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The Director -General reports in this document on selected matters 

of direct concern to WHO which have come up within the United Nations 
system since the Thirty -fifth World Health Assembly, and particularly 

on resolutions adopted by the United Nations Economic and Social 

Council at its first and second regular sessions in 1982 and by the 

United Nations General Assembly at its thirty -seventh regular session. 

1. Introduction 

1.1 The first regular session of the Economic and Social Council in 1982 was held in 

New York from 13 April to 7 May 1982 and the second regular session was held in Geneva from 

7 to 30 July 1982. The resolutions the Council adopted that are of direct interest to WHO 
are brought to the Health Assembly's attention in paragraphs 3.1 to 3.10 of this report. 

Many of the resolutions adopted by the Council were subsequently taken up by the United Nations 
General Assembly and are thus reported on under section 4 below. 

1.2 The first part of the thirty- seventh session of the United Nations General Assembly was 
held in New York from 21 September to 21 December 1982. In view of the large number of 

resolutions (252) and decisions (78) adopted, many of which have indirect implications for the 

Organization, the Director -General has necessarily been selective in reporting only on those 

which have a direct bearing on health programmes and policies or which contain a request to 
WHO (see paragraphs 4.1 to 4.16). 

2. Matters brought to the attention of the WHO Executive Board at its seventy -first 
session (January 1983) 

2.1 Within the framework of the Administrative Committee on Coordination (ACC), the 

Consultative Committee on Substantive Questions (Programme Matters) (CCSQ(PROG)) decided at 
its first regular session of 1982 to select the following programme areas for joint planning 
within the United Nations system: primary health care; aging; research and training in 
energy assessment, planning and utilization; and harmonization of information systems for 
energy. WHO was selected as the coordinating organization for primary health care, and the 
United Nations Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs for aging. 

2.2 WHO's approach to joint planning of primary health care has been formulated as an 
integral part of its Plan of Action for implementation of the Global Strategy for Health for 
All by the Year 2000.1 In order to identify the scope, content and main thrust of activities 
in different fields, an internal review of all programme areas where collaboration with 

1 Plan of action for implementing the Global Strategy for Health for All, Geneva, 
World Health Organization, 1982 ( "Health for All" Series, No. 7). 
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agencies and organizations within the United Nations system is taking place has been 
undertaken. Through interagency consultations at the programme level, it is proposed to 
identify further areas that have important implications for primary health care, and thence 
to evolve further joint activities. 

2.3 The World Assembly on Aging took place in Vienna from 26 July to 6 August 1982. 

Addressing the opening plenary session of the World Assembly, the Director -General drew 
attention to the collective effort currently being undertaken by WHO's Member States to 
implement the strategy for health for all, and to the Alma -Ata Declaration on primary health 
care. A global framework for health policies on aging presented to the Assembly by WHO 
included the following headings: equality, independence, choice, accessibility of services, 

cohesion among generations, mobility, productivity, promotion of self, family and home care. 
The main outcome of the Assembly was an International Plan of Action which was subsequently 
endorsed by the United Nations General Assembly. 

2.4 The United Nations Law of the Sea Convention was opened for signature in December 1982. 
WHO's interests in the Convention concern pollution of the marine environment, in particular 
from land -based sources, and sanitary control of ships. After adoption of an amendment to 
the draft Convention proposed by WHO, there is now a satisfactory safeguard ensuring that the 

International Health Regulations will not be affected by the Convention's entry into force. 

2.5 In May 1982, the UNEP Governing Council held a Session of a Special Character to 

commemorate the Tenth Anniversary of the United Nations Conference on the Human Environment 
which was held in Stockholm from 5 to 16 June 1982. The Session adopted the Nairobi 
Declaration, in which renewed commitment to the cause of the environment was expressed. The 
Session of a Special Character also invited the governing bodies of the relevant organizations 
of the United Nations system to integrate the major environmental trends over the next 
10 years effectively in their action plans and, on the basis of those trends, in close 
cooperation with UNEP, to draw up appropriate measures for environmental protection. 

3. Resolutions and decisions of the first and second regular sessions of the 

Economic and Social Council, 19821 

3.1 In its resolution 1982/7, on the "Convening of an International Conference on Population 
in 1984 ", the Economic and Social Council welcomed the offer of the Government of Mexico to 
act as host to the International Conference in 1984. 

3.2 In resolution 1982/18, on the "Situation of women and children in the occupied Arab 
territories ", the Council requested the United Nations and its organs and specialized agencies 
to extend their help, both moral and material, to the Palestinian women and their 
organizations and institutes. 

3.3 In resolution 1982/23, on "Elderly women and the World Assembly on Aging ", the Council 
requested Member States arid the relevant United Nations bodies to continue to collect data on 
the situation of elderly women to serve as a basis for formulating and implementing policies 
and programmes to define their special economic and social planning needs. 

3.4 In resolution 1982/26, on "Preparations for the 1985 World Conference to Review and 
Appraise the Achievements of the United Nations Decade for Women ", the Council requested the 

Secretary -General of the United Nations to undertake interagency consultations on issues and 
themes for the Conference with a view to presenting an interagency report on the question to 
the Conference's preparatory body. 

1 Copies of the resolutions adopted by the Council are available on request. 
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3.5 In resolution 1982/28, on "Coordination and information in the field of youth ", the 

Council invited all United Nations bodies, specialized agencies, regional commissions and 
other international intergovernmental organizations, as well as nongovernmental organizations 

concerned, to pay particular attention to the improvement of coordination and information in 
the field of youth. 

3.6 In resolution 1982/29, on 'Preparations for the Seventh United Nations Congress on the 
Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders, with special reference to its agenda ", 

the Council invited, inter alia, the specialized agencies to become actively involved in the 

preparations for the Seventh Congress. 

3.7 In resolution 1982/47, on the "Implementation of the Declaration on the Granting of 

Independence to Colonial Countries and Peoples by the specialized agencies and international 
institutions associated with the United Nations and assistance to the oppressed people of 

South Africa and their national liberation movement by agencies and institutions within the 
United Nations system ", the Council urged all the specialized agencies and other 
organizations within the United Nations system to accelerate the full and speedy implementation 
of the provisions of the relevant resolutions of United Nations bodies. It .requested the 

specialized agencies and other organizations within the United Nations system to do 
everything possible as a matter of urgency to render, in consultation with the Organization of 
African Unity and the United Nations Council for Namibia, increased assistance to the people 

of Namibia, in particular in connexion with the Nationhood Programme for Namibia. It also 

requested the specialized agencies to continue to take all necessary measures to withhold any 
financial, economic, technical or other assistance to the Government of South Africa until 
that Government restores to the people of Namibia their inalienable right to self- determination 
and independence. It further requested the specialized agencies to intensify their support for 
the oppressed people of South Africa and to take such measures as will isolate the apartheid 

regime and mobilize world public opinion against apartheid. It urged the executive heads of 

the specialized agencies to formulate and to submit to their governing and legislative organs 

concrete proposals for the full implementation of the relevant United Nations decisions. 

