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TWENTY-FOURTH MEETING 

Wednesday, 27 January 1982, at 14h45 

Chairman： Dr H . J . H . HIDDLESTONE 

1. REAL ESTATE FUND AND HEADQUARTERS ACCOMMODATION： Item 32 of the Agenda (Documents 

EB69/34 and ЕВ69/34 Add.l) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the following draft resolution proposed by the Rapporteurs: 

The Executive Board, 

Noting the report of the Director-General on the status of projects being financed 

from the Real Estate Fund and the estimated requirements of the Fund for the period 

1 June 1982 to 31 May 1983; 

Noting also the progress made in constructing the extension to the headquarters 

facilities as authorized by the Health Assembly in resolution WHA34.10; 

Noting the additional information provided by the Director-General concerning the 

problems encountered as a result of water leakage between the eighth and the seventh 

floors of the main headquarters building; 

Recognizing that certain estimates must necessarily remain provisional because of 

the continuing fluctuations in exchange rates; 

1 . RECOMMENDS to the Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly that it： 

(1) authorize the financing from the Real Estate Fund of the expenditures summarized 

in section 14 of the Director-General
1

 s report; 

(2) appropriate to the Real Estate Fund from casual income the additional credits, 

now estimated at approximately US$ 703 000, required for this purpose; 

2 . DECIDES to establish an ad hoc committee consisting of Mr K . Al-Sakkaf, 

Dr E . P . F . Braga and Dr R . J . H . Kruisinga to examine the problems resulting from the 

water seepage between the eighth and the seventh floors of the main headquarters 

building and to submit its recommendations directly to the Thirty-fifth World Health 

Assembly. 

3 . DECIDES that, in the event that any member of the committee should be unable to 

serve, his/her successor or the alternate member of the Board designated by the 

government concerned, in accordance with Rule 2 of the Rules of Procedure of the Executive 

Board, shall participate in the work of the committee. 

Dr McHARDY said that he was not clear whether the Executive Board had approved an increase 

from US$ 200 000 to US$ 300 000 in the sum to be provided by WHO in respect of the new building 

for the Caribbean Food and Nutrition Institute, as he had suggested at the twenty-second 

meeting. If so, he wished to propose some alternative wording in the draft resolution. 

Mr FURTH (Assistant Director-General) reiterated that the Director-General had no 

objection to the change in financing suggested. The matter was one for the Board to decide. 

The only essential condition was that РАНО should make available an equivalent amount and 

that the Government of Jamaica should formally guarantee to undertake to participate financially 

in the construction of the building as now planned. 

Dr McHARDY proposed the addition at the end of operative paragraph 1(1) of the words： 

"except that WHO'S contribution towards the construction of a building for the Caribbean Food 

and Nutrition Institute could be as high as US$ 300 000, on the understanding that an equivalent 

contribution would be made by РАНО and that the Government of Jamaica would formally guarantee 

to participate in the financing of the construction of the building as now planned". As a 

consequential amendment, the figure "US$ 703 000" in operative paragraph 1(2) would be 

altered to read "US$ 803 000". 
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Dr OLDFIELD asked whether it was necessary for the draft resolution to be as 
specific as suggested by Dr McHardy, or whether an amendment of the figure in operative 
paragraph 1(2) would be adequate, since the Director-General would obviously take the Board

1

 s 
discussions into account. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that it would pose no problems for the Secretariat if the 
wording in operative paragraph 1(1) were to remain as it stood, so long as he had the 
assurance that he was authorized by the Board to proceed according to those conditions. 

Mr BOYER (adviser to Dr Brandt) pointed out that, in view of the fact that operative 

paragraph 1(1) made specific reference to section 14 of the Director-General
1

 s report, in 

which the figure appeared as US$ 200 000， it would be preferable to introduce the amendment 

into operative paragraph 1(1)• 

The resolution, as amended， was adopted 

2 . COLLABORATION WITH THE UNITED NATIONS SYSTEM： Item 33 of the Agenda (continued) 

Health care of the elderly (World Health Assembly on Aging, 1982): Item 33.2 of the 
Agenda (Document EB69/35) (continued) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the following draft resolution proposed by the Rapporteurs： 

The Executive Board, 

Having reviewed the collaborative activities undertaken in preparation for the United 

Nations World Assembly on Aging to be held in Vienna from 26 July to 6 August 1982; 

Noting with satisfaction the initiatives taken by WHO at global and regional level 

in support of the World Assembly on Aging as requested in resolution WHA32.25; 

