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I N O E Á 

The Director-General has the honour to present to the Executive 

Board a report by the Regional Director highlighting those matters 

emanating from the thirty-second session of the Regional Committee for 

the Americas/XXVII Meeting of the Directing Council of РАНО which may 

require the particular attention of the Board. Should members of the 

Board wish to see the full report of the Regional Committee, it is 

available on request. 

REPORT BY THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR ON THE THIRTY-SECOND SESSION OF THE 

REGIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE AMERICAS/XXVII MEETING OF THE 

DIRECTING COUNCIL OF РАНО 

1. The XXVII Meeting of the Directing Council of the Pan American Health Organization (РАНО) 

thirty-second session of the WHO Regional Committee for the Americas took place in September-

October 1980. The Directing Council approved 4 1 resolutions, some of which are summarized 

below as worthy of the attention of the WHO Executive Board. 

Resolution I - Request of the Government of Saint Lucia for membership in the Pan American 

Health Organization 

2. The Directing Council approved by acclamation the request of Saint Lucia for membership 
in РАНО. Saint Lucia, which is already a Member of the United Nations and of the Organization 

of American States (OAS), becomes thus the thirty-third Member of РАНО. 

Resolution IV - Request of the Government of Spain for observer status in the Pan American 

Health Organization 

3. On the basis of a precedent established at the OAS, the Government of Spain formally 

requested observer status in РАНО. The Directing Council, considering the special historical 

ties which bind the Americas to Spain, resolved to grant this country the status of observer 

in РАНО. 

4 . After the resolution had been approved, a question was raised regarding the need for a 

special procedure in order to grant observer status to any Member State of WHO outside the 

Americas. It was further considered whether any Member of WHO might automatically be able 

to attend the meeting of the Regional Committee of the Americas as an observer, if the 

country so desired. 

5. It was then pointed out that the Directing Council does riot always function in its double 

capacity as the governing body of РАНО and a regional committee of W H O . In the case of 

certain agenda items, such as constitutional matters of РАНО, or the programme and budget of 
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РАНО, the Directing Council and the Pan American Sanitary Conference act in an exclusive 

capacity as the governing body of an autonomous regional organization. In those specific 

instances, governments which are not Members of РАНО might not be automatically granted 

observer status. 

6. Studies are currently being undertaken to clarify the issue and to systematize 

procedures regarding governmental observers at РАНО meetings. This matter will be considered 

by the Executive Committee of РАНО in June 1981, and eventually by the Directing Council. 

Resolution VI - Biennial World Health Assemblies 

7. The Directing Council endorsed resolution WHA33.19 regarding the possible shift from 

annual to biennial Health Assemblies. It also urged Member States from the Americas to 

support the proposed amendment to the Constitution of WHO when presented to a vote at the 

next Health Assembly. 

Resolution X - Implications of the study of WHO structures in the light of its functions 

8. This resolution included several recommendations to Member States and governing bodies 

of РАНО regarding the governing bodies of WHO, Member governments, individually and 

collectively, were recommended to play a more active role in WHO, and to enhance the 

continuity, preparation and coordination of their delegations to the governing bodies of 

РАНО and W H O . 

9. The Director of РАНО was requested, among other things, to analyse the content and 

timing of the sessions of the Executive Committee and Directing Council of РАНО. As with 

the recommendations to Member States, the idea is to strengthen the contribution of the 

Americas to the review process of the Executive Board and the World Health Assembly. 

1 0 T h e Council also considered the establishment of a regional mechanism for improving 

the flow of extrabudgetary resources to the Americas, including from global to regional level 

within W H O . 

Resolution XIII - Hemispheric malaria control plan 

11. The Directing Council agreed to request governments and the Director to promote and 

support the development of components of the hemispheric malaria control plan, especially 

in terms of research, and manpower training and education. These activities must be pursued 

in the context of extension of coverage policies and the regional strategies for health for 

all. 

Resolution XVII - Women in development 

12. The Directing Council resolved, among other things, to recommend the Director to develop 

a focal point at the highest level of the Secretariat to ensure that women's needs are 

adequately considered in health programmes and within the Secretariat. 

13. The Council also recommended that a special subcommittee of РАНО's Executive Committee 

be established to examine the World Plan of Action proposed by the World Conference of the 

United Nations Decade for Women, held in Copenhagen, in July 1980. This subcomittee would 

also develop an implementation plan specifically oriented to the health needs of the Region. 

Resolutions XIX, XX and XXI - Regional strategies for health for all by the year 2000, and 

ad hoc working group to complement the regional strategies 

14. in compliance with resolution WHA32.30, the Executive Committee and Directing Council 

studied, revised and approved the regional strategies for health for all. The Council 

approved the basic document entitled "Regional strategies for health for all by the year 2000" 

(document CD27/34.A). In addition, the Council attached a preface which indicated that this 

document constituted the American Region's initial contribution on this matter to the Programme 

Committee of the WHO Executive Board. 
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15. It was also decided that a complementary document would be submitted to the Programme 

Committee not later than 15 November 1980, to give the Committee the opportunity to consider 

and incorporate it into its report on global strategies. The Directing Council delegated to 

an ad hoc working group the authority to approve the complementary document and to transmit 

it to WHO. The group included representatives of Brazil, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, 

Nicaragua and Saint Lucia. 

16. The purpose of the complementary document was to prepare additional strategies, goals 

and targets, elaborating on the strategies contained in document CD27/34.A. The targets 

would also serve to establish a baseline to be achieved by every country in the Region of 

the Americas. 

Resolution XXIII - Revolving fund and other mechanisms for the acquisition of critical health 

inputs 

17. This resolution, based on the successful experience of РАНО's textbooks programme and 

Revolving Fund for the Expanded Programme on Immunization, instructed the Director to study 

the issues involved in setting up other revolving funds or mechanisms for the acquisition of 

critical health inputs by the countries. 

18. Although in the discussion it was pointed out that such inputs would involve drugs, 

reagents, biological products and insecticides, one of the concerns of this study would be 

to develop a practical and clear definition of what constitutes a "critical" health input 

for the purposes of these revolving funds or mechanisms. 

19. Governments, bilateral and multilateral agencies and private institutions would be asked 

to suggest ways in which they might support such mechanisms. 

Resolution XXXI - Provisional agenda of the sixty-seventh session of the WHO Executive Board: 

Items of interest to the Regional Committee 

20. The Council discussed the Board's agenda and thanked the Director-General for making 

available this valuable information. It also urged Member governments to provide their 

views to the Director and to the members of the Executive Board from the Americas to ensure 

that regional perspectives might be fully reflected at the Board's session. 

Resolution XXXVII - Reimbursement of travel costs of representatives to WHO regional 

committees 

21. The Directing Council recommended to the Executive Board that WHO should not finance 

travel costs of representatives to regional committee sessions. The Council pointed out 

that WHO funds would be better invested in health programmes for Member countries than in 

payment of travel costs. 

Resolution XL - Emergency Preparedness Program 

22. While discussing this issue, members of the Council emphasized that emergency technical 

cooperation must be provided with the utmost promptness and minimum of administrative delays. 

It was also recognized that PAHo/AMRO already has the necessary technical and administrative 

capacity to coordinate international disaster health assistance in the Region. 

23. Therefore, the Council decided, among other things, to request the Director-General of 

WHO to study the decentralization of managerial and coordination responsibilities to the 

Regional Office for the Americas in case of emergencies in that Region. 