3.8 In resolution 1982/48, on "Assistance to the Palestinian people ", the Economic and 
Social Council urged the relevant programmes, organizations, agencies and organs of the 
United Nations system to initiate and provide, in cooperation with the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, urgent humanitarian assistance to the Palestinians in Lebanon. 

3.9 In its resolution 1982/71, on "Strengthening of the coordination of information systems 
in the United Nations system ", the Council recognized the need to coordinate and harmonize the 

information systems in the United Nations system. It therefore urged that a small central 

mechanism in the Administrative Committee on Co- ordination (ACC) should be established within 
existing resources to ensure the more efficient operation of existing or planned United Nations 

information systems from the perspective of users at the national level and to enhance the 

capacity of the United Nations system to collect, store, retrieve and disseminate information. 

It also stressed the importance of associating the technical experts of the United Nations 

system with the suppliers and users of information in the discharge of the above functions, in 

order to ensure that information users at the national level obtain maximum benefit from the 

information systems of the United Nations system. In response to that resolution, ACC has 

since proposed a programme of work for the Council's consideration. 

4. Resolutions adopted by the United Nations General Assembly during the first part of its 

thirty -seventh regular session! 

4.1 In resolution 374, on "Cooperation between the United Nations and the Organization of 

the Islamic Conference ", the General Assembly invited the specialized agencies and other 

organizations concerned within the United Nations system to continue to expand their 

1 Copies of the resolutions adopted by the General Assembly, other than those annexed to 

this document, are available on request. 
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cooperation with the Organization of the Islamic Conference, inter alia by negotiating 

cooperation agreements. In resolution 3715 on "Cooperation between the United Nations and 
the Organization of African Unity" the General Assembly noted with appreciation OAU's 

increasing participation in the work of the United Nations and the specialized agencies, and 

in resolution 3717 on "Cooperation between the United Nations and the League of Arab States" 
it expressed its appreciation to the specialized agencies for their efforts to maintain and 
increase cooperation with the specialized organizations of the League of Arab States. 

4.2 In resolution 37137, on the 'Protection against products harmful to health and the 
environment" (see Annex 1), the General Assembly requested the Secretary- General, based on the 
work already being done within FAO, WHO, ILO, UNEP, GАП, the United Nations Centre on 
Transnational Corporations and other relevant intergovernmental organizations, to the maximum 
extent possible within existing resources, to prepare and regularly update a consolidated 
list of products whose consumption and/or sale have been banned, withdrawn, severely 
restricted or, in the case of pharmaceuticals, not approved by governments, and to make this 
list available as early as possible and, in any case, not later than December 1983. It 
agreed that this consolidated list should be easy to read and understand and should contain 
both generic /chemical and brand names in an alphabetical order, as well as the names of all 
manufacturers and a short reference to the grounds and decisions taken by governments that 
have led to the banning, withdrawal or severe restriction of such products. It requested 
governments and relevant organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system to 
provide all the information and assistance necessary for the prompt and effective fulfilment 
of the task entrusted to the Secretary -General. 

4.3 In resolution 37168, on "Strategy and policies for drug control ", the General Assembly 
urged all Member States, specialized agencies and other international organizations and 
private institutions concerned with the drug abuse problem to strengthen their participation 
in and support for activities related to the International Drug Abuse Control Strategy and 
the programme of action. 

4.4 In resolution 37194, entitled 'principles of Medical Ethics" (see Annex 2), the 
General Assembly adopted the 'Principles of Medical Ethics relevant to the role of health 
personnel, particularly physicians, in the protection of prisoners and detainees against 
torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment ". It invited all 
relevant intergovernmental organizations, in particular WHO and nongovernmental organizations 
concerned to bring the Principles to the attention of the widest possible group of 
individuals, especially those active in the medical and paramedical field. 

4.5 In resolution 37202, on the "Review and appraisal of the implementation of the 
International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade ", the 
General Assembly reaffirmed its decision to carry out in 1984, at the global level, the first 
overall review of the Strategy. In resolution 3754, on the 'World social situation", it 
reaffirmed the urgent need to implement the socioeconomic development objectives contained 
in the International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations Development Decade. 

4.6 In resolution 3751, on the "Question of aging ", the General Assembly endorsed the 
Vienna International Plan of Action on Aging and urged the Secretary -General to implement the 
recommendations concerning international cooperation with respect to aging, using the United 
Nations Centre for Social Development and Humanitarian Affairs as the focal point. It also 
invited the specialized agencies concerned to cooperate with the Secretary -General in the 
implementation of the Plan of Action. 

4.7 In resolution 37/52 on the "World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons" the 
General Assembly adopted the World Programme of Action, and in resolution 37/53, entitled 
"Implementation of the World Programme of Action concerning Disabled Persons ", it requested 
all organs, organizations and agencies of the United Nations system to formulate and 
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undertake measures within their sphere of competence to ensure the early implementation of 

the World Plan of Action. It also proclaimed the period 1983 -1992 United Nations Decade of 

Disabled Persons as a long -term plan of action. It urged international organizations to 

give higher priority to human resources development, and requested WHO to review its 

definitions of impairment, disability and handicap in consultation with organizations of 

disabled persons and other appropriate bodies. 

4.8 In resolution 3757 on the "Integration of women in development ", the General Assembly 

called on the Secretary- General to encourage the specialized agencies and the regional 

commissions to develop a comprehensive policy regarding the concerns of women, and in 

resolution 3758, entitled "United Nations Decade for Women: Equality, Development and Peace ", 

it called on governments, organizations of the United Nations system, intergovernmental 

organizations, and nongovernmental organizations to pay increased attention to the need to 

take practical measures to implement the relevant recommendations of the Programme of Action 

for the Second Half of the United Nations Decade for Women and, in particular, to expand 

technical cooperation activities which would ensure women's full and equal participation, as 

agents and as beneficiaries, in all sectors and at all levels of development. 

