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INDEXED 

1. At its seventy -first session (January 1983), in resolution EB71.R17,1 the Executive Board 
established a Committee consisting of Mr K. Al- Sakkaf, Mr M. M. Hussain, Dr Maureen M. Law and 
Dr F. S. J. Oldfield to consider, inter alia, the subject of "Members in arrears in the payment 

of their contributions to an extent which may invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the 

Constitution ", and to report thereon to the Thirty -sixth World Health Assembly on behalf of 
the Board. The Committee met on 2 May 1983 under the chairmanship of Dr Law. 

2. The Committee had before it a report by the Director -General, attached as an annex, 

which indicated that at 26 April 1983 ten Members - Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, 
Dominican Republic, Grenada, Guinea -Bissau, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Romania and Saint Lucia - 

were in arrears to an extent which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution. The Committee 
was advised that since the issuance of the Director -General's report contribution payments 
had been received from the Dominican Republic (US$ 100 000), Nicaragua ($ 21 625) and 

Romania (US$ 90 000). Those Members were therefore no longer in arrears to an extent which 
may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution. Further, communications had been received from 
the Minister of Health of Chad and the Representative of the Pan American Health Organization 
(PAHO) in Paraguay informing the Director -General that payment arrangements in respect of 

part of the unpaid arrears of contributions were being made by those countries. 

3. Having regard to the fact that all remaining seven Members concerned had, either 

directly or through the WHO and РАНО representatives, communicated their intentions to the 

Director -General as regards payment, the Committee decided to recommend that the seven 

Members concerned should be given additional time in which to make payment of their arrears 

while retaining their voting rights at the Thirty -sixth World Health Assembly. In view, 

however, of the unusually large number of Members - i.e., seven - which still remained in 

arrears to the extent in question, the Committee felt that if that trend were to continue in 

the future it might become necessary for the Assembly to decide more frequently to suspend 
the voting rights of such Members. The Committee requested the Director -General to 

communicate by cable with the seven Members concerned urging that they make payment or 

provide information on their plans to regularize their position with WHO as soon as possible. 

4. Based on the information available to it, the Committee recommends the following 

resolution to the Thirty -sixth World Health Assembly: 

The Thirty -sixth World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Committee of the Executive Board to Consider 

Certain Financial Matters prior to the Thirty -sixth World Health Assembly on Members 

in arrears to an extent which may invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution; 

1 
Document ЕВ71/1983/REС/1, p. 15. 
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Having noted that the Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Grenada, 

Guinea -Bissau, Paraguay and Saint Lucia are in arrears to such an extent that it is 

necessary for the Assembly to consider, in accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution, 

whether or not the voting privileges of these Members should be suspended; 

1. DECIDES not to suspend the voting privileges of the Central African Republic, Chad, 

Comoros, Grenada, Guinea -Bissau, Paraguay and Saint Lucia; 

2. URGES these Members to intensify efforts in order to regularize their position, 

either by the payment of contributions or by proposing special arrangements for payment 

at the earliest possible date; 

Э. REQUESTS the Director -General to communicate this resolution to the Members 
concerned. 
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The Eighth World Health Assembly resolved in resolution WHА8.13 (May 1955) that, "if a 

Member is in arrears in the payment of its financial contributions to the Organization in an 
amount which equals or exceeds the amount of the contributions due from it for the preceding 
two full years at the time of the opening of the World Health Assembly in any future year, 
the Assembly shall consider, in accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution, whether or not 
the right of vote of such a Member shall be suspended ". 

Pursuant to resolution WH А16.20 of the Sixteenth World Health Assembly (May 1963), the 
Executive Board, at sessions when the agenda of the Health Assembly is prepared, is required 
"to make specific recommendations, with the reasons therefor, to the Health Assembly with 
regard to any Members in arrears in the payment of contributions to the Organization to an 
extent which would invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution ". 

In the same resolution the Health Assembly invited the Members concerned to submit to 
the Executive Board a statement of their intentions of payment to enable the Health Assembly, 
when it considered the matter in accordance with the provisions of resolution WHА8.13, to 

make its decision on the basis of the statements of such Members and the recommendations of 
the Executive Board. 

Finally, under the terms of the resolution the Director-General was requested to study 
their difficulties with the Members concerned and to report to the appropriate sessions of 
the Executive Board and the Health Assembly. 

