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Note 

This summary record is provisional only. The summaries of statements have not yet 
been approved by the speakers, and the text should not be quoted. 

Corrections for inclusion in the final version should be handed in to the Conference 
Officer or sent to the Records Service (Room 4012， WHO headquarters), in writing, before 
the end of the Health Assembly. Alternatively, they may be forwarded to Chief, Office 
of Publications, World Health Organization, 1211 Geneva 27，Switzerland, before 
3 July 1981. 

The final text will appear subsequently in Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly： 

Summary records of committees (document WHA34/l98l/REC/3). 
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FIRST MEETING 

Thursday, 7 May 1981, at 17hOO 

Chairman: Dr Z. M. DLAMINI (Swaziland) 

1. ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMEN AND RAPPORTEUR (RULE 36): Item 25 of the Agenda (Document 
A34/28) 

The CHAIRMAN drew attention to the third report of the Committee on Nominations, in 
which Mr L. S. Harguindey Pimentel (Spain) and Dr A. Hassoun (Iraq) were nominated for the 
offices of Vice-chairmen of Committee В and Dr D. Ashley (Jamaica) for that of Rapporteur. 

Decision: Committee В elected the following officers: 
Vice-Chairmen: Mr L. S. Harguindey Pimentel (Spain) and 

Dr A. Hassoun (Iraq) 
Rapporteur: Dr D. Ashley (Jamaica) 

2. ORGANIZATION OF WORK 

The CHAIRMAN reminded the Committee of the role of the Executive Board in the work of 
the Organization and of that of the expanded role of its representatives in the Health 
Assembly and its committees. 

He drew attention to the Rules of Procedure governing the work of the Health Assembly 
and to the terms of reference of Committee В, which were contained in paragraph 1(2) of 
resolution WHA31.1. He also drew attention to paragraph 1(1) of resolution WHA32.36, which 
provided that "neither main committee of the Health Assembly shall meet during plenary 
meetings of the Health Assembly, and that this provision supersedes paragraph II.1 of 
resolution WHA28.69". 

He proposed that the Committee should normally meet from 9h30 to 12h30 and from 14h30 to 
17h30. 

It vas so agreed. 

Dr BEN SLAMA (Tunisia)， raising a point relating to the agenda in accordance with the 
Rules of Procedure, requested that, for reasons of efficacy, consideration of item 37 -
Transfer of the Regional Office for the Eastern Med iterranean - be advanced from Saturday, 
16 May, as currently scheduled, to not later than Wednesday, 13 May. The item was an 
important one on which the decisions to be taken required the presence of the heads of 
delegations, many of whom would be unable to remain in Geneva until the later date. 

The CHAIRMAN said that it had in any case been his intention to raise the question of 
the order in which to take the items on the Committee's agenda, and suggested that in principle 
they should be taken in the order in \ihich they appeared in the agenda. 

He invited comments on the Tunisian proposal regarding item 37. 

Dr BASSIOUNI (Egypt) said that the financial position of the Organization (item 26) and 
the financial items that followed, the study of the Organization's structures in the light of 
its functions (item 35) and the periodicity and duration of Health Assemblies (item 36) were 
of greater interest in the life of the Organization as a whole and for all Regions than the 
proposed transfer of the Regional Office for the Eastern Mediterranean (item 37). The 
schedule of work as currently proposed left ample time for discussion, since after 16 May 
there would remain a week before the end of the Assembly, and he did not think that the 
efficacy of the Assembly ' s work would be affected by the movements of some delegation members. 
The item would, however, call for contacts between delegations. He therefore opposed the 
Tunisian proposal. 
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Mr JAAFAR (Kuwait) supported the Tunisian proposal and urged the Committee, in the light 
of the Chairman's latest statement, to adopt it. 

Dr ABDULHADI (Libyan Arab Jamahiriya) considered the Tunisian proposal to be in the 
interests of efficacy of the Assembly's work. The item was one of the most important before 
the Assembly; it was of deep interest to one Region - and so of interest to all delegations； 

and deserved the fullest discussion at the highest level. However, it was not new and the 
early days of the Assembly would have allowed ample time for inter-delegation contacts. For 
those reasons he urged the Committee to adopt the Tunisian proposal and advance the date of 
the discussion. 

Mr McKINNON (Canada) recalled that the work of Committee В had to be coordinated with 
that of Committee A and asked how the adoption of the Tunisian proposal might affect the work 
of Committee A. 

MrFURTH (Assistant Director-General) confirmed that there was, indeed, a connexion 
between the work of Committees A and B. Resolution WHA31.1 (May 1978) in effect provided 
that Committee A could not take up item 19.2 (Budget level and Appropriation Resolution for 
the financial period 1982-1983) until Committee В had completed consideration of the financial 
position of the Organization, including the Financial Report and the report of the External 
Auditor; the status of contributions and status of advances to the Working Capital Fund； the 
amount of casual income to be used to help finance the budget； and the scale of assessments 
(items 26 and 29). In particular, Committee В had to report to Committee A on the amount of 
casual income to be used to help finance the budget (after consideration of item 26.4) before 
Committee A could consider the budget level and the Appropriation Resolution for 1982-1983 
(item 19.2). It was naturally advisable for that report to reach Committee A some time 
before the discussion on item 19.2 took place. Finally, the Committee might wish to bear in 
mind that it was customary for the External Auditor, or his representative, to be present 
during the discussion of his report, and the necessary arrangements had already been made for 
the following Tuesday, 12 May. While he saw no organizational difficulty in advancing 
discussion of item 37 to some extent, he would suggest that the financial items he had 
enumerated be considered fairly early in the following week in order to avoid holding up the 
work of Committee A. 

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) said that, although he was aware of 
the need for coordination between Committees A and В and of the arrangements already made, he 
could see no real obstacle to bringing forward the discussion of item 37, which was of great 
interest to so many delegates. 

Dr RUBIN (United States of America) said that there were valid arguments on both sides of 
the question. His delegation sympathized with the desire of some ministers of health to have 
the issue discussed while they were still present. However, his delegation believed that the 
Committee had to accord overriding importance to the financial and administrative issues before 
it. The present order of the agenda was logical in that regard and should, therefore, be 
respected. 

The CHAIRMAN asked whether, in the light of the Secretariat's explanations, the Committee 
could agree to take up item 37 after the discussion of items 26 to 29. 

Dr BASSIOUNI (Egypt) asked whether the suggestion was that the Coramittee should consider 
item 26 and its subitems, go on to items 27 and 29， and then take up item 37. 

The CHAIRMAN confirmed that understanding and invited further comments. 

There being none, it was so agreed. 

The meeting rose at 17h40. 