4.9 In its resolution WHA34.39, on 'Material war remnants ", the Thirty- fourth World Health 

Assembly (May 1981) requested the Director -General to report to the Thirty -sixth World Health 

Assembly on the situation related to health following its request to Member States to clear 

war remnants, especially mines. This matter was considered by the United Nations General 

Assembly at its thirty -sixth session, when it requested the Secretary -General in resolution 

36/188, "Problem of remnants of war ", to continue his contacts and consultations with 

Member States in order to find ways and means of solving the problem of remnants of war. At 

its thirty - seventh session, the Secretary- General concluded in his report to the General 
Assembly that since the majority of States had not made substantive comments, additional time 

might be required to obtain a more representative sample of opinion of governments. In its 

resolution 37215, "Remnants of war ", the General Assembly requested the Secretary -General, 

in cooperation with the Executive Director of the United Nations Environment Programme, to 

submit a factual study on the problem of remnants of war, particularly mines, to its 

thirty -eighth session. The Director -General will inform the Health Assembly of the outcome of 

this study. 

4.10 In resolution 3798 on "Chemical and bacteriological (biological) weapons" the 

General Assembly, inter alia, requested the Secretary -General to investigate, with the 
assistance of qualified experts, information that may be brought to his attention by any 
Member State concerning activities that may constitute a violation of the 1925 Protocol for 

the Prohibition of the Use in War of Asphyxiating, Poisonous or other Gases, and of 

Bacteriological Methods of Warfare, or of the relevant rules of customary international law. 

4.11 In a series of resolutions concerned with racial discrimination, colonialism and 

refugees, the General Assembly requested the support of the United Nations organizations in 

issues raised in resolution 3769 on 'Policies of apartheid of the Government of South Africa "; 
in resolution 37233 on the "Question of Namibia "; in resolution 3740 on the "Implementation 
of the Programme for the Decade for Action to Combat Racism and Racial Discrimination "; and 

in resolution 3743 on the "Importance of the universal realization of the right of peoples 
to self -determination and of the speedy granting of independence to colonial countries and 
peoples for the effective guarantee and observance of human rights ". 

4.12 In resolution 3741, on the "Second World Conference to Combat Racism and Racial 
Discrimination ", the General Assembly decided to convene the World Conference at Geneva from 
1 to 12 August 1983. In resolution 37197, entitled "International Conference on Assistance 
to Refugees in Africa ", it requested the Secretary -General to convene a second International 
Conference at Geneva in 1984, to review the results of the 1981 Conference. 

4.13 With reference to the situation in the Middle East, the General Assembly requested 
assistance and support from organizations of the United Nations system in resolution 3786 on 
the "Question of Palestine "; 37134 on "Assistance to the Palestinian people "; and 37123 
on "The situation in the Middle East ". 
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4.14 Among the several resolutions that were adopted on issues related to nuclear warfare, 
the armaments race, and disarmament, the General Assembly, in its resolution 3777 on the 
"Prohibition of the development and manufacture of new types of weapons of mass destruction 
and new systems of such weapons ", inter alia called upon all States to undertake efforts to 
ensure that ultimately scientific and technological achievements may be used solely for 
peaceful purposes. Other resolutions related to these issues concern "Relationship between 
disarmament and development" (resolution 3784); "Immediate cessation and prohibition of 
nuclear -weapon tests" (resolution 3785); "General and complete disarmament" (resolution 3799); 
and 'Effects of atomic radiation" (resolution 37/87). In resolution 37716, on the 

"International Year of Peace", the General Assembly declared 1986 to be the International 
Year of Peace. 

4.15 Other resolutions that concern WHO directly or indirectly include resolution 37221, in 
which the General Assembly proclaimed 1987 International Year of Shelter for the Homeless; 
resolution 37/223 on "Human settlements ", in which it urged the Commission on Human 
Settlements and the United Nations Centre for Human Settlements (Habitat) to accelerate their 
efforts to achieve greater coordination of human settlements activities in the United Nations 
system; resolution 37244 setting forth the "Long -term financial and institutional 
arrangements for the United Nations Financing System for Science and Technology for 
Development "; resolution 37/207 on "Development aspects of the reverse transfer of 
technology ", in which the General Assembly recommended that the Member States concerned and 
the competent international organizations should give due consideration to the formulation of 
policies with a view to mitigating the adverse consequences of the reverse transfer of 
technology; and resolution 37219 on the "Session of a special character of the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Environment Programme ", in which the General Assembly invited 
the governing bodies of the relevant organizations of the United Nations system to integrate 
the major environmental trends over the next 10 years effectively in their action plans. 

4.16 In a series of resolutions, the General Assembly called for greater assistance by 
concerned organizations of the United Nations system to certain countries, i.e. the Central 
African Republic (resolution 37145); Sao Tome and Principe (resolution 37146); Botswana 
(resolution 37148); Liberia (resolution 37149); Democratic Yemen (resolution 37150); 
Benin (resolution 37151); Cape Verde (resolution 37152); Djibouti (resolution 37153); 
the Comoros (resolution 37154); Chad (resolution 37155); Guinea -Bissau (resolution 37156); 
Nicaragua (resolution 37157); Sierra Leone (resolution 37158); the Gambia (resolution 
377159); Lesotho (resolution 377160); Mozambique (resolution 3161); Uganda (resolution 
37162); Lebanon (resolution 37163); and Tonga (resolution 37 164). A further resolution 
(37147) concerns the drought -stricken areas of Djibouti, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, Sudan, 

and Uganda. In resolution 37133, "Identification of the least developed among the 

developing countries ", the General Assembly decided to include Djibouti, Equatorial Guinea, 

Sao Tome and Principe, Sierra Leone and Togo in the list of the least developed countries. 

5. Substantial New Programme of Action (SNPA) for the Least Developed Countries 

5.1 In document A35/17, the Director -General drew the attention of the Thirty -fifth World 

Health Assembly to the Substantial New Programme of Action (SNPA) for the Least Developed 

Countries (LDCs) for the 1980x, which was adopted at the United Nations Conference on LDCs 
in September 1981, and outlined the institutional framework for following up the Conference, 

as well as the action to be taken by each LDC with its aid partners under the SNPA. As part 

of the follow -up action a series of country review meetings has commenced. These take the 

form in most cases of a round -table meeting under the auspices of UNDP, or a consultative 

group meeting under the auspices of the World Bank. Round -table meetings have already taken 

place in Benin, Cape Verde, Chad, Mali and Rwanda. Bangladesh, Nepal, Somalia, Sudan, Uganda 
and the United Republic of Tanzania have opted for the consultative group mechanism. 

5.2 The Organization's full participation in the implementation of the SNPA has continued, 

through attendance at meetings organized by UNCTAD as the body responsible for monitoring 

that implementation, cooperation with governments of LDCs in the preparation of the health 

sector documentation for round -tables, and participation in round -table meetings. The 
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linkages with the work of the Health Resources Group for Primary Health Care (HRG), a 

mechanism established by the Director -General for the rationalization and mobilization of 
resources for health development, have been emphasized. Where the HRG has collaborated with 
the government of an LDC in a country resource utilization review (CRU), the resulting CRU 
document can form the basis for the health sector presentation to the round -table, as has 

recently been the case in Benin. 

