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MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS 
TO AN EXTENT WHICH MAY INVOKE THE PROVISIONS 

OF ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION 

Second report of the Committee of the Executive Board 
to Consider Certain Financial Matters prior to the 

Thirty-third World Health Assembly 

1. At its sixty-fifth session, the Executive Board in resolution EB65. Rió"'" eastablished a 
Committee consisting of Dr A. M. Abdulhadi, Dr D. Barakamfitiye, Dr D. Galego Pimente 1 and 
Dr H. J. H. Hiddlestone to consider, inter alia， the subject of "Members in arrears in the 
payment of their contributions to an extent which may invoke the provisions of Article 7 of 
the Constitution11, and to report thereon to the Thirty-third World Health Assembly on behalf 
of the Board. The Committee met on 5 and 6 May 1980 under the chairmanship of Dr Abdulhadi. 

2. The Committee had before it the report of the Director-General, attached as an annex, 
which indicated that at 30 April 1980 four Members - Central African Republic, Chad, Dominican 
Republic and Grenada - were in arrears to an extent which may invoke the provisions of 
Article 7 of the Constitution. 

3• The Committee was advised that since the issue of the report a payment had been made by 
the Central African Republic ($23 810) and a payment ($65 295) by the Dominican Republic was 
in progress. These amounts were, however, not sufficient to remove these two Members from the 
Committee's consideration of them in connexion with Article 7 of the Constitution. 

4. The Committee considered that, although the actual level of the arrears in contributions 
involved was not sufficiently large as to have an adverse effect on the financial operations 
of the Organization, the prompt payment by each Member State of its assessed contributions was 
an important matter of principle. Accordingly, the Committee considered that these four 
Members should be urged by the Health Assembly to clear up their arrears within a given 
period of time in order to avoid the application of the provisions of Article 7 of the 
Constitution. 

5. Having regard to such information as was available, the Coiranittee decided to recommend 
that all four Members should be given additional time in which to make payment of their 
arrears while retaining their voting rights at the Thirty-third World Health Assembly. 
Furthermore, the Committee requested the Director-General to communicate by cable with the 
Members concerned urging that they make payment or provide information on their plans to 
regularize their position with WHO prior to 13 May 1980, in order that this information be 
available at the time the Health Assembly considers this agenda item. 

6. Based on the information available to it, the Committee recommends the following 
resolution to the Thirty-third World Health Assembly: 

1Executive Board� sixty-fifth session: Resolutions and Decisions (document EB65/l980/ 
REC/1 ), p. 18. 
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The Thirty-third World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Committee of the Executive Board to Consider 
Certain Financial Matters prior to the Thirty-third World Health Assembly on Members in 
arrears to an extent which may invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution; 

Having noted that the Central African Republic, Chad, the Dominican Republic and 
Grenada are in arrears to such an extent that it is necessary for the Assembly to consider, 
in accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution, whether or not the voting privileges of 
these Members should be suspended; 

1. DECIDES not to suspend the voting privileges of the Central African Republic, Chad, 
the Dominican Republic and Grenada; 

2. URGES these Members to intensify efforts in order to regularize their position, 
either by the payment of contributions or by proposing special arrangements for payment 
at the earliest possible date; 

3. CONSIDERS that, should the position of these four Members still be unsatisfactory 
as concerns arrears and the possible application of Article 7 of the Constitution at the 
time the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly meets, that Assembly should consider 
suspending the voting privileges of these Members; 

REQUESTS the Director-General to communicate this resolution to the Members concerned. 
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Provisional agenda item 5 

1• Introduction 

The Eighth World Health Assembly resolved in resolution WHA8.13 (May 1955) that, "if a 
Member is in arrears in the payment of its financial contributions to the Organization in an 
amount which equals or exceeds the amount of the contributions due from it for the preceding 
two full years at the time of the opening of the World Health Assembly in any future year, 
the Assembly shall consider, in accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution, whether or not 
the right of vote of such a Member shall be suspended". 

Pursuant to resolution WHA16.20 of the Sixteenth World Health Assembly (May 1963), the 
Executive Board, at its sessions when the agenda of the World Health Assembly is prepared, is 
required "to make specific recommendations, with the reasons therefor, to the Health Assembly 
with regard to any Members in arrears in the payment of contributions to the Organization to 
an extent which would invoke the provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution". 

In the same resolution, the Health Assembly invited those Members concerned to submit to 
the Executive Board a statement of their intentions of payment in order to enable the Health 
Assembly, when it considered the matter in accordance with the provisions of resolution 
WHA8.13, to make its decision on the basis of the statements of such Members and the 
recommendations of the Executive Board. 

Finally, under the terms of the resolution, the Director-General was requested to study 
their difficulties with the Members concerned and to report to the appropriate sessions of the 
Executive Board and the World Health Assembly. 

