related to the 
arms race, disarmament and nuclear warfare. These include 39/52, on "Cessation of all test 
explosions of nuclear weapons "; and 39/53, on "Urgent need for a comprehensive 
nuclear -test -ban treaty ", in which the General Assembly pursued its efforts for the 
conclusion of treaties in these areas, as was also done in resolutions 39/56, on "Convention 

on prohibitions or restrictions on the use of certain conventional weapons which may be 

deemed to be excessively injurious or to have indiscriminate effects, and 39/62, on 

"Prohibition of the development and manufacture of new types of weapons of mass destruction 
and new systems of such systems ". In part E of resolution 39/151, on "General and complete 
disarmament ", the General Assembly reaffirmed its invitation to the specialized agencies and 
other organizations and programmes of the United Nations system to broaden further their 
contribution, within their areas of competence, to the cause of arms limitation and 
disarmament. 

6. Other important developments 

6.1 The General Assembly, in its resolutions 39/7, on "Cooperation between the United 
Nations and the Organization of the Islamic Conference" and 39/9, on "Cooperation between the 
United Nations and the League of Arab States," encouraged the specialized agencies to 
continue to expand their cooperation with these bodies. 

6.2 In resolution 39/8, on "Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization of 
African Unity", the General Assembly recognized the importance of continued close association 
by the United Nations and the specialized agencies with the efforts of the Organization of 
African Unity to promote social and economic development and to advance intra- African 
cooperation in that vital field. It expressed its appreciation to the Office of the United 
Nations Disaster Relief Coordinator, the World Food Programme, FAO, WHO and UNICEF for the 
assistance they have so far rendered to the African states affected by the economic crisis, 

1 International Committee of Experts in Medical Sciences and Public Health to 
Implement Resolution WHA34.38. Effects of nuclear war on health and health services. 
Geneva, World Health Organization, 1984. 
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particularly those suffering calamities such as drought and flood. The Director -General is 

reporting separately to the Health Assembly on WHO's action on emergency health and medical 
assistance to drought -stricken and famine -affected countries in Africa (document А38/16). 

6.3. The Economic and Social Council and the General Assembly together adopted some 20 

resolutions concerning various aspects of the above -mentioned issues, including the Council's 

resolution 1984/55, on "Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to 

Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and the international institutions 
associated with the United Nations "; General Assembly resolution 39/50, on the "Question of 

Namibia "; 39/72, "Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa "; 
39/91, "Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial 
Countries and Peoples "; 39/93, "Programme of Activities in Observance of the Twenty -fifth 
Anniversary of the Declaration on the Granting of Independence to Colonial Countries and 
Peoples "; 39/17, "Importance of the universal realization of the right of peoples to 
self -determination and of the speedy granting of independence to colonial countries and 
peoples for the effective guarantee and observance of human rights "; and 39/19, "Status of 

the International Convention on the Suppression and Punishment of the Crime of Apartheid ". 

6.4 The recurring theme in these resolutions was the need to provide assistance to the 

victims of apartheid, and to the national liberation movements recognized by the Organization 
of African Unity. This is consistent with the Global Strategy, which the Organization 

continues to implement through its relevant programmes and activities.' 

Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions 

6.5 Article 17, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the United Nations provides that "The General 

Assembly shall consider and approve any financial and budgetary arrangements with specialized 
agencies referred to in Article 57 and shall examine the administrative budgets of such 

specialized agencies with a view to making recommendations to the agencies concerned ". Under 
the Rules of Procedure of the United Nations General Assembly, the Advisory Committee on 

Administrative and Budgetary Questions is responsible, inter alia, for examining on behalf of 
the General Assembly the administrative budgets of specialized agencies and proposals for 
financial and budgetary arrangements with such agencies. 

6.6 The Advisory Committee submitted to the thirty -ninth session of the General Assembly its 

report entitled "Administrative and budgetary coordination of the United Nations with the 
specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency" (United Nations document 

А/39/592). This report includes, in addition to an introduction, a number of comparative 

tables containing data on budgetary, financial and personnel matters relating to the 

organizations in the United Nations system and the Committee's comments on the 1984 -1985 
budgets of the specialized agencies, together with a description of the budgeting practices 

of each agency. The information presented on WHO's 1984 -1985 budget is purely factual in 

nature and does not call for any special comments by the Director -General. 

6.7 Following its review of the Advisory Committee's report, the General Assembly adopted 
resolution 39/241, which took note of the Committee's report. 