5.3 Matters of particular interest to the health sector discussed at UNCTAD meetings, such 
as the international community's favourable reaction to the financing of recurrent costs of 
development programmes and the possibility of applying a wider "sector aid" approach to 

external funding, have been made known as far as possible to all partners in health 
development. 

5.4 The second inter - agency consultation on follow -up of the SNPA, held in Geneva in 

March 1983, agreed that it was somewhat premature to assess the efficiency of the above 

mechanisms as appropriate vehicles for the implementation of the SNPA. As far as the health 
sector is concerned, the round -tables bring the needs of the sector to the notice of the 

international community in broad terms and serve to identify those partners interested in 

supporting the sector. 

6. Collaboration with the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the United Nations 

Children's Fund (UNICEF), the World Bank and the United Nations Fund for Population 
Activities (UNFPA) 

6.1 At its thirty -seventh session, the General Assembly considered the second annual report 

on "Operational activities for development" submitted by the Director -General for Development 
and International Economic Cooperation (document А/37/445). The report concentrated on two 

main issues: the mobilization of resources for operational activities, and improvements in 

the efficiency and effectiveness of those activities. In view of its essential role as the 

central coordinator of the United Nations development system at the country level, the United 

Nations Development Programme (UNDP) figured prominently in the report. The total voluntary 

contributions to the funds and programmes now included in the United Nations Pledging 

Conference for Development Activities amounted to US$ 1175 million in 1981, compared to the 

1980 level of US$ 1192 million. At the Pledging Conference in November 1982, UNDP received 

pledges totalling US $ 272.5 million and anticipated pledges of a further US$ 393.1 were 

foreseen, bringing the overall total to US$ 665.6 million for the year 1983. As a result of 

this decline in resources, governments have been advised by the UNDP Administrator to revise 

downward their planning estimates of programme resources for the third cycle (1982 -1986) to 

55% of agreed indicative planning figure (IPF) targets. 

6.2 In view of the need to study ways and means of mobilizing resources on a continuous and 

predictable basis and the measures that might be taken by UNDP, the Governing Council decided 

at its twenty -ninth session (June 1982) to establish an Inter -Sessional Committee of the 

Whole of the Governing Council (ICW) to make recommendations and proposals on the basis of 

further study to help resolve the existing problems. 

6.3 The Director -General wishes to reiterate his concern at the drastic fall in voluntary 

contributions pledged at the United Nations Pledging Conference in 1981 and 1982, and welcomes 
the decision of the ICW to invite the specialized agencies formally to its meetings so that a 

full dialogue can take place between all concerned regarding resource mobilization and the 

respective roles of the specialized agencies and UNDP. The recommendations and proposals of 

the ICW will be reviewed by the UNDP Governing Council at its thirtieth session, to be held 

in New York in May -June 1983. United Nations General Assembly resolution 37226, entitled 

"Operational activities for development of the United Nations system" (see Annex 3), 

inter alia invites the organizations and bodies of the United Nations system to take various 

measures related to practices and procedures for operational activities. 
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6.4 The partnership and collaboration of UNICEF and WHO in their support to countries in 

achieving health for all through primary health care were stressed during the twenty -fourth 

session of the UNICEF /WHO Joint Committee on Health Policy,l held in Geneva on 1 -2 February 

1983. The positive reaction of governments and decision- makers to the emphasis put on the 

components of primary health care was also emphasized. To strengthen collaboration 

between the two organizations, it was decided to propose to both Executive Boards that each 

designate a member of the Joint Committee to attend the main annual UNICEF /WHO intersecretariat 
meeting. 

6.5 The annual meeting of the Director -General of WHO and the Executive Director of UNICEF 
took place in Geneva in July 1982. 

6.6 Following the Italian Government's donation of US$ 85.3 million for a five -year 
WHO /UNICEF programme to support nutrition, a plan of action was formulated and approved and 
its implementation started in three countries (Mali, Sudan and the United Republic of Tanzania). 
Discussions and planning activities are under way in 15 other countries. A Joint Coordinator 
of the Programme and a WHO senior programme officer were appointed, and a UNICEF senior 
programme officer will be recruited shortly. 

6.7 The study on UNICEF /WHO support to governments for the implementation of primary health 
care is well advanced. Speedy follow -up action at country level to formulate and implement 
national plans is necessary in the seven countries selected so far. Progress reports will 
be made to the Joint Committee on Health Policy. Intersecretariat meetings, consultations 
and joint missions at all levels continue to stimulate collaboration between the two 
Organizations and make their joint efforts at country level more productive and efficient. 

6.8 Collaboration between WHO and the World Bank has continued with information exchange, 
joint support, and analyses of the health situation in various countries in the areas of 
primary health care, water supply and sanitation, and disease prevention and control. Health 
sector review missions have been carried out jointly in several countries, and WHO provided 
back up for the Bank's loan projects. 

6.9 The Bank has maintained its co- sponsorship of the Onchocerciasis Control Programme in 
the Volta River Basin Area and the Special Programme for Research and Training in Tropical 
Diseases, and continues to contribute financially to these two programmes. 

6.10 The World Bank has also maintained its interest in WHO's health projects, such as the 
Special Programme of Research, Development and Research Training in Human Reproduction, the 
Diarrhoeal Diseases Control Programme, the programme for the Prevention of Blindness, and the 
Health Resources Group for Primary Health Care. It has participated in various scientific 
and management committees of the above programmes. The WHO /World Bank Cooperative Programme 
for Water Supply and Sanitation has continued to carry out national water /sanitation sector 
studies and project preparation work, with increased emphasis on health elements and on 
underprivileged populations. 

6.11 WHO and the United Nations Fund for Population Activities (UNFPA) have continued 
collaboration at country, regional and global levels during 1982 in the area of family 
planning /population as part of health development. This collaboration included UNFPA's 
financial contribution to WHO, or through WHO, totalling approximately US$ 20 million for 
support to maternal and child health /family planning services within primary health care, 
health education and community participation; the development of human resources; 
statistics /information for management; programme research; and activities concerning women, 
health and development. WHO is executing agency for UNFPA-funded national maternal and child 
health /family planning programmes in 76 countries. The major focus of regional and 

1 The Joint Committee's report will be before the WHO Executive Board at its 
seventy- second session in May 1983 (see document EB72/3). 
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interregional activities is on managerial and technical support to these and other national 
programmes. Of the US$ 20 million provided in 1982, the Fund contributed US$ 2 million to 
the WHO Special Programme of Research, Development and Research Training in Human Reproduction 
for service and psychosocial research in family planning, biomedical research on fertility 

regulating methods and infertility, and institution -strengthening for research in family 

planning, as well as US$ 1.25 million for the research and institution- strengthening 

component of a country programme. 