1. TRANSMITS the Director-General1 s report on these preparations to the Thirty-fifth 

World Health Assembly; 

2. EMPHASIZES the need to ensure that health issues in aging are given appropriate 
attention at the World Assembly on Aging and to promote intersectoral cooperation in 
implementing the plan of action that will be generated by the World Assembly; 

3. RECOMMENDS to the Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly the adoption of the following 

resolution: 

The Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly, 

Recalling resolution WHA32.25 concerning collaboration with the United Nations 

system on health care of the elderly; 

Noting the adoption by the United Nations General Assembly of resolution 3б/43 

on the global Strategy of Health for All by the Year 2000， which calls for the 

involvement of all economic and social development sectors in the solution of health 

care problems; and 

Noting further, and with satisfaction, the intersectoral collaboration established 
within the United Nations system in preparation for the 1982 World Assembly 
on Aging; 

1. REQUESTS the Director-General： 

(1) to continue to collaborate closely with the United Nations in the field of 

aging, in a role that goes beyond traditional medical concerns and which involves 

the health sector in the larger context of improving the quality of life for 

aging people; 

1

 Resolution EB69.R24 . 



EB69/SR/24 

page 5 

(2) to take steps to maintain international coordinating mechanisms established 

to prepare for the World Assembly on Aging in order to facilitate the 

implementation of the plan of action that will be generated by the World 

Assembly; 

(3) to ensure that the Organization's future cooperative activities in social 

development with the United Nations system, especially with the regional economic 

commissions, take account of the plan of action to be generated by the World 

Assembly; 

(4) to submit a report to a future Health Assembly on the social, health and 

other technologies that Member States can employ, in different socioeconomic 

situations, to improve the social, mental and physical wellbeing of aging 

individuals; 

(5) to make use of the managerial process for national health development to 

help countries to anticipate changing age structures and to develop programmes 

and long-term plans that will help to sustain the growing number of aging 

people, in independence and dignity, within their own homes; 

(6) to ensure that reports to the Health Assembly on the implementation of the 

Global Strategy for Health for All by the Year 2000 take into account the status 

of older people; 

2. REQUESTS Member States： 

(1) to take measures to ensure that health issues in aging are given appropriate 

attention in national contributions to the World Assembly on Aging; 

(2) to maintain any national coordinating mechanism established to prepare 

for the World Assembly in order to facilitate the implementation of the plan 

of action generated by that Assembly; 

(3) to include the elderly within national strategies for health for all for 
the year 2000 and to make provision for their health care within country health 
plans that take account of national needs and priorities

# 

He also pointed out that it would be necessary to include an item on health care of the 

elderly in the provisional agenda for the Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly, which appeared 

in document ЕВ69/4З. 

Dr BRYANT (alternate to Dr Brandt) generally supported the draft resolution, which was 

highly appropriate and in keeping with the activities being carried out by WHO. Since 

research rightly constituted an integral and useful component of existing programmes, he 

proposed that the words
 11

 including relevant research
11

 should be inserted after the words 

"managerial process for national health development" in operative paragraph 1(5). 

The resolution， as amended, was adopted.丄 

3. APPOINTMENT OF THE CCMMITTEE OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD TO CONSIDER CERTAIN FINANCIAL MATTERS 

PRIOR TO THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Item 36 of the Agenda (Document EB69/42) 

Mr FURTH (Assistant Director-General), introducing the item, said that Article 34 of the 

Constitution and Article 12.9 of the Financial Regulations required that the Board receive, 

review, and transmit to the Health Assembly, with any comments deemed necessary, the final 

accounts of the Organization for the preceding financial period and the External Auditor
1

 s 

reports thereon. As those reports would be finalized only in March of the current year, and 

as the Board did not normally meet again before the Health Assembly, the past practice had 

been for the Board to comply with those statutory requirements by designating a committee of 

1
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four members to consider and review the reports on behalf of the Board immediately prior to 

the main meeting of the Health Assembly, and to report thereon to the Health Assembly. 

In the past, the committee had been composed of the four representatives of the Executive 

Board at the Health Assembly, one of whom was, of course, the Chairman of the Board. Should 

the Board wish to continue that practice, a suitable draft resolution was contained in 

document EB69/42 , paragraph 4. It could be completed by s imply including in operative para-

graph 1 the names of the four members, together with any additional subjects the Board might 

wish to have considered on its behalf； there did not appear to be any such additional subjects. 

