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approved by the speakers, and the text should not be quoted. 
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1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND ALLOCATION OF ITEMS TO THE MAIN COMMITTEES (document кЪь/l) 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee that under its terms of reference, as defined in 
Rule 33 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly, it was required first of all to 
deal with item 8 of the provisional agenda (Adoption of the agenda and allocation of items 
to the main committees). 

Since certain items had been included in the provisional agenda for consideration "if 
any" to cover eventualities that had not materialized, the Chairman suggested recommending 
that the Assembly delete those items from its agenda: they were items 12 (Admission of 
new Members and Associate Members), 30 (Supplementary budget for 1982-1983), 33.1 (Advances 
made to meet unforeseen or extraordinary expenses as authorized by resolution WHA32.10, 
part C,‘para. 2 (1))， 33.2 (Advances made for the provision of emergency supplies to Members 
and Associate Members as authorized by resolution WHA32.10, part C, para. 2 (2)), and 37 
(Additional Regulations of 20 May 1981 to the International Health Regulations (1969): 
reservations submitted by Member States). Moreover, in items 29.3 (Members in arrears in 
the payment of their contributions to an extent which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution) 
and 31 (Assessment of new Members and Associated Members), the words "if any'1 should be 
deleted because those items would have to be considered by the Assembly. 

It was so agreed. 

The CHAIRMAN pointed out that the provisional agenda allocated items to the main 
committees according to the terms of reference of those committees as laid down by Rule 34 
of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly. He took it that the Committee would 
wish to recommend to the Assembly that it accept that allocation, which by no means ruled 
out the transfer of certain items from one committee to another during the session, as 
required. 

It was so agreed. 

2. METHOD OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

Turning to the question of the method of work of the Health Assembly, item 9 of the 
provisional agenda, the CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee that following the decision taken 
last year by the Assembly, in resolution WHA34.29, to limit the duration of the Health 
Assembly, commencing in 1982， to not more than two weeks in even-numbered years, the 
Executive Board had approved a method of work that would be implemented on a trial basis at 
the present Assembly. The main changes proposed by the Board were contained in a draft 
resolution i^iich it had recommended the present Assembly to adopt by resolution EB69.R13. 

The first operative paragraph of that draft resolution recommended to the Assembly that 
one of the main committees should meet during the general discussion in the plenary meetings 
on the reports of the Executive Board and the report of the Director-General on the work of 
WHO, and that the General Committee, whenever it deemed it appropriate, might schedule 
meetings of one main committee during plenary meetings of the Health Assembly at which other 
matters were discussed. Moreover, operative paragraph 2 of the resolution stipulated that 
plenary meetings of the Assembly should be held all day on the Friday on which the technical 
discussions took place and that one main committee should meet on the Saturday morning on 
which the technical discussions concluded, at the end of the first week of the Assembly. 

Members of the General Committee could assure themselves of the justification for the 
Board's recommendations by considering document A 3 5 / g c / 1, which contained a draft preliminary 
timetable for the Assembly drawn up by the Executive Board. The Chairman felt that the 
Assembly would not be able to complete its work within the two-week period laid down for 
the present session unless the changes in its method of work recommended by the Board and 
reflected in the document referred to were put into effect immediately. He therefore 
proposed that the Committee recommend the Assembly to adopt at its next plenary meeting, that 
same afternoon, the draft resolution contained in resolution EB69.R13 of the Executive Board. 
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Dr GAIAHOV (USSR) asked whether the General Committee had to consider the substance of 
the matter at the present time, or whether the Assembly itself should consider the substance 
in a plenary meeting. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL replied that it was up to the General Committee to decide whether 
it agreed to transmit the resolution concerned to the Assembly, if necessary with its own 
recommendations. 

Taking the view that the task of the General Committee was not merely procedural but 
contained an element of assessment of substance, Dr GALAHOV (USSR) expressed some reservations 
of his delegation concerning the resolution proposed in resolution EB69.R13. Those 
reservations did not apply to operative paragraphs 1 and 2, to which the Chairman had referred: 
circumstances made those measures necessary, and in any case they were being adopted only on 
a trial basis. The USSR delegation had very serious doubts, however, as to the appropriate-
ness of operative paragraph 4, which the Chairman had not mentioned, and which would authorize 
the Director-General to draw the attention of the Health Assembly to the possibility of 
deferring its consideration of certain draft resolutions and policy issues involving matters 
of regional interest. 

The USSR delegation felt that Rule 56 of the Rules of Procedure of the Health Assembly 
already gave the Director-General a general right to intervene; it felt therefore that 
operative paragraph 4 of the draft resolution concerned would merely duplicate the provisions 
of that Rule, and duplication was always dangerous. Moreover, it believed that operative 
paragraph 4 contravened the provisions of Rules 50 and 52 of the Rules of Procedure. 