6.12 The 1982 session of the UNDP Governing Council, in its decisions concerning the 

allocation of UNFPA funds, reiterated that priority is to be given to the support of 

integrated family planning programmes. In general, therefore, although UNFPA does not 

foresee any further growth in its total funds, it is anticipated that WHO will continue to 

receive at least the same level of UNFPA funding in the future. 

7. Other matters 

7.1 Report of the Advisory Committee on Administrative and Budgetary Questions ( ACABQ) 

7.1.1 Article 17, paragraph 3, of the Charter of the United Nations provides that "The 

General Assembly shall consider and approve any financial and budgetary arrangements with 
specialized agencies referred to in Article 57 and shall examine the administrative budgets 

of such specialized agencies with a view to making recommendations to the agencies concerned ". 
Under the Rules of Procedure of the United Nations General Assembly, the Advisory Committee 
on Administrative and Budgetary Questions ( ACABQ) is responsible, inter alia, for examining 
on behalf of the General Assembly the administrative budgets of specialized agencies and 
proposals for financial and budgetary arrangements with such agencies. 

7.1.2 The Advisory Committee submitted to the thirty -seventh session (1982) of the General 
Assembly its report entitled "Administrative and budgetary coordination of the United Nations 
with specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency" (United Nations 
document А/37/547). This report includes, in addition to an introduction, a number of 
comparative tables containing data on budgetary, financial and personnel matters relating to 
the organizations in the United Nations system and the Committee's comments on the 1983 

administrative budgets of the specialized agencies. Those on WHO's 1982 -1983 budget are 
purely factual in nature and do not call for any special comments by the Director -General. 

7.1.3 Following its review of the Advisory Committee's report the General Assembly adopted 
resolution 37/128, "Administrative aid budgetary co- ordination of the United Nations with the 
specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency ", the full text of which is 

reproduced as Annex 4. 
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ANNEX 1 

UNITED 
NATIONS 

General Assembly 
Distr. 
GENERAL 

A/RFS /37/137 
3 March 1983 

Thirty -seventh session 
Agenda item 12 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

(on the report of the Second Committee (А/37/679/Add.1) ] 

37/137. Protection against products harmful to health and the environment 

The General Assembly, 

Aware of the damage to health and the environment that the continued production 
and export of products that have been banned and/or permanently withdrawn on 
grounds of human health and safety from domestic markets is causing in the 
importing countries, 

Aware that some products, although they present a certain usefulness in 
specific cases and /or urder certain conditions, have been severely restricted in 
their consumption and /or sale owing to their toxic effects on health and the 
env ironme nt, 

Aware of the harm to health being caused in importing countries by the export 
of pharmaceutical products ultimately intended also for consumption and/or sale in 
the home market of the exporting country, but which have not yet been approved 
there, 

Considering that many developing countries lack the necessary information and 
expertise to keep up with developments in this field, 

Considering the need for countries that have been exporting the above - mentioned 
products to make available the necessary information and assistance to enable the 
importing countr ies to protect themselves adequately, 

Cognizant of the fact that almost all of these products are at present 
manufactured and exported from a limited number of countr ies, 
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Taking into account that the pr imary responsibility for consumer protection 
rests with each State, 

Recalling its resolution 36 /166 of 16 December 1981 and the report on 
transnational corporations in the pharmaceutical industry of developing 
countries, 1/ and acting in pursuance of Economic and Social Council resolution 
1981/62 of 23 July 1981, 

Bearing in mind in this context the work of the Food and Agriculture 
Organization of the United Nations, the World Health Organization, the 
International Labour Organisation, the United Nations Environment Programme, the 
General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, the United Nations Centre on Transnational 
Corporations and other relevant intergovernmental organizations, 

1. Agrees that products that have been banned from domestic consumption 
and /or sale because they have been judged to endanger health and the environment 
should be sold abroad by companies, corporations or individuals only when a request 
for such products is received from an importing country or when the consumption of 
such products is officially permitted in the importing country; 

2. Agrees that all countries that have severely restricted or have not 
approved the domestic consumption and/or sale of specific products, in particular 
pharmaceuticals and pesticides, should make available full information on these 
products with a view to safeguarding the health and environment of the importing 
country, including clear labeling in a language acceptable to the importing country; 

3. Requests the Secretary -General to continue to ensure the provision of the 
necessary information and assistance by the United Nations system in order to 
strengthen the national capacities of developing countries to protect themselves 
from the consumption and /or sale of banned, withdrawn, severely restricted or, in 
the case of pharmaceuticals, non- approved products; 

4. Requests the Secretary -General, based upon the work already being done 
within the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, the World 
Health Organization, the International Labour Organisation, the United Nations 
Environment Programme, the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade, the United 
Nations Centre on Transnational Corporations and other relevant intergovernmental 
organizations, to the maximum extent possible within existing resources, to prepare 
and regularly update a consolidated list of products whose consumption and /or sale 
have been banned, withdrawn, severely restricted or, in the case of 
pharmaceuticals, not approved by Governments, and to make this list available as 
early as possible and, in any case, not later than December 1983; 

5. Agrees that the consolidated list referred to in paragraph 4 above should 
be easy to read and understand and should contain both generic /chemical and brand 
names in alphabetical order, as well as the names of all manufacturers and a short 
reference to the grounds and decisions taken by Governments that have led to the 
banning, withdrawal or severe restriction of such products; 

f E/C.1o/85. 

I. 
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6. Dec ide s, on the ha si s of the above-agreed cr it er ï a, to keep u nd er review 
the format of the consolidated list with a view to its possible improvement; 

7. Requests Governments and the relevant organs, organizations and bodies of 
the United Nations system to provide all the information and assistance necessary 
for the prowpt and effective fulfilment of the task entrusted to the 
Secretary -General. 

109th plenary meeting 
17 December 1982 



UNITED 
NATIONS 

Аз6 /15 - 

page 13 

ANNEX 2 

General Assembly Distr. 