The suggested draft resolution also included a provision for replacement of any of the desig-

nated members who were unable to serve. 

He recalled that any member of the Board who wished to do so could attend the meeting of 

the committee as an observer at his or her own expense. 

The CHAIRMAN put to the Board the draft resolution in paragraph 4 of document EB69/42 , 

which would be completed by the insertion of the names of the Board's four representatives to 

the next Health Assembly. 

The resolution as thus completed, was adopted.丄 

4. PROVISIONAL AGENDA FOR AND DURATION OF THE THIRTY-FIFTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY: Item 37 

of the Agenda (Documents ЕВ69/4З and EB69/lNF.DOC ./2) 

The DEPUTY DIRECTOR -GENERAL, introducing the item, said that, in accordance with Rule 4 

of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, the Director-General had submitted, in 

document EB69/43， proposals for the provisional agenda of the Thirty-fifth World Health 

Assembly. The resolutions and decisions taken by the Executive Board at its present session 

would be reflected in that provisional agenda by adding appropriate references under the 

relevant agenda items, as well as a sub-item 40,5 entitled: Health care of the elderly 

(World Assembly on Aging, 1982). 

Concerning the duration of the Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly, he recalled that the 

Board had decided at its sixty-eighth session in decision EB68(12) , that the Thirty-fifth 

World Health Assembly should be held in the Palais des Nations , Geneva, opening on Monday, 

3 May 1982. The Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly had decided, in resolution WHA34.29 , that, 

commencing in 1982 , the duration of the Health Assembly should be limited to not more than 

two weeks in even-numbered years, when there was not a proposed programme budget to consider, 

and had also requested the Board to elaborate the necessary methods of work for implementation 

of that decision on a trial basis at the Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly. That had been 

done under agenda item 2 3 , leading to the adoption of resolution EB69.R13. Thus, the duration 

of the Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly, which would take place in 1982，an even-numbered 

year, had been fixed at two weeks and the Assembly should close not later than the end of the 

second week. 

He drew attention to document EB69/lNF.DOC ./2 , which contained a preliminary daily time-

table for the Health Assembly. 

Dr ABDULLA thought that agenda item 35 (Transfer of the Regional Office for the Eastern 

Mediterranean) should be taken earlier in the session than indicated in the preliminary time-

table to ensure that it received the thorough consideration the subject warranted, particularly 

as sometimes heads of delegations were obliged to leave the Health Assembly before the end. 

Dr CABRAL, noting that agenda item 23 (Action programme on essential drugs) was scheduled 

to be considered in Committee A at the same time as agenda item 35 (Transfer of the Regional 

Office for the Eastern Mediterranean) was taken up in Committee В, asked whether the timetable 

could be rearranged. He would not wish to see the question of essential drugs, because it was 

1

 Resolution EB69.R26 . 
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considered simultaneously with an important political issue, receive less attention than it 

should. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL said that there would be 110 problem for the Secretariat to reorganize 

the preliminary timetable in order to take fully into account the views expressed. 

Decision： The Board approved the Director-General's proposals for the provisional agenda 

of the Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly, as amended during its discussions. Following 

its earlier decision that the Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly should open on Monday, 

3 May 1982， and as a consequence of the decision of the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly 

that, commencing in 1982，the duration of the Health Assembly should be limited to riot 

more than two weeks in even-numbered y e a r s , the Board noted that the Thirty-fifth World 

Health Assembly should close not later than the end of its second w e e k . 

5. DATE AND PLACE OF THE SEVENTIETH SESSION OF THE EXECUTIVE BOARD： Item 38 of the Agenda 

Mr FURTH (Assistant Director-General) said that, in view of the fact that it had been 

decided that the Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly would close at the end of its second w e e k , 

the Board might wish to consider that the seventieth session of the Executive Board should be 

convened on M o n d a y , 17 May 1982. 

Since the Thirty-fifth World Health Assembly would meet in the Palais des Nations in 

Geneva, the Director-General proposed that the seventieth session of the Executive Board should 

m e e t at W H O headquarters, Geneva. 

Decision： The Executive Board decided that its seventieth session should be convened on 

M o n d a y , 17 May 1982， at WHO headquarters, Geneva, Switzerland. 

6. CLOSURE OF THE SESSION： Item 39 of the Agenda 

Following the customary exchange of courtesies, the CHAIRMAN declared the sixty-ninth 

session closed. 

The meeting rose at 15h35. 