2• Members concerned 

As at 30 April 1980， when this document was prepared, the following four Members were in 
arrears for amounts which equalled or exceeded their contributions for two full years prior 
to 1980: Central African Republic, Chad, Dominican Republic and Grenada. One of those 
Members, the Dominican Republic, had not fulfilled the conditions previously accepted by the 
Twenty-fifth World Health Assembly in resolution WHA25.6 (May 1972) for the settlement of its 
arrears, namely, that the consolidated arrears of contributions for the period 1965-1970 were 
to be paid in four equal instalments during the years 1972-1975. The status of the arrears 
of contributions of the four Members concerned is as shown in the Annex to this document. 

MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO AN 
EXTENT WHICH MAY INVOKE THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION 

Report by the Director-General 
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3. Action taken by the Director-General 

The Executive Board, at its meeting in January 1980， having noted the report of the 
Director-General on Members in arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent 
which may invoke Article 7 of the Constitution, requested the Director-General to continue 
his contacts with those Members. The Director-General, as requested, communicated in 
February 1980 with the Members concerned, urging them to pay their arrears or， if they were 
unable to do so before the opening of the Thirty-third World Health Assembly, to provide a 
statement of their intentions of payment for presentation to the Committee of the Executive 
Board to Consider Certain Financial Matters prior to the Thirty-third World Health Assembly. 
Further communications were sent by the Director-General in April 1980 to all the Members 
involved, except Chad, postal communications with that State having been suspended since 
27 March 1980. 

At the time this document was prepared, replies had been received from two of the 
Members concerned, namely, the Central African Republic and the Dominican Republic. Both 
communications indicated that payments on account of the outstanding contributions were being 
arranged. 

4. Payments received since the closure of the Thirty-second World Health Assembly 

Payments received since the closure of the Thirty-second World Health Assembly and 
credits refundable on 1 January 1980， resulting from a recomputation of advances of Members 
to the Working Capital Fund (reflected in the table in the Annex), have been applied as 
follows : 

Member 

Central African Republic 

Chad 

Dominican Republic 

Grenada 

Date 

1 January 1980 

1 January 1980 

26 December 1979 

1 January 1980 

5. Action to be taken by the Committee 

Amount in US $ 

510.00 

510.00 

25 

32 

950.00 

882.50 

5 503.50 

510.00 

Credited to 

Contribution for 
1977 (part) 

Contribution for 
1975 (part) 

Contribution for 
1972 (balance) 
First instalment 
on arrears, payable 
in 1972 
Contribution for 
1973 (part) 

Contribution for 
1977 (part) 

The Committee will wish to decide what recommendations to make on behalf of the 
Executive Board to the Thirty-third World Health Assembly. The Committee could recommend 
that: 

(1) the voting rights of the Members concerned be suspended unless additional payments 
or satisfactory reasons for non-payment are receivèd prior to the time this item is 
dealt with by the Health Assembly； or 

(2) these Members be given additional time in which to make payment of their arrears 
while retaining their voting rights at the Thirty-third World Health Assembly. 



MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS TO AN EXTENT WHICH MAY 
INVOKE THE PROVISIONS OF ARTICLE 7 OF THE CONSTITUTION 

Members 
Amounts payable during 

Total Members 
1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 

Total 

US $ US $ US $ US $ US $ US $ US $ US $ 

Central African Republic - - - - 24 941- 32 630 18 380 75 951 

Chad - - 7 696.00^ 27 390 29 300 32 630 18 380 115 396 

Dominican Republic ( 
( 
31 456.50^ 
32 882.50-

42 
32 

870.00 
882.5CF 

23 
32 

060.00 
882.5CF 

27 390 29 300 32 630 36 760 ) 
) 

322 114 

Grenada - - - - 28 789- 32 630 18 380 79 799 

a 
一 Balance of contribution. 
—Annual instalment payable by the Dominican Republic in respect of its consolidated arrears of contributions for the 

period 1965-1970， in accordance with resolution WHA25.6 
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MEMBERS IN ARREARS IN THE PAYMENT OF THEIR CONTRIBUTIONS 
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OF THE CONSTITUTION 

Report by the Director-General 

1. The Director-General has received a communication dated 2 May 1980 from the Secretary of 
State for Public Health and Social Welfare of the Dominican Republic, transmitting two 
remittances, of US$ 28 535 and US$ 36 760 respectively, the first being intended to cover part 
of the cumulative arrears of the years 1973-1977 and the second being the contribution for 
1979. It is further stated in the communication that the Government intends to pay the 
appropriate contribution each year, as well as 10% of the arrears until they have been 
completely liquidated. 

2. In accordance with Financial Regulation 5.8, "Payments made by a Member shall be credited 
first to the Working Capital Fund and then to the contributions due in the order in which the 
Member was assessed". Inasmuch as the Dominican Republic is in arrears starting with the 
year 1973， the Director-General has no authority to accept the proposed arrangement and 
therefore transmits herewith the communication received (see Annex) to the Thirty-third World 
Health Assembly for its consideration and decision. 