GENERAL 

ARES /37/194 
9 March 1983 

Thirty -seventh session 
Agenda item 88 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

[on the report of the Third Committee (А/37/727)) 

37/194. Principles of Medical Ethics 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolution 31/85 of 13 December 1976, in which it invited the 

World Health Organization to prepare a draft code of medical ethics relevant to the 
protection of persons subjected to any form of detention or imprisonment against 
torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, 

Expressing once again its appreciation to the Executive Board of the World 
Health Organization which, at its sixty -third session, in January 1979, decided to 
endorse the principles set forth in a report entitled "Development of codes of 
medical ethics" containing, in an annex, a draft body of principles prepared by the 
Council for International Organizations of Medical Sciences and entitled 
"Principles of medical ethics relevant to the role of health personnel in the 
protection of persons against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment ", 

Bearing in mind Economic and Social Council resolution 1981/27 of 6 May 1981, 
in which the Council recommended that the General Assembly should take measures to 

finalize the draft Principles of Medical Ethics at its thirty -sixth session, 

Recalling its resolution 36 /61 of 25 November 1981, in which it decided to 
consider the draft Principles of Medical Ethics at its thirty -seventh session with 
a view to adopting them, 
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Alarmed that not infrequently members of the medical profession or other 
health personnel are engaged in activities which are difficult to reconcile with 
medical ethics, 

Recognizing that throughout the world significant medical activities are being 
performed increasingly by health personnel not licensed or trained as physicians, 
such as physician -assistants, paramedics, physical therapists and nurse 
practitioners, 

Recalling with appreciation the Declaration of Tokyo of the World Medical 
Association, containing the Guidelines for Medical Doctors concerning Torture and 
other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment in relation to Detention 
and Imprisonment, adopted by the twenty -ninth World Medical Assembly, held at Tokyo 
in October 1975, 

Noting that in accordance with the Declaration of Tokyo measures should be 
taken by States and by professional associations and other bodies, as appropriate, 
against any attempt to subject health personnel or members of their families to 
threats or reprisals resulting from a refusal by such personnel to condone the use 
of torture or other forms of cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment, 

Reaffirming the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Being 
Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, 
unanimously adopted by the General Assembly in its resolution 3452 (XXX) of 
9 December 1975, in which it declared any act of torture or other cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment an offence to human dignity, a denial of the 
purposes of the Charter of the United Nations and a violation of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, 1/ 

Recalling that, in accordance with article 7 of the Declaration adopted in 
resolution 3452 (XXX), each State shall ensure that the commission of all acts of 
torture, as defined in article 1 of that Declaration, or participation in, 

complicity in, incitement to or attempt to commit torture are offences under its 
criminal law, 

Convinced that under no circumstances should a person be punished for carrying 
out medical activities compatible with medical ethics regardless of the person 
benefiting therefrom, or be compelled to perform acts or to carry out work in 
contravention of medical ethics, but that, at the same time, contravention of 
medical ethics for which health personnel, particularly physicians, can be held 
responsible should entail accountability, 

1 Resolution 217 A (III) . 
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Desirous of setting further standards in this field which ought to be 

implemented by health personnel, particularly physicians, and by Government 
officials, 

1. Adopts the Principles of Medical Ethics relevant to the role of health 
personnel, particularly physicians, in the protection of prisoners and detainees 
against torture and other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment set 
forth in the annex to the present resolution; 

2. Calls upon all Governments to give the Principles of Medical Ethics, 
together with the present resolution, the widest possible distribution, in 
particular among medical and paramedical associations and institutions of detention 
or imprisonment in an official language of the State; 

3. Invites all relevant inter -governmental organizations, in particular the 
World Health Organization, and non -governmental organizations concerned to bring 
the Principles of Medical Ethics to the attention of the widest possible group of 
individuals, especially those active in the medical and paramedical field. 

111th plenary meeting 
18 December 1982 

ANNEX 

Principles of Medical Ethics relevant to the role of health 
personnel, particularly physicians, in the protection of 
prisoners and detainees against torture and other cruel, 

inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment 

Principle 1 

Health personnel, particularly physicians, charged with the medical care of 
prisoners and detainees have a duty to provide them with protection of their 
physical and mental health and treatment of disease of the same quality and 
standard as is afforded to those who are not imprisoned or detained. 

Principle 2 

It is a gross contravention of medical ethics, as well as an offence under 

applicable international instruments, for health personnel, particularly 
physicians, to engage, actively or passively, in acts which constitute 
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participation in, complicity in, incitement to or attempts to commit torture or 
other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. 2/ 

Principle 3 

It is a contravention of medical ethics for health personnel, particularly 
physicians, to be involved in any professional relationship with prisoners or 
detainees the purpose of which is not solely to evaluate, protect or improve their 
physical and mental health. 

Principle 4 

It is a contravention of medical ethics for health personnel, particularly 
physicians: 

(a) To apply their knowledge and skills in order to assist in the 
interrogation of prisoners and detainees in a manner that may adversely affect the 

2/ See the Declaration on the Protection of All Persons from Being Subjected 
to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (General 
Assembly resolution 3452 (XXX), annex), article 1 of which states: 

"1. For the purpose of this Declaration, torture means any act by which 
severe pain or suffering, whether physical or mental, is intentionally 
inflicted by or at the instigation of a public official on a person for such 
purposes as obtaining from him or a third person information or confession, 
punishing him for an act he has committed or is suspected of having committed, 
or intimidating him or other persons. It does not include pain or suffering 
arising only from, inherent in or incidental to, lawful sanctions to the 
extent consistent with the Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of 
Prisoners. 

"2. Torture constitutes an aggravated and deliberate form of cruel, 
inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment." 

Article 7 of the Declaration states: 

"Each State shall ensure that all acts of torture as defined in article 1 

are offences under its criminal law. The same shall apply in regard to acts 
which constitute participation in, complicity in, incitement to or an attempt 
to commit torture." 
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physical or mental health or condition of such prisoners or detainees and which is 

not in accordance with the relevant international instruments; 3/ 

(b) To certify, or to participate in the certification of, the fitness of 

prisoners or detainees for any form of treatment or punishment that may adversely 
affect their physical or mental health and which is not in accordance with the 
relevant international instruments, or to participate in any way in the infliction 

of any such treatment or punishment which is not in accordance with the relevant 
international instruments. 

Principle 5 

It is a contravention of medical ethics for health personnel, particularly 
physicians, to participate in any procedure for restraining a prisoner or detainee 
unless such a procedure is determined in accordance with purely medical criteria as 
being necessary for the protection of the physical or mental health or the safety 
of the prisoner or detainee himself, of his fellow prisoners or detainees, or of 
his guardians, and presents no hazard to his physical or mental health. 

Principle 6 

There may be no derogation from the foregoing principles on any ground 
whatsoever, including public emergency. 

3/ Particularly the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (General Assembly 
resolution 217 A (III)), the International Covenants on Human Rights (General 
Assembly resolution 2200 A (XXI), annex), the Declaration on the Protection of A. 

