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Report of the Child Health Foundation Committee 

(Meeting of 20 January 1983) 

The Child Health Foundation Committee met 011 20 January 1983 , in accordance with 
Article 6 of the Statutes of the Foundation. This was the first meeting of the Foundation 
Committee since the establishment of the Child Health Foundation in May 1980. Dr Maureen M . Law 
was elected Chairman of the Committee. Also present were Dr A . H . Al-Taweel and 
Mr M . M . Hussein, Vice-Chairmen of the Board, members ex officio，and Professor E. Aujaleu and 
Professor E . Rossi, representing the International Children's Centre and the International 
Paediatric Association respectively. 

The first task of the Committee was to determine, in compliance with Article 4 of the 

Statutes of the Foundation, the sum of money to be awarded for the Prize and for the 

Fellowship. After reviewing the financial situation of the Foundation, the Committee decided 

that the sum of money to be awarded for the Child Health Foundation Prize should amount to 

US$ 2500 and that the Child Health Foundation Fellowship should amount to US$ 10 000. 

Child Health Foundation Medal and Prize 

Twenty-five candidatures were received for the Child Health Foundation Prize. Before 
assessing these candidatures, the Committee decided to establish the following criteria, which 
should also be applied in evaluating candidatures for future awards : 

(1) only persons who are still professionally active should be considered; 

(2) candidates should have done substantive work in the field of social paediatrics; 

(3) publications by candidates should be taken into account, especially as regards 

their international impact； 

(4) activities directly related to candidates
1

 official positions should not be 
considered. 

The Committee recommended that in future these criteria should be included in the 

of the Director-General, the Administrator of the Foundation, inviting proposals for 

candidatures in accordance with Article 5 of the Statutes. 

letter 

The Committee reviewed the documentation received in support of the candidates on the 

basis of the above criteria. In accordance with the decision of the Joint Meeting of the 

Foundation Committees administered by WHO, held in May 1979, the Committee decided to propose 

to the Executive Board a candidate of first choice and a candidate of second choice for the 

award of the Child Health Foundation Prize. 
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 D i s t r i b u t e d to members of the Executive Board only. 
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The candidate of first choice is Professor B. Hamza, Tunisia, and the candidate of second 
choice is Professor V. P. Kimati, United Republic of Tanzania. The curricula vitae of the 
two candidates are submitted herewith for the Executive Board's consideration. 

Professor B. Hamza (Tunisia) 

Born in 1920, Professor Hamza started his professional life in his country in 1952, 
after graduating in Paris. Since that time the central theme of his career has been the 
improvement of the life of children in Tunisia. He first set up and directed a specialist 
department at the Charles Nicolle Hospital in Tunis to train medical and allied personnel 
in paediatrics. At the same time, he was instrumental in building a paediatric hospital. 
Professor Hamza played a key role in providing Tunisia with an extensive network of maternal 
and child health centres for the prevention of diseases affecting children. In 1969, he 
became the Director of the National Child Health Institute, and was entrusted with the 
technical management of these centres. Through this institution, a whole range of 
activities was carried out to promote preventive paediatrics, including basic training, 
refresher training, educational measures to promote nutrition, vaccination of children, and 
prenatal and postnatal check-ups. 

Professor Hamza's academic career is also remarkable. He greatly contributed to the 
establishment of a section for social paediatrics within the Tunis Faculty of Medicine. 
He directed seminars on the teaching of paediatrics in developing countries organized by the 
International Children's Centre. He was appointed Associate Professor by the French 
University Advisory Committee and then Associate Professor of Paediatrics and Medical Genetics 
at the University of Paris• He was designated by the Tunis Faculty of Medicine and the 
Ministry of Public Health as a member of the Scientific Council of the Arab Board for Medical 
Specialization. In April 1982 he was elected Director of the Department of Paediatric 
Education at the Tunis Faculty of Medicine• 

Numerous epidemiological and research projects have been carried out by Professor Hamza 
in such diverse fields as growth and nutrition, malnutrition, the health of children of 
emigrant parents, breast-feeding and fertility, oral rehydration， 
epidemiology of accidents among school-age children. 

Professor Hamza is a member of many paediatric associations 
the Governing Board of the International Paediatric Association. 
150 reports and publications, mostly concerned with paediatrics. 

foetal development, and the 

and is a co-opted member of 

He is the author of over 

Professor V, P. Kimati (United Republic of Tanzania) 

Born in 1936, Professor Kimati graduated from Makerere University, Kampala, where he was 
awarded a prize as best paediatric student. His work in the United Republic of Tanzania 
has been recognized in the United Kingdom by the award of the status of Fellow by the Royal 
Colleges of Physicians of both Edinburgh and Glasgow. Having returned to his country after 
further training abroad, he set up in 1972 the first paediatric ward at Bugarido Hospital in 
Mwanza Municipality. He was the first Tanzanian to become both the Head and Professor of 
Paediatrics at the University Department of Paediatrics and Child Health in Dar es Salaam. 

Professor Kimati is a strong advocate of the development of primary health care for 
mothers and children and he has promoted it actively through various publications, lectures 
and radio programmes, in both English and Swahili. He has done extensive research work in 
nutrition and diseases of children, as shown by his publications in both his own country and 
abroad. He has been engaged as a consultant by WHO, USAID and the British National Health 
Service, and has been invited to deliver guest lectures in various universities in Africa 
and in the United States of America. He founded, and was the first Chairman of, the 
Paediatric Association of Tanzania in 1981. 

Child Health Foundation Fellowship 

No candidatures were received for the Child Health Foundation Fellowship. 


