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At the request of the Delegation of Cuba, the Director-General has the honour to
transmit to the Thirty-third World Health Assembly, for its information, a letter^" received
from the President of the Council of State and Government of the Republic of Cuba and of
the Noil-Aligned Countries ' Movement.

Annex•

ANNEX
Havana
30 April 1980
Right Honourable Ministers：
Deeply concerned at the need to improve health care in the world, the Heads of State
or Government of the Non-aligned Countries, meeting in Havana at their Sixth Summit Conference,
decided to accord particular attention and priority to the programme of action for cooperation
among their countries in the health field.
"The Heads of State or Government of the Non-aligned countries endorsed WHO 1 s urgent
and overriding goal of Health for All by the Year 2000 convinced as they are that one of the
noblest challenges that can confront the will to cooperation among all the Member States of
the Organization is the accomplishment of this objective，
It must be pointed out that, while improved and increased health care is essential for
all, including the deprived classes in some developed countries, it is especially imperative
for the developing countries where the problems of malnutrition, death from incurable diseases,
and lack of essential qualified staff and of proper installations and facilities are most
acute.
Moreover, it can be roundly asserted that there will be no real economic development
without health for all.
Economic development and health are directly interlinked.
It is
impossible for sick and malnourished people to build a new and happy society.
Nearly a thousand million people are suffering from a combination of longstanding
malnutrition and parasitic diseases.
Half a million women die every year from causes associated with maternity in the areas
with the highest rates in Africa and Asia.
Over half the people who die in the developing countries are children under five years
old.
Between 1 January and 31 December 1979， out of 120 million children who were born,
10 per cent. did not live long enough to see their first birthday..
A good part of this
tragic total of over 12 million deaths resulted from protein-calorie malnutrition.
How can a world that squanders hundreds of thousands of millions of dollars on armaments
every year allow such remediable ills to persist？
How many valuable lives, how many children of unknown future potential, must be lost
before we all dedicate ourselves, in close cooperation, to putting an end to this distressing
situation?
How can those who daily cry out on behalf of human rights ignore the right to health,
to medical care, to adequate nutrition of millions of human beings?
Nowhere are the health problems so poignant as in the countries which have emerged during
the past two decades to independent life.
One of the aftermaths of colonialism is the lack
of physicians, nurses, hospitals, and pharmaceutical industries.
It is towards those
countries that we must first direct our attention.

Dr Halfdan T. Mahler
Director-General
WHO
English version of this quotation not vouched for as reference not supplied - Translator.

Annex
Mr Director-General, delegates to the World Health Assembly：
Addressing you on behalf of the non-aligned countries, we pledge our resolute support
to the goal of providing every man, woman and child with adequate health care, and with
health, by the year 2000.
We call for the promotion of higher levels of international cooperation in order to
achieve this objective.
It is essential that all States contribute the financial and material resources
necessary for the attainment of the goal proposed.
WHO1 s directing and technical staff, in close association with the governments, must
draw up the regional, inter-regional and global plans and projects through which our effort
will be channeled.
Cuba will continue to provide its modest contribution.
In 1979 we gave assistance in
twenty-four countries of Asia， Africa and Latin America.
As part of this aid, a total of
2626 health workers, including 1316 physicians, 50 stomatologists, 706 nurses and 554
technicians, carried out duties in other countries•
In addition, 684 nationals of developing
countries are at present studying on fellowships at the higher institutes of medical sciences
and health polytechnics in Cuba.
In August of this year, the Eleventh Extraordinary Session of the General Assembly will
be approving the new international development strategy for the Third Development Decade of
the United Nations.
One of its fundamental goals will be progress in the establishment of
a new international economic order.
Let us all resolve to make the last decade of this century World Health Decade, and
that to this end high-level political and technical conferences be sponsored and convened to
make international cooperation a living reality.
Let us all strive to divert towards health part of the enormous sums which the human
race is spending on war.
Let us all remember that without development, without health, without education, without
work for all, there will be no peace.
Fidel Castro Ruiz
President of the Council of
State and Government of the
Republic of Cuba and of the
non-aligned countries 1
movement•