Persons from Being Subjected to Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading 
Treatment or Punishment (General Assembly resolution 3452 (XXX), annex) and the 
Standard Minimum Rules for the Treatment of Prisoners (First United Nations 
Congress on the Prevention of Crime and the Treatment of Offenders: report by the 
Secretariat (United Nations publication, Sales No. 1956.IV.4), annex I.A). 
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Agenda item 72 

RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

[on the report of the Second Committee (А/37/774)) 

37/226. Operational activities for development of the 
United Nations system 

The General Assembly, 

Recalling its resolutions 3201 (S -VI) and 3202 (S -VI) of 1 May 1974, 
containing the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the Establishment of a 
New International Economic Order, 3281 (XXIX) of 12 December 1974, containing the 
Charter of Economic Rights and Duties of States, and 3362 (S -VII) of 
16 September 1975 on development and international economic co- operation, 

Recalling also its resolution 35/56 of 5 December 1980, the annex to which 
contains the International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations 
Development Decade, 

Recalling further its resolutions 32/197 of 20 December 1977, 33/201 of 
29 January 1979 and 35/81 of 5 December 1980 on a comprehensive policy review of 
operational activities for development and 36/199 of 17 December 1981 on 
operational activities for development, 

Recalling also its resolutions 2688 (XXV) of 11 December 1970 on the capacity 
of the United Nations development system and 3405 (XXX) of 28 November 1975 on new 
dimensions in technical co- operation, 

Noting that co- ordination of national action with regard to operational 
activities by Governments makes it possible for concerted policies to be pursued in 
the United Nations and other organizations of the United Nations system, 
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Noting with deep concern the outcome of the 1982 United Nations Pledging 
Conference for Development Activities, held on 8 and 9 November 1982, 

Having examined the annual report for 1982 of the Director -General for 
Development and International Economic Co-operation on operational activities for 
development of the United Nations system, 1/ 

Reiterating that a substantial part of world resources, material as well as 
human, continues to be diverted to armaments, with detrimental effect on 
international security and on efforts to achieve the new international economic 
order, including the operational activities for development of the United Nations 
system, and calling upon all Governments to take effective measures in the field of 
real disarmament that would increase the possibilities of allocation of resources 
now being used fcr military purposes to economic and social development, especially 
the development of developing countries, 

1. Takes note with appreciation of the annual report for 1982 of the 
Director -General for Development and International Economic Co-operation; 1/ 

2. Reaffirms the important contribution that operational activities of the 
United Nations system make to the development of developing countries within the 

framework of the International Development Strategy for the Third United Nations 
Development Decade; 

3. Expresses its deep concern that overall voluntary contributions from 
Governments and other sources to the funds and programmes announced during the 1982 
United Nations Pledging Conference for Development Activities were highly 
unsatisfactory, falling short, in many cases, of targets that have been set by the 
relevant intergovernmental bodies, with serious consequences for the organizations 
concerned with respect to their capacity to maintain the level of their operational 
programmes in support of the growing needs of developing countries for multilateral 

concessional assistance through the United Nations system; 

4. Strongly reiterates the need for a substantial and real increase in the 
flow of resources for operational activities on an increasingly predictable, 
continuous and assured basis, so as to enable the organizations of the system to 
maintain and, where possible, increase the level of their operational programmes 
and, in that context, strongly urges all countries, particularly developed 
countries, whose over -all performance is not commensurate with their capacities, to 

increase rapidly and substantially their voluntary contributions for operational 
activities for development, taking into account the targets that have been set by 
relevant intergovernmental bodies; 

1/ А/37/445 and Add.l, annex. 
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5. Decides to conduct its regular review and appraisal of the mobilization 
of resources for operational activities in the light of each of the four objectives 
for the restructuring of operational activities contained in paragraph 28 of the 
annex to resolution 32/197, and requests the Director -General for Development and 
International Economic Co- operation to include the necessary information for this 
purpose in his annual reports, as well as information on the resource situation and 
prospects of the International Development Association, the International Fund for 
Agricultural Development and the World Food Programme; 

6. Requests the Director -General for Development and International Economic 
Co- operation to examine, in the comprehensive policy review of operational 
activities to be submitted, together with his recommendations, to the General 
Assembly at its thirty -eighth session, taking into account the relevant paragraphs 
of his report and all other pertinent considerations, the feasibility and 
usefulness of establishing targets for voluntary contributions, including annual 
growth rate targets, for those funds and programmes for development activities 
covered by the United Nations pledging conferences where such targets do not exist, 
and the strengthening of the review and appraisal procedures, and to comment on the 
existing system of pledging conferences and make specific proposals aimed at 
establishing more effective procedures for the mobilization of resources; 

7. Invites the organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system 
dealing with the flows of concessional resources to developing countries to pay 
greater attention, in their reviews of these issues, to the funding needs of the 
United Nations funds and programmes; 

8. Urges all Governments concerned to release as early as possible their 
third instalment of the sixth replenishment of the International Development 
Association, and to continue negotiations regarding the seventh replenishment of 
the Association with a view to ensuring an appropriately substantial increase in 
resources; 

9. Welcomes the agreement on the establishment of the first replenishment of 
the International Fund for Agricultural Development 2/ and urges all Governments 
concerned to deposit their instruments of contribution as early as possible and to 
release their contributions according to agreed schedules in order to enable the 
Fund to maintain its lending programme; 

10. Welcomes the progress towards the attainment of the 1983 -1984 target for 
voluntary contributions to the World Food Programme and urges Governments to make 
every effort to ensure the full attainment of the target; 

11. Welcomes the recommendations made in the report of the Director -General 
for Development and International Economic Co- operation 3/ designed to enhance 

2/ Ibid., annex, para. 27. 

3/ Ibid., annex, sect. III. 
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the responsiveness of operational activities to the needs and requirements of 
developing countries in accordance with their objectives and priorities and their 
efforts to promote greater economic and technical co- operation among themselves, 

and requests the executive heads of the organizations concerned to take appropriate 
action in this regard in the programming and implementation of operational 

activities; 

12. Invites all organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system 

engaged in operational activities for development to adopt appropriate measures 
leading to a greater use of the capacities of developing countries in local or 

regional procurement of material and equipment, in training and in services, in 

facilitating the increased use of local contractors, and in the recruitment of 

training, technical and managerial personnel, bearing in mind decision 81/28 of 

30 June 1981 of the Governing Council of the United Nations Development 
Programme; 4/ 

13. Decides that the guidelines on procurement to be issued pursuant to 

paragraph 7 of decision 81/28 and section II, paragraph 2, of decision 82/34 of 

18 June 1982 of the Governing Council of the United Nations Development 
Programme 5/ should, in due course, govern the procurement activities of organs and 

bodies under the authority of the General Assembly in their execution of projects 
financed by the Programme; 

14. Welcomes decision 82/8 of 18 June 1982 of the Governing Council of the 
United Nations Development Programme, 5/ designed to promote government execution 
of projects assisted by the Programme, and the real savings that could result 
therefrom; 

15. Invites the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme and 
the President of the World Bank to examine the possibilities of further 
co- operation between the Programme and the World Bank regarding utilization of 
facilities available to the two organizations, and requests the Administrator to 
report thereon to the Governing Council of the United Nations Development Programme; 

16. Reaffirms the exclusive responsibility of the Government of the recipient 
country regarding formulation of its national development plan or priorities and 
objectives, as set out in the consensus of 1970, 6/ and emphasizes that the 
integration of the operational activities of the United Nations system with 
national programmes would enhance the impact and relevance of these activities; 

4/ See Official Records of the Economic and Social Counci1L1981, Supplement 
No. 11 (E /1981/61/Rev.1), annex I. 