For those reasons, the USSR delegation proposed the deletion of operative paragraph 4 
from the draft resolution to be transmitted to the Assembly. If its proposal were not 
adopted, the delegation would request a vote on the draft resolution section by section : 
while the delegation agreed to the adoption of operative paragraphs 1 to 3, it would be 
obliged - together no doubt with other delegations - to vote against the adoption of 
operative paragraph 4. 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL noted that the borderline between questions of substance and 
questions of procedure was difficult to define. Referring to Rule 33 of the Rules of 
Procedure of the Health Assembly, which restricted the role of the General Committee to 
procedural matters, he questioned whether it was up to the General Committee to give its 
views on the substance of a resolution which the Executive Board was requesting the 
Health Assembly to adopt. Whatever position the General Committee adopted on the matter, 
it was ultimately up to a plenary meeting of the Health Assembly to decide on the proposed 
resolution. The General Committee could, if it thought fit, make recommendations to the 
Assembly or express doubts concerning a particular provision, but it should keep within 
the procedural limits laid down for it by the existing rules. 

Dr GALAHOV (USSR) said he shared the Director-General's view: the General Committee 
should restrict itself to procedural matters and should not give an opinion on matters 
of substance. If he had spoken on a matter of substance, it was because the Chairman 
had proposed to the Committee that it transmit the resolution concerned to the Health 
Assembly with its approval. It was not the General Committee's task to approve a 
resolution, whatever the resolution might be, and it had no authority to do so. 

In view of the exchange of views that had just taken place, the DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
said he felt the Committee would wish merely to transmit the resolution concerned to a 
plenary meeting of the Health Assembly without taking a standpoint on the matter. The 
main concern of the General Committee should be to facilitate and speed up the work of 
the Assembly. He therefore suggested that it transmit the resolution to the Assembly, 
but without making any accompanying recommendation. 

It was so agreed. 
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3. PROGRAMME OF WORK OF THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The CHAIRMAN, pointing out that the present session of the Assembly was limited to 
a maximum of two weeks, and that the preliminary timetable prepared by the Executive 
Board (document A35/GC/I> was very tight, appealed to the chairmen of the main committees 
to help in making the two-week session a success. Whether the Assembly proceeded smoothly 
and without the need for night meetings would largely depend orí the work carried out 
within those committees. 

In the light of what he had just said, the Chairman felt that the General Committee 
would wish to approve the timetable contained in document A35/Gc/l, subject to any 
revision that might prove necessary in the course of the session. 

The General Committee agreed thereto and then drew up the programme of meetings for 
that afternoon and for Wednesday, 5 May, Thursday, 6 May, Friday, 7 May and Saturday, 8 May. 

The General Committee also approved the proposal of the Chairman that suggestions 
for the election of Members entitled to designate persons to serve on the Executive Board 
should be submitted by lOhOO at the latest on Monday, 10 May. 

The Chairman then suggested to the Committee that the order of the list of speakers 
wishing to take part in the general discussion on agenda items 10 and 11, a list which 
already contained 92 names, should be strictly followed and that any new additions to the 
list should be taken in the order in which they were received. 

It was so agreed. 

In reply to a question from Sir Henry YELLOWLEES (United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland), the CHAIRMAN announced his intention to close the list of speakers 
on the morning of Thursday, 6 May. He added that he would inform the plenary meeting of 
the Assembly of the arrangements just made by the General Committee. He also reminded 
the Committee that the technical discussions, in accordance with arrangements that still 
applied, would be held all day on Friday, 7 May and on the morning of Saturday, 8 May. 

The General Committee then fixed the hours of work for plenary meetings and meetings 
of the main committees; as in the past, those meetings would be held from 9h30 to 12h30 
and from 14h30 to 17h30. The General Committee would meet either at 12h30 or at 17h30. 

Dr OWEIS (Jordan), referring to item 35 of the provisional agenda (Transfer of the 
Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean), which had been allocated to Committee B, 
requested that Committee В consider that agenda item at the start of its work. Some heads 
of delegations who wished to take part in the discussion on that agenda item would have 
to leave Geneva early in the session, and they should be given an opportunity to speak on 
the item before their departure. 

The CHAIRMAN asked the Chairman of Committee В to note the request and to consider 
the matter within his Committee. 

In reply to Mr BOYER (United States of America), who noted that the question of the 
timetable for the work of the Assembly had already been dealt with by the General Committee, 
the DIRECTOR-GENERAL pointed out that while the allocation of agenda items to the main 
committees was a matter for the General Committee, it was up to the main committees 
themselves to organize their work as they thought fit. 

The meeting rose at 13h20. 