2. Members concerned 

As at 26 April 1983, when this document was prepared, the following ten Members were in 
arrears for amounts which equalled or exceeded their contributions for two full years prior 
to 1983: Central African Republic, Chad, Comoros, Dominican Republic, Grenada, 
Guinea- Bissau, Nicaragua, Paraguay, Romania and Saint Lucia. Two of these Members, namely 

the Dominican Republic and Paraguay, had not fulfilled the conditions previously accepted by 
the Thirty -third and Twenty- eighth World Health Assemblies respectively concerning the 
payment in instalments of consolidated arrears of contributions. The number of Members 
concerned at 26 April 1983 represented a substantial increase as compared with the number of 
Members concerned at the time of adoption of relevant resolutions by the Health Assembly in 
the previous five years, as follows: 

Years Number of Members concerned 

May 1978 4 

May 1979 2 

May 1980 4 

May 1981 4 

May 1982 2 
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The status of the prior years' arrears of contributions of the Members concerned is 

shown in Annex.1 to this document. 

3. Action taken by the Director -General 

The Executive Board, at its meeting in January 1983, having noted the reportl of the 

Director -General on Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent 

which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution, requested the Director -General to continue 
his contacts with those Members.2 The Director -General, as requested, communicated in 

February 1983 with the Members concerned, urging them to pay their arrears or, if they were 
unable to do so before the =ripening of the Thirty -sixth World Health Assembly, to provide a 
statement of their +аt nt o of payment for presentation to the Committee of the Executive 
Board to Consider Certain Financial Matters prior to the Thirty -sixth World Health Assembly. 
Further communications were sent by the Director -General in March and April 1983 to the ten 
Members concerned. 

4. Communications and payments received since the closure of the Thirty -fifth World Health 
Assembly 

The texts of the most recent communications received since the closure of the 
Thirty -fifth World filth Assembly (May 1982) either from the Members or from the 
representatives of WHO and the Pan American Health Organization in those countries are 
reproduced as annexes hereto as follows: 

Central African Republic 
Chad 
Comoros 
Dominican Republic 
Guinea -Bissau 
Grenada 
Nicaragua 
Romania 
Saint Lucia 

Annex 2 

Annex 3 

Annex 4 

Annex 5 

Annex б 

Annex 7 

Annex 8 

Annex 9 

Annex 10 

No communications providing a statement of its intentions of payment have been received 
during this period from Paraguay. 

Payments received from the Members concerned since the 
Health Assembly (May 1982) have been applied as follows: 

Amount in 

closure of the Thirty -fifth World 

Credited to Member Date US $ 

Comoros 25 April 1983 20 144 Contribution for 1980 
(part) 

Grenada 1 June 1982 7 000 Contribution for 1977 
(part) 

17 December 1982 139 Contribution for 1977 

(balance) 
17 December 1982 19 861 Contribution for 1978 

(part) 
25 March 1983 12 769 Contribution for 1978 

(balance) 
25 March 1983 18 380 Contribution for 1979 

Nicaragua 27 May 1982 16 083 Contribution for 1980 
(balance) 

Saint lucia 21 October 1982 510 Advance to the Working 
Capital Fund 

1 Document ЕВ71 /41. 
2 
Decision ЕВ71(3) (Document ЕB71 /1983 /REС /1, p. 17). 
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5. Action to be taken by the Committee 

The Committee will wish to decide what recommendations to make on behalf of the 
Executive Board to the Thirty -sixth World Health Assembly; it could recommend that: 

(1) the voting rights of any of the Members concerned be suspended unless 
additional payments or satisfactory reasons for non- payment are received prior to the 

time this item is dealt with by the Health Assembly; or 

(2) these Members be given additional time in which to make payment of their 
arrears while retaining their voting rights at the Thirty -sixth World Health Assembly. 
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ANNEX 1 

MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO 
AN EXTENT WHICH MAY INVOKE ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION 

Status of prior years' arrears as at 26 April 1983 

Members 
Amounts payable during 

1980 1981 1982 
Total 

US $ US $ US $ Us $ 

Central African Republic - 21 625 22 495 44 120 

Chad 21 650 21 625 22 495 65 770 

Comoros 799- 21 625 22 495 44 919 

Dominican Republic - 25 683- 25 683- 

- 64 880 67 490 183 736 

Grenada 21 650 21 625 22 495 65 770 

Guinea- Bissau - 21 625 22 495 44 120 

Nicaragua - 21 625 22 495 44 120 

Paraguay - 13 6502- 13 6502- 

i 
- 21 625 22 495 71 420 

Romania 68 255- 431 535 449 935 949 725 

Saint Lucia 2 406 21 625 22 495 46 526 

- 
Balance of contribution. 

b Annual instalment payable by the Dominican Republic in accordance with 
resolution WHA33.7 in respect of its consolidated arrears of contributions for the 
period 1968-1978. 

