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ANNEX 

Tan Sri Chong Hon Nyan 

President of the Thirty-sixth 

World Health Assembly 

Mr President, 

In connection with the discussion at the Thirty-sixth World Health Assembly of the global 

strategy for health for all by the year 2000, I have the honour to submit to you material on 

cooperation between the USSR and the developing countries in the socioeconomic field, 

including public health, and to ask you to distribute it as an information document to the 

Assembly. 

Enclosed please find a five-page text together with a four-page unofficial translation 

into English. 

With respect, 

S. P. Burenkov 

Minister of Health of the USSR 

Head of the USSR Delegation 

Geneva, 3 May 1983 



Annex 

On the cooperation of the USSR with developing countries in the 

socioeconomic field including public health 

The Soviet Union views with understanding the problems encountered by the newly 
developing countries of Asia, Africa and Latin America and renders them not only political 
support but also direct assistance in solving these problems. 

The USSR considers the restructuring of international economic relations on a just and 

democratic foundation as a historically justified process, and supports the well-founded 

demands of the developing countries in this field. In the USSR assistance to liberated 

countries in their struggle to overcome their economic backwardness has been raised to the 

rank of government policy, and this approach has been confirmed by the Twenty-sixth Congress 

of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. In so doing, the USSR neither seeks any 

unilateral advantages, nor attaches any political strings to its assistance. 

In the relatively short historical period since the collapse of the colonial system, 

relations between the USSR and the liberated countries in the socioeconomic field have 

expanded greatly and have become an important factor in support for the struggle of these 

countries for decolonization. In terms of its content, principles and goals, this cooperation 

represents a new type of international economic relations, opposed to the system of exploitation 

of the natural and human resources of developing countries imposed by imperialism. 

In the conduct of its relations with liberated states the Soviet Union has affirmed such 
principles as recognition of the right of every people to settle its domestic problems without 
outside interference ； strict observance of territorial integrity and inviolability of the 
borders of developing countries； recognition of the right of every state to equitable 
participation in international relations, recognition of the sovereignty of countries with 
regard to their natural resources； support for their efforts to eliminate the vestiges of 
colonialism； eradication of racism and apartheid in accordance with the well-known decisions 
of the United Nations Organization ； and respect for the status of non-alignment. 

For reasons of principle the USSR rejects demands that it should share with the West the 
responsibility for the current economic plight of many developing countries and that it should 
give as aid to the developing countries a fixed proportion of its gross national product on an 
equal footing with the capitalist states. Such demands should be made to the developed 
capitalist states, which bear full responsibility for the grave consequences of the plunder of 
their former colonies, for the build-up of neo-colonial exploitation of the liberated peoples, 
for the acceleration of the arms race that diverts enormous resources from development goals, 
and for the consequences of the crises that have shaken the world capitalist economic system. 

At the same time, showing a proper understanding of the needs and problems of the 
developing countries, and supporting their struggle to end their unequal status in the world 
capitalist economic system, the Soviet Union renders great assistance to these countries 
within the limits of its possibilities, in forms which are in accord with its social system, 
have proved effective in practice and have won recognition from these countries. Official 
data on economic assistance by the Soviet Union to the developing countries appeared in the 
documents of the second regular session of ECOSOC in 1982 and the XXXVII session of the 
UN General Assembly. 

In addition to loans on favourable terms and assistance without compensation, the 

Soviet Union makes large-scale concessions regarding payment for technical assistance provided 

by Soviet specialists working in developing countries, and gives assistance in the training of 

nationals of these countries, in the transfer of advanced forms of equipment and technology, 

and also in the sphere of foreign trade. Taking into account loans with a preferential 
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element of not less than 25%, as well as the above-mentioned concessions and aid without 

compensation, the total amount of economic assistance from the USSR actually taken up by the 

developing countries in the period 1976-1980 was about 30 billion roubles after the deduction 

of loan repayments and other payments in remuneration. For the period 1976-1980 the volume 

of this net economic assistance to countries that had gained independence was on average 1% of 

annual gross national product of the USSR, and it increased from 0.9% in 1976 to 1.3% in 1980. 

The number of developing countries with which the Soviet Union maintains economic and 

technical cooperation based on inter-State agreements increased from 18 in 1960 to 44 in 1970 

and 70 in 1981. Some 1700 industrial enterprises, generating stations, and hydraulic 

engineering, agricultural and other installations have been constructed in these countries 

with Soviet assistance. At present, about 1400 enterprises and projects are under construction 

or planned. The fact that all these installations are in the full ownership of the developing 

countries themselves entirely excludes a return flow of financial resources through the export 

of profits from the operation of the commissioned plants. 

The Soviet Union's economic and technical assistance to developing countries is directed 

first and foremost towards the creation in the main of industrial and power-generating 

capacity, the development of transport and communications，agriculture, and the exploration of 

natural resources, but also to the development of health and education, and the training of 

nationals of the countries concerned for posts of responsibility. 

The Soviet Union is actively contributing to the implementation of WHO'S global strategy 
of health for all by the year 2000 by assisting the liberated countries in the development of 
their national health systems, and in strengthening their logistic capacities, improving health 
care for the people, training national health personnel, controlling the most prevalent 
diseases, etc. 

With the Soviet Union's assistance, some 30 health institutions have been built in 
developing countries. In 1982， the USSR gave assistance in the design, construction and 
equipping of 30 health projects in nine African and Asian countries. A number of developing 
countries receive Soviet equipment, medical instruments and drugs. In some instances these 
supplies include the full range of equipment and materials required for the operation of 
treatment facilities. 

Of great importance for developing countries are supplies of Soviet-made vaccines and 
sera. Soviet smallpox vaccine made a significant contribution to the world eradication of 
smallpox. Through WHO and on a bilateral basis, the Soviet Union supplied more than 1.5 
billion doses of this vaccine free of charge. Soviet smallpox vaccine was used in smallpox 
eradication activities in many developing countries. Soviet physicians have been directly 
involved in such eradication programmes in a number of developing countries. 

An important form of cooperation with developing countries is the secondment of Soviet 

specialists to work in them under appropriate agreements. At present, a considerable number 

of Soviet physicians are working in more than 25 African and Asian countries. The number of 

Soviet physicians working in liberated countries is currently nearly 50% greater than in 1975. 

With a number of the developing countries in which a considerable scientific potential 

has been created there is scientific cooperation on topics of mutual interest. 

The governments of developing countries invite Soviet teachers to work in university 
medical faculties and in medical institutes. This form of cooperation is particularly 
promising because, in addition to training students in the appropriate disciplines and 
familiarizing them with the latest achievements in medical science and health care, the Soviet 
specialists are seeking to ensure that the training which these students get is fitted to the 
health needs of their countries. 
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Students from developing countries are studying in the higher and secondary level medical 
institutes and schools of the Soviet Union ； they constitute a majority of the several thousand 
students, postgraduates and interns from nearly 100 countries throughout the world who are 
being trained in Soviet medical educational facilities and in establishments providing health 
care. 

The USSR will continue to provide liberated countries with essential aid and support in 
their struggle for economic independence, and for the restructuring of international relations 
011 genuinely equitable and democratic principles. 

The USSR works on the premise that the most acute problems facing the developing countries, 
including health problems, cannot be solved in isolation from the general problems of 
strengthening détente and taking effective measures in the field of true disarmament. The 
peace-loving policy of the Soviet Union and its initiatives for peace are meeting with growing 
support from progressive circles in the developing countries. 


