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INDEXED 

COLLABORATION WITHIN THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM: 
HEALTH AND MEDICAL ASSISTANCE TO LEBANON 

Report by the Director-General 

This report, submitted in accordance with resolution WHA35.19, 
provides information to date on action taken by WHO, in cooperation 
with other international bodies, for emergency health and medical 
assistance to Lebanon in 1982-1983. 

1• Introduction 

1.1 The Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly, in resolution WHA35.19, requested the 
Director-General: 

11 to continue and to expand substantially the Organization's programmes of health and 
medical assistance to Lebanon and to allocate for this purpose, and to the best extent 
possible, funds from the regular budget and other financial resources；11 

and to report to the Thirty-sixth World Health Assembly. 

1.2 The present report deals with assistance given to Lebanon so far during the biennium 
1982-1983 and the funds utilized for that purpose. 

2• Assistance provided and sources of funds 

2.1 The period covered by this report includes the tragic events of armed conflict, which 
caused much suffering and disorganization, including serious damage to the country's health 
services. WHO1 s presence was maintained throughout the period and the Organization continued 
to collaborate closely with the Ministry of Health and the Council for Development and 
Reconstruction of Lebanon, the agencies of the United Nations system and other governmental 
and voluntary organizations working in the country. Due emphasis is being given to the 
reorganization of health and medical services in Lebanon, with the focus on primary health 
care. 

2.2 In the programme of reconstruction of rural health facilities WHO continued to maintain 
close technical cooperation with UNICEF, especially in the planning and design of health 
centres, dispensaries and first-line support hospitals. 

2.3 WHO collaboration iri the reorganization and development of health services in Lebanon 
included the provision of fellowships for the training of nationals and a wide range of 
supplies and equipment in response to requests for emergency assistance. 

2.4 The supplies and equipment included insecticides, rodenticides, disinfectants, water 
purifying chemicals, antibiotics, vaccines, blood grouping sera, anti-tetanus serum, 
ambulances, autoclaves, and resuscitation equipment. Many of these were provided as part of 
special assistance to the Ministry of Health to meet the particular needs of civilians 
affected by air-raids and military action. 
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2.5 At the request of the Minister of Health WHO sent a 14-person mission to Lebanon for 
the assessment, planning and reconstruction of the health services of the country following 
the war. This mission, carried out in close collaboration with the League of Red Cross 
Societies, is at present finalizing its recommendations for an immediate and a medium-term 
plan. 

2.6 Fourteen fellowships were awarded during the past 12 months, in fields related to health 
services, administration and management, rehabilitation medicine, nursing education, bio-
statistics and epidemiology. 

2.7 In support of these activities, WHO has so far provided US$ 369 388 from its regular 
budget during the biennium. This included US$ 154 752 for personnel, US$ 11 989 for supplies 
and equipment, and US$ 102 647 for fellowships, as well as US$ 100 000 for urgently needed 
medicaments and anaesthesia equipment during the emergency. 

2.8 The UNDP-financed project on national public health laboratory services has a new 
project leader recruited by WHO. Following destruction and rebuilding the laboratory is 
now fully operational. WHO has also earmarked US$ 100 000 to be used for its re-equipment. 

2.9 Substantial progress has been made by the WHO-executed national waste management plan 
project, funded by UNDP (US$ 701 973 in 1982)， to improve the sanitary conditions of the 
country. 

2.10 WHO strengthened its collaboration with the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine Refugees in the Near East (UNRWA) for the extension of health facilities to the 
Lebanese and Palestinian displaced people in the war-torn regions of the country. 

2.11 The Organization will continue its humanitarian operations in full cooperation with the 
Resident Coordinator of the United Nations, the Commissioner-General of UNRWA, UNDP, UNICEF, 
the League of Red Cross Societies, and other organizations concerned. 