Annual instalment payable by Paraguay in accordance with resolution 
WHА28.18 in respect of its consolidated arrears of contributions for the period 
1972 -1975. 
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ANNEX 2 

CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC 

Text of a telex dated 22 April 1983 from the WHO Programme Coordinator, Central African 
Republic, to the Director General, WHO: 

NWC /HC /608 Request you to telex us most urgently bank particulars WHO so as to enable 

transfer arrears contributions Central African Republic to WHO. 
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ANNEX 3 

CHAD 

Text of a letter dated 24 March 1983 from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of 

the Republic of Chad to the WHO Programme Coordinator in Chad 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of the Republic of Chad presents its 

compliments to the Office of the Representative of the World Health Organization (WHO) and 

has the honour to state as follows: 

By note No. F.10 -3 CHAD, dated 9 February 1983, the Director -General of WHO informed the 

Government of Chad of the global amount of 65 770 United States dollars due from it and 

representing its arrears for the financial periods 1980 -1981 (21 625) and 1981 -1982 (21 625), 

together with its contribution for the financial period 1982 -1983 (22 495). 

It was accordingly indicated in the above -mentioned note that the question of these dues 

would be submitted in a report to the Committee of the Executive Board prior to the next 

World Health Assembly. 

This matter is receiving due attention from all the Chad authorities, particularly as, 

if this contribution is not paid by our country before 2 May 1983, the date on which the work 
of the Thirty -sixth World Health Assembly is to begin in Geneva, the Assembly will have to 
consider Chad's case in accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution and the provisions of 
paragraph 2 of resolution WНА8.13 and decide whether Chad's right of vote is to be maintained 
or suspended. 

The Government of Chad attaches great importance to the activities of WHO, which has 
always assisted the Chad people at their times of greatest difficulty and which is at present 
putting considerable efforts into the reorganization of Chad's health structures. 

There can be no question as to the benefit the Chad people derive from WHO's assistance 
in the form of medicines and vaccines which make it possible to try and cope with the many 
epidemics of communicable diseases that dangerously threaten the country's populations. 

To these activities must be added WHO's efforts in health service planning and 

management, promotion and development of primary health care, promotion of environmental 
health, assistance and technical support to the National School of Health, the welfare 
service, and study grants, to mention no other activities. 

The Government of Chad realizes that, in order to be able to carry out its noble mission 
throughout the world, WHO needs to be supported financially by all the Member States, which 
indeed are under an obligation to pay their contributions to its budget. 

However, in view of the particularly difficult financial situation it is going through 
as a result of having experienced a long and ruinous civil war, Chad cannot at present pay 
its arrears and its contribution for the current period. 

The Chad Government accordingly hopes to meet with an understanding attitude on the part 
of the WHO authorities and also of the Member States of that Organization so that its right 
of vote will not be suspended, thus enabling its representatives to take an active part in 
the work of the next World Health Assembly. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation would be grateful if the WHO 
Representative's Office could present Chad's case to the Director -General so that the 
situation the country is faced with may be taken into account in the report to the Committee 
of the Executive Board. 

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of the Republic of Chad thanks the WHO 
Representative's Office in anticipation for its kind intervention and takes this opportunity 
of conveying to it a renewal of our high esteem. 
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ANNEX 4 

COMOROS 

Text of a telex dated 23 April 1983 from the Minister of Health, Comoros, to the 

Director -General, WHO: 

Urgent - honour inform you that I have transferred by telegraphic order no. 27 of 

21 April 1983 to the Federal Reserve Bank of New York, account no. 1, the sum of 

147 857.85 FF, equivalent to US dollars 20 943, representing our 1980 contribution STOP 

Arrears will be settled as follows: 

- the 1981 contribution amounting to US dollars 21 625 in the third quarter 1983 

- the 1982 contribution amounting to US dollars 22 495 in the fourth quarter 1983. 

