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1 . PROPOSALS FOR THE ELECTION OF MEMBERS ENTITLED TO DESIGNATE A PERSON TO SERVE ON THE 
EXECUTIVE BOARD 

The CHAIRMAN, after having pointed out that the procedure for drawing up the General 
Committee's proposals for the election of Members entitled to designate a person to serve 
on the Executive Board was governed by Article 24 of the Constitution and by Rule 102 of 
the Assemblyfs Rules of Procedure, drew the attention of the members of the Committee to 
the documents provided , namely: 

(a) a table showing the geographical distribution of seats on the Executive Board, 
by region ； 

(b) a regional list of the Members of the Organization which were, or had been, 
entitled to designate persons to serve on the Executive Board ； 

(c) a list, in alphabetical order by region, of Members the names of which had been 
suggested following the announcement made by the President of the Assenibly in the 
plenary meeting under Rule 101 of the Assembly's Rules of Procedure ； 

(d) lastly, a table showing the present composition of the Executive Board, with the 
names underlined of those of the Members that had designated a person to serve on the 
Board whose term would expire at the end of the Thirty-third World Health Assembly 
and who would have to be replaced : for the African Region, Angola and Botswana ； 

for the Region of the Americas, Bolivia, Cuba and the United States of America ； 

for the South-East Asia Region, India ； for the European Region, Portugal and the 
German Democratic Republic ； and for the Eastern Mediterranean Region, Libyan 
Arab Jamahiriya and Tunisia. The Western Pacific Region had no outgoing Member. 

He reminded the Committee that, following the amendment made to Rule 102 of the Rules of 
Procedure by the Twenty-eighth World Health Assembly in 197 5, the General Committee of the 
Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly the following year had adopted a new procedure for drawing 
up the lists of Members to be transmitted to the plenary Assembly. 

Speaking at the invitation of the Chairman, the DEPUTY DIRECTOR-GENERAL read out 
Rule 102 of the Rules of Procedure, together with an extract from the summary record of the 
discussions in the General Committee at the Twenty-ninth World Health Assembly relating to 
the decision adopted by the Board on the subject . 

The CHAIRMAN said that if the Members of the General Committee wanted to apply the same 
procedure at the present session they could, if they wished, begin with a general discussion 
during which they proposed by word of mouth the names of countries other than those whose 
candidature had already been suggested in writing ； then they could take a trial vote by 
secret ballot which would enable them to draw up a list of the names of the countries 
suggested in writing or by word of mouth and of the names of any other Members of their 
choice, and which would indicate the geographical distribution of the candidatures ； 

finally, following a discussion, if necessary, on the results of the trial vote, the 
Committee， after having drawn up by secret ballot a list of not more than fifteen and not 
less than ten Members selected from the previous list, would take a proper vote, also by 
secret ballot. 

There being no objections , it was so agreed • 

The CHAIRMAN invited Mr Boyer (United States of America) and Dr Mpitabakana (Burundi) to 
act as tellers . 

A trial vote was held by secret ballot. 

1 See WHO Official Records, No. 234, 1976 , p. 254. 



The CHAIRMAN informed the Committee of the results of the trial vote, in which thirteen 
countries had obtained votes. 

In reply to requests for explanation by Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist 
Republics) , and after Mr VIGNES (Legal Adviser) and the DIRECTOR-GENERAL had given information 
on the subject, the CHAIRMAN pointed out that the trial vote that had just been taken had only 
been to draw up a list of names of countries, and there was no restriction as to those 
countries 1 number. 

Mr BOYER (United States of America), speaking as his country's delegate, not as teller, 
said he wished to ask for an explanation and to make a suggestion. Since the next stage of 
the procedure followed by the General Committee consisted of drawing up a list of not less 
than ten and not more than fifteen Members, and since the list resulting from the trial vote 
consisted of only thirteen names of Member States , perhaps the Committee could do without 
the intermediate ballot and proceed forthwith to the vote for drawing up the final list of 
ten Members to be submitted to the Health Assembly. 

The CHAIRMAN replied that he had already held consultations on the subject with the 
Director-General and the Legal Adviser, and that if the Committee agreed it could proceed 
forthwith to the final vote the United States delegate had just referred to. 

Professor AUJALEU (France) was against the procedure suggested ； he considered the 
Committee was not entitled to skip a stage of the procedure it had itself established and to 
omit one of the votes which were provided for . 

Dr VENEDIKTOV (Union of Soviet Socialist Republics) entirely agreed with Professor Aujaleu 
in his opinion the Committee must strictly follow the established procedures, and avoid 
creating a precedent which might give rise to problems difficult to solve on future occasions . 

The DIRECTOR-GENERAL then informed the Committee that one of the countries the name of 
which appeared on the list of thirteen Members resulting from the trial vote was still 
entitled to designate a person to serve on the Executive Board for one year following the 
Thirty-third World Health Assembly, and it would not therefore be necessary to vote for that 
country when the subsequent votes that the Committee was to take were taken. The list of 
Members for which the Committee was to vote did not, therefore, consist of thirteen names 
of Member States, but only of twelve. 

The General Committee took a vote by secret ballot to draw up a list of not less than 
ten and not more than fifteen Members, selected from the list drawn up at the trial vote, for 
transmission to the Health Assembly. 

The CHAIRMAN read out the list drawn up by the Committee. It consisted of the following 
countries : Brazil, Canada , Gabon , Gambia, Guatemala, Kuwait, Maldives, Mongolia, Nicaragua, 
Romania, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and Yemen . 

He invited the Committee to recommend, by a vote, the names of ten Members which in its 
opinion would provide, if elected, a balanced distribution of seats on the Board as a whole . 
Only Members appearing on the list of twelve Members could be placed on the list of ten 
Members, and the latter list must contain neither more nor less than ten names or it would be 
void . 

The General Committee took a further vote by secret ballot. 

The CHAIRMAN announced that the following countries had been designated : Brazil, Canada, 
Gabon, Gambia, Guatemala, Kuwait, Mongolia, Romania, United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland，and Yemen . In accordance with the provisions of Rule 102 of the Rules of 
Procedure the list of those countries would be transmitted to the Health Assembly at least 
twenty-four hours before the Health Assembly convened for the purpose of the annual election 
of ten Members to be entitled to designate a person to serve on the Board . 



2 . PROGRAMME OF WORK FOR THE HEALTH ASSEMBLY 

The General Committee confirmed the timetable of meetings planned 
and drew up the programme of work for Wednesday, 14 May, and Thursday, 
stood that should the Assembly manage to conclude its consideration of 
(Study of the Organization1 s structures in the light of its functions) 

for Tuesday, 13 May , 
15 May. It was under-
item 11 of its agenda 
in plenary during the 

morning of Thursday, 15 May, the main committees would meet that afternoon ； should considera-
tion of the item continue 
the main committees would 

in plenary in the afternoon, without taking up all the afternoon, 
meet immediately after the end of the plenary meeting. 

The meeting rose at 14hl5. 