5/ _bid., 1982, Supplement No. 6 (Е /1982 /16 /Rev.1), annex I. 

6/ Resolution 2688 (XXV), annex. 

I. 
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17. Requests the Director -General for Development and International Economic 
Co- operation to include in his 1983 comprehensive policy review an examination of 
the extent and implications of the growing practice of contributions being provided 
to organizations with conditions attached to their use; 

18. Takes note of the measures being pursued to reduce costs and to improve 
efficiency described in the report of the Director -General for Development and 
International Economic Co- operation, and urges the Secretary -General and the 
executive heads of organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system to 
seek to minimize administrative and other support costs without affecting the field 
programmes and the network of United Nations Development Programme offices in 
developing countries and bearing in mind the need to maintain an appropriate level 
of support functions, with a view to increasing the proportion of resources 
available to improve the programme delivery to developing countries; 

19. Requests the organs and bodies of the United Nations receiving resources 
of an extrabudgetary nature, such as support cost payments, to include information 
on these resources and their utilization in the reports to their governing bodies, 
and invites the governing bodies of the organizations of the United Nations system 
receiving support cost payments from Governments and voluntary funds to examine 
information thereon; 

20. Requests the Director -General for Development and International Economic 
Co- operation to report on the implementation of paragraphs 18 and 19 of the present 
resolution and to include in his comprehensive policy overview a comparative 
analysis of the relationship between programme delivery and administrative costs 
pertaining to operational activities for development executed by organs, 

organizations and bodies of the United Nations system; 

21. Urges all organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system, 
in the light of the recommendations contained in section III of the report of the 
Director -General for Development and International Economic Co- operation to take 
the necessary steps to ensure the harmonization of administrative, financial, 
personnel, planning and procurement procedures, and requests the Administrative 
Committee on Co- ordination to report, in its annual overview report of 1984, on 

specific action taken; 

22. Reiterates the importance of co- ordination of multilateral development 
assistance at the field level and requests the Director -General for Development and 
International Economic Co- operation to pay particular attention, in the 

comprehensive policy review of operational activities of 1983, to the need for 
improved coherence of action and effective integration at the country level in 

accordance with section V of the annex to resolution 21/197 and paragraph 11 of 
resolution 35/81, including a report on measures taken to date in this regard, 

together with his recommendations thereon, with specific reference to the role of 
resident co- ordinators in the co- ordination of operational activities of the United 
Nations system; 

23. Invites the Administrative Committee on Co- ordination to report to the 
Economic and Social Council at its second regular session of 1983 and to the 
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General Assembly at its thirty -eighth session on the outcome of the review of the 

arrangements for the exercise of the functions of resident co-ordinator in 

accordance with General Assembly resolutions 2688 (XXV) of 11 December 1970, 32/197 

of 20 December 1977 and 34/213 of 19 December 1979, and also requests the Committee 

to develop, within a year, the register on development activities in conformity 

with Economic and Social Council resolution 1982/71 of 10 November 1982. 

113th plenary meeting 
20 December 1982 
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RESOLUTION ADOPTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

[on the report of the Fifth Committee (А /37/7661 

37/128. Administrative and budgetary co- ordination of the 
United Nations with the specialized agencies and 
the International Atomic Energy Agency 

The General Assembly, 

Concerned at the need for effective administrative and budgetary co- ordination 
within the framework of the United Nations system, 

Recalling its decision of 15 December 1975 to consider in depth the item 
entitled "Administrative and budgetary co- ordination of the United Nations with the 
specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy Agency" normally in 
off -budget years, / 

Recalling also its resolutions 33/142 A of 20 December 1978, 35/114 of 
10 December 1980 and 36/229 of 18 December 1981, 

Recalling further its resolution 37/13 of 16 November 1982, 

1. Notes with appreciation the report of the Advisory Committee on 
Administrative and Budgetary Questions on the administrative and budgetary 
co- ordination of the United Nations with the specialized agencies and the 
International Atomic Energy Agency; 2/ 

1/ Official Records of the General Assembly, Thirtieth Session, Supplement 
No. 34 (А/10034) , p. 46, item 98. 

2/ А/37/547 and Corr.1. 
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2. Refers to the organizations concerned the report of the Advisory 
Committee as well as the comments and observations made in the course of its 
consideration in the Fifth Committee; 

3. Requests the Secretary -General to refer to the executive heads of the 
organizations of the United Nations system, through the Administrative Committee on 
Co- ordination, matters arising out of the report of the Advisory Ccu'mittee and of 
the related debate in the Fifth Committee that call for their attention and 
necessary action; 

4. Transmits the report of the Advisory Committee to the Board of Auditors, 
the Panel of External Auditors, the Committee for Programme and Co- ordination, the 

International Civil Service Commission and the Joint Inspection Unit for their 
information; 

5. Requests the Secretary -General to consult with the executive heads of the 
organizations of the United Nations system on experience gained in identifying 
programmes that are obsolete, ineffective or of marginal usefulness that might 
result in the release of resources for financing new programmes and other types of 
activities; 

6. Invites legislative organs of the specialized agencies, of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency and of other organizations in the United Nations 
system to continue their efforts towards the achievement of more effective and 
economical use of the resources of the organizations; 

7. Draws the attention of States Members of the United Nations or members of 
specialized agencies or the International Atomic Energy Agency to the serious 
problems being encountered as a result of delays in payments of contributions; 

8. Invites the legislative organs of the specialized agencies, of the 
International Atomic Energy Agency and of other organizations in the United Nations 
system to encourage Member States to make timely payments to the budgets of those 
or gani zat ions; 

9. Requests the Secretary -General and the executive heads of those 
organizations to transmit to Member States relevant extracts of the present 
resolution when notifying them in connection with their contributions. 

109th plenary meeting 
17 December 1982 