1 For further information, see also document А38 /15 ( "Liberation Struggle in Southern 

Africa: assistance to the front -line States, Lesotho and Swaziland "). 
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А/RES/39/229 
11 February 1985 

Thirty -ninth session 
Agenda item 12 

RESOLUTIODN ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

[on the report of the Second Committee '(A/39/789/Аdd.1)] 

39/229. Protection against products harmful to health and the environment 

The General Assembly, 

Reaffirming its resolutións З7/137 of 17 Dècembeг'1982 and 38/149 of 
19 December 1983, 

Taking note with satisfaction of the report of the Secretary -General on 
products harmful to health and'thé environment, 1/ 

Bearing in mind the report of the secretary - General on the exchange of 
information on banned hazardous chemicals and unsafe pharmaceutical products, 2/ 
and welcoming the effort being madeiп various international forцms with regard to 

the exchange Of information on such products, 

1. Expresses its appreciatión to the Secretary- General and commends him for 
the distribution of the first issue of the consolidated list of products whose 
consumption and/or sale' have Ьeen banned, withdrawn, severely restricted or, in the 

case of pharmaceuticals, not agpr oved by Governments 

2. Reiterates its appreciation- for the có- operation extended by Governments 
in the preparation of the consolidated list, and urges all Governments that have 
not yet-done so to provide the necessary information for inclusion in the updated 
versions of the list; 

1/ А/39/452. 

J А/39/290-Е/1984/120. 

85 -04286 2021Z (E) 
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3. Notes with satisfaction the co- operation provided by the appropriate 

organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system and other 

intergovernmental organizations in the issuance of the list and urges them, 

particularly the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the World 

Health Organization, the International Labour Organisation, the United Nations 

Environment Programme, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and the United 
Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations, to continue to co- operate fully in 
the preparation of the updated versions of the list; 

4. Expresses its appreciation for the co- operation provided by non- 
governmental organizations in this regard, and urges them to continue to extend 
co- operation to the Secretary -General in the preparation of the consolidated list, 

particularly in the identification of potential sources of information among 
national Governments and in obtaining governmental information on relevant 
regulatory actions; 

5. Decides that: 

(a) An updated consolidated list should be issued annually and that the data 
should be made available to Governments and other users in such a form as to permit 
direct computer access to it; 

(b) In order to keep costs to a minimum, the consolidated list should be 

published and made available in all the official languages of the United Nations in 

sets of alternating languages each year, with no more than three languages per year 
and with the same frequency for each language; 

(c) The format of the consolidated list should be kept under continuing 
review with a view to its improvement, in accordance with General Assembly 
resolution 37/137, in co- operation with the relevant organs, organizations and 

bodies of the United Nations taking the nature 
of the list, the experiences obtained and the views expressed by Governments on 
this matter, and that the next review should be submitted by the Secretary -General 
to the General Assembly at its forty -first session; 

(d) The review of the consolidated list should cover particularly the 

advantages and disadvantages of introducing to the list such information as the 

legal, public health and commercial context of the regulatory actions, as well as 
complementary information on safe uses of the products; 

6. Urges importing countries, bearing in mind the extensive legal, public 

health and safety information already provided to the United Nations Centre on 

Transnational Corporations, the United Nations Environment Programme, the 

International Labour Organisation, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the 

United Nations, the World Health Organization and the General Agreement on Tariffs 
and Trade, to avail themselves of the information provision facilities of those 

organizations, which include, in some cases, direct computer access; 
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7. Requests the Secretary -General, with the assistance of the appropriate 
specialized agencies, to submit to the General Assembly at its forty -first session 
a report on a review of the various information exchange schemes now in operation 
within the United Nations system; 

8. Requests the Secretary -General and the competent organs, organizations 
and bodies of the United Nations system to continue to provide the necessary 
technical assistance to the developing countries, at their request, for the 
establishment or strengthening of national systems for managing hazardous chemicals 
and pharmaceutical products, as well as for an adequate monitoring of the 
importation, manufacture and use of those products; 

9. Also requests the Secretary- General, through the Economic and Social 
Council, to inform the General Assembly at its forty -first session and every three 
years thereafter about the implementation of resolutions 37/137 and 38/149 and of 
the present resolution; 

10. Further requests the Secretary -General to take the necessary measures for 
the implementation of the present resolution. 

104th plenary meeting 
18 December 1984 