3. If the Health Assembly were to accept the arrangements now being proposed, it would be 
necessary to cancel the arrangements previously accepted by the Twenty-fifth World Health 
Assembly (1972) in resolution WHA25.6 for the settlement of the earlier arrears of the 
Dominican Republic. Furthermore, it would be necessary to set aside the provisions of 
Financial Regulation 5,8 to permit payments of contributions of the Dominican Republic for the 
financial period 1980-1981 and future financial periods to be credited to the financial period 
concerned. Of the above remittances, which in total amount to US$ 65 295, it would be 
necessary to credit first US$ 10 to the Working Capital Fund in respect of the additional 
advance assessed against the Dominican Republic by the Thirty-second World Health Assembly in 
resolution WHA32.10，1 and the balance of US$ 65 285 in the manner indicated in the communication. 

4. Should the Health Assembly agree with this proposal, it may wish to modify the draft 
resolution proposed by the Committee of the Executive Board to Consider Certain Financial Matters 
prior to the Thirty-third World Health Assembly as contained in paragraph 6 of document A3 3/3 8 
as follows: 

The Thirty-third World Health Assembly, 

Having considered the report of the Committee of the Executive Board to Consider 
Certain Financial Matters prior to the Thirty-third World Health Assembly on Members in 
arrears in the payment of their contributions to an extent which may invoke the 
provisions of Article 7 of the Constitution; 

Having noted that the Central African Republic, Chad, the Dominican Republic and 
Grenada are in arrears to such an extent that it is necessary for the Assembly to 
consider, in accordance with Article 7 of the Constitution, whether or not the voting 
privileges of these Members should be suspended; 

Noting the communication received from the Dominican Republic with respect to the 
settlement of its arrears; 

Document WHA32/l979/REc/l, p. 8. 



DECIDES 

(1) not to suspend the voting privileges of the Central African Republic, Chad, 
the Dominican Republic and Grenada at the Thirty-third World Health Assembly; 

(2) to accept the proposal of the Dominican Republic for the settlement of its 
arrears and to cancel the arrangements for such settlement previously accepted 
by the Health Assembly in resolution WHA25.6; 

(3) to apply the payment of US$ 65 295 received in May 1980 from the Dominican 
Republic first to the additional advance to the Working Capital Fund, then to the 
1979 contribution, notwithstanding the provisions of Financial Regulation 5.8, and 
the balance to the consolidated arrears; 

(4) to agree to the liquidation of the balance of the consolidated arrears of the 
Dominican Republic in nine equal annual instalments of US$ 25 683 beginning in 
1980 and a final instalment of US$ 25 682, subject to the provisions of Financial 
Regulation 5.6; 

(5) that, if the arrangements specified above are fulfilled by the Dominican 
Republic, it will be unnecessary for future Assemblies to invoke the provisions of 
paragraph 2 of resolution WHA8.13 and that, notwithstanding the provisions of 
Financial Regulation 5.8, payments of contributions of the Dominican Republic for 
the financial period 1980-1981 and future financial periods shall be credited to 
the financial period concerned; 

URGES the Members concerned to regularize their position; 

CONSIDERS that, should the position of these four Members still be unsatisfactory as 
concerns arrears and the possible application of Article 7 of the Constitution 
at the time the Thirty-fourth World Health Assembly meets, that Assembly should 
consider suspending the voting privileges of these Members; 

REQUESTS the Director-General to communicate this resolution to the Members 
concerned. 
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ANNEX 

Dominican Republic 

Secretary of State for Public Health 
and Social Welfare 

Santo Domingo, D.N. 

2 May 1980 

REF: 10908 

Dr H. Mahler 
Director-General 
World Health Organization 
Geneva 
Switzerland 

Dear Dr Mahler, 

I have pleasure in forwarding to you drafts Nos. 47251 and 47252 in the amounts of 
US$ 28 535 and US$ 36 760 respectively, in favour of the World Health Organization under your 
distinguished direction, the former being the payment towards the cumulative arrears of the 
years 1973 to 1977 and the latter being our contribution for 1979. 

As you will remember, in May 1979 we paid to WHO through the PAHO/i/HO Representative in 
Washington, Dr Hector Acuna, US$ 32 630, representing our contribution for 1978, and also 
US$ 31 706 towards the debt mentioned above, making a total of US$ 64 336. 

It is the intention of this Secretariat to cover the debt left by the previous Government 
in the manner we have mentioned, i.e. by paying the appropriate contribution each year and 
continuing to pay off 10% of the arrears until they have been completely liquidated. 

Following the payments indicated, the debt in question has been reduced to US$ 256 819. 

I have the honour to be， 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

Dr José A. Rodriguez Soldevila 
Secretary of State for Public 
Health and Social Welfare 


