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COLLABORATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM: 
HEALTH AND MEDICAL ASSISTANCE TO LEBANON 

Report by the Director-General 

This report, submitted in accordance with resolution WHA36.23, 
provides information to date on actioh taken by WHO, in cooperation 
with other international bodies, for emergency health and medical 
assistance to Lebanon in 1982-1983 and the first quarter of 1984. 

1• Introduction 

1.1 The Thirty-sixth World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA36.23, requested the 
Director-General: 

"to continue and to expand substantially the Organization's programmes of health and 
medical assistance to Lebanon and to allocate for this purpose, and to the best 
extent possible, funds from the regular budget and other financial resources；11 

and to report to the Thirty-seventh World Health Assembly. 

1.2 The present report deals with assistance given to Lebanon during the biennium 1982-1983 
and the first quarter of 1984. 

2. Assistance provided and sources of funds 
2.1 Assistance to the development and rehabilitation of hçalth services in Lebanon, which had 
started early in 1983, was interrupted by the new outbreak of armed hostilities, creating a 
tragic state of emergency. The plan for the reconstruction of the health services of Lebanon, 
proposed by the WHO/League of Red Cross Societies mission and endorsed by the Government, has 
been left in abeyance because of the military situation. 

2.2 A health working group led by the WHO representative in Beirut was established, within 
the Coordinating Committee composed of representatives of international organizations, to 
coordinate relief operations with governmental and nongovernmental organizations, providing 
assistance to more than 500 000 displaced persons in Lebanon. 

2.3 The Organization has provided 20 WHO emergency health kits at a cost of US丰 100 000: 
each kit provides pharmaceutical and laboratory relief supplies to serve 10 000 people for 
three months• 

2.4 Other supplies and equipment provided in response to specific urgent requests included 
intravenous fluids, tetanus globulins and toxoids, plasma expanders, disinfectants, baby milk, 
and medicaments to meet emergency needs. 

2.5 During the biennium 1982-1983 WHO provided a total of US$ 1 082 131 from its regular 
budget (personnel US$ 463 107, fellowships US$ 224 281, and supplies and equipment 
US$ 394 743). Eight fellowships were awarded from March 1983 to April 1984 for training in 
myсоlogy and parasitology, primary health care, public health information, water and food 
chemistry, microbiology, and supply and materials management. 
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2.6 In view of the serious situation, UNDP decided temporarily to suspend all UNDP-assisted 
projects in Lebanon. This affected in particular the national health laboratory project 
executed by WHO. Implementation of phase II of the national water management project, which 
is to be executed by the Government, has not yet started. 

2.7 During the first quarter of 1984 WHO allocated US$ 72 760 for the purchase of urgently 
needed medical and surgical supplies. 

2.8 WHO's presence was maintained during the period and the Organization continues actively 
to support and coordinate medical and health-related assistance. Close collaboration is also 
maintained with other United Nations organizations, particularly UNICEF, the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for Palestine Refugees, and the Office of the United Nations Disaster 
Relief Coordinator. 

2.9 The office of the WHO representative, Lebanon, purchased locally about $ 45 000 worth of 
drugs and medical equipment, through the Secretary-General1s Trust Fund, for use by the Ministry 
of Health as emergency aid. 

2.10 A list of 100 medico-surgical kits was prepared by WHO and the kits have been purchased 
with funds provided by UNICEF. 