Text of a telex dated 26 April 1983 from WHO to the WHO Programme Coordinator, Comoros: 

For WPC with reference to Mr Moustakim's telex of 23 April addressed to the 

Director -General and received here 25 April via your Office please thank Mr Moustakim for his 
assistance in obtaining payment and advise him that amount credited our account by Federal 
Reserve Bank of New York, New York, was dollars 20 144.08 STOP The total amount remaining due 
is dollars 67 413.95 consisting of balance 1980 contribution dollars 798.95, 1981 

contribution dollars 21 625, 1982 contribution dollars 22 495 and 1983 contribution dollars 
22 495 STOP Please advise him that his Government is still in arrears in payment of its 

contributions to an extent which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution. 
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ANNEX 5 

DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 

Text of a telex dated 8 April 1983 from the Representative of the Pan American Health 
Organization in the Dominican Republic to WHO: 

Re your communication 10 March to Dominican Republic concerning request for payment of 
WHO contributions, Government proposes to pay 1981 and 1982 contributions in the course of 
the year in two stages, as follows: cheque corresponding to the payment for 1981, plus 
contributions in arrears, would be paid before the meeting of the World Health Assembly, and 
the 1982 contribution and its arrears before the end of 1983. Please inform us by cable of 
your consent to this arrangement, so that the Secretary for Health can submit a request for 
currency exchange to the President and preserve our vote in the Health Assembly. 

Text of a telex dated 18 April 1983 from WHO to the Representative of the Pan American Health 
Organization: 

Reur 141 I regret that the Director -General has no authority to accept special 
arrangements for payment of contributions by the Dominican Republic which are not in 
accordance with the terms of the Health Assembly resolution WHA33.7 adopted in 1980 STOP 
However, I confirm that, if payment of the 1981 instalment of the contribution for the 
financial period 1980 -1981 in the amount of US $ 64 880 and the second instalment of the 
consolidated prior years' arrears of contributions payable in 1981 in the amount of 
US $ 25 683 were to be received by WHO in April 1983, the Dominican Republic would not be in 
arrears to an extent which may invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution at the 
Thirty -sixth World Health Assembly STOP Consequently, if payment of the total sum of 
US $ 90 563, to which should be added the supplementary advance of US $ 510 to the Working 
Capital Fund, were to be received by WHO prior to the opening of the World Health Assembly 
the possibility of suspension of the Dominican Republic's right to vote would not arise. 
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ANNEX 6 

GUINEA- BISSAU 

Text of a telex dated 20 April 1983 from the Minister of Health and Social Welfare, 
Guinea -Bissau, to the Director -General, WHO: 

29 Reyourtel 8265 dated 8 April 1983 WHO Coordinator has sent following telegram AFRO 

QUOTE Honour inform payment by National Bank Guinea -Bissau by order no. 745/983 of 28/03/83 
of US dollars 21 625 to the Chase Bank New York in favour WHO, representing arrears prior 
1982 contribution Guinea -Bissau END QUOTE We request you to take note. 
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ANNEX 7 

GRE NADA 

Text of a telex dated 16 March 1983 from the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Finance, 

Grenada, to the Director -General, WHO: 

Ref. your letter F.10 -3 Grenada dated 9.2.83 to Prime Minister, Grenada, please be 

advised that sum US t 31 149 being telexed to you 17.3.83 representing arrears of 
contributions 78 and 79. Balance of arrears of contributions 1980 -1982 will be effected 
before World Health Assembly meeting on 2nd May 1983. 
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ANNEX 8 

NICARAGUA 

Text of a telex dated 7 April 1983 from the Representative of the Pan American Health 

Organization in Nicaragua to the Director -General, WHO: 

Re your cable 6055 I have to inform you that Ministry Health Nicaragua will pay by 

30 April 1980 -1981 contribution equivalent to dollars 21 625. We shall be grateful WHO's 

understanding in allowing 1982 -1983 contribution to be settled in second half 1983. 
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ANNEX 9 

ROMANIA 

Text of a letter dated 10 January 1983 from the Minister of Health, Romania, to the 

Director -General, WHO: 

During the last months, several communications have been received at the Ministry of 

Health from Dr W. Furth, Assistant Director General, urging us to pay the arrears for 1980 

and 1981, as well as the contribution for 1982. 

The situation is really unpleasant, and I hope you agree with me anything should be done 

in order to avoid its further prolongation. 

I can assure you, dear Dr Mahler, the Ministry of Health will make any possible further 

effort in order to assure the payment of our contribution before the 36th session of the 

World Health Assembly. 

Hoping our concern will find your understanding, I thank you in advance and I am very 

pleased to convey you the assurance of my high consideration. 
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ANNEX 10 

SAINT LUCIA 

Text of a telex dated 7 April 1983 from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Saint Lucia, to WHO: 

No. 181 your cable no. 26601 payment of government's contribution US dollars 22 495 to 

WHO Genéve will be processed on April 15. 


